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Dear Friends,

Let me first say that I am honored that you have the confidence in me to allow me to 
be your president for the next two years. I will do my utmost to keep things running as 
smoothly as in the past. This is the first edition of our new year in a new Century. We 
are very excited about what we have planned for the next year. We look forward to 
hearing from Mr. Robert Davis of Wallace State Community College as our speaker in 
September. We always appreciate Mr. Davis' excellent programs.

On October 19, we are sponsoring an Evening with Billy Kennedy, who will be 
speaking to us about the Scots-Irish who settled in Tennessee. Mr. Kennedy is a 
journalist-author from Northern Ireland who has six published books on the Scots-Irish. 
We are indeed fortunate to have the opportunity to hear Mr. Kennedy speak. The 
program will be at 6:30 p.m. at the Huntsville Public Library auditorium. Attendance 
will be limited to the first 100 reservations. Reservations can be made by calling the 
Huntsville Public Library at 532-5950.

We are planning to continue with First Families of the Tennessee Valley as well as 
our next phase, Pioneers of the Tennessee Valley. There will be the same requirements 
for membership except that the time period is extended and will be through 31 December 
1834. Application fees will remain at $25.00 for both.

We are also planning a week long genealogy research trip this spring to Washington 
DC with stops at the McClung Library in Knoxville, TN, the VA State Archives and 
possibly the MD State Archives. There will be more information forthcoming as details 
become available. We will need at least 30 people to sign up for this trip to make it a 
reality. We will also be planning a workshop for later in the spring.

Our Revolutionary War microfilm records at the Huntsville Heritage Room are 
growing. Mrs. Pruitt has just ordered an additional 98 rolls. We want to continue this 
effort until we have all the records available. With help from all of you we will be able to 
reach our goal.

Lastly, I want to introduce your new officers and board members and thank them for 
their willingness to serve in their respective positions:

Jim Maples, 1st Vice-president (Programs) Richard Smallwood, Board Member
Coy Michaels, 2nd Vice-pres. (Membership) Lois Robertson, Board of Director
Sue Bright Richter 3rd Vice-pres. (Exchanges) Oscar Glover, Board of Director
Margaret Matthews Cowart, Treasurer Ann Maulsby, Board of Director
Ranee Pruitt, Historian-archivist
Dorothy Scott Johnson, Editor

At the present time, the Corresponding Secretary and the Recording Secretary 
positions are open due to Theresa Whisenant's move to VA and Sue Richter being elected 
to the newly created 3rd Vice-presidential position. We hope to have these places filled 
prior to our next meeting in September.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Hazel 
President, 2000 - 2002



(Eolbert (Eountg
Deed Book A, 1867-1870

Part 4

Publication of these deeds began in Volume 28, Issue No. 4, March 1994 and is continued 
from Volume 29, Issue No. 2, page 53. They were photocopied by Howell Sims in Tuscumbia 
and abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from the photocopies.

When dealing with any document, legal terms will crop up and be critical to understanding 
the document. When this happens, an explanation or definition of the term will be given in a 
footnote. In all cases the definition is from Black’s Law Dictionary, 5th edition and will be so 
noted by the following: Black’s.

You will notice that many of these deeds were made in Franklin County. They were made 
prior to the formation of Colbert County from Franklin County.

Pages 36 -  37 
28 March 1867 
Quit Claim Deed 
State of Mississippi 
Chickasaw County

Mary N. Riley, Walter Riley, Margaret
A. Lam, Martha A. White, James B. White, 
Mary J. Riley and Francis A. Riley of 
Chickasaw Co., Miss of the 1st part and Ann 
Ross of Colbert Co., A1 of the 2nd part.

For the sum of $118.75 the parties of 
the first part sell to Ann Ross “a part of a 
certain lot of land” in Tuscumbia, Alabama 
known as Lot No. 382 in the plat of said 
town.
Signed:

Mary N. Riley 
Walter Riley 
Margaret A. Lam 
Jas. B. White 
Mary F. Riley1 
Fannie A. Riley2

Acknowledged by the sellers before Thomas
B. Shearer, J. P. of Chickasaw Co., Miss. 28 
March 1867. Received and recorded in 
Colbert County 27 July 1867.

Page 38

1 Mary’s middle initial was F in the signature 
block but was clearly written J in the body o f the 
deed.
2 This name clearly written Francis (masculine) 
in body o f deed but is the feminine “Fannie” in 
the signature block.

21 July 1867
Promissory Note, $256.77

J. T. Richardson and James P. 
Richardson promise to pay Anderson & 
Lyndon $256.77, it being the sum advanced 
to them by Anderson & Lyndon.

Said money is to enable them to make a 
crop in the year 1867. Without the money, 
the Richardsons would be unable to 
purchase the necessary provisions to make a 
crop. Interest will be from 1 January 1867. 
Signed:

J. T. Richardson 
James P. Richardson

Received and registered in Colbert County 
29 July 1867.

Page 38 
17 June 1867 
Lien, $510.15

Mrs. T. W. Jackson of Colbert Co. was 
furnished corn, bacon and other supplies to 
enable her to carry on her plantation and 
make her present crop. Without said 
provisions, she could not make a crop.

George W. Evans furnished the 
provisions. Mrs. Jackson mortgaged to 
Evans, for $510.15, her crop of cotton and 
corn “now growing on my plantation in 
Colbert County.” These crops are not to be 
removed from the county, without consent 
of Evans, until the debt plus interest and cost 
is paid.

Signed by T. W. Jackson
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Reed. & recorded 30 July 1867

Page 39 
17 June 1867 
Lien, $257.95

At the request of Mrs. T. W. Jackson, 
John P. Walthan has furnished her with 177 
bushels of [cottonseed] and 45 pounds of 
com to enable her to carry on her plantation 
and make her present crop. Without this, 
she could not make a crop.

To secure payment, Walthan put a lien 
on her cotton and com crops in Colbert 
County in the amount of $257.95. The debt 
is due Walthan on 17 Dec 1867. Said crops 
are not to be removed out of the county until 
said sum is paid.
Signed:

T. W. Jackson (Mrs.)
Received for recording and recorded 30 July 
1867.

Pages 39-41  
29 July 1867 
Mortgage, $53.10

David C. Thompson is justly indebted 
to Inman & Little in the amount of $53.10 
by an account for goods furnished 
Thompson.

To insure Inman & Little against loss, 
David C. Thompson deeds to them, in trust 
only, his entire crop of corn and cotton now 
being raised by Thompson and one old bay 
horse about seven years old.

Daniel is to remain in quiet possession 
of said horse and is to sow, cultivate, and 
gather his crops of cotton and corn.

Daniel is to pay his debt to Inman & 
Little, plus interest and expense, by 1 Dec 
1867. If he fails to make the payment then 
Inman & Little is to take the horse and crops 
of cotton and corn. They are to sell only so 
much as will satisfy the debt and return 
balance to Thompson.

Inman & Little is to give at least ten 
days notice of the time and place of sale by 
advertisement put up at least three public 
places.
Signed:

David C. Thompson by his mark.

Witness:
F. G. Norman.

Proved by Felix G. Norman, J. P.
Received and registered 30 July 1867.

Pages 4 1 -4 2  
27 Dec 1866 
Bill of Sale

Willis E. Hornsby and A. Eliza 
Hornsby, his wife, sell to Julia A. Gillespie, 
for $25.00, land in Tuscumbia, Franklin Co., 
Al.

Said land is known as the south half of 
Lot No. 446 in the city of Tuscumbia, 
Franklin County, Alabama.
Signed:

Willis E. Hornsby 
A. E. Hornsby

Acknowledged before L[S?] B. Thornton, 
Notary Public, on 27 Dec 1866. Received 
for recording 30 July 1867.

Pages 42 -  43 
25 July 1867 
Promissory Note/lien

“On or before the first of January next 
[1868] I promise to pay J. W. Rand the sum 
of Seventy Dollars for value received.” 
Signed: Thomas Giddeth3 by his mark. 
Witness: J. W. Green

Giddeth is making a crop on the 
premises of said Rand this year, 1867, upon 
which said Rand has a lien. Being willing 
and desirous to secure Rand the full 
payment of principal plus interest and cost 
on the above premises Gidieth does give 
Rand an additional lien on his crop of cotton 
and corn now growing on Rand’s premises.

Rand to have privilege of taking charge 
and control of said crop to sell and dispose 
of so much as is sufficient to satisfy the debt 
and give the remainder to Giddeth.4 
Signed: Thomas Giddeth by his mark 
Witness: J. W. Green & proven by him & 
recorded 30 July 1867. “Note satisfied.”

-Continued in the next issue of Ualleg 
SlEaUEB-

3 Note the various spellings of this name.
4 Giddeth was a sharecropper on Rand’s land.

2
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William Deaton Jackson Murray 
Invalid Claim for Civil War Military Service

Abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from a file contributed by Ranee Pruitt.

William Deaton Jackson Murray was a resident of Jackson County, Alabama when he jomed 
Col. Ephraim Latham’s Company A in service of the United States during the Civil War. For this 
reason, he was eligible for a pension from the United States Government. Before the war, Mr. 
Murray was a Jackson County resident but has been a Colbert County resident since his 
discharge. He was bom in 1820, died on 28 Aug 1907 and dropped from the rolls.

On 25 March 1891, William D. J. Murray 
made application for a “total disability” 
pension due to illnesses contracted during 
his service as a Private in Capt. Ephraim 
Latham’s Company A, First Regiment of 
Independent Vidette Cavalry, United States 
Army.

He enlisted 10 Sept 1863 and was 
discharged 16 June 1864. In an affidavit 
before the Colbert County Probate Judge he 
says he was discharged at Stevenson in 
Jackson Co. but his Declaration for an 
Original Invalid Pension states he was 
discharged in Nashville, Term.5 His eye 
sight began to fail about ten years ago and is 
getting worse.

On 4 April 1885 William Deaton 
Jackson Murray stated he was 62 years of 
age, 5’ 10” tall, had dark complexion, dark 
hair and gray eyes. His post office address 
was Saints Store, Colbert County, Alabama.

While in the line of duty at Bellefonte, 
Alabama (on or about 20 Dec 1864) he 
contracted “through exposure, neuralgia of 
head and eyes which has greatly effected the 
sight of his right eye. He also contracted 
piles caused by exposure & hard marching 
from which he is still a great sufferer. He is 
unable to do manual labor a quarter of the 
time.” He was treated by the regimental 
surgeon but not hospitalized.

Examination by Dr. J. M. Taylor on 29 
July 1885, revealed that Mr. Murray was 
first attacked with violent pain in head and

5 A town in Jackson County, called Old 
Nashville, was near Princeton but across the 
Paint Rock River. He may actually have been 
discharged at Old Nashville and the scribe 
assumed it was the one in Tennessee.

right eye while guarding a bridge. The left 
eye had been lost about 22 years previously 
(ca 1863) by disease. He also contracted 
piles (hemorrhoids) after going into service 
and is still suffering from them.

His eyesight began to fail about ten 
years ago and is growing worse.

Dr. Taylor states Mr. Murray has total 
disability.

Another examination on 30 June 1894, 
by Dr. J. H. Masterson, found that Murray 
was afflicted with neuralgia, piles and heart 
disease

Dr. Masterson felt it was brought on by 
excessive physical stress after a march. The 
afflictions are permanent.

Dr. Masterson stated that the diseases 
were not due to vicious habits; that he has 
known Mr. Murray the past 15 years and 
that he is a quiet, very unassuming person 
that never indulged in intoxicants or other 
vicious habits.

A letter from the War Department, 
Adjutant General’s Office, dated 11 Aug 
1885, states Mr. Murray was inducted into 
service 29 Aug 1863 at Larkinsville. He 
was absent sick with leave near Larkinsville 
20 Oct 1863. In March and April of 1864 he 
was absent on business by order of Capt. 
Latham. He was mustered out as a Private 
at Stevenson, Alabama 16 June 1864.

Records of the War Department 
furnished no evidence of alleged disabilities 
in 1864. The extent of leave and nature of 
sickness in 1863 was not shown and no 
medical certificate was on file.

In a letter from Mr. Murray to the 
Commissioner of Pensions, dated 20 Feb 
1894, he states that on his next birthday on 3

3
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Nov 1894 he would be 72 years old. He is a 
Colbert County, Alabama resident with his 
P O. address being Luling. He says he is a 
very poor man unable to make a living by 
his own manual labor.

Mr. Murray states he is suffering very 
badly with heart and bladder disease and 
fearful pains in the back; that he has lost the 
sight of one eye and the other is nearly gone. 
His heart, bladder and back problems came 
on in 1877 but his eye problem came on 
when he was a soldier in the service of the 
United States.

On 4 Aug 1898, Mr. Murray states he 
married Susan Anna Murray [maiden name 
not given unless it was actually Murray also] 
in Jackson Co., A1 by Rev. S. Henk in 1848. 
He was married only once and Susan Anna 
died 1 March 1892. His living children are: 

Mary O. Murray, bom 3 July 1852 
John S. Murray, bom 28 Sept 1854 
James M. Murray, bom 18 Dec 1856 
Levi Murray, bom 30 Nov 1861 
Sinnie Murray, bom 16 Nov 1864 
William Murray, bom 24 Mar 1867 [?]

Affidavits of Joseph H. Allen, William 
Isbell and K. Murray.

19 Feb 1874
The affiants state, before John R. Ayers, 

N. P. at Roscoe, Al, they have known 
William D. J. Murray for 25 years, since 
1877. William D. J. Murray lived within a 
half mile of them in Colbert County. During 
the last year he came near dying from 
disease, pronounced by Drs. B. 0. Masters 
and French as dyspepsia, heart disease, pain 
in back, and disease of the eyes.

They were present daily with William

and know that he was a great sufferer. From 
his general movements and appearance 
affiants believe he “is a constant sufferer 
from said diseases which seem to be of a 
permanent character.”

The affiants testified that William was 
moderate in all his habits, quiet, and not 
vicious in anything. They never saw him 
intoxicated. Mr. Murray has entirely lost 
one of his eyes and the other is very weak. 
They believe he is not able to do manual 
labor. They say his address is “Looling6” in 
Colbert Co.

Guardian’s Declaration for Increase of 
Pension.

(Under Acts of June 27, 1890 and May 9, 
1900)

On 14 May 1904, James M. Murray7 
signed (with his X) an affidavit saying he 
was 47 years old, a resident of Littleville, 
Colbert Co., Al, and the guardian of William 
D. J. Murray who is presently enrolled as a 
pensioner at the rate of $8.00 per month. He 
is on the rolls due to his partial inability to 
earn a support by manual labor.

He believes Mr. Murray is entitled to an 
increase of pension on the ground that the 
rate allowed him is too low and not 
commensurate with the extent of his present 
disability. The soldier’s present disabilities 
are piles, insanity and debility from age. He 
is presently about 82 years of age.

The request for increase in pension 
stems from the recent order of the 
Commissioner of Pensions whereby “the age 
of 62 years or more” is taken and considered 
as an evidential fact of disability.

End
The map at left was copied from Cram’s 
Unrivaled Family Atlas o f  the World, (Chicago: 
1888). It shows Colbert County as it was during 
the time Mr. Murray lived there and made his 
claim. Saint’s Store is shown on the map but the 
smaller communities are not.

6 Note: Written Luling once and Looling once.
7 James M. Murray was his son.
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1860 LaGrange Military 
Academy Students

On a hilltop southwest of Leighton in Colbert County, there was a town called LaGrange. It 
was originally a summer resort for wealthy valley planters but soon became a town of over 400 
inhabitants. Here, on land granted by the U. S. Congress, the Lafayette Academy for girls was 
established in 1826. In 1830. LaGrange College, a school for boys, was chartered. It sat atop 
"Lawrence Hill” in Franklin, now' Colbert County, Alabama.

After LaGrange College removed to Florence as the Florence Wesleyan University, the name 
of the school at LaGrange changed to ‘‘LaGrange College and Polytechnic Institute.”

In 1858, it became LaGrange College and Military Institute but in I860, as the winds of war 
blew across the South, it became the LaGrange Military Academy. Operation of the school was 
suspended in March 1862s. In April 1863, Union soldiers under one Col. Cornyn, burned this 
school and the Lafayette Academy. At the same time, some 100 homes and buildings were 
burned. ' Because of this, an ancient cemetery is about all that remains of this once thriving 
community. The cemetery is enumerated in Vol. 7, Issue No. 1, page 21 of ISalleg iCeaues.

Sons of the persons shown below were enrolled in the college in 1860 when it was the 
LaGrange Military Academy. This is the ledger, though with pages missing, for 1860 and gives 
each student's tuition and other expenses; only significant items were copied here. The tuition 
went from S90 in February to $100 in July of 1860. A $5 surgeon's fee was charged all students.

Hidden information: The men who sent their sons to a military school at this time were probably strong 
pro-South and in favor of secession. Some accounts show a balance carried into 1861 (some from 1859) 
which indicates some financial difficulty or “slow pay.” From these accounts, you can determine which 
students attended from 1859 into 1861. Some parents paid less than the others which indicates the parent 
may have been a teacher at the school. Several sons were absent for a period of weeks; we must ask 
ourselves “why were they absent?” (Ill, death in family, etc?) Some cadets had freight shipped in (what 
was in it?). One boy died while at camp (from what?) and another had a lot o f dental work done (poor 
fellow.) Some were sent to school as wards of someone which would indicate the boy was an orphan. In 
most cases the cadet's name is not given but that can be figured out from the 1860 Fed. census.

Hooks, W illiam, Law rence Co., A labam a
1860 Dr. Cl
Feb 5 Board, tuition & surgeon’s fee for son $95.00

Deposit for Acock & Co. 55.00
May 11 Cash to son per McVay 5.00
July 4 Board-tuition of son, 5th session 100.00

Absence o f son 10 weeks @ $3.50 35.00
1861 Total amount paid 280.00

A bernathy, Col. John  T., Leighton, A labam a
1860
Feb 5 Balance from 1859 8.95

Board, tuition, surgeon for son 4th session 95.00
Amt. o f W. P. Pullies acct. pd. J. T. Abernathy 79.50

July 5 Board, tuition, surgeon for son 5th session 100.00
Transfer to 1861 account 283.45

8 Valley Leaves, Volume 7, No. 1, page 21.
9 Undated and unnamed newspaper clipping o f article on LaGrange by John Knox.

5
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LaGrange Military Academy Students (-continued-)

Rand, M rs. C ornelia, LaG range, A labam a Dr. C r.
1860
Feb 5 Tuition & etc of 2 sons, 4th session 70.00
Mch 31 Cash per H. O. Rand 70.00
July 5 Tuition & etc., 3 sons 5th session 75.00
Sept 23 9 weeks board, washing &c of 3 sons 70.50
Oct 27 To son Walter 8.00
Nov 22 Cash per W. K. Hill 160.00

To sons per order 45.00
To A. W. Stephenson per order 8.00
Express freight from Memphis 0.50
Transferred to 1861 account 5.00

Total amt. paid 275.00

Goodwin, M rs. M ary  — A berdeen, M ississippi
1860
Feb 5 Board, tuition, etc of son, 4th session 95.00
Mch 20 Per E. Goodin 95.00
May 15 Paid freight on bundle 0.25
July 5 Board, tuition etc of son, 5th session 100.00
Sept 20 Absence o f son 10 weeks at $3.50 35.00

Total amt. paid 197.25

Eckford, Jam es — M acon, M ississippi
1860
Feb 5 Board, tuition, etc of son, 4th session 95.00

Cash from or charged to Acock & Co. 95.00
May 9 Deduction on board etc. to end of session 21.00

Total amt. paid 116.00

H ennigen, M r. S. S.
1860
Feb 5 Board, tuition, surgeon, etc., 4th session, 3 sons 285.00
July 5 Board, tuition, surgeon, etc., 5th session, 3 sons 300.00

Total amt. paid 585.00

King, M r. R obert of LaG range, A labam a
1860
Feb 5 Bal. of acct. for 1859 195.00
Apr 7 Tuition of son, part of 4th session 15.00

Error in balance o f 1859 acct. 195.00
May 21 Bal. of acct. due for 1859 170.00

Painting carriage, on 1859 acct. 25.00
Hire of Jim [?] 100.00

Aug 4 Cash paid Capt. W. H. Hunt 37.50
Tuition of son, 5th session 20.00
Hire of Jim 1st [?] session 100.00

Dec 25 Settlement in frill to Dec. 25 560.80

To be continued in the next issue of Ballet} SleauES-
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Marriage Record Book 3 

1902-1907 
Part 1

The marriage records of Franklin County, Alabama were copied under a summer youth 
program in the 1970’s. The late Evelyn B. Evans contributed them for publication in Valley 
Leaves. Franklin County’s courthouse has had two totally destructive fires and one partially 
destructive fire in 1890, the last being in 1956. When the county seat was at Belgreen, a clerk 
happened to have the tract book [land entry book] at home working on it when the fire occurred 
and it was the only document saved. For this reason, we are grateful to have the marriage records 
even if they are dated after our 1900 cutoff.

The extant marriage records begin in 1890. Book One, 1890-1897, was carried in Volumes 10 
through 13 of Uaileg ICeaues. Book Two, 1897-1902, was carried in Volumes 15 and 16. 
Thomas Sidney Hyde, Jr. of Russellville copied the ones from -1902 - 1907 under the summer 
youth program.

The “(c)” designates persons of color.

No.
001

001

002

002

003

003

004

004

005

005

006

006

Groom___________________ Bride_____________________ Date_________By Whom:_________
Hutchens, C. F. Vaughn, H. F. L. 6 July 1902 J. M. Yocum, MG
“This shows that we have agreed for Mr. C. F. Hutchens have lisons.” Signed by 
H. F. L. Vaughn. W. E. Camron, A.D. Dennis, R. R. Vaughn & E. M. Vaughn.

Lesley, Sid (c) Mathews, Fannie(c) 9 July 1902 E. F. James

Griffeth, Emery L. Dodd, Lena 7 Aug 1902 J. C. Chambers, MG
Mrs. Lena Dodd has been married previously. Groom over age 21.

Newell, A. D. George, L. M. 13 July 1902 W. O. Vinson, JP
Married in New Union Church.

Hamilton, Bogus H. Hughes, Velma 17 July 1902 J. T. Rudisill
Married near Rockwood. “You will please issue Bogus Henry Hamilton a marriage license for Velma Goldie
Hughes.” Signed: L. R. Hughes. S. W. Hamilton swore Bogus was over age 21.

Shinn, A. B. Vaughn, Lizzie 15 July 1902 R. L. Quinn
Married at courthouse. Mrs. Sallie Vaughn, mother of Lizzie, gave consent in person.

Montague, Jake (c) Russell, Mollie (c)

Pace, M. A. Slay, M. D.

Montgomery, J. P. Mitchell, J. A.
Both parties previously married.

Williamson, Less A. (c) Moon, Rhoda (c)

Goldin, J. W. Gladney, Lilly
Bride’s permission given by R. F. and M. A. Goldin

Williams, A. A. Harden, Isibell
Bride’s permission given by W. H. & Sary Harden.

19 July 1902 H. Johnson, MG

17 July 1902 A. J. Barnett, NP/JP

20 July 1902 J. C. Chambers, MG

20 July 1902 C. J. Nichols

3 Aug 1902 J. M. Coleman

27 July 1902 Porter Duboise
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Franklin Co. Marriage Record Book 3 (-continued-)

007

007

008

008

009

009

010 

010

011

011

012

012

013

013

014

014

015

015

016 

016

Ledbetter, Elmonie Orick, Allie 7 Aug 1902 J. M. Thom, JP
Groom’s permission given by W. R. Ledbetter; bride’s permission by M. A  Orick.

Scott, William Oscar Ledbetter, Sarah M. 7 Aug 1902 J. E. Miller
Married at Mr. Ledbetter’s residence in Franklin County. Permission by P. M. Scott who says bride over 18.

Camron, Bill Mitchell, Rosa V. 10 Aug 1907 J. T. Hurley, MG
Married at bride’s residence. Mrs. J. A. Montgomery gave permission for her daughter, Rosey Viola 
Mitchell.

Thompson, R. L. Corbell, Jenia 2 Aug 1902
Maried at home of I. B. Bradley near Darlington, A1

Henderson, Charley (c) Jones, Tildy (c) 10 Aug 1902
Groom’s father & mother dead & he has no legal guardian living.

I. B. Bradley 

A. M. Warpock

Hendrix, Ellis M. E. Hester (Miss) 10 Aug 1902 W. G. Ezzell, J. P.
Married at C. A. Hester’s residence. Bride’s permission by her father: “Please let Ellis Hendrix have license 
for my daughter, M. E. Hester and oblige.”

Harris, G. O. Nance, Mellie

McKinney, Sam Thom, Signora
Married at residence of bride’s father.

King, W. A. Clayton, Mamie
Married at Josiah J. Jones’s residence

Petree, L. A.
Married at Pleasant Site, A1

Anderson, T. H.

Nelson, Forte

10 Aug 1902 

13 Aug 1902

17 Aug 1902

17 Aug 1902

Steadham, Willie A.(Mrs.)20 Aug 1902

Motes, R. L. Hardin, Mary A. 21 Aug 1902
Married at residence of W. Harden

Guin, Elbert Yielding, Julie 31 Aug, 1902
Married at res. of T. J. Yielding two miles west of Burleson

West, Harrison L. M. Bobo, Sidie 28 Aug 1902
Married at residence of D. N. Bobo

Hughes, J. C. Fretwell, M. L.. 7 Sept 1902
Married at residence of Roland Fretwell. Bride's permission by R. G. Fretwell.

L. F. Whitten, MG 

Josiah J. Jones, MG

Josiah J. Jones, MG

D. T. Dye, MG

L. F. Whitten, MG 

G. B. Haney

Wm. Lindley, MG

B. J. McLesky, MG

C. C. Sparks, JP

Sparks, W. C. Woods, Nannie 4 Sept 1902 L. F. Whitten

Jones, J. P.
Married at res. of bride’s father

Edgar, Willie (Miss) 10 Sept 1902 R. A. Nix

Tipton, W. A. Miller, Phenia Bell 9 Sept 1902 John Miller
Married at office of F*robate Judge in Russellville

Ben dal 1, Dee F. Moore, Ida 28 Sept 1902 B. H. James, MG

Jones, John (c) Flemon, Martha (c) 20 Sept 1902 R. J. Moody
-Continued in the next issue of Ualleg IGemies-
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Franklin County Will Book 1
P a r t  1

Copied and contributed by Oscar Glover of Red Bay, Alabama

Even though Franklin County was established in 1818, numerous fires have been devastating to the 
records. For this reason, the first will book begins in December 1890

P age  1.
P e titio n  to  P ro b a te  W ill

The State of Alabama )
Franklin County )

To the Hon James M. Jordan, Judge of the 
Probate Court in said County:

Your Petitioner, Andrew J. Drake, 
respectfully represents unto your Honor that the 
late James M. Kirk, who was an inhabitant of 
this County at the time of his death, departed 
this life on the 10th day of November 1890.

He left a last Will and Testament duly 
signed and published by him.

It was attested to by Jas. E. Wilson and 
William East, residents of Franklin County, in 
which will your petitioner is named executor.

Said will is herewith produced for probate 
and record in this Court.

Your petitioner further states that said 
deceased left no widow. The names, ages, sex 
and residences of the next of Kin respectively 
are as follows:

(1) Sallie Mullens, a daughter of the 
deceased residing in Luella, in the State of 
Texas.

(2) William L. Kirk, a son of the 
deceased, residing near Sherman in the State of
Texas.

(3) Cynthia C. Drake, a daughter of the 
deceased, residing with her husband, Andrew J. 
Drake, near Russellville, State of Alabama.

(4) Walter T. Kirk, a grand son of the 
deceased, residing near Scottsboro, Ala.

(5) Frankie D. Britnell a grand daughter of 
deceased residing with her husband, J. W. 
Britnell, in Lusdale, Morgan County Ala.

(6) Lucella W. Radford a grand daughter 
of deceased, residing in Hartselle, Ala., with her 
husband S. H. Radford.

(7) James T. Kirk a grand son of deceased, 
residing in Tuscumbia Ala.

(8) Bettie Stinson a grand daughter of the 
deceased, residing with her husband, Robert 
Stinson, near Athens, Alabama.

(9) Mamie Simpson a grand daughter of 
the deceased, residing with her husband, Tom 
Simpson, near Falkville in Morgan County 
Alabama.

(10) James Pearson a grand son of the 
deceased, residing near Athens, Alabama, all of 
whom are over the age of twenty one years.

(11) James F. McGaugh, a great grand son 
of the deed., residing with W. F. McGaugh near 
Delina, State of Tennessee, is a minor over the 
age of fourteen year.

(12) William M. McGaugh a great grand 
son of deceased, under the age of fourteen years, 
residing with J. T. Kirk in Tuscumbia Ala.

(13) Annie Lou McGaugh a great grand 
daughter of the deceased, under the age of 
fourteen, residing with B. D. Hunter at Falkville, 
State of Alabama. The last three named are 
children of Cordelia G. Kirk.

(14) Annie May Ratliff a great grand 
daughter of the deceased, under the age of 
fourteen years, residing with her father, James 
Ratliff near Hartsville, Morgan Co., Alabama.

(15) Ava P. Ratliff a great grand son of the 
deceased, under the age of fourteen years 
residing with his father James Ratliff near 
Hartsville in Morgan County Alabama.

Your petitioner prays that a day be set for 
the hearing of this petition and that due notice be 
given to the heirs and next of kin of said 
deceased and that such other proceedings, orders 
and decrees may be had and made in premises as 
may be requisite and proper to effect the due 
probate and recording of said Will according to 
law.
Signed: A. J. Drake
15th day of December 1890, before A. M. 
Wamock, JP.
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Filed Dec the 16th 1890; J M Jordan Judge of 
Probate.
Page 2

The State of Alabama )
SSI

Franklin County )

Probate Court

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama -- 
Greetings:

You are hereby commanded to summons 
James E. Wilson and William East to appear in 
and before the Probate Court of said County, on 
the 19th day of January 1891, to give evidence 
in a certain matter now pending in said Court.

A. J. Drake has filed for Probate an 
instrument of writing purporting to be the last 
Will and Testament of James M. Kirk, deceased. 
And this you shall in no wise omit, under the 
penalty prescribed by law, herein fail not, and 
have you then and there this Writ at the office of 
the Judge of said court. Herein fail not.

Signed: J. M. Jordan, Judge of said Court, 
at Office, this the 18th day of Dec., 1890.

Judge of Probate
Executed this the 19th day of Dec 1890 by 
serving a copy of the writ on each of the within 
named witnesses.

Signed: W. M. Waltrip, Sheriff

*  <  <4--------------------► ► ►

The State of Alabama )
SSIFranklin County )

To James T. Kirk and William M. 
McGaugh. You will please take notice that on 
the 16th day of December 1890, a certain paper 
in writing, purporting to be the last Will and 
Testament of James M. Kirk Deed, was filed in 
my office for Probate by A. J. Drake, Executor, 
and that the 19th day of January 1890 was 
appointed a day of hearing thereof, at which 
time you can appear and contest the same, if you 
see proper.

Given under my hand this 19th day of Deer. 
1890.

Signed: James M. Jordan, Probate Judge

I have executed the within by leaving a 
copy of the same with J. T. Kirk and one with 
William M. McGaugh, this the 27th of 
December 1890.

Signed: G. S. Weaver, Sheriff of Colbert 
County by W. P. Gibson, Deputy

Filed Dec 30th 1890 J M Jordan,
The State of Alabama )

SSIFranklin County )

To Bettie Stinson, Robert Stinson and 
James Pearson; you will please take notice that 
on the 16th day of December 1890, a certain 
paper in writing, purporting to be the last Will 
and Testament of James M Kirk, deceased, was 
filed in my office for probate. A. J. Drake is 
Executor and the 19th day Jan. 1891 was 
appointed a day for hearing thereof, at which 
time you can appear and contest the same, if you 
see proper. Given under my hand this 16th day 
of

Page 3

Dec 1890
Signed: J M Jordan, Judge of Probate. 

Executed by handing copies to Bettie Stinson 
and Robt. Stinson Dec 20th 1890.

Signed: Ben P. Harris, Sheriff.
Filed Dec 30th

Continued in the next issue of BalkQStEauEH
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Dorcas Wilkerson 

Widow of Joseph Wilkerson
Civil War Claim for Pension

(Jackson County)
Abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from material obtained and contributed by Ranee Pruitt.

In order to obtain a pension for a widow or dependent children of a Union soldier after the Civil War, one 
had to prove marriage to the soldier and prove the children were his. According to the law at the time, a 
child was considered the offspring of the man the woman was legally married to at the time the child was 
bom. This file does not reflect whether Dorcas Wilkerson ever proved her claim or not.

Joseph Wilkerson [also written Wilkinson] 
was a part of Capt. Ephraim Latham’s Company 
A, 1st Alabama Vidette Cavalry, U. S. A., during 
the Civil War. At daybreak on 26 Sept 1863, 
Confederates surrounded Latham’s Company in 
a surprise attack at Hunt’s Mill that resulted in 
some Union soldiers being killed and some 
taken prisoner. Joseph Wilkerson was one of 
those taken prisoner.

The Confederates were taking him to 
Richmond, Virginia when, in North Carolina, he 
jumped from the railroad car one night and 
escaped. He made his way to Knoxville, which 
was then under Union control, and got passes to 
return to his unit in Jackson County.

Wilkerson became ill on the way back to 
Jackson Co. and instead of joining Latham’s 
Company at Mud Creek, he came home arriving 
there 24 December 1863. He died at home on 9 
January 1864, allegedly of smallpox.

Joseph was a hearty man when he enlisted. 
He was 5’7”, light complexion, blue eyes, and 
dark hair. He had one tooth out on right side of 
lower jaw. An Alabama native, he had worked 
on steamboats and had been a ditcher. Dorcas, 
illiterate, was bom in Bedford Co., Tn to John 
and Mary Lewis. This is borne out by the 1850 
Bedford Co., Tn census which lists her father as 
age 55, bom in Maryland; her mother was 54, 
bom in NC. Dorcas was bom in 1831. Her 
siblings were Elizabeth, Rachael, Elvain, Mary 
Ann, Sarah [Sally] and Francis. Dorcas says 
when she was “nearly grown” she and the family 
moved to Jackson County, Al. Dorcas tried for 
many years to get a government pension as 
Wilkerson’s widow. She had difficulty proving

she had been legally married to him and proving 
that her children were his. This was especially 
true since three of the children were bom before 
their alleged marriage which could not be 
located in the official Jackson County records. 
There were many discrepancies in her own 
affidavits (taken at different times down through 
the years) and she was unable to prove her claim 
through witnesses.

Dorcas says she married Wilkerson on Coon 
Creek, two miles from Stevenson. Another time 
she says it was near Bellefonte. Eleven years 
later her niece states they were married at the 
home of Dorcas’s father. Her sister swears they 
were married “out here on the mountain” at 
Squire William Smith’s.

Dorcas states that all who were present at 
her wedding are now dead, but 11 years later 
her sister, Sally Jones, and her niece, Martha 
Sweeney, swear they attended her wedding.

If Dorcas and Joseph were married in 1862 
she would have been 30 which was a “ripe old 
age” to be marrying for the first time but she 
repeatedly denied that she or Joseph had ever 
been married before. It finally came to light that 
indeed she had married one Dick Drake ca 1851 
near Wartrace in Bedford Co., Tn. According to 
her sister, Sally Jones, she did not live with him 
long, divorced him at Shelbyville, Tn., and had 
no children by him. Neither the marriage or 
divorce can be verified as fire and tornado 
destroyed Bedford Co. records. They, therefore, 
begin in 1858. If the divorce was after that, then 
it is possible that the three eldest daughters may 
have been by Drake since the oldest was bom in 
1854, the next in 1857 and the third in 1860.
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Dorcas and Wilkerson were not married until 
1862. It is entirely possible they were living 
common law all that time, however. Dorcas’s 
sister says she married Wilkerson seven years 
after divorcing Drake which would put the 
divorce in 1855 -  before Bradford Co. records 
begin.

Ephraim Latham Letter
21 May 1864

I certify upon honor that Joe Wilkerson, at 
the time of his death, was “a true Union man and 
worthy example ever faithful, energetic, and 
obedient to promote the interest of his country’s 
cause.”

It is now that his family, consisting of a wife 
and several little children, is at the tender 
mercies of the world and is asking for assistance 
from the Government.

It is, therefore, hoped that the family will 
receive the respect and, if necessary, the 
protection due in such a case.

Signed: Ephraim Latham, Capt.

Elizabeth Wininger & M. R. Culver Affidavit
23 Dec 1870

Elizabeth Wininger10, age 76, is a resident of 
Cumberland Mountain, Jackson Co., A1 with 
Post Office address at Larkinsville. M. R. 
Culver, age 64, is a resident of Cumberland 
Mountain with his Post Office at Larkinsville. 
He states Wilkerson was a hearty man when he 
enlisted.

Elizabeth states she was the midwife in 
attendance when the twins were born 27 Oct 
1863. On April 6, 1897 when she was 83, she 
testified again to the fact that she was the 
midwife to the twins.

Dorcas Wilkerson
25 June 1888

Dorcas says she is uneducated and now 
living in Davidson Co., Tn. She went back to 
Jackson County to get her marriage license from 
the courthouse. She found “old Bell Font Court

10 This name written Winiger on tombstones; 
Wineager and Wineacre elsewhere in this case.

Dorcas swore repeatedly she did not remarry 
and had not resumed marital relations since her 
husband’s death. Finally, she admitted that she 
had lived with one Elisha Garner and had a 
child, Flora, by him.

These discrepancies are some of the things 
the Claims Office looked at when considering 
her claim for a pension.

House” [Bellefonte Courthouse] was burned 
during the Civil War and all its books of record 
and the Court House had been moved to 
Scottsboro.” They could not give her any 
history of the old books or her marriage to the 
soldier Joseph Wilkerson, and could not find 
anyone who was present at the marriage as they 
were all dead. Wedding attendees were the 
justice of the peace, (William Smith,), her sister, 
(Elizabeth Lewis), her father and mother, (John 
Lewis and Mary Lewis) who are all dead. They 
were married on Coon Creek two miles of 
Stevenson.11

She discovered that all the old people who 
were present when her children were born are 
dead except Mrs. Winiger [who delivered the 
twins]. She is 76 years old, infirm, and a U. S. 
pensioner.

When Dorcas’s husband died they were 
living in Larkinsville, A1 and she stayed there 
six months then moved to Stevenson, A1 where 
she raised her children the best she could; she 
then returned to Nashville.12 She lived among 
strangers [in Jackson County] and Union people 
were persecuted. She states she “has not 
resumed marriage relations since my husband’s 
death. ”

One of her children died in September 
186513 aged 2 years, 9 months. Claimant says 
she is crippled and can not get about good. Her

11 Dorcas was illiterate and it would not be difficult to 
dupe her into believing a license had been obtained 
when it had not. In all of her testimony, she does not 
waver about being married to Joseph Wilkerson.
12 The implication here is that she stayed in 
Stevenson until her children were grown, however, 
she testifies later to the many places they lived in 
Tennessee while the children were little.
13 Dorcas testified elsewhere that Emeline died 10 Jan 
1865 and in yet another place she says she died 9 Jan 
1865.
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address is Hamilton Street, 13th District, 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Lucretia Culver and Hosea F. Hall
23 Dec 1890

Lucretia is age 54, a resident of Cumberland 
Mountain and her Post Office is Larkinsville.

Hosea F. Hall is 71, a resident of Boxes 
Cove with Post Office in Larkinsville, Jackson 
County, Al.

Both Mrs. Culver and Mr. Hall attest to the 
fact that at the time of Joseph Wilkerson’s death, 
he and Dorcas lived together as man and wife.

Thomas F. Russell, Notary Public
9 May 1898

Mr. Russell testifies that he was presented 
with a Memorandum Book with names and dates 
of the births of the children of Dorcas and that 
the entries appear to be old. The record states:

J. W. Wilkerson and Dorcas Lewis was 
married 6 Nov 1862

Margaret E. Wilkerson was born 11 Nov 
1854

Martha J. Wilkerson was born 7 Nov 1857
Jjoseph] W. Wilkerson was born 5 June 

1860
Emeline Wilkerson was born 19 April 1861 

[Ed: Died 10 Jan 1865]
William and Mary Wilkerson was born 27 

Oct 1863. [Ed: Wm. died in April 1893]

Dorcas Wilkerson
23 May 1899

Dorcas says she lives with her son-in-law, 
Edward A. McKinley. Elisha Garner was the 
father of Mr. McKinley’s wife [Flora]. Elisha 
Garner got killed in a fuss at a show at 
Stephenson, Ala. about 25 years ago last April.

When asked if she was the mother of Flora 
Garner, the wife of Edward A. McKinley, she 
replied she was not.

She married Joseph Wilkerson 6 Nov 1852 
near Belmont [Bellefonte?], Jackson Co. Squire 
William Smith performed the ceremony, but he 
is now dead. The only person now living who 
was present at the wedding is Martha Swenney, 
now staying with her daughter, Rhoda Latta, on 
the line between Jubilee Hall and Jefferson St 
(in Nashville). Joseph Wilkerson was a ditcher 
and moved about from one place to another to

work. She kept him hid out for a year before he 
enlisted. They then lived near Larkinsville. He 
enlisted at Stevenson.

After her husband died on 9 Jan 1864 of 
smallpox, she and all the children took the 
smallpox. Emeline died Jan. 10, 1864.

Malissa Crawford, Elizabeth Roberts, 
Granny (midwife) Winegar, Jeff Gentles, 
George Culver and Mr. [blank] Williams, all of 
Larkins in Jackson Co., knew them when Joseph 
went into the army.

She lived in the vicinity of Larkinsville and 
Scottsboro, Ala. for over a year after her 
husband’s death then moved to Stevenson, Ala. 
where she worked for Joe Williams, Joe Fryes, 
and Jim Cragg’s family two years. Then she 
went to Anderson, Tenn., just on the Franklin 
Co. line. There she cooked for John Anderson 
until her children got big enough to be of help to 
her. Then she went back to John Talley’s place 
at Bass Station, Jackson Co., Al where she 
stayed for 17 years until she came to Nashville.

After she had been at Anderson’s for about 
five years, Elisha Garner got her to go and cook 
for him for a year and a half. He was working 
for Anderson and about one year before he 
began to cut cordwood for Anderson, she went 
to cook for him. Elisha Garner and she occupied 
a house together near what is now Sherwood 
Post Office in Franklin Co., Tn.

She had her children with her in the house. 
They lived there for one year. He did not have 
the child, Flora, then. After Dorcas and children 
left that house, he went to cut cordwood for 
Anderson on another man’s farm near Anderson, 
Tenn. for a year and a half.

She went from Anderson’s place to Mr. 
Talley’s place near Bass, Ala. Garner came 
down there too and stayed a short while. He 
lived in the house with Dorcas and her children 
until he got killed at Stevenson, Al. She was 
never married to him nor did she have marital 
relations with him or any man.

Elisha Garner brought the child Flora to her 
house when she was at Talley’s place. The baby 
was probably two or three weeks old then. Flora 
was 25 years old last April.

She was known by the name of Garner ever 
since she cooked for him and she told folks that 
Flora was her child.
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She knows of no person who can verify the 
date of Margaret’s birth. Preacher Adams’s wife 
was the only person present and she is dead.

Granny Wolf (midwife) attended Dorcas at 
Martha’s birth and Granny is dead. Margaret 
was bom in Jackson Co. on John Coffee’s place.

Martha was bom on Willis Orr’s place in 
Morgan Co., Ala.

Her son Joseph was bom in Lawrence Co., 
A1 on the old McCrary place at Union Springs. 
Dr. Vaughn (now dead) at Hillsboro, Ala. 
attended at his birth.

Son Joseph died in Waco, Texas about six 
years ago. He stayed with Dorcas until he was 
18 years old.

Emeline was bom on Winford Price’s place 
near Eastport, Ala near the Mississippi line. 
Matilda Cobum and John Whittaker’s wife were 
with her. Emeline died Jan 10, 1864. Sally 
Jones, sister of Dorcas, was present at her burial 
but she doesn’t know if Sally is living.

William and Mary, twins, were bom on 
Cumberland Mountain eight miles from 
Larkinsville, Jackson Co., Al. Granny Wineacre 
[Winiger] attended as a midwife. Melissa 
Crawford, and Jane Peoples were also present. 
Dorcas’s sister, Mary Ann Wilkerson of 
Dyersburg in Crittendon Co., Ky was present. 
Mary Ann had married George Wilkerson, a 
brother to Joseph.

Her children, Martha J. Adams, Margaret E. 
Arnold, and William Wilkerson all live near 
Stevenson or Bass, Al. Her other child, Mary 
Amoson, lives on the railroad near the Phoenix 
Mill. Her children were not baptized but her 
husband wrote the names and dates of birth of 
all the children in a book which is now at Bob 
Arnold’s at Bass, Ala.

“I will now correct a former statement made 
to you. I now say and tell the truth. Flora is the 
child of my own body by Elisha Gamer. I was 
living on old man Talley’s place when she was 
bom. Gamer was working for Anderson when I 
found I was in the family way and then I drove 
Gamer off.”

“Flora is the only child I had by Gamer, or 
by any other man since the soldier’s death.

“Gamer was the only man that I have had 
intimate relations with since the death of the 
soldier.”

Martha Swenney
24 May 1899

Martha is 63 years old and lives at 
Lockertsville, Cheatham Co., Tn. She is the 
wife of William Swenney who is a pensioner 
and served in the 5,h Tenn. Cavalry.

She was bom and raised in Alabama. 
Before the war, she lived principally in Jackson 
Co., Ala. and in Dade Co., Ga. She was a small 
child when they moved to Georgia. They 
remained there three or four years then moved 
back to Jackson Co. where their Post Office was 
Shaw. It was but a half-day’s move from where 
they lived in Ala. to where they lived in Georgia.

She knew Dorcas Wilkerson before she was 
ever married. Dorcas’s first husband was Joseph 
Wilkerson and he is Martha’s father’s brother 
(Martha’s uncle). She was present at Joseph’s 
marriage. They were married at old Belle Fount 
[Bellefonte]'4 in Jackson Co. about 1852 and she 
is the only person now living who was present.

Joseph Wilkerson could read and write and 
it is her belief he kept a record of the births of 
his children. The whole “Wilkerson family was 
very correct and particular about such things.”

Margaret E. [Elizabeth] (Wilkerson) Arnold
4 June 1900

Margaret states she is 47 plus years of age 
and lives at Bass, Jackson Co., AJ but gets most 
of her mail at Stevenson, Al. She is the wife of 
Robert Arnold and a daughter of Dorcas and 
Joseph Wilkerson. She produced a book, 
Memoirs o f Major Stobo, in which Joseph 
Wilkerson had kept the family vital records. 
Margaret E. states the record was kept in her 
father’s hand and she saw her father write down 
the births of some of the younger siblings.

Sallie Jones
5 June 1900

Sallie says she is near 65 and lives at Fabins 
in Jackson Co. She is the widow of John R. 
Jones and depends on what little labor she can 
do for a living. She is a sister of Dorcas 
Wilkerson, nee Lewis.

Dorcas was first married to a man by the 
name of Dick Drake near Wartrace in Middle 14

14 On 31 Dec 1897 she testified Dorcas and Joseph 
were married at the home o f Dorcas’s father.
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Tennessee in Bedford County.15 She was 
married to him long before she was married to 
Wilkerson. She did not live with him very long 
when she divorced him at Shelbyville, Tn. She 
was next married to Joseph Wilkerson seven 
years after her divorce from Drake. She had no 
children by Drake and was probably age 20 
when she married him. Dorcas was five years 
older than Sallie, and Sallie was not grown when 
she married Wilkerson. She had about four 
children by Wilkerson at the time the war broke 
out and the twins were born during the war.

Dorcas and Wilkerson were married out here 
on the mountain at Squire William Smith’s. 
Sallie was in Tennessee at the time and did not 
see them married. Sallie never saw Dorcas after 
she was married until she had two or three 
children and was not present at the birth of any 
of them.

Sallie doesn’t remember being at Margaret’s 
birth but Dorcas and Margaret Arnold [Dorcas’s 
daughter] said she was. “If I told a falsehood, 1 
never intended to. I just cannot tell you how it is 
or whether I was present at Margaret’s birth or 
not but seems to me I was not.”

I did dress Emeline for burial and attended 
the burial. She died at Stevenson, Ala just about 
the close of the war. I was not there when 
Joseph died. Dorcas moved to Stevenson 
sometime after his death and Emeline died there.

Sallie knows nothing about Dorcas living 
with any man since Wilkerson’s death but heard 
she lived for a while with a man named Garner 
and had a child named Flora by him. Dorcas was 
never married to Garner but just lived together. 
Dorcas told Sallie she would never have lived 
with him at all but she had a lot of children and a 
hard time getting along. She heard that Garner 
got killed at Stevenson.

C. L. Cargile, Probate Judge 
of Jackson Co., A1

7 June 1900
Cargile states he is the custodian of the 

marriage records of Jackson County. He made a 
deliberate search, from Oct. 1851 to 1879, but 
failed to find the marriage record of Joseph W. 
Wilkerson to Dorcas Lewis. He further certifies

15 Bedford Co. Tn marriage records for this period 
have been destroyed.

that the former “Court House was located at 
Bellefonte in this county and the Records of 
marriages prior to the year 1851 was destroyed 
during the Rebellion.”

[Margaret] Elizabeth (Wilkerson) Arnold
22 Nov 1901

Elizabeth says she thinks she is 48 years old. 
Her Post Office is Stevenson, Alabama. She is 
the wife of Robert Arnold and the daughter of 
Joseph Wilkerson who was never in the Rebel 
army. They had lived about eight miles from 
Chickasaw, Alabama right close to the 
Mississippi line. He was overseeing for a man 
named Price and had to leave there to keep from 
going to the war. He then moved to Blountsville 
[?], Ala. and then to Sand Mountain near 
Trenton, then to Cumberland Mountain near 
Larkinsville and he then went into the Union 
Army from there.

Margaret is unaware of it if Elisha Garner 
and her mother passed as man and wife. 
Margaret was away from home and thought 
Garner boarded there. He was staying at 
Dorcas’s house when he got killed. “I think she 
drove him off and he went to Stevenson, got on 
a drunk, and I suppose a train killed him.” 
Margaret does not know if there was an inquest. 
She has been married 23, nearly 24 years and 
Elisha Gamer was killed two or three years 
before she was married. She saw him dead. It 
was very cold weather with snow on the ground 
when he got killed. Her mother never had any 
other man about her after that.

Martha Jane (Wilkerson) Adams
22 Nov 1901

“I am, I reckon, 44 years old” with Post 
Office at Bass Station, Ala. She is the wife of 
Frank Adams but “he don’t live here.” She is 
the daughter of Dorcas Wilkerson and Joseph 
Wilkerson. Martha Jane doesn’t remember the 
date of her father’s death. If her mother ever 
remarried, she didn’t know it. Dorcas had Elisha 
Garner living with her afterwards. Martha Jane 
didn’t stay at home then. Dorcas put “us 
children out. She kept Joe & Will & Mary, the 
three youngest children, with her till they were 
married. The rest of us she put out to live with 
people for a home for us.”

15
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Martha Jane says she went home “maybe 
once in six months or a year and would stay all 
night. I have stayed a week. Yes, my mother 
and Elisha Gamer claimed to be man & wife 
when I would be at home on visits. Yes, Garner 
lived with her till he got killed. Yes, she was 
known as Mrs. Gamer at that time.”

Martha Jane says she was small when they 
began to live together. She just thought Gamer 
was staying there. They were hired to the same 
place when Martha Jane first knew of him. “I 
don’t know if he is the father of Flora or not. I 
reckon my mother has just had one child since 
my father died.”

Martha Jane says she first married 25 years 
ago and Elisha Gamer was dead when she 
married. She thinks he was killed 27 or 28 years 
ago. Some said a train killed him and other say 
he got knocked in the head. They said he was 
drinking. There was a show in town. I don’t 
know what show.

Her first recollection of where they lived 
was in the mountains near Larkinsville, Ala. 
She can remember when her sister, Emeline, 
died in cold weather the year of the surrender. 
“I don’t know dates of birth of any of the 
children.”
Signed: Martha Jane Adams
Note: She is the only one who has signed her
name; all others signed with an X.

Dick Taylor Certification 
Clerk of Franklin Co. Tn Court

29 Oct 1901
“Elisha Gamer to Dorcas Wilkerson, license 

issued January 4th 1870.”
Dick Taylor certifies “that the above & 

foregoing is a true & perfect copy of the 
marriage record of the License issued to Elisha 
Garner to Dorcas Wilkerson. [Ed: There was no 
return, meaning there is no proof of the marriage 
being solemnized.]

End

Land Office at Huntsville, A. / 7// I f  CPCWvt'Cl/ -  183.5

n  is hereby certified, T h a t in pursuance of law,

--------------------—---------------------------------- of ------------ Countv;v, A )

on this day purchased of the Register of the Land Office at Huntsville, Ala. the lot or

Cjl ICAl Icaj (/J  f h f i  > { /{ fit/}  C^l/1 C K /ffu  d j  -------------------- Section No. in

Township No. (f/P U  — of Range No. containing r f / t l / l f i S  f y u  to “Ttcrcs.
/ s- ^  fffO

a t the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, amounting to S f j y .  / ( / / J ------------

for which lot or iY /lfl7 P h  f / i f p / j f  Cf.l-tCiAifjMj O jl4 tu S o it/fU  rtlf& ft{jb te tZ Z jU  Section the said

/% ,V6tA-V jfd G fC J  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- having made

payment in full as required by law : Now, therefore, be it  known, that on presentation of this Cer

tificate to the Commissioner of the General Laud Office, the said $ f/(/6 t/t/b  -----------------

---------------------- — — ----- --------- —— ------------------- ------ -------  shall be entitled to a patent for the

Lot or cY viA U . M O P /11C jl U tD byu o j S i r v t A / U  Section above described.

Begister.

Certificate of Purchase of Land for Evan Jacks
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Deed Book A-3 

Part 1
Copied and Contributed by Howell Sims

This large book of early deeds is housed in the Lauderdale County Courthouse. Deed records are 
probably the most overlooked genealogical tools in America, yet they are among the most important. 
From the deeds you might determine your ancestor’s parents, the elusive name of the wife, where they 
lived, what state and county they were from and countless other important facts. Lauderdale County, 
established in 1818, is fortunate as they have had no fires, floods, or other calamities and have most, if not 
all, of their original records.

Sparkman and Lamont to Joseph Mather
Page 1
29 Dec. 1820 
Power of Attorney

Samuel Sparkman, Danel Lamont and 
Joseph Mather, merchants, are assignees of the 
estate and effects of William Schlatter16 of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They appoint 
Joseph Mather as their true and lawful attorney. 
They give him full power, lawful authority in 
their names, as assignees of William Schlatter, 
to manage and conduct all the affairs, matters, 
and concerns of said estate. He is authorized to 
demand, sue, and by all lawful ways and means, 
to recover and receive from all persons, bodies 
politic, or corporation, monies, wares and 
merchandise, debts, effects, dues an demands, 
due and owing William Schlatter.

Mather is to take possession, custody and 
power of all effects, goods and chattels 
belonging to the estate and to contract for the 
sale of same at public auction or private sale, or 
otherwise dispose of all their right, title, share or 
interest in the estate.
Signed:

Samuel Sparkman 
Danel Lamont 
Joseph Mather 

Witness:
Jno. Antrew[?]
Robert Wharton

Personally appeared Samuel Sparkman, David

16 From the way the t ’s were crossed I am unable to 
determine if  the name is Schlatter or Schtaller.

[Daniel?] Lamont and Joseph Mather before 
Robert Wharton, Mayor of the City of 
Philadelphia, Pa. who are assignees of the estate 
and effects of William Schlatter.

Recorded 18 April 1825 by W. W. Garrard, 
Clerk of Lauderdale Co., Alabama County 
Court.

Cypress Land Co. to John Coffee
Pages 4 - 6  
7 Feb 1825 
Power of Attorney

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Co., appoint John 
Coffee their lawful attorney.

Coffee is hereby commissioned, in their 
names, to deliver to the purchasers of land and 
lots, deeds in fee simple. He is to receive all 
sums of money that are now or may hereafter 
become due to the Cypress Land Co.

Coffee is to do and perform all and 
everything necessary for carrying into effect the 
premises hereby granted.
Signed:

LeRoy Pope 
Thomas Bibb 
James Jackson 
Dabney Morriss 
John McKinley 

Witnesses:
M. B. Herman
N. W. Clifton 
J. B. Sannoner 
A. W. H. Clifton 
John Simpson 
A. H. Davis
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Delivered to John Coffee 9 May 1825. 
Proven before W. W. Garrard, Clerk of 
Lauderdale County Court. The signatures of 
Pope, Bibb and Jackson were proven 5 April 
1825. The signature of John McKinley was 
proven 14 April 1825.

Cypress Land Co. to Squire Pealer
Pages 7 - 8  
12 April 1825 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Co., by John 
Coffee their attorney in fact of the first part, and 
John Coffee, the other trustee, of the other part.

LeRoy Pope, et al, for the sum of S200 paid 
by Squire Pealer, does grant and sell to Pealer 
Lot No. 101 designated in the town of Florence, 
with appurtenances. Seller warrants title. Said 
lot hereby conveyed against the claim of the said 
parties of the first part and their heirs.
Signed:

LeRoy Pope 
Thomas Bibb 
James Jackson 
Dabney Morriss 
John McKinley 
John Coffee

John Coffee, agent for the within named trustees 
of the Cypress Land Co. proved the deed on 12 
April 1825. Recorded 30 April 1825.

Cypress Land Co. to John Asher
Pages 8-9 
16 April 1825 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Co., by John 
Coffee, their attorney in fact, and by John 
Coffee, another trustee, of the first part.

LeRoy Pope et al sell to John Asher, for the 
sum of SI000 to them paid, lot No. 363 
designated in the plan of the Town of Florence, 
containing 7-1/2 acres. Pope et al warrant title. 
Signed:

LeRoy Pope 
Dabney Morriss 
Thomas Bibb 
James Jackson

John McKinley
John Coffee proved deed 15 April 1825 and 
recorded same 20 April 1825.

Deed delivered to Asher 25 April 1825.

Cypres Land Co. to William Kidd
Page 10 
20 April 1825 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Co. and John 
Coffee, the other trustee, sell to William Kidd 
for $367 Lot No. 11 designated in the plan of the 
town of Florence.
Signed:

LeRoy Pope 
Dabney Morriss 
James Jackson 
John McKinley 
John Coffee

Proven by John Coffee before W. W. Garrard, 
Clerk, on 20 April 1825.

Recorded 21 April 1825.
Delivered to William Kidd 21 April 1825

John Howell to Samuel Wilson in Trust
Pages 11-13  
28 April 1825 
Deed of Trust

Note discrepancy: In one place the debt is 
shown as $215.28 but in all other places it is 
$115.28.

John Howell owes James Waldrip $115.28 
as will more fully appear by reference to an 
execution now in the hands of Elias Farris, 
issued on Samuel Nelson, Esquire.

Howell is desirous and willing to secure 
said debt to Waldrip who is willing to indulge 
Howell.

Now, therefore, Howell for and in 
consideration of $115.28 plus $1 in hand paid 
before delivery of these presents, has conveyed 
and sold to Samuel Wilson, in trust, the 
following property:

One bay horse
One sorrel horse named Gim 
One wagon and gear 
Five cows and calves 
Twelve head of sheep 
Four beds and furniture
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1

One “bubbar” [?]
One chisel &c

Wilson is to permit Howell to keep possession 
of the property until 1 Dec next [1825] at which 
time if default is made in the payments of 
$215.28 then Samuel Wilson is to take 
possession of the property.

After giving 20 days notice of the time and 
place of sale, by advertisement put up on the 
door of the court house and at least three other 
public places in the neighborhood, said property 
will be sold at the dwelling house of Howell, or 
so much as will be sufficient to satisfy and pay 
the debt and costs and charges therein. Any 
balance left over after paying debt and charges is 
to go to Howell.

If debt of $115.28 is paid and satisfied 
before 1 Dec 1825 then this indenture is void.

Signed by James Waldrop with an X.
Signed by S. Wilson
Witness: Levi Howell

John Howell, James Waldrop and Samuel 
Nelson personally appeared before W. W. 
Garrard, Clerk, and acknowledged the signing of 
this document on 29 April 1825.

Recorded 4 May 1825.

Joseph L. D. Smith to Daniel D,
& Dorothy L. J. Mason

Page 14 [Note: Two pages numbered 14.]
18 May 1823 
Warranty Deed

Joseph L. D. Smith of Lauderdale County, 
Alabama of the first part and Daniel D. Mason 
and Dorothy L. J. Mason, his wife, of 
Humphreys County, Tennessee of the other part. 
Smith sells to the Masons for $15,000 900 acres 
in North Hampton County, North Carolina 
whereon is situated the County Courthouse.

The land is described as beginning at a dead 
pine at the comer of John Nichols and Bowen 
Branch, deceased, now Doctor Thomas Peetes’, 
to John Harris’s comer near the old road that 
leads from the Court House to Miles Newsom’s; 
then along said Harris’s line to Potocasy Swamp 
or Creek then down the meanders of said swamp 
or creek to the comer of Jesse Underway, ... to 
the line of James C. Harison, formerly Coetes 
Jones’s, then along said line to the line of 
Norman Branch at Bridge’s Ferry; then along 
Branch’s line to Little Swamp then down the

meanders of Little Swamp to John Nichols, 
deceased, to the beginning. This is to include all 
the privileges of a mill built by the late Col. 
Jeptha Etherland, deceased.
Signed:

J. L. D. Smith 
Witness:

Anthony P. Armstead 
William G. Ragsdale 
William Laseter

Deed proven by Joseph L. D. Smith in 
Lauderdale County 3 May 1825. Recorded 4 
May 1825.

Joseph L. D. Smith Relinquished Land to 
Government.17

Pages 15 -  16 
Date: 30 March 1825 
Relinquishment

Joseph L. D. Smith, by his attorney in fact, 
declared his consent to the provisions of the Act 
of Congress passed on 18 May 1824 entitled 
“An Act to Provide for the Extinguishment of 
the Debt due to the United States by purchase of 
Public Lands.”

Smith relinquishes the following lands:
W/2 SW/4 Sec. 31-2-11W purchased 9 

March 1818 - $1151.78-1/2
SW/4 Sec. 35-2-7W purchased 2 March 

1818-$100.17
SW/4 Sec. 29-4-7W purchased 6 Feb. 1818 

- $2804.55

17 From 1818 -  1820 lands in Lauderdale County 
(and elsewhere) could be purchased on credit. With a 
very small “hold” payment, one was given 40 days to 
make the down payment of 25% of the purchase 
price. The purchaser then had five years to pay for 
the land

Unfortunately for many speculators, the War of 
1812 and a depression in 1819 crippled the economy 
to the degree that many were about to lose 
everything. On 18 May 1824 Congress passed an act 
allowing those faced with ruin from over buying 
land, to relinquish some of their land back to the 
Government. Payments made on the relinquished 
land would be credited toward land not relinquished 
thereby stabilizing the economy and providing more 
land for others to patent. Such was the case with 
Joseph L. D. Smith.
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Smith requests that the above sums be applied to 
the following lands:

W/2 SE/4 Sec. 23-3-12W purchased 10 
Mar 1818 - $1,078.00i4

E/2 SE/4 Sec. 19-2-11W purchased 7 
March 1818-$468.86.

SE/4 Sec. 31-2-11W purchased 9 March 
1818-$260.04

Signed by Joseph L. D. Smith on 30 March 
1825; acknowledged by B. S. Pope, Huntsville 
Land Office 5 May 1825.

Joseph L. D. Smith to James Jackson Land 
Patent

Page 16
Date: 1 May 1824, Washington, D. C.
Land Patent

Joseph L. D. Smith, assignee of James 
Jackson, deposited in the General Land Office at 
Huntsville, Alabama, a certificate proving full 
payment was made for fractional Sections 30 
and 31, Township 3 South, Range 11 West 
containing 669.45 acres.

This Patent signed by George Graham, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for 
President James Monroe.

Recorded in Washington D. C., in Vol. 10, 
p. 389

Recorded in Lauderdale Co., A1 on 5 May 
1825.

Joseph L. D. Smith, assignee of John D. 
Carroll, Land Patent

Page 17 
5 May 1825 
Land Patent

Joseph L. D. Smith, assignee of John D. 
Carroll, deposited in the General Land Office at 
Huntsville, Alabama, a certificate proving full 
payment has been made for the E/2 SE/4 of 
Section 23-2-12W containing 80.26 acres.

Signed by George Graham, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office in Washington, D.
C. , for President James Monroe.

Recorded in Vol. 10, p. 389 in Washington,
D. C. on 1 May 1824.

Recorded in Lauderdale Co., A1 5 May 
1825.

Cypress Land Co. to Patrick Andrews
Page 18

Date: 28 April 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cyrpess Land Company, by John 
Coffee their attorney in fact, and John Coffee the 
other trustee of one part and Patrick Andrews of 
the other part.

For $1333-1/3 the Cypress Land Company 
sells to Patrick Andrews Lot No. 364 designated 
in the plan of the Town of Florence and the lot 
adjoining containing 7.43 acres with
appurtenances thereto.

Signed by LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, 
Dabney Morriss, James Jackson and John 
McKinley.

Witness: F. Sannoner 
Proven 9 May 1825

Wm. & Belpha Kidd to Wm. W. Garrard:
Page 19 
28 April 1825 
Warranty Deed

William Kidd and Belpha Kidd, his wife, 
sell to William W. Garrard, for $125.00, by 
Garrard in hand paid, the N/2 N/2 of Lot No. 11 
with appurtenances as designated in the plan of 
the Town of Florence.

Acknowledged by William Kidd 28 April 
1825 before William C. Bruce, J. P.

Belpha Kidd -  Dower18
Pages 18 and 20 (duplicates)
28 April 1825 
Relinquishment of Dower

Belpha Kidd, wife of William Kidd, 
acknowledges she signed said conveyance. She 
swears it was of her own free will and accord 
without any fear, threats or compulsion of her 
husband and that she has no wish to retract

18 Dower. Alabama law decreed that when a man 
sold his property, his wife must sign a statement of 
relinquishment o f her share o f the land in order to 
give a clear title. This was for her protection as it 
would not allow him to sell the land without her 
knowledge and permission. To be assured the sale 
was with her permission, the clerk was to take her 
aside and question her as to whether she signed the 
relinquishment o f her own free will or whether it was 
under duress.

20



Ballcg SicauEB Caubcrbalc County B dIuihe 35, !Nd. 1

■V

*

therefrom. She was examined privately, 
separately and apart from her husband.
Witnessed by William C. Bruce 
Recorded 16 May 1825

Wigglesworth to Kidd
Page 20 -  23 
17 Feb 1825 
Deed of Trust

Adison Wigglesworth of the first part, 
James Irvine of the second part and Presly Ward 
and William Kidd of the third part, all of 
Lauderdale Co., Al.

Adison Wigglesworth signed two notes to 
Presly Ward on 10 Jan 1824, each in the sum of 
$160. One was due and payable “on the 10 day 
thereafter” and the other became due a year later 
on 10 Jan 1825.

Presly Ward assigned the notes to William 
Kidd on 16 Jan 1824 for payment of said notes. 
Kidd has filed suit against Wigglesworth for the 
recovery of said notes in the circuit court of 
Lauderdale Co.

Adison Wigglesworth is desirous and 
willing to secure Kidd against loss and therefore 
he sells, in trust, to James Irvine two Negro men 
slaves now in possession of Ezekiel H. Hudnull 
in the town of Florence. They are (1) Billy, a 
yellow boy, a carpenter by trade about 20 years 
of age and (2) Reubin, also a yellow boy, a 
carpenter about age 18.

If Adison pays the above debts then this 
deed is void. If debts are not paid then James 
Irvine to hire out said Negroes to the best 
advantage with monies derived from same to be 
applied toward discharge of said notes. When 
debts and interest plus costs are paid, the 
Negroes are to be returned to 
Adison Wigglesworth, the original owner.
Signed 13 May 1825 

A. Wiglesworth 
Jas. Irvin 
P. Ward 
William Kidd 

Witness:
J. Caldwell
G. F. E. Heedwell[?]

Recorded 16 May 1825

Note: A notation in the margin said: “Delivered 
to William Kidd 13 of January 1826.”

Patrick Andrews to John Simpson
Pages 23 -  24 
19 May 1825 
Warranty Deed

Patrick Andrews sells to John Simpson, for 
$5,400 in hand paid by Simpson before 
ensealing and delivery of these presents, part of 
Lot No. 364 designated in the plan of the Town 
of Florence containing 2.90 acres more or less, 
with appurtenances.
Witness:

Thomas Simpson 
James H. Weakley

Acknowledged by Patrick Andrews 20 May 
1825 and recorded.

Cypress Land Co. to Francis Camper
Pages 25 -  26 
23 May 1825 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss, John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Company, by John 
Coffee their attorney in fact, and John Coffee the 
other trustee, of one part and Francis Camper of 
the other part.

For the sum of $395.00 the Cypress Land 
Company sells to Francis Camper, Lot No. 92 as 
designated in the plan of the Town of Florence, 
said sum paid before the delivery of property. 
Signed:

LeRoy Pope )
Thomas Bibb )
James Jackson } by John Coffee
Dabney Morriss )
John McKinley )
John Coffee 

Witness:
William Weakly 
James H. Weakly

Deed acknowledged by John Coffee on behalf of 
himself and the other trustees on 23 May 1825. 
Recorded 24 May 1825.

John & Nancy Asher to Thomas Farmer
Pages 2 6 -2 8  
31 May 1825 
Warranty Deed

John Asher and Nancy Asher, his wife, sell 
to Thomas Farmer, all of Lauderdale Co.,

21



UaUiQ Ceaues CauiiErbalE (Enuntg BnUtmE 35, No. 1

Alabama, property for the sum of $400, which 
sum is already paid.

The property was Lot No. 360 in the plan of 
the Town of Florence. The lot is bounded as 
follows: beginning at the intersection of 
Tuscaloosa and Pine Streets then running up 
Pine Street 13 rods, then southwardly 9-1/2 rods 
back to the alley, thence southeastwardly to 
Tuscaloosa St. then northeasterly 9-1/2 rods to 
the beginning. The Ashers warrant title.
Signed:

John Asher 
Nancy Asher

Acknowledged by the Ashers 23 May 1825

Relinquishment of Dower, Nancy Asher
Nancy Asher, the wife of John Asher, 

relinquished her right to dower in the above- 
described lot on 6 June 1825. She was 
questioned away and apart from her husband and 
said she signed the deed of her own free will 
without coercion by her husband. Recorded 6 
June 1825.
Cypess Land Co. to Wm. G. Brim
Pages 28 -  29

9 June 1825 
Warranty Deed

LeRoy Pope, Thomas Bibb, James Jackson, 
Dabney Morriss, and John McKinley, five of the 
trustees of the Cypress Land Co., by John 
Coffee their attorney in fact, and John Coffee, 
the other trustee, of one part and William G. 
Brim of the other part.

The Cypress Land Co. sells to William G. 
Brim, for $170, by Brim to them in hand paid 
before the signing and delivery of these presents, 
Lot No. 5 designated in the plan of the town of 
Florence.
Signed:

LeRoy Pope )
Thomas Bibb )
James Jackson } by John Coffee
Dabney Morriss )
John McKinley )
John Coffee

Acknowledged by John Coffee and delivered for 
recording 9 June 1825. Recorded 10 June 1825.

This series will continue in the next issue of 
THallê  ICEauea.
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Delia Logged Claim

(“Colored”)
Abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from material furnished by Ranee Pruitt.

There were a surprising number of people of color who made claims for the loss of personal property 
after the war. Delia Logwood’s claim for $4,877.50 was one of them. This claim demonstrates vividly 
the fact that some people of color were subjected to pain and loss the same as whites.

r

On 18 September 1873, at Courtland, 
Lawrence Co., Alabama, Delia Logwood (with 
her lawyer, John Whelan) made claim for 
property used and destroyed by Northern troops 
during the Civil War.

Mrs. Logwood states she is 69 years of age 
and a resident of Courtland, Alabama. Her 
husband died on 30 October 1866 leaving seven 
children as follows:

Jane Logwood aged 32 years
William H. Logwood aged 29 years
Burt Logwood aged 27 years
Jack Logwood aged 26 years
Edward Logwood aged 21 years
Horace Logwood aged 19 years
Virginia Logwood aged 16 years.

Burt died Oct. 14, 1872 and Horace died June 
20, 1870. The rest of the children are still living.

Delia states she was made free “by the will 
of my master and father, Matt Clay of Virginia, 
when I was eighteen years of age and an amount 
of money put in the hands of Edgar Swope as 
my guardian to be given me when married.”

She married Daniel Logwood when she was 
21 years of age. Her husband was a slave when 
she married him and he belonged to his half- 
brother, William Logwood, from whom Delia 
purchased him for $535 about a year after they 
were married.

At the onset of the Civil War she owned one 
town lot in Courtland containing two acres with 
a good substantial two-story frame house in 
which she lived, and out buildings; one half-acre 
lot with a one story house; and thirty acres of

good cleared land adjoining the town. All of 
this property was her sole and separate property 
and did not belong to her husband.

During the war, she and her husband were 
both loyal to the Union.

In May 1862, General Mitchell made her 
place his headquarters. His command took all 
the corn she had which was about 100 bushels in 
her crib. The crib was about 15x20 feet and 
about 12 feet high. It was over half full when 
taken. “The men camped all around the place 
and fed the com.” They also used 600 or 700 
bundles of fodder.

She states she talked to General Turchin 
about her property and was told she would get 
paid for the property sometime, but that it might 
not be in her lifetime but her children would get 
it.

In the summer, Col. Roberts’s command 
camped on the creek in her field. She had 23 
acres in corn and the men cut it all down and fed 
it to their horses when the corn was “in roasting 
ears.” Col. Roberts told her she would get pay 
for her corn but did not give her a receipt.

In summer of 1864, Col. Phillips made a 
raid through the valley and drove away a large 
number of cattle, among which they took some 
belonging to Mrs. Logwood but she doesn’t 
know how many nor their value.

Mrs. Logwood also had a good pair of mules 
taken by the Federals but does not remember 
which command took them nor exactly when 
they were taken. In December of 1864, the 
soldiers burned the fences around her cornfields 
using them for fuel with which to keep warm as 
the weather was very cold.
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She also had a pile of cedar posts and a 
quantity of lumber piled up near her house 
which was taken by the Federal Army.

Also taken were meal, bacon, at least 25 
bushels of sweet potatoes and sacks of flour. 
She complained to Col. Long about the way his 
men treated her and he promised to stop them 
but never did.

Col. Long gave her a receipt for what his 
men had taken and she sent it to Col. Doolittle at 
Dreaton, Alabama by her son, Burt, who has 
since died.

General Stedman came in the last of 
December, 1864 and camped on her place. He 
had 1500 white soldiers and 5,000 colored 
troops. She sent her son to General Craft [?] to 
tell him how badly his men were tearing up her 
property and he sent a guard to protect her. 
Some of his officers slept in her house.
Signed: Dela Logwood by her mark.

David Randall says he is 51 years of age, a 
farmer, and lives near Gilmer in Lawrence 
County, Alabama.

From 1860 to 1865 he belonged to Mr. 
McMahan and lived in Courtland. He saw two 
2-year-old mules taken from Mrs. Logwood’s 
stable by a “big crowd” of soldiers. He says 
they also took a two-horse wagon, hauled it out 
into the road and burned it.

Signed: David Randal by his mark

Joseph C. Baker’s Affidavit
Joseph Baker states he is 57 years of age, an 

attorney at law, and resides in Courtland. He did 
not see any of Mrs. Logwood’s property taken 
but was able to testily as to the real estate she 
owned and the condition of the fencing around 
her cornfields.

Signed: Joseph C. Baker

t

Abram Brown’s Affidavit
(“Colored”)

Abram Brown, says he is 67 years old and 
lives near Gilmer in Lawrence County, 
Alabama. From 1861 to 1865 he lived in 
Courtland and belonged to Mr. James. He lived 
near Delia Logwood. He basically confirmed 
what Delia had already stated about her losses. 
He did add that Mrs. Logwood had a big pile 
(about two wagonloads) of sawed lumber on her 
lot with which to build a house.

Signed: Abram Brown by his mark.

David Randall’s Affidavit
(“Colored”)

James J. Pearce Affidavit
James J. Pierce states he is age 61, a resident 

of Courtland, and a painter by occupation.
He was present and saw the fences taken in 

December 1864 when the weather was very 
cold. It was burned for the comfort of the men.

Signed: James J. Pearce

Abram G. Masters Affidavit
Abram G. Masters says he is age 50, a 

farmer, and resides six miles southeast of 
Courtland. He lived in Courtland until 1864 
when he lived one mile from Courtland. He 
confirmed Mrs. Logwood’s statements.

Signed: Abram G. Masters 
-End-
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pain and suffering their families endured during the early formative 
years on the American frontier.

The stories cover the main aspects of frontier life in the 
territories of Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and Maryland in the east; 
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia and West Virginia in Appalachia, and 
Texas, Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana in the south.

Thirteen of the 41 American presidents are confirmed as direct 
descendants of 18th century Scots-Irish settlers, and other luminaries. 
From this ethnic strain came Davy Crockett, Sam Houston, James 
Robertson, John Donelson, James White, John Adair, Samual Doak, 
John C. Calhoun, Charles Thomson, Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” 
Jackson, J. E. B. Stuart, Samuel Langhom Clemens (Mark Twain), 
Edgar Allen Poe, George Armstrong Custer, Cyrus McCormick and 
Stephen Collins Foster.

In his lectures delivered at universities, colleges, historic 
museums, and parks in cities and towns throughout the various 
American states, Mr. Kennedy provides an illuminating insight into 
what President Theodore Roosevelt described as “a stem and venic 
people” -  “a bold and hardy people who formed the kernel of that 
American stock who were the pioneers in the march westwards.”

Bill Kennedy comes from an Ulster-Scots Presbyterian 
background. He is a journalist of wide recognition in Northern 
Ireland over a period of 30 years. With the Ulster-Belfast New Letter, 
a newspaper founded in 1737, he has been a news editor for 18 years 
and assistant editor and lead writer for “Live, Living in County 
Armagh.”

He now operates as a full-time freelance journalist, public 
relations consultant, author and lecturer. His abiding interest is in the 
history of the Scots-Irish settlements on the American frontier. 
Through his authorship, Mr. Kennedy has lectured on the Scots-Irish 
dispersion in America in major cities and towns in the south eastern 
Appalachian region, on the eastern seaboard, and in Texas.

Bill Kennedy is an authority on American country music and 
culture and also specializes in sport and religious affairs.

His books can be purchased at Bames & Noble in Huntsville 
and will be available for sale at the lecture on October 19th..

Even though this lecture has sponsors and is free to the public, 
donations would be greatly appreciated.



BILL KENNEDY COMES TO 
HUNTSVILLE

The Scots-Irish in America

Most of us have Scots-Irish roots and we now have a rare 
opportunity to find out more about them. Northern Ireland Journalist- 
author, Bill Kennedy, an expert on the 18th century Scots-Irish 
settlements in the United States, will be in Huntsville to speak to us 
(and field questions) on October 19, 2000 at 6:30 p.m.

His trip to Huntsville is co-sponsored by the Tennessee Valley 
Genealogical Society and the Huntsville-Madison County Public 
Library. It is free to the public on a first-come, first-served basis and 
will be in the auditorium of the Library. Due to lack of space, we 
must limit attendance to 100 so it is necessary to make 
reservations by calling the Huntsville Public Library at 532-5950.

Mr. Kennedy has published five books on the 18 century 
Scots-Irish settlements in America and will publish a sixth book in 
October: Heroes o f the Scots-Irish in the United Kingdom and 
America. His books are:

(1) Scots-Irish in Pennsylvania & Kentucky.
(2) Scots-Irish in the Carolinas
(3) Scots-Irish in the Hills o f Tennessee
(4) Scots-Irish in the Shenandoah Valley
(5) Faith and Freedom

This highly popular series of books widens the inspiring story 
of how a highly determined and courageous, God-fearing people from 
the north of Ireland, stamped their distinctive Presbyterian character 
on American life from the time they crossed the Atlantic in the early 
18th century.

Our Scots-Irish ancestors moved the American frontier to its 
outer limits. They set up local governments, founded log cabin 
churches, and established school that expanded into some of the 
foremost educational institutions in the United States.

In his books, Mr. Kennedy records the human stories of plain, 
ordinary people whose outstanding level of achievement, in regions 
like Tennessee and Kentucky, had to be measured against the great
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William Clark to Mary Mason Smith 
Marriage Contract

The following marriage contract was found in Franklin County, Tennessee. It was among loose 
papers sorted by the “Project Preservation” committee. Our thanks to Jeanne Bigger and this worthwhile 
group of dedicated volunteers.

Whereas a marriage is contemplated shortly 
to take place between the undersigned William 
Clarke of Madison County, Alabama and Mary 
Mason Smith of Lawrence County, Alabama. 
The said William Clarke being desirous of 
securing the property of Mary to her individual 
use, it is covenanted and agreed as follows:

William Clarke covenants to hold all the 
property, moneys and chose19 in action which he 
may acquire by virtue of said contemplated 
marriage, as trustee for the sole and separate use 
of his said intended wife.

If the money or the proceeds of said chose 
in action, which he may acquire by virtue of said 
marriage, shall be vested in land, Negroes, or 
other property, such proceeds to be held by him 
in like manner.

If the said Mary M. should die leaving a 
child or children, then said property is to be held

by William, as trustee for said children. If 
William should survive Mary, she leaving no 
children, then William is to hold said property 
absolutely, divested of any trust.

William Clarke doth hereby free [?] this 
covenant and agree with Mary that he will at any 
time after said contemplated marriage, when 
requested by Mary, convey all said property to 
some suitable person. This person shall hold the 
same as trustee for the sole and separate use of 
the said Mary, and for the trust above specified.

Witness our hands and seals this 5th day of 
August 1847.

/s/ Wm. Clarke 
Is/ Mary M. Smith 

Witness:
Joseph C. Bradley
John H. Harris

Acknowledged by Clerk 13 Dec 1860.

19 Chose in action: In this case, a right to recover 
money or property by legal action on behalf of Mary.
(Blacks)
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Southern Claims Commission

A “must-read” for those persons researching their ancestors in the Civil War era of
the South

From time to time, we will be carrying claims by various people, from all the counties covered by TVGS. 
Many of our members are not familiar with the records of the Southern Claims Commission even though 
we carried some of these claims in Volumes 25 and 26. Since that was over ten years ago we felt it 
necessary to run an “Introduction” again to help you understand the background of your ancestor’s claim.

These records are a major research tool of 
the post-Civil War period. Due primarily to the 
glamorized garbage put out by Hollywood, we 
are generally led to believe that all Southerners 
were strongly in favor of secession and eagerly 
went off to war to whip those pushy Yankees. 
Not so.

Alabama did vote to secede from the Union 
but not without strong opposition. After the 
point of no return had been reached and the 
shooting began, most of those opposed to 
secession went along with their neighbors and 
supported the Confederacy.

There were some holdouts, however, who 
stuck by their convictions and continued to 
support the United States Government during 
the entire period of conflict. It was for those 
holdouts that Congress established the Southern 
Claims Commission on 3 March 1872. Their 
purpose was to reimburse the Northern 
sympathizers living in the South for property 
taken or used by Federal troops during the war.

As Dr. Gary B. Mills states in the 
introduction to his authoritative book, Civil War 
Claims in the South, “While many of the 
claimants were basically honest and set forth 
their claim in a manner they felt just, there were 
still extenuating factors that might have affected 
the claim filed.”

Dr. Mills goes on to say that many of the 
claimants, although testifying to their support of 
the Union during the war, were actually 
“staunch Confederates who felt that the Union 
justly owed them much, if not for anything else 
than the loss of their slaves and the hardships 
and deprivations of war.”

The Commissioners appointed to take the 
deposition of claimants and their witnesses soon 
became clever at detecting persons who did not 
fit the strict guidelines of acceptability. For 
instance, of approximately 244 claims made in 
Jackson County, only a little over 100 were 
found to be from genuine northern'supporters 
and only a few of those got the amount they 
asked for. As Dr. Mills says, “It would have 
been a naive claimant who did not adjust his 
losses upwards.”

Of 22,298 claims submitted from the twelve 
Southern states, only 7,092 were paid. Of those 
submitted, 1,119 were from the nine counties of 
Alabama covered by Balleg ffitauEH (244 from 
Jackson, 220 from Lauderdale, 217 from 
Madison, 174 from Limestone, 89 from Colbert, 
62 from Lawrence, 45 from Morgan, 41 from 
Marshall and 27 from Franklin Counties.)

In many cases, ex-slaves were asked to 
testify for or against the claimant.

There were 80 questions asked each 
claimant. Claimants who were slaves at the 
beginning of the war were exempt from 
answering 78 of the questions. If a claimant was 
dead, the questions had to be answered by each 
of the heirs or legatees age 16 and over when the 
war closed.

Some cases initially disallowed by the 
Commission were sent by reference of Congress 
to the U. S. Court of Claims which Congress had 
established to handle suits against the 
government by citizens.
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Limestone Co. Chancery Court Minutes

In the Limestone County Archives in Athens, there were many loose files which, upon inspection, were 
found to be minutes of the Limestone County Circuit Court in Chancery. Philip Reyer, Limestone 
County Archivist, microfilmed them. They were obtained and abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson.

Minerva Coffman vs. Marcum G. Coffman 
Divorce

Ed: Complainant’s first name written both 
Manerva and Minerva

Manerva Arledge married Marcum G. 
Coffman in 1855. In 1866, she filed for a 
divorce on the grounds that Marcrum physically 
abused her and that he was having an affair with 
a neighbor, Nancy Catherine “Katy” 
(Sanderson) Smith, the ex-wife of the late 
Pinkney Smith. Manerva’s lawyer was Leonard 
P. Walker.

This is an extremely long case, therefore, 
duplicate testimony will not be given here.

Marcum Coffman Tried for Adultery 
Selection of Grand Jury 

16 Oct 1865
Present: Hon. S. C. Posey, judge of the 4th 

Judicial Circuit, and R. J. Mendum, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court; A. L. McKinney, Sheriff, and S. 
M. Morrow, Solicitor.

Seventeen jurors20 were called but there 
were only 13 in attendance. The Sheriff was 
ordered to immediately summon four persons 
from among the bystanders from which two 
were to be drawn as jurors. Jurors for this term 
were:
Gilbert, Thomas H., foreman
Bailes, Thomas J. 
Carter, John W. 
Clem, John W. 
Davis, James B. 
Griffis, A. P. 
Grigsby, Ed. W.

Hardeman, C. F. 
Pickett, Steptoe 
Tanner, Samuel Jr. 
Twitty, S. C. 
Williamson, John H. 
Clem, John W

[Ed. Note: Fifteen were empanelled including 
the bailiffs.]

20 A grand jury must consist o f at least 12 and not 
more than 23 persons. (Blacks)

Oscar A. Evans and Thomas G. Tucker 
were sworn as bailiffs to the grand jury. In the 
Fall term 1865, the Grand Jury found that 
Marcus Kaufman did live with Kate Smith in a 
state of adultery or fornication, against the peace 
and dignity of the State of Alabama.

The Grand Jury was discharged Thursday, 
October 19th 1865 having nothing further to 
present.

Petition for Divorce 
Dated 23 Jan 1866

Manerva is age 38.
On or about 1855 or 1856 Manerva married 

Marcum G. Coffman21 and while married 
Coffman took possession of a great deal of 
property that came to her arising from the 
munificence of her father. She and her child are 
now greatly reduced to want and hunger and are 
now suffering with cold and hunger.

Coffman, not being satisfied with reducing 
Manerva to misery and want, inflicted personal 
violence on her by beating, striking and jerking 
her with harsh, cruel and obscene abuse leaving 
her body black with bruises.

Coffman drove her from her home and 
turned her out without shelter or food, she being 
feeble with a young daughter, at the time when 
the country was at war and filled with armies 
and soldiers. He also lived in open adultery with 
one Catherine [Katy] Smith for a long time. 
Manerva is afraid of Coffman. A few days 
since, he abruptly tore her eight-year old

21 Limestone County marriage records, Book 2, 
Number 2812, shows Markham G. Coffman married 
Manerva Arledge (Arlege elsewhere) 20 May 1855 
by Thomas Block, J. P. at the residence of Thomas 
Block.
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daughter from her arms even though the child 
screamed in fear of him.

She believes Coffman is planning to place 
all their property beyond reach of the courts and 
has sold all visible property except his land 
which is now occupied by Mr. Ab. F. Flanagan.

Manerva prays for divorce and asks that 
Coffman be enjoined from disposing of his tract 
of land and that Minerva be placed in immediate 
possession of it with title in her name. She asks 
that Coffman pay all costs and attorney’s fees.

Signed Minerva Coffman by her mark.

Injunction 
Dated 1 Feb 1866

Manerva obtained an injunction preventing 
Marcum from disposing of his land. He was 
also ordered to pay $150 alimony within 30 
days. John L. Nelson was appointed trustee to 
take charge of land and deliver possession to 
Manerva. Coffman also ordered to pay Leonard 
P. Walker, Manerva’s attorney, $100.

It is further ordered that Coffman deliver 
custody and control of the child to Manerva 
immediately.

State vs. Kate Smith -  Adultery.
Dismissal -  Fall, 1866

Indictment in this cause was found by the 
Grand Jury in the fall term, 1865, of said court 
which was held at a time not authorized or 
appointed by law. Therefore, indictment 
declared void and is quashed and the defendants 
go hence and be discharged.

Charles Hardy Deposition 
2 May 1867 -  1 day, 17 mi.22

Charles Hardy has known Manerva 25 to 
30 years and Coffman about 10 or 11 years.

Coffman rented out his farm and Manerva 
had to move. Before she moved, she had no 
place to live so she stayed a while in the house 
with the Negroes. She had nothing to live on,

22 People who were asked to testify were often 
reimbursed for their time, ferry charges, toll charges 
and mileage charges. It was paid by the person for 
whom they testified. This is especially important if 
your ancestor did not own land for it gives you an 
idea of where your ancestor lived in relation to the 
courthouse.

was very poorly clad and had to borrow from 
neighbors some of the clothes she wore to town.

Hardy has seen Coffman and Mrs. Smith 
together, the first time being in what is called 
Andrew Willies’ lane. The second time was in 
the road between Sanderson’s and the Oak 
Grove Church.

Sanderson’s house was very near the road 
and Hardy has seen Coffman “in both rooms of 
the house.” This year Coffman has been living 
with Charles Hardy’s son, William Hardy.

Coffman lived in Tennessee (in Lincoln 
County or the corner of Giles Co) for a while 
and Charles and William Hardy each carried a 
load of his plunder up there. It was not the 
plunder he had when living with his wife but 
what he got from Flanagan in exchange for land 
rent. Flanagan had rented his farm.

Coffman offered to sell Charles Hardy his 
farm two months ago [February or March 1867]; 
also a cow and yearling.

Manerva has been living with a Mr. Walker 
who is her brother-in-law. Last year he lived 
just across the line in Tennessee but since last 
winter he has been living in Lauderdale County.

Deposition of Garman Gray 
23 May 1867

Garman was harvesting for Coffman and 
spent the night there, sleeping upstairs. The next 
morning, Manerva told him she didn’t sleep 
since she and Marcum quarreled all night as he 
was trying to get her to assign her Negroes to 
him.

At another time, Mrs. Coffman was at 
Gray’s house and showed Gray’s wife her 
shoulders and arms that were bruised. She told 
her Coffman had beat her several days ago. 
Garman saw some of the bruises, those decency 
allowed, although Mrs. Coffman said there were 
others on her body.

“When 1 moved the said Marcus G. 
Coffman from there” to the Sanderson home, 
Mrs. Coffman asked me if Marcus was going to 
leave her any corn, fodder & etc for a support. I 
told her he was up at the house; him and the said 
Katy Sanderson or Smith, were up there 
together.” Manerva was wearing coarse, 
homespun clothing. This conversation was 
some few days after the separation. Manerva

f
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was at that time living over the river with 
friends.

Manerva had custody of the child then. 
“Marcum told me a few days ago he now had 
custody of the child but had to tear her from her 
mother’s arms to get her and that the child was 
crying.” Marcum said it hurt him worse than 
anything.

Katherine Smith was helping Marcum 
gather up things to move, taking authority as if 
she was his wife. She called him Cat and he 
called her Katy.” He moved all beds, furniture, 
hogs, corn, fodder, and cattle. Catherine has 
been living with her father, Lewis Sanderson, 
since she and her husband, Pinkney Smith, 
separated.

Marcum sold privately his household and 
kitchen furniture and farming utensils. Gray 
does not know what he did with the proceeds. 
He paid Gray in pork and “other things” for 
moving him. Marcum tried to sell his land for 
he went to Gray to borrow a law book to see if 
he could make a deed or not.

At the time of the separation, the Negro 
woman was pregnant.

“I have never known him to go with his 
wife to church, or visiting, nor to town, but have 
known him to go with Kate Smith to town 
frequently.” Their relationship became the 
neighborhood talk.

Signed: Garman Gray by his mark

William A. Horton 
25 May 1867-1 day 11 miles

Horton saw the same bruises Gray saw. He 
saw Marcum Coffman and Katherine Smith go 
back and forth past his shop the day they moved 
Coffman into the Sanderson home. He agrees 
with Gray fully as to Coffman’s notorious 
conduct which is so public in the neighborhood. 
The day before yesterday Coffman told him that 
in their parting agreement Manerva was to have 
the child.

B. M. Townsend 
Monday, 27 May 1867

Townsend has known Manerva 25 to 30 
years and Marcum for several years before he 
married Manerva. Manerva told Townsend that 
Marcum sold off everything including her loom 
and drove her away.

After being driven off, she came to 
Townsend for advice. She was very poorly 
dressed and nearly barefoot -  her feet were 
partly out -  and “I gave her a pair of shoes and 
think my wife gave her something” as she was 
thinly clad and the weather was cold. She was 
destitute.

Townsend has frequently seen Coffman and 
Mrs. Smith together. Once he saw them in a 
small wagon with pies to sell to the soldiers. 
Kate’s brother was with them once or twice and 
Kate’s two little boys were with the wagon once 
or twice.

Once Townsend met them and they seemed 
to be in some trouble about a colt or young horse 
that Miss Rebecca Smith let Coffman have when 
“she was breaking up.” Coffman’s son sold the 
colt to a Southern soldier and Miss Rebecca 
wanted Coffman to “fix that up.” They wanted 
Townsend to come to town before Bee kart as a 
witness. Townsend sold them a colt for $10 less 
than he should have. Kate Smith expressed 
more anxiety that Townsend “get it fixed up” 
than Coffman did. [Note: This is not clear but 
apparently Coffman’s son sold the colt when he 
should not have done so.]

Coffman was living at Lewis Sanderson’s 
home. His cattle and hogs were there and once 
when Townsend passed, Coffman tried to sell 
him a steer.

Coffman once told Townsend he would like 
to sell everything he had, including his land, put 
the money in his pocket and then he could go 
anywhere he pleased.

George Hardy.
27 May 1867 - 1 day 9 miles

George Hardy is the son of Charles Hardy 
and has added nothing new.

Peggy Black
27 May 1867 -1  day 16 miles

The Negro woman’s health was poor but 
that was said to be laziness as she had children 
very fast.

Peggy saw Manerva a short time after she 
was beat and saw the bruises. Peggy does not 
know what he beat her with. Manerva wanted 
her mother’s family to look at them [the 
bruises?] which “we declined doing.”
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Peggy saw Coffman and Kate Smith pass 
through their field together. Manerva was very 
industrious and peaceable.

John Nelson
27 May 1867 -  1 day, 18 mi. travel

Coffman left his farm and took nearly 
everything away before Manerva moved out. In 
fact, he left her in a very destitute condition. 
She had to go to the neighbors’ house to get 
something to eat.

A. L. McKinney 
27 May 1867 -  1 day

McKinney is the Sheriff of Limestone 
County. He states he saw Manerva the first time 
in 1866 at which time she was very badly clad. 
She came to town and was at Houston & Pryor’s 
law office. Ab Flanagan came in while she was 
there. He stated she had walked to town23 and 
that he would carry her a part of the way back as 
it was raining and muddy; that she must get out 
of the house she was living in for he had rented 
it from Coffman. The Negroes with her were 
doing nothing but annoying him and he would 
not stand for it.

“I had a capias24 against Coffman but could 
not find him and was told he went back to 
Tennessee where he came from. I finally gave it 
to Nat Suter to serve and he told me Coffman 
was going to come in to town to attend a trial. If 
I got to see Coffman I would arrest him and 
make him give me security or put him in jail.”

/si A. L. McKinney

Answer of Marcum G. Coffman 
18 Feb 1868

There are many errors, imperfections, 
insufficiencies, and false allegations in Manerva 
Coffman’s Bill of Complaint.

Marcum admits marrying Manerva and 
receiving from the estate of her father, Cyrus 
Arlege, a Negro woman, Mary, and her four 
children, one common table and a cupboard. 
The Negroes were valueless and expensive. The 
oldest was under 8 years of age which, together 
with Mary’s general bad health and feebleness,

23 It was seven miles from the farm to Athens.
24 Order to arrest and hold for trial.

they contributed nothing to the support and 
maintenance of the family.

All of Manerva’s property was freely given 
to her when she left.

Marcum emphatically denies Manerva’s 
allegations of personal violence and cruelty. He 
has, on occasion, been provoked by her to use 
harsh and condemnatory language due to her 
coarse, rude and immodest behavior. She was 
excessively jealous and naturally suspicious of 
every act. In rude and vulgar language she 
accused Marcum of adultery with the most 
respectable ladies in the neighborhood -  not 
with one alone but many.

Marcum denies he drove or expelled her in 
the manner Manerva claims and her charges are 
untrue. Manerva’s ill temper, irritability, 
excessive jealousy, and her disregard of all 
conjugal duty alienated his affections for her and 
they mutually agreed to separate.

When Manerva left, she took the Negroes 
with her and the few articles of household 
furniture she owned. She abandoned him. She 
did not leave in fear of him and he used no force 
or threats in manner or words.

Marcum denies “taking to his embrace or 
living in open adultery” with Katherine Smith. 
He is absconding and secreting himself on 
account of an indictment found against him by 
the Grand Jury for adultery which charges are 
wholly false.

He admits he took their little daughter, 
Mary Ann, about 8 years old, from Manerva’s 
control and custody with reason. The child was 
most shamefully neglected in her personal habits 
and manners, poorly clothed with little or no 
attention paid to her cleanliness or dress. She 
was being raised without culture or care. She 
was permitted and encouraged to associate with 
Negroes. The child is now boarding with a 
respectable family where her personal and moral 
habits are duly guarded and trained as well as 
her educational interests formatted.

He denies as wholly untrue her allegations 
that he has disposed of, sold, or otherwise placed 
his property out of the reach of the courts. The 
little property he held before the war, like that of 
his neighbors, was for the most part destroyed 
during that period and he now has little but his 
land which is an 80 acre tract. He is a poor 
laboring man. The purchase and payment for
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said land was made long before his marriage to 
Manerva.

Coffman prays to be put in immediate 
possession of his real estate and that the various 
orders heretofore made be revoked.

Robert E. Coffman Deposition 
16 May 1868

Robert E. Coffman is the son of Marcus G. 
Coffman by his first wife25. Robert has known 
Minerva since early 1855 when his father 
married her. At the time of their marriage, 
Marcus had two horses and 80 acres of land 
which he purchased from Ephram Jackson for 
$750 or $760 -  bought and paid for before the 
marriage to Minerva.

Minerva owned a Negro woman and her 
four children which he got from her father after 
they were married. The oldest boy is about 10 
or 11 years of age. The woman is sick most of 
the time and all are worth only their room, 
board, taxes, etc.

Robert E. never saw his father being unkind 
to Minerva and he never abused her even though 
she was high tempered. They agreed to 
separate. She was not a good wife and was 
“nearly always from home knocking about in 
[the] neighborhood.” She paid very little 
attention to the little girl26.

Catherine Smith’s maiden name was 
Sanderson.

William G. Sanderson Deposition 
Dated 18 May 1868

The oldest Negro boy was old enough to be 
a plough boy and probably worth $8 per month.

The Coffmans did not get along as husband 
and wife. Sanderson saw him appear to be 
angry many times but never saw him abuse her. 
She was tolerably industrious. Catherine Smith 
spent a “right smart” amount of time at the 
Coffman house. Marcum lived with the

25 On 23 May 1822 Marcum married his first wife, 
Margaret Walker, the dau. o f James Walker. They 
had five children. Marcum was the son o f David 
Coffman and grandson o f David Coffman, Sr., the 
Revolutionary soldier.
26 The “little girl” was Mary A. R. Coffman, bom ca
1857 in Limestone Co., A1

Sandersons in 1865 and with Mr. Ezell in 
Tennessee in 1866. William G. Sanderson is not 
related to defendant.

“Mrs. Smith is my sister. Her maiden name 
was Nancy Catherine Smith.27 She was married 
to Pinkney Smith.” He left her and went to 
another county [Madison] and I heard he is now 
dead. She never remarried.”

Sanderson worked with Mr. Jackson who 
sold his place to Coffman and moved to Texas. 
Coffman bought the place during his first wife’s 
lifetime. Coffman was at Sanderson’s place a 
lot during the war as it was out of the way and 
Coffman “hid out” during the war a lot. He 
never saw anything wrong between Mrs. Smith 
and Coffman.

Harvin Moore Deposition.
20 May 1868

He testified he had known Minerva 20 
years and had known Coffman 10 years. He is 
not related to either party

Elizabeth Crowson Deposition,
20 May 1868

She has known Minerva 30 or 31 years but 
does not know Marcum; she has only seen him a 
few times.

“Neither Minerva or the child was well 
clothed as Minerva had to spin all the material 
for their clothes.”

27 Her maiden name was Sanderson, obviously.
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The Negro woman was industrious, smart 
and pert, and worth $100 per year. Mrs. 
Crowson was never in the Coffman’s house after 
they were married but Minerva was often in the 
Crowson home. Minerva told Mrs. Crowson she 
had to leave defendant as she was afraid he 
would kill her.

Coffman “came and took the child out of 
Manerva’s arms.” They were not living together 
at the time.

Coffman made Minerva keep company 
with Mrs. Smith.

Mrs. Crowson heard William G. Sanderson, 
Mrs. Smith’s brother, say that Mr. Smith could 
not stay with Catherine because of her “bad 
conduct -  that she loved another better than her 
husband.” The Sandersons refused to have 
Catherine in their home; they were respectable 
people.

John L. Nelson Deposition 
dated 20 May 1868.

John L. Nelson says he has known Marcum G. 
Coffman about 30 years and Manerva about 16 
years.

Nelson “helped him [Coffman] as a 
neighbor to do work -  have eat fsicl at his 
house. Never saw him mistreat his wife. I know 
nothing of the separation at the time; heard her 
say after the separation that she was compelled 
to leave; that he had whiped [sic] her heavily 
and that she believed he would have killed her if 
she had not [left.]”

“Coffman told me she did not know 
anything about taking care [of a house] and that 
he locked up the sugar and coffee and carried the 
key himself.”

“I went there [to the Coffman home] after 
Coffman had rented the plantation out to a Mr. 
Flanagan and she and her child were in an out
house in the yard where the Negroes had stayed” 
as she had no place else to go.

Minerva’s father willed her nine Negroes 
but she only got possession of the woman and 
children.

Regarding Coffman and Mrs. Smith, 
Nelson said he once met them walking in the 
road in the daytime. Coffman and Mrs. Smith 
were talking and seemed to “be very friendly 
together.”

William N. Harwell Deposition 
dated 20 May 1868

Harwell has known Marcum G. Coffman 
25 years and Minerva some 12 or 15 years.

Howell Horton Deposition 
dated 21 May 1868

Howell has known Manerva “from my 
earliest recollection as I was raised in the same 
& immediate nabourhood [sic.]” He has known 
Marcum G. for the last 14 or 15 years. Marcum 
“had 80 acres and right smart amount of stock.” 

Horton has eaten at the Coffman home 
several times and “they had plenty” of food. He 
stated he had seen Coffman and Mrs. Smith 
together frequently “in my passing old man 
Sanderson’s; nothing more.”

Signed: Howell C. Horton by his mark.

William C. Malone Deposition 
dated 21 May 1868

Malone has known Coffman 13 or 14 years 
and has known Manerva 10 or 12 years. 
Coffman purchased his farm from E. Jackson 
who, a year later was going to move to Texas. 
Jackson came to Malone’s home to return some 
shoe lasts he had borrowed and said he was 
leaving as soon as Coffman paid him.

Malone used to go fishing with Coffman.
Manerva “was at Payton Parker’s, sent for 

me and I went to see her. She told me he 
[Coffman] had driven her off and she wanted me 
to go and get her child. I went. He [Coffman] 
told me he did not drive her off, had not hurt her, 
did not intend to do so, [and] that I could take 
the child to her or tell her to come and get it or 
stay with it.”

“I did not take the child as I stayed too late 
with him to do so but told her [Manerva] what 
he said; she did go back and stay some time after 
that then left and took the child with her.”

She told Malone they had agreed to 
separate and that she was to take her property 
and he to keep his. He doesn’t  know whether 
any of the Parker family heard his conversation 
with Manerva or not as “she had sent for me, I 
went, and we stepped out under a shed” when 
this conversation took place.

Malone states Manerva was not very 
industrious and not a very “nice” housekeeper.
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Malone only spent the night once with the 
Coffmans and that time he sat up with a sick 
child. He states Manerva’s money or property 
helped cultivate the farm from which their 
support was chiefly derived.

Signed: William C. Malone by his mark

James F. Smith Deposition 
dated 26 May 1868

James F. Smith is 16 years of age and is the 
son of Catherine Smith. Catherine’s husband, 
Pinkney Smith, left her in Madison Co. and is 
now dead.

James says he has known Minerva about 10 
years. She owned a cupboard, her clothes and 
some Negroes. Catherine Smith was in the habit 
of visiting at the Coffman home. Minerva made 
her own clothes. Smith heard them agree to 
separate. She said if he would give her her 
Negroes she wanted nothing of his and he 
agreed. She had a pretty good temper but was 
kind and amiable in her deportment. She was 
industrious but not a good housekeeper.

The deed to Coffman’s farm is in “Old Man 
Sanderson’s” trunk

James F. stayed all night with the Coffmans 
once or twice a week and ate there often. He 
supposes “Mr. Coffman by his sons and the 
labor of the Negroes” they had plenty of 
provisions.

James saw Marcus whip Minerva in their 
yard. He and the Negroes were present. 
Marcum struck Minerva twice, once with his 
black hickory [switch] which was “about the 
size of my little finger and about 3-1/2 feet 
long”. Coffman went to tell the Negroes what to 
do as he was leaving the next day. When he 
came back she was sitting on her feet on a chair 
out beside the house. He accused her of 
eavesdropping, took her by the hair, jerked her 
out of the chair, and whipped her as before 
stated.

James F. and his mother, Mrs. Catherine

Smith, lived with “Old Man Sanderson.” 
Coffman stayed there. Coffman and Mrs. Smith 
never slept in the same room without someone 
with them. Old Man Sanderson, Bill Sanderson, 
Coffman and Mrs. Smith stayed in one room and 
James and the rest of the Sanderson family 
stayed in the other room. He believes this was 
about the second year of the Civil War.

Signed: James F. Smith by his mark.

All foregoing depositions taken by John 
Turrentine.

Deposition of James F. Smith 
May 1868

Smith heard Marcum Coffman state that 
Manerva agreed that if she, Manerva, could have 
the child and Negroes she would go over the Elk 
River and never pester him again which he 
agreed to.

After the separation, Manerva had nothing 
to eat except a little meal. She was very poorly 
clad -  hardly decent.

Coffman lived with old Mr. Sanderson “until 
he sold his plunder.” He then moved to 
Tennessee for about a year, perhaps longer, and 
has been living at William Hardy’s since his 
return to Alabama which was about Christmas.

Final decree 
29 May 1868

Case dismissed out of court with 
provisions. While testimony doesn’t justify a 
decree in favor of Manerva, it discloses a 
sufficient amount of bad conduct on the part of 
Coffman to warrant charging him the cost of this 
suit.

The custody of the child is to remain with 
the father, Coffman, until she is age 14 when she 
may choose which parent she will live with. 
Until then, Coffman is charged with 
maintenance, education, and raising of said 
child.

Jackie Cooper-Helen Boland Query
Jackie Cooper allegedly came from Holland to Ga then to Ala settling 3 mi north of the Creek Indian village of Gunter 

[Guntersville, Marshall Co.] on north side of Term River. They settled near present P. O. of North Alabama. Jackie & wf, Helen 
Boland, had 6 ch incl John Collins Cooper b 24 Aug 1814, m Eliazabeth Martin 27 July 1841 (my g-g-g-grandparents). Where 
do I find records on them? Betty Cooper Miller, 1317 Lochness Dr., Allen, TX 75013.
[Ed: Cherokee Indians lived near Guntersville; the Creeks were around Montgomery & south; there never was a P.O. called 
“North Alabama” Jack was often a nickname for John. Have you looked for John in Marshall Co?]
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New Policy
Alabama Department of Archives & History.

Alabama Archives to Begin Accepting Credit Cards for Research Requests.

The Alabama Department of Archives & 
History has just announced a new policy to help 
researchers. Their press release is as follows:

“Beginning June 1, 2000, patrons to the 
Alabama Department of Archives and History 
will be able to pay for reference request services 
with a credit card. The fee will be paid at the 
time of the request whether it is made by mail, e- 
mail, or during a walk-in visit.

“Paying for information at the Archives just 
got easier,” said Ms. Frazine Taylor, head of 
Ready Reference.

“To cover the additional expense, fees will 
rise slightly to $5 for in-state requests and $20 
for out-of-state requests. The fee is non- 
refundable. It covers the cost of research and 
staff time, equipment, copying, and postage.

“Most major credit cards will be accepted. 
Once the system is in place, patrons will no 
longer be invoiced for research requests but 
must pay in advance.

“Research at the Archives’ Reference

Room is free to those who come in and visit. 
However, for those patrons living outside 
Montgomery or who otherwise do not have the 
time or means to make a personal visit, reference 
requests are an option.

“Typical requests handled by Archives’ 
staff members involve finding genealogical or 
historical information in census records, military 
records, newspaper collections, and state 
government records.

“The service includes copies of the records 
that are located, a research report indicating all 
sources searched and, when applicable, a listing 
of suggested sources for additional research.” 

The Reference Room is open Tuesday 
through Friday, 8:00 a. m. to 5:00 p.m. and on 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For more information call Ms. Frazine 
Taylor, (334) 242-4363, Extension 244. You 
may write to the Archives at:

The Alabama Department of Archives & 
History, P. O. Box 300100, Montgomery, 
Alabama 36130-0100.

Eulalia Yancey Wellden
A Fond Farewell

Once in a while we meet an unselfish 
genealogist whose greatest joy in life is to help 
someone else find their ancestor or find just that tiny 
bit of information that ties it all together.

One such person was Eulalia Wellden. Many of 
you knew her from the Limestone County Archives 
in Athens or from the Madison County Archives in 
Huntsville. Even if  you never met her, but did 
research in North Alabama, you have probably 
benefited from her kindness and generosity.

For several years, she volunteered in the 
Limestone County Probate Office answering 
genealogical queries and aiding researchers. Then 
Limestone County’s need for more space in their 
courthouse led them to ask her to head up and 
organize the county archives. She got volunteers, 
built shelves, moved and organized the records, often 
doing the manual labor herself. The cost to the 
county was pennies but the benefits were huge. Her

efforts caused the archives to be one of the best 
organized anywhere.

Even then cancer was showing itself and she 
moved to Huntsville to be near her sister. Here the 
old Madison County records had been literally 
“dumped” in the expansion area o f the Huntsville 
Public Library. Again, her capable hands made order 
out o f chaos. She catalogued every book and put 
each in its own place on the shelves. She then made 
an index showing the location of every book.

She published and compiled records over the 
years and gave us her published and unpublished 
work; it will be seen in HlaUEO ICeaues for years to 
come.

She continued to work at the library until she 
was no longer able to drive the few blocks to and 
from home. She died March 13, 2000 and is buried 
in the Roselawn Cemetery in Athens. We miss you 
dear lady.
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Marriage Book 1

Part 1 of 13

Compiled and Contributed by Dorothy Scott Johnson

The first marriage book of Madison County, Alabama begins April 3, 1809 and ends 
December 24, 1817. Marriages were then under the jurisdiction of the Orphans Court which was 
replaced in 1850 by the present Probate Court. In 1853, Ferdinand Hammond became the judge 
of probate. He undertook the ambitious project of recopying the first three marriage books but it 
was a dismal failure. The original copies of the second and third books still exist but the first 
book has been missing for many years—probably destroyed. By comparing the recopied second 
and third marriage books to the originals, we discover many, many omissions, misinterpretations 
and other horrors. Since all three books were recopied at the same time, this gives us an idea as 
to the accuracy of Marriage Book One.

The first marriage book is a total disaster with illegible handwriting and many omissions. 
Half jokingly, it is said the scribe drank his lunch at the local pub. In order to “reconstruct” these 
1809-1817 marriages we have compared each marriage to countless other local, county, and 
family records such as deeds, land entry books, estate records, Bibles, wills, Chancery Court 
records, tax lists, census records, military pension records, state legislative reports and any other 
contemporary record we could find.

You will notice a few marriages included here that were not in the book. These are 
marriages proven by Chancery Court records which state flatly that so-and-so was married in 
Madison County on a certain date.

If you have any additions, corrections, or comments on these marriages, we would 
appreciate hearing from you. Your comments will be duly noted and any changes or corrections 
will be published in 19alUg Ccauts.

Page Groom and Bride License Comments

0 Joseph Anderson 
to Susanna Ditto

27 Aug 1806 This marriage took place before the county government 
was established. The marriage was probably performed 
by an itinerant minister or other ceremony acceptable to 
both families.

1 James McGuire to
Elizabeth
Ghormley

3 Apr 1809

1 Edmund 
Blankenship to 
Hannah Frost

15 Apr 1809 Edm und’s will28 o f 9 Sept 1833 mentions wife Hannah.

2 Francis Shaw to 
Ann Ghormely

24 Apr 1809

2 John Nelson to 
Elizabeth Hicks

1 May 1809

3 James Adare to 
Caty Graves

7 May 1809 W ritten Adair elsewhere

28 Recorded in Probate Record Book 6, page 361
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Page Groom and Bride License Comments

3 John Bryant to 3 June 1809 
Jane Thompson

4 Missing Page

5 Wm. W. 10 June 1809 Susannah was widow o f Wm. Walker McCutchen by 4
McCutcheon to July 1811,29
Susannah
Carothers

5 Richard Murrell to 
Rachael Hodges

17 June 1809

6 John Doherty to 
Betsey Sims

22 June 1809

6 John McCartney to 
Polly Cotton

14 July 1809 J a m

7 Henry Lay to Patsy 
Greenwood

22 July 1809

i
7 Stephen Langford 

to Caty Windham
1 Aug 1809

8 John Wainwright 
to Polly Mears

26 Aug 1809

8 Howson Kenner to 
Susan Kyle

29 Aug 1809 Written Hanson with Howson

9 Banks Meacham to 6 Sept 1809 Written Banks “Mitchell”
Nancy Greenhaw

and Nancy “Greenhang.” 
Banks Meacham’s will mentions wf. Nancy; witnessed 
by Cloudsberry and Gabriel Greenhaw; Jonathan 
Greenhaw Jr. was executor.30

9 Alexander 
Campbell to 
Elizabeth Sivley

23 Sept 1809 Elizabeth, dau. o f Jacob Sivley, awarded Letters of 
Administration on Alexander’s est. in July 1810. She 
married 2nd Thomas Evans.

10 George Stracer31 to 
Hannah Steadham

11 Oct 1809

10 Jacob Midloe to 
Polly Windham

14 Oct 1809 Groom’s name written Jacob Mealer in index. From the 
poor writing, it could even be interpreted as Miller.

11 Thomas Morris to 
Sally Smith

26 Oct 1809

11 John Cosby to 
Mary Simmons

7 Nov 1809 Reuben Simmons’s will mentions his son-in-law John
Cozby.32

12 Isaac Stedham to 
Polly Holmark

13 Nov 1809 Written Hallmark in some records

12 James Priest to 
Polly Couch

21 Dec 1809 James & Polly Priest sold land in Madison Co. 13 Mar 
1819.33 He sued her for divorce but later dropped the

29 Orphans Court Minute Book 1
30 Banks Meacham’s will dated 17 Nov 1816 & recorded in Deed Book A, page 77.
31 Written Stracner in 1813 tax list.
32 Probate Record 4, page 402
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Page Groom and Bride License

case.33 34

Comments

13 William Rice to 
Sarah Meloy

26 Dec 1809

13 Jesse Couch to 
Rebecca Pollard

1 Jan 1810 Jesse & Rebecca Couch sold land in Madison Co. 21 Oct. 
1815.

14 Hugh Warlan to 
Betsey Edmonds 
[Edwards?]

2 Jan 1810 Warlan is probably wrong but I have been unable to 
prove it. May be Wardlow. Has also been interpreted as 
Woolar and Woodlon.

14 Charles Simmons 
to Ivicey Beavers

10 Jan 1810

15 William Bailey to 
Susannah Street

10 Jan 1810

15 Daniel [David?] 
McCann to Patsey 
Reed

11 Jan 1811 Could this be David McCaa?

16 Kelly Stegall to 
Nancy W ilboum

13 Jan 1810 Proven by divorce granted in Limestone Co. by state 
legislature on 30 Dec 1826.35

16 John Rickenbacker 
to Meriam Byram

14 Jan 1810 W ritten Ruckenbacker. Meriam Rickenbacker made 
admx. of John’s estate 11 Jan 1813.36

17 Michael Eunnch to 
Patsy Ferguson

29 Jan 1809 Eunnch is undoubtedly wrong; could it be Eaurich or 
Counch? Bride’s name written Farguson. See photocopy 
o f  actual entry on next page.

17 Alexander Dutton 
to Rachel Fearrel

30 Jan 1810 Rachel Dutton apptd admx. of Alexander Dutton’s est. in 
1818. Her name probably Ferrell.

18 Samuel Canamore 
to Susannah 
Bushart

3 Feb 1810 Deed Book B, page 179, shows Samuel (x) Kennemore 
purchasing land This name variously written Kennemer, 
Kennamer, etc.

18 Abram Vault to 
Polly Sorrell

3 Feb 1810 Bride’s name may have been Lowell.

19 Page missing

20 Benjamin Russell 
to Nancy Beavers

15 Feb 1810

20 George Lemley to 
Nancy Vance

27 Feb 1810 He was son of John Lemley Sr.37 Some have interpreted 
bride’s name as Vann. Can anyone verify?

21 William Biley to 
Peggy Vance

29 Feb 1810 Groom’s name written Biley but is probably Riley as 
shown in 1812 tax list and other documents.

21 John Mason to 
Susannah Hewlett

1810 Day and month omitted from record.

33 Deed Book E, pages 288-289.
34 Madison Co. Chancery Court Book A, p. 96.
35 Acts of Alabama. 1826.
36 Orphans Court Minute Book 1
37 Probate File No. 2304 of John Lemley.
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Page Groom and Bride License Comments

22 John Scallom to 
Nancy Evans

19 Mar 1810 Bride’s name probably Evans. Groom’s name written 
Scallion in 1812 tax list and on War o f 1812 roster.

22 Jeffrey Murrell to 
Nancy Adams

28 Mar 1810 Littleberry Adams’s will mentions daughter Nancy 
Murrell and son-in-law “Jiffry” Murrell.38
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made and provided—Given a t the Register’s OJIice of said county, this * n ^ y  

day of

Marriage license o f Michael Eunnch and Patsy Farguson.

23 Stephen Chambles 
to Arm McCartney

8 May 1810 Written “Amy” here but tombstone39 says Ann. Charles 
McCartney’s will40 mentions his daughter Ann 
Chambless.

23 Abraham Lane to 
Iola Parks

5 May 1810

24 Henry Williams to 
Mary “Polly” 
Mitchell

19 May 1810 Written “Polly Michel.” A note on license says: “Mary 
Mitchell. From copy o f Bible. Married April 20, 1810.”

24 Elijah Rice to 
Betsy Thompson

12 May 1810 Probate records o f groom say he is “Elisha H. Rice.”41 In 
his will, Joel Rice mentions his son Elisha H. Rice.42

25 Matthew G. 
Counci 11 to Polly 
Hatfield

3 June 1810 The 1810 Madison Co. tax list says Matthew I. Council.

1

25 Joseph Moon to 
Rachel Moon

4 June 1810

26 Edward Bailey to 
Anne Edmunds

21 June 1810 r

C ontinued  in next issue o f  B a lleg  ffieaueB

38 Probate File No. 89 of Littleberry Adams.
39 In Chambless Cemetery in northeast Madison Co.
40 Charles McCartney’s will recorded in Wills 1818-20, page 132.
41 Elisha H. Rice’s probate file No. 1234, Madison Co., A1
42 Joel Rice’s probate file No. 39, Madison Co., A1
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Territorial Marriages not in Marriage Book

The following marriages took place in Madison County during the territorial period but are not in
Marriage Book One.

Robert Blassingam to Elizabeth _
(Bride’s maiden name unknown.) Robert 
Blassingam filed for divorce from Elizabeth 
Blassingam on 23 March 1823. He claimed 
in his Petition for Divorce that they were 
married in 1815 in Madison County. About 
1818 she left him and eloped with James 
McCartney. She has bom McCartney two 
children. Divorce granted. [Source: 
Chancery Court Record Book A, p. 249]

William Green to Frances _
On 22 Nov 1817, Frances Green 

petitioned the court for a divorce from 
William Green whom she married “about 
nine years before.” They were married in 
that part of the Mississippi Territory, now 
called Alabama Territory, and lived there 
until about six years ago when he abandoned 
her. Frances Green states she has been a 
resident citizen of Alabama Territory for the 
last nine or ten yeas (ca 1808-1809). 
Divorce granted. Frances’s maiden name 
not given. [Source: Chancery Court Record 
Book A, p. 100]

Joseph Anderson to Susannah Ditto 
married 27 August 1806.

In 1813 in a Petition for Divorce Joseph 
Anderson states he married Susannah Ditto

27 Aug 1806. She left him on 23 Feb 1810, 
went to her father’s home, and refused to 
return. The marriage took place prior to the 
establishment of a formal government in this 
part of the Mississippi Territory, therefore, it 
is not recorded in any civil record.

As to the divorce, Susannah wanted it 
and told the judge so and that she would 
never return to Anderson. The judge refused 
to grant a divorce on grounds of collusion.

As a footnote to the divorce an 1830 
suit, to clarify title to old James Ditto’s land, 
list his heirs as William, James, Jane, Polly 
and Susannah, “his only surviving heirs.” It 
states, “Susannah, late wife of Joseph 
Anderson but now divorced ... ” [Source: 
Chancery Record Book A, p. 12 and p. 267 ]

Isaac Reynolds to Jane_, 23 April 1812
Unfortunately, your editor made this 

notation many years ago, when a novice 
genealogist, and failed to note her source 
other than: “From family Bible.”

William Baker to Jane Winn, 1814, by 
Rev. David Thompson, Madison Co., 
Mississippi Territory.

Again, this source was not properly 
noted. My apologies.

Worley Cemetery
On Nov. 28, 1976, the Huntsville Times ran a photo of Henry F. Worley’s tombstone taken by 

Rod Whited. The photo caption said “Red Cedars Stand Guard Over Lone Grave in Field.” It 
showed a large, upright, slab monument with cedar trees standing guard on each side. By Oct. 
17, 1982 the stone had fallen and was lying on its back. The grave is in E/2 NE NE SE SE 
Section 10-5-2E on the west side of the old New Hope to Gurley Pike now called James Mann 
Pike.

Henry F. Worley 
Bom Dec. 19, 1850 

Died March 10, 1916.
Asleep in Jesus. Gone but not forgotten.

39



Halley SieaueB iHahtson (Emmtn TJolume 35, Number 1

CLARK CEMETERY
Copied and contributed by Dorothy Scott Johnson

Location: Section 30-6-IE S /2 S E S E N W .
Alvie Lemley took me to this cemetery in a four-wheel drive vehicle. It was very isolated.

An adult’s unmarked grave here William H.
next to Wm. H. Clark Clark

Bom «
Jan. 6, 1855 

Died
July 27, 1911 

Sleep, Father and 
take thy rest 

God called thee home 
He thought it best.

There were six unmarked graves 
in this row.

There were seven unmarked 
graves in this row.

D. Roda Hensley’s tombstone was
1915 copied exact. Hers was probably

AP 26 the last burial in this cemetery.
Roda
Hens

ley

I counted a total of 22 graves.

STEWART CEMETERY

Location: Section 12-6-IE. NW SE SE.

G. W. McMinn
Bom

April 2, 1858
Died •

Dec. 17, 1911.
The Lord is my Shepherd

4
This is probably the John Stewart Cemetery. John patented the SW SE and SE SW of Section 12-6- 

1E on 6 February 1835. He also patented the SE SE of Section 12-6-1E on 8 July 1852 plus land in Section 
13-6-1E in 1838 and 1852. C

There were a number of unmarked graves in this cemetery. It is located on a hill behind a farm home 
and the lady living there confirmed that it was the Stewart Cemetery but did not know anyone buried there 
or know anything about the Stewarts.

Nannie Bell Hornbuckle
Bom

Oct. 1, 1877 
Died

August 12, 1909.
She died as she lived, 

trusting in God.
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Southern Claims Commission
Abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from material contributed by Ranee Pruitt

The Southern Claims Commission was established to reimburse Northern sympathizers living in 
the South for losses they sustained at the hands of Union forces during the Civil War. To be reimbursed 
one had to prove absolute loyalty to the United States for the duration of the war and prove the losses 
sustained.

Isham R. Steames’s claim was first recommended to be paid but then rejected. Mr. Stearnes hired a 
Washington D. C. lawyer to reopen the case and most of the witnesses were interviewed again. This is a 
lengthy file and to conserve space, even though several witnesses may have testified to the same thing, I 
did not repeat the testimony.

The depositions taken by Judge Douglass were taken on 27 January 1877. They were highly suspect 
by Stearnes’s attorney due to Douglass’s mental condition and were taken again at least once and 
sometimes twice. Subsequent depositions do not appear to be dated.

Isaac R. Stearnes is a Marshall County 
resident living near Claysville. He makes a 
$2814.50 claim for 365 bushels of corn, 30 pigs, 
39 sheep (or mutton), 3000 pounds of bacon, six 
horses and ten head of cattle taken by Federal.

Letter from John D. Edwards, Special Agent 
of the Southern Claims Commission.

In a letter dated 29 Jan 1877 to the President 
of the Commissioner of Claims, Mr. Edwards 
decries the fact that Isham R. Stearnes’s claim 
was recommended to be allowed even though he 
believed Stearnes to have been a decided Rebel.

Edwards states the evidence was taken by 
Special Commissioner Bone, “whose work I am 
inclined to think, from what I have seen of it, 
will bear investigation generally.” He states 
Bone did not ask Stearnes anything detrimental 
to the interest of claimant.

Edwards believes Lewis M. Douglass, the 
late Probate Judge of Madison County with 
whom he has had business connection for the 
past three months, to be honest and 
trustworthy.43

43 Douglass went insane and was committed to the 
mental institution in Tuscaloosa, Al. He was 
Madison County’s probate judge from 1868 to 1874. 
The last few months in office he was unable to 
function and there was no judge to sign off on estates, 
etc.

Edwards states that owing to illness, and the 
fact that the river was high and the water over 
the bottoms, he did not go to the claimant’s 
neighborhood but arranged with Mr. Douglass to 
go in his place.

Isham R. Stearnes Deposition
Isham lives on a 335-acre farm near 

Henrysville, Marshall County, on the north side 
of the Tennessee River. He had from 125 to 150 
acres in cultivation during the war. 135 acres is 
on the river about 3 miles above Gunter’s 
Landing and the rest is 1 Vi miles from the river.

He took the amnesty oath at Larkinsville just 
before New Years Day, 1864. He walked there 
and back, about 24-25 miles. He denies ever 
aiding the Confederacy in any way.

In the spring of 1864, Pete Whitecotton44 
and his company threatened him with hanging 
because he had defended a neighbor, John 
Riggins who was a Union man. The rebels took 
Riggins’s property and would have killed him 
“if they could of got him.” Stearnes tried to get 
the property back from the Rebels and that was 
when they threatened him. The Rebels rejoiced 
when they took Stearnes’s property, abused him 
verbally, and called him a “Darn’d old Union 
man.”

44 A notorious Confederate bushwhacker.
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He fed Union soldiers and when one passed 
his house and needed anything, if he had it he 
gave it to them. He once gave about a dozen 
pair of sox to Union soldiers for they were 
almost barefoot from marching over the frozen 
ground.

Steames had two sons, John and Decatur, 
who joined the Confederate Army in 1862 for a 
while. He did not furnish them one thing when 
they joined and contributed nothing to their 
support during their enlistment. John presently 
lives in his neighborhood but Decatur died at 
home a short while after leaving the army. 
Steames had a brother who also joined the Rebel 
army but was over age and he came home. 
Steames says he was opposed to a split in the 
government and was firmly for the Union from 
beginning to end. Tennessee is his native state.

One bad night the soldiers stayed in his 
house. They killed a sheep and cooked it in his 
house then took the rest away later. A forage 
crew with 80-some wagons took his bacon piece 
by piece from his smokehouse.

In the latter part of 1863, he put his two 
favorite horses on a little island in the Tennessee 
River to get some exercise. They were taken. 
His cattle were driven to Woodville along with 
other people’s cattle.

In the fall of 1863 a soldier put a bridle on 
his bay mare and rode her off saying he would 
return her but never did. They also took two 
other horses and a saddle. Steames went to their 
camp and tried to get his horses back but was 
told the Army needed them. No one but Steames 
could catch his sorrel horse so he caught him, 
bridled him, and gave him to the captain who 
told him his own horse had given out and he 
could not get along without one

One day in the fall of 1863 he had killed 
hogs and laid the meat out to cool and be salted. 
Soldiers encamped a quarter mile away came in 
with wagons and took it.

Com was taken from his field. There were 
1500 men camped in his field two nights and 
three days.

Brice A. Edmonds Deposition
Brice A. Edmonds, a farmer, age 52, is a 24 

year resident of Marshall County. He lives 
about a mile from Scott’s Ferry on the

Tennessee river and has lived there about 12 
years.

During the war he sympathized with the 
South and had three sons in the Confederate 
Army. They were paroled at Port Hudson and 
did no further service.

In October 1864, they went to work for the 
Federals at a sawmill for about five months. 
Before that, one of the younger sons had been 
with Capt. John Dickey in a company of Union 
Videtts for a few months. Brice Edmonds has 
known Steames “since I came to the state.” 
Since the war, Edmonds has heard Steames say 
several times he was for the Confederacy. 
Steames’s social standing was that of “a high 
toned Southern gentleman.”

[Ed: Commissioner Edwards stated in his 
critique that Brice A. Edwards “talks like an 
honest man.”]

William McKee Deposition
William McKee, aged 47, a farmer who 

stayed home and farmed during the war, lives 
about three miles north of Guntersville and has 
lived in Marshall County all his life. He is well 
acquainted with Steames and lived 214 miles 
from him.

McKee was a Rebel himself and believes 
Isham R. Steames was also.

Andrew M, Roden
Andrew M. Roden, 49 [47?], a farmer and a 

life long resident of Marshall County, kept out 
of the Rebel Army by being a detailed shoe 
maker. He obtained papers from Col. Lee in 
Huntsville that exempted him from military 
service. He lives about a mile north of 
Claysville and was well acquainted with 
Steames who had lived a mile from him. They 
were friendly. Roden knows Steames would 
have preferred a Confederate to the Federal 
Government. Steames furnished his sons
clothing and an outfit when they went into the 
Rebel army.

James McDonald Deposition
James McDaniel, age 77, was a farmer, a 

Justice of the Peace, a County Commissioner 
and a cousin of Steames. He states he was a 
Union man and lived within sight of Steames for 
many years. In a subsequent deposition,
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McDonald gives his age as 73. He states he has 
known Stearnes all his life as Stearnes was 
raised within a mile of him.

According to the deposition written by 
Judge Douglass, McDaniel said Stearnes was 
opposed to the war at first but after the war 
started he told witnesses the Union had been 
broken up and there was no use sticking to it. In 
his second deposition, McDonald clarifies 
Isham’s position by stating he was in favor of 
the Union and the Constitution but did not 
believe it would ever be established as it was 
before the war. Steames’s two sons enlisted 
before the Conscript Act went into affect.

McDonald considers himself to be as loyal 
a Union man as there is in the world. He also 
considers Stearnes loyal and never knew of him 
doing a disloyal act. In 1860, Stearnes was a 
strong Douglass man and in the 1861 convention 
in Montgomery to elect delegates, he voted 
against his best friend.

Isaac Henry Deposition
Isaac Henry, age 62, is a farmer and a 

resident of Marshall County since 1836. He 
now lives at Henryville and is well acquainted 
with Stearnes having lived three-fourths of a 
mile from him and then 5 miles from him. 
Before the war Henry was a Union man but after 
the war commenced he went into the 4th 
Alabama Battalion of Infantry, Confederate 
Army, and was a captain for a short time.

When the Confederates were in control of 
the country, Stearnes was friendly with them and 
when the Federals were in charge, he was 
friendly with them. Henry doesn’t know if 
Stearnes ever gave anything to aid either army 
but feels “he never gave anything to anybody.”

Henry was arrested by U. S. troops and 
taken to Huntsville with Stearnes. They had 
signed a paper, along with two of Stearnes’s 
brothers, Henry Stearnes and Bush Stearnes, and 
Dr. P. M. Bush, that was afterwards found by the 
Yankees on the body of a bad bushwhacker and 
a bad man named [Pete] Whitecotton who was 
killed by the Yankees.

The paper was an “agreement to use our 
influence with the Confederates to protect a man 
named [John] Riggins if he would use his 
influence with the Federals to protect us.”

mauifcou a ta .
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1888 map of Marshall County showing Henryville.4
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Whitecotton’s gang of bushwhackers had 
taken the paper from “another bad man on our 
side of the Tennessee River who pretended to be 
a Union man.”

Mr. Henry states they hoped they had 
enough influence with the Confederates to spare 
Riggin’s life and that he had enough influence 
with the Federals to spare their lives and 
property.

John A. W. Stearnes
John states he is a farmer, a 55-year resident 

of Marshall County, and near age 60. He is a 
brother of Isham R. Stearnes and never lived 
more than two miles from him. During the war, 
they lived a half mile apart.

Other Union men in the neighborhood who 
could testily to Isham’s loyalty were James 
McDonald, Terry A. Job, P. M. Bush, Thomas 
James and Sam Price.

John A. W. Stearnes states he can not say he 
was a Union man although he believes in the U. 
S. Constitution and favored Lincoln after the 
election.

Just before the close of the war one [Pete] 
Whitecotton, a Rebel Captain or soldier, said 
when he got the chance he would hang Isham, 45

45 Gram, Gram’s Unrivaled Family Atlas o f  the 
World (New York: Gram’s Press, 1888)
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John and the others “as high as Haman” because 
of their Union sentiments.

About the close of the war, the Federals 
found a paper on Whitecotton when they killed 
him. It was directed to the Confederate 
authorities and signed by Isham, John, and 
others asking for protection of one [John] 
Riggins stating he was not the kind of man he 
had been represented to be. Those who signed 
the paper were arrested and carried to 
Huntsville. There were no charges proper 
against them and they were released.

After their release they called upon Col. 
Lyons who had been stationed near them part of 
the time during the war and he expressed great 
surprise at their arrest and remarked that it was a 
sorry thing to arrest “someone of our sort.”

The Union was compelled to take provisions 
and other supplies from the citizens as there 
were times they could not get it from their 
commissary depot.

Terry A. Job Deposition
Terry A. Job, aged 52, a farmer, says he is a 

cousin to the claimant and was raised within 2/4 
miles of him. Job says he himself was a Union 
man and stayed at home and farmed during the 
war. Stearnes did nothing to aid the U. S. 
Government but did furnish clothing and an 
outfit to his sons who went into the rebel army.

At the beginning of the war, Stearnes owned 
from 8 to 10 head of horses, 50 to 75 hogs, 40 to 
50 sheep and 15 to 20 head of cattle. On the 
river bottom, he cultivated about 30 acres and 
from 50 to 75 acres on the upland. He made a 
good corn crop, lived well, “and had plenty 
about him.”

In his second deposition Job stated he told 
Judge Lewis M. Douglass, who took his original 
deposition, that he saw Isham at church 
attending religious meetings that had been called 
for fasting and prayer and that the whole 
neighborhood was present -  Union and “those 
not Union.” That apparently was not included in 
Douglass’s written deposition.

In a third deposition, he gave his age as 48 
and states he is related to Isham by marriage. 
Jobe’s wife is Isham’s second cousin. The men 
have known one another since childhood and 
lived 1 'A mile apart during the war.

Isham expressed his Union sympathies to 
Job. At the beginning of the war Isham was 
opposed to the war but could not talk publicly 
against the Confederacy. Two of Isham’s sons 
went into the Rebel Army but he was opposed to 
it.

Charlotte A. Roden Deposition
Charlotte H. Roden, age 49, is said to have 

been loyal to the United States and lived two 
miles from claimant Stearnes. She was well 
acquainted and friendly with him. She often 
heard Stearnes talk like a rebel during the war.

Brief for Claimant Stearnes
On 17 August 1877, Thomas C. Fullerton, a 

Washington D. C. attorney, filed a brief on 
behalf of Stearnes refuting Commissioner 
Edwards’s opinion which Fullerton says is based 
on neighborhood gossip and hearsay.

Fullerton states Judge L. M. Douglass took 
some of the depositions and “the great 
misfortune that has since overtaken him 
indicates he was not then in a condition mentally 
to undertake a work requiring good sound 
judgment.” He postulates Judge Douglass 
suppressed facts in the case.

He states Stearnes signed the paper to 
prevent indiscriminate bloodshed and that such 
an act was not an act of prejudice for or against 
the Union.

In the winter of 1864-1865 “the country was 
almost eat out -  and the scarcity of stock and 
food was reaching the point that a starving 
family was the concern of the hour.” The people 
of Stearnes’s community were about as sorely 
afflicted as was possible. Rebel bushwhackers 
and Union home guards (both of whom were 
made up of rebel deserters) belonged, when at 
home, in that vicinity. They were chasing, 
ambushing, killing and hanging each other. The 
older citizens, women, and children (non- 
combatants) were made to suffer from one or the 
other -  and perhaps both sides -  by pillage, fear, 
and dread of their lives. Mutual protection 
against the lawlessness of such men was the 
most obvious thing for them to do.

“Pete Whitecotton, chief of the 
bushwhackers, was a notorious guerilla as ever 
appeared in North Alabama. He was a terror to 
all law abiding citizens, regardless o f’ their
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sympathies. He had the sympathy of none but 
members of his own gang. “There are today in 
the valley of the Tennessee, many graves -  some 
of them unknown -  to attest to the heartless 
cruelty and vengeance of this one man.” When 
Pete Whitecotton’s group “marked their man” 
that man had reason to fear for his life.

As to Stearnes’s arrest, attorney Fullerton 
states he was discharged from arrest without 
charges being brought against him. There 
appears to be evidence of his improper arrest.

Fullerton totally rejects Mrs. Roden’s 
testimony. He states Special Agent John D. 
Edwards did not have the authority to deputize 
Judge L. M. Douglass and Judge Douglass had 
no authority to administer oaths which makes all 
testimony he took illegal.

Thomas J. Boggus
Thomas J. Boggus, a farmer, aged 42, has 

lived in Marshall County all his life. He is 
Isham R. Stearnes’s nephew and has known him 
all his life. They lived about a mile apart during 
the war.

During the war, Boggus was an adherent to 
the Confederate cause.

Boggus states he heard of some threats by 
Pete Whitecotton who said he would take 
Isham’s property and hang him whenever he had 
an opportunity. The Federal troops were 
picketing the north side of the river at that time. 
[Ed: Steames lived near the north bank of the 
river and the fact the pickets were nearby may 
have saved his life.]

Boggus heard Stearnes say he was in favor 
of the old government and that if the 
Confederacy succeeded the government would 
not last.

Eli Campbell
Eli Campbell, age 60, a tanner, resides six 

miles north of Henrysville, and he has known 
Stearnes since 1834. He lived within four miles 
of him during the war and saw him frequently as 
Stearnes got his leather from Campbell.

Campbell was an adherent to the Union 
cause and was able to talk freely with Stearnes.

Henry Stearnes Deposition
(“Colored”)

Henry Steames, a farmer, age 33, lives near 
Henryville in Marshall County. He was a slave 
at the beginning of the war and belonged to 
Isham R. Stearnes but left him and joined the 
Union soldiers who took Isham’s pork.

Henry does not presently live on Isham 
Steames’s land, nor land purchased from him 
and is in no way indebted to him.

Henry was present when the Yankee soldiers 
took some pork, horses, sheep, corn, fodder and 
bacon.

He was with Gen. Wilder’s Brigade for a 
time in the latter part of the war and also other 
groups including the 4th Chic [Chicago?]. He 
was with a Capt. Craig who resigned and “went 
off with my money eight months, seven days.”

Henry did not see two of the horses taken 
but saw them in the army after they were taken. 
Capt. [Benjamin] Harris46 of a scouting 
company “made up of Union citizens” brought 
them into his camp at Pulaski, Tenn where they 
had been about a week with Gen. Wilder’s 
command. Harris turned the horses over to 
Capt. M. Burney [?] and he used them then sent 
them off to some other command. Henry 
doesn’t know what happened to them but 
recognized the horses as he had broken them.

The day the pork was taken Henry left 
Isham and stayed with the U. S. Army after that. 
He helped eat some of the pork and what was 
not eaten was taken to Woodville. He doesn’t 
remember any complaint on the part of Isham 
when his property was taken. Henry never 
talked to “my old man” [Isham] about the price 
of the property.

Mary Jane Matthews
(“Colored”)

Mary Jane Matthews is 45 “turning in” 46 
[i.e., about to be 46]. She resides on the old Ben 
Matthews plantation which is near the home of 
Isham R. Steames and has lived there since she 
was 12 years old. She was a slave at the 
beginning of the war, belonging to Ben 
Matthews. She never belonged to Stearnes and 
never lived with him or on his land.

Mary Jane states she was not present when 
any of Stearnes’s property was taken and did not

46 Benjamin Harris was as feared by Southerners as 
Whiecotton was feared by Northern sympathizers.
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see it taken. She saw the Yankees bring two of 
his horses to Ben Matthews’s blacksmith shop.

“It was this way,” she said. “One night just 
after dark Ben Harris came to our house with his 
men -  a large company of them. Five of them 
came up to our house and got an ax and went on 
down to the Island on the Tennessee River, 
about a mile from where I live, but right on the 
Matthews farm.

“They said they were going over to see if 
there was any soldiers in there. They were gone 
all night and the next morning by sun up they 
came back to my house again and brought a big 
lot of stock with them -  horses and mules. I 
knowed two of them to be the claimant’s horses.
I had known them for a year or two before that.
I have seen his children and the colored ones 
riding them many a time. I knew the colored 
boys who worked them in the field.

“Well, the soldiers told me they had been 
into the Island and killed some men and got the 
horses but the men who were killed had nothing 
to do with the horses. They took all the horses 
out to Mr. Matthew’s shop and branded them 
‘Uncle Sam.’

“Why, the morning they come out of the 
Island they come right to my house and I cooked

-Continued from Page 50-.
(Cotaco County Superior Court Record)

safely keep him” to ensure his presence in court 
to be held on the 1st Monday in Nov 1819. 
Order issued 27 May 1819. Executed 19 June 
1819 by A. Miller, deputy sheriff.

On 15 Jan 1819, at Sommerville, Ledbetter 
Bradley gave Benjamin Weeks a note for $141, 
for value received, due one day after date. 
Weeks assigned the note over to Abraham Stout 
on 16 Jan 1819. No part of the debt has been 
paid even though Stout has often requested 
payment.

breakfast for many of them. Yes, I did see them 
take his two horses to the Blacksmith Shop and 
brand them right before my eyes. The shop is 
less than fifty yard of my house and the horses 
cut up pretty smart when they branded them.

“Well, they said the horses belonged to 
Uncle Sam now and was going to carry them 
along w ith‘em. Oh yes, they took‘em off. Ben 
Harris lived over in Vienna, Madison County, 
before the war. He was in the Yankee service 
and the soldiers called him Captain. I had heard 
tell of him before the war but never knew him 
myself."

Andy Stearnes Deposition
(“Colored”)

Andy Stearnes is age 22 years and lives on 
Mr. Erskine’s plantation two miles north of 
Guntersville. He was a slave at the beginning of 
the war, belonged to Isham R. Stearnes, and 
lived on his place all during the war.

Andy was present when the Federals took 
the horses, meat, com, pork hogs, sheep and 
cattle. He states the “old boss” [Isham 
Stearnes], his wife, and all his children also saw 
the property taken. One of the Stearnes 
daughters was named Margaret and one was 
named Elizabeth. Andy’s father, Henry 
Stearnes, also saw the property taken.

-End-

-►

At the November term of court 1819, came 
plaintiff by his attorney and the defendant, 
although solemnly called, came not.

The court ruled that defendant pay Stout 
$141 debt and $8.14 damages plus costs.

-Continued in the next issue of Ballet! ffieaues-
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Cotaco County Superior Court Record 

November 1819 -  29 February 1820
(Part 6)

Abstracted by Dorothy Scott Johnson from a photocopy obtained by Gay Campbell from the Alabama Archives.

Cotaco County was established by an Act of the Legislature in 1818 with Sommerville as its county seat. 
Then the county’s name was changed to Morgan and the county seat became Decatur. All legal 
definitions are from Black’s Law Dictionary, Fifth Edition and hereafter referred to as Black’s.

First Monday in November 1819
Pages 215-217
Jonas Oaks vs Joel H. Goode

On 18 Feb 1819 Jonas Oaks “this day 
complains to me, Horatio Philpott,” J. P., that 
Joel H. Goode is justly indebted to Oaks in the 
amount of $130 by a note. Oaks believes that 
Goode is about to remove from this county, or 
abscond or conceal himself so that ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon him.

This attachment is not sued out for the 
purpose of vexing or harassing Goode but that 
justice may be had. Oaks gave bond and 
security, as the law requires.

The Sheriff was commanded to attach the 
estate of Joel H. Goode, or so much of it as will 
be of sufficient value to satisfy the debt and 
costs. A return is to be made on the first 
Monday in Nov 1819 so as to compel Goode to 
appear in court and answer the complaint of 
Oaks.

The Sheriff’s return stated, “No property to 
be found whereon I can make levy. 18th 
February 1819. W. Gray, Sheriff.”

Goode and his attorney appeared in court 
on the first Monday of November 1819. The 
court ruled that the case be quashed and that 
Goode recover of plaintiff his costs.

Pages 218-220
Martha McMahan vs Joel H. Goode

On 10 February 1819 Martha McMahan 
complains to Horatio Philpott, J. P., that Joel H. 
Goode owes her $79 on a note of hand plus 
interest. She believes Goode has left, or is about 
to abscond and conceal himself so that the 
ordinary process of law cannot be served on

him. McMahan gave bond and security as the 
law directs.

The sheriff was ordered to attach so much 
property as will cover the debt to Martha 
McMahan and see to it that Goode appear in 
Superior Court on the first Monday in November 
1819 to answer the charges. Summonses were 
served on Marvin Kyle and James Anderson as 
garnishees in the attachment. Served by 
Washington Gray, Sheriff. Attachment served 
on Goode 15 Feb 1819 by Abraham Stout, 
coroner.

At the November term of Superior Court, 
1819, Joel H. Goode and his attorney appeared 
in court. The court ruled that the attachment be 
quashed and that defendant recover of plaintiff 
his costs in this suit.

Pages 220-221
Thomas Rigsby vs Richard Crunk

At the Superior Court held on the third 
Monday in February 1819 Richard Crunk was 
ordered to appear before a J. P. by 10:00 o’clock 
at the house of H. Philpott, J. P., on Saturday the 
5th of December 1819. He was ordered at that 
time to answer the complaint of Thomas Rigsby 
in a plea of debt not exceeding $50 by account.

The original summons was issued 25 Nov
1818. It was executed and returned by William 
White. On 5 December 1819, judgment was 
rendered against Crunk for $10.50 debt plus a 
Justice’s fee of 56!A0 and 750 to H. Philpott.

Crunk appealed. At the November term
1819, on motion of Rigsby’s attorney, the court 
ordered that the appeal be dismissed and that 
plaintiff recover $10.50 from Crunk plus costs.
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Pages 222 -  223
Robert Upton vs Kinchin Henry

At the Superior Court held on the third 
Monday of February 1819. Kinchin Henry had 
been summoned to appear before J. T. Jones, or 
some other Justice, to answer the complaint of 
Robert Upton in a plea of debt under $50 due by 
account. The original summons was issued 20 
Nov 1818.

Samuel Winton was summoned for the 
plaintiff. Executed and returned by William 
White. Judgment was in favor of plaintiff in 
amount of $33 debt plus costs.

At the November term, 1819 the cause was 
settled by the parties themselves.

Pages 223 - 224
John Waggoner vs John Pace

This case appealed from the Superior Court 
held on the 3rd Monday in February 1819.

John Waggoner was summoned to appear 
before John Collins, or some other Justice of the 
peace at the house of [name illegible] on [date 
omitted], Waggoner to answer Pace in a plea of 
debt. The original complaint was filed 5 
November 1818.

Executed and returned by William White 
on 19 December. Judgment was handed down 
in favor of defendant in amount of $7.70 plus 
$2.25 costs on 19 Dec 1818.

Case appealed. At the November term 
1819 the court ordered that the appeal be 
dismissed and that Waggoner recover of John 
Pace his costs and charges about this suit 
expended.

[Ed: This entry was somewhat garbled. 
Words were omitted and some were illegible ]

Pages 224 -  225
Solomon H. Smith vs Joel H. Goode

Solomon H. Smith complains that Joel H. 
Goode owes him $16.62‘/2 by a note. Smith 
believes Goode is about to remove himself and 
his effects out of the county, abscond and 
conceal himself so that the ordinary process of 
law cannot be served on him, or if served will 
have no effect. He prays for an attachment on 
Goode’s property. Said attachment is not for the 
purpose of harassing Goode, but is for the 
purpose of justice being had. Smith gave bond.

The Sheriff was commanded to levy on 
Goode’s estate an amount sufficient to satisfy 
the debt and costs. Order signed by James 
Anderson, J. P.

The Sheriff levied on “one hatt, one pare 
sate scales & weights, one pr. of Ball moulds, 
one cutting knife, one hand saw & one drawing 
knife, the above levy made in the presence of D. 
Ballew & David Strong” on 17 Feb 1819. 
Signed by W. Gray, Sheriff.

Judgment was for Smith in amount of debt, 
by default, plus 90 costs on 8 March 1819. 
Signed by James Anderson, J. P.

Goode appealed the decision to the 
Superior Court. The case was heard on the first 
Monday of November 1819. Both parties 
appeared and on motion of plaintiff’s attorney 
the Court ordered that the appeal be dismissed 
and that plaintiff recover the sum of [blank] plus 
costs from the defendant.

Pages 227 -  229
James Burlesson vs Joel H. Goode

James Burlesson states Joel H. Goode owes 
him $8.88 and that Goode is about to remove 
from the county, abscond and conceal himself, 
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be 
served. Burlesson prays for an attachment on 
Goode’s property.. The attachment is not meant 
to vex or harass defendant but to satisfy the debt.

The Sheriff was ordered to levy on the 
goods and chattels, rights and credits of Joel H. 
Good as will be sufficient to satisfy the debt and 
costs. Order dated 15 Feb 1819 and signed by 
James Anderson, J. P.

The Sheriff levied “on the Books, Store 
Books, Tavern Books &° in the presence of 
Lewis Reno & Wm. Kelly” on 16 Feb 1819. 
Signed by W. Gray, Sheriff. Executed and 
returned 20 Feb 1819.

Judgment by the J. P. was for plaintiff, by 
default [Defendant failed to appear at hearing], 
and was in favor of Burlesson in the amount of 
$8.88 plus $5.50 costs on 8 March 1819. Signed 
by James Anderson, J. P.

Case appealed. At a hearing in the Superior 
Court on the first Monday of November 1819, 
on motion of the defendant’s attorney the Court 
ruled that the attachment be quashed “for error 
apparent on the face of the proceedings.” The 
Court further ordered that defendant recover the
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sum of [blank] for costs about this suit 
expended.

Fourth Monday in March 1820

“In pursuance to an Act of the general assembly 
of the State of Alabama Entitled an act to 
regulate the proceedings in the Courts of Law 
and Equity in this state passed at Huntsville the 
14th day of December 1819. The Honorable 
Circuit Court for the County of Cotaco met at 
the Court House in the Town of Sommerville on 
the fourth Monday of March 1820. Present, the 
Honorable Henry Y. Webb, Esquire, Judge.”

Pages 230 -  232
Robert Wilson vs Isaac Langston

Appeal. Any lawful officer was ordered to 
summons Isaac Langston to appear before “me, 
one of the justices of the peace for said County 
on the 19th ” instant to answer the complaint of 
Robert Wilson in a plea of debt. Debt is under 
$50 and due by account. Signed 5 December 
1818 by Horatio Philpott. The summons was 
served and returned by William White.

Judgment was against defendant for debt 
and costs. Debt was $5.75 and justice fees were 
56140. County fee was 450. Signed by H. 
Philpott 19 December 1818.

At the March 1820, term came defendant 
by his attorney. The plaintiff being solemnly 
called did not appear. “It is considered by the 
Court that he take nothing by his appeal and the 
judgment below be affirmed.”

Pages 232 -  239
Alexander Gilbreath and Luther Morgan, 
surviving partners of the firm A. Gilbreath & 
Co. vs John Skidmore

The Sheriff was ordered to arrest John 
Skidmore to ensure his presence in court on the 
first Monday in November to answer plaintiff in 
a plea of debt. Debt is for $473 plus $100 
damages. Suit filed on the 3rd Monday in 
February 1819. Order to Sheriff issued 9 June 
1819.

By a note dated 24 April 1817 Skidmore 
promised to pay plaintiffs $473 five months after 
date. Defendant has paid $75 on debt. The 
balance is due and unpaid. C. C. Clay, attorney 
for plaintiff. Sheriff W. Gray executed summons

15 June 1819 and placed Skidmore in custody. 
Bail required.

At the November term 1819, the defendant, 
having withdrawn his appeal, “saith he has 
nothing to say.” Therefore, the Court ordered 
that plaintiff recover of Skidmore $402.98 debt 
plus $46.33% damages sustained by reason of 
the detention, together with costs of this suit.

Pages 239 -  244
Samuel Hazard and Charles N. Bankes, 
partners trading under the firm of Samuel 
Hazard & Co., vs. James Wilcockson and 
James Thomason, partners trading under the 
name of Wilcockson and Thomason

On 2 Oct 1819 the Sheriff was commanded 
to take the bodies of James Thomason [and 
James Wilcockson], partners, wherever they 
may be found and them safely keep so that you 
have their bodies before the judge of our next 
Superior Court on the first Monday in November 
next [1819]. They are to answer Samuel Hazard 
& Co. in a plea of debt in the amount of $363.42 
plus $100 damages sustained for unjustly 
detaining payment of debt. Said debt is by a 
promissory note dated 30 July 1818 and due 1 
Jan 1819. Bail required. Suit filed the third 
Monday in February 1819 and issued 2 Oct
1819.

Executed on 7 Oct 1819 by W. Hudson, 
Deputy sheriff. Case continued to March term
1820. At that, term came the plaintiffs and 
defendants by their attorneys. The defendants 
say nothing and remains undefended.

The court ruled that defendant pay plaintiff 
$363.42 debt plus $14.30 interest totaling 
$377.72 plus costs of this action.

Pages 244 -  250
John M. Taylor and Philip A. Foote, 
surviving partners doing business as Taylor 
& Foote, for the use of James Lockhart, vs 
Samuel M. Echols. Debt. [Matthew S. 
Lockhart is a late partner of Taylor & Foote 
doing business as Matthew S. Lockhart & 
Co.]

Sheriff ordered to find Samuel M. Echols and 
“him safely keep” to ensure his presence in court 
on the 1st Monday of November 1819. He is 
being sued by Taylor & Foote, for the use of 
James B. Lockhart, executor of the Last Will &
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Testament of Matthew S. Lockhart, deceased, in 
a plea that Echols pay them $ 150 which he owes 
them and unjustly detains to their damage of 
$100. Case filed on the 3rd Monday in February 
1819. Witnessed by Edward Richardson, Clerk 
of the Superior Court. Issued 21 May 1819.

Action is founded on a note dated 11 Dec 
1817 by which he bound himself to pay 
Matthew S. Lockhart & Co. $150 plus interest 
two days after date. Bail required. This action 
is for the benefit of James B. Lockhart, executor 
of Matthew S. Lockhart. No part of the debt has 
been paid.

Executed 12 July 1819 by J. H. Gray, 
Deputy Sheriff.

At the November term 1819 came plaintiffs 
by their attorney

At the March term 1820 came plaintiff by 
their attorney and the defendant says nothing. 
The Court ordered that plaintiff recover $150 
debt from defendant plus $20.60 interest on 
same totaling $170.60 plus costs.

Pages 250 -  254
William S, Cruse and Samuel Cruse, 
merchants trading under the firm name of W 
& S Cruse vs. William Vaughn and Melkijah 
Vaughn, partners and merchants trading 
under the firm name of Wm. & M, Vaughn.

On the 4th Monday in November 1819 the 
sheriff was commanded to take the bodies of 
William Vaughn and Melkijah Vaughn, 
wherever they may be found, and them safely 
keep so as to ensure their presence in court on 
the first Monday in November 1819.

They are to answer plaintiffs in a plea of 
trespass to the amount of $600. Case filed on 
the 3rd Monday in Feb 1819 and issued to the 
Sheriff 6 July 1819.

Action is based on a promissory note 
executed by one James Thomason to defendant, 
in Sommerville, on 23 June 1818 for payment of 
$366.98 due six months from date. Note was by 
them assigned to plaintiffs by an endorsement in 
blank on 23 June 1818. Plaintiffs say that on 23 
December 1818, in Cotaco County, they 
presented the note to James Thomason for 
collection and was refused payment. Plaintiff’s 
recourse is to sue defendants.

Executed by Sheriff W. Gray on 26 July 
1819. Bail required. J. Boardman, attorney for

plaintiffs. Case continued until March 1820 term 
of court. Plaintiffs appeared by their attorney but 
defendants say nothing.

The Court rules that plaintiffs recover of 
defendants $403.66 for their note and damages 
plus costs in this case.

Pages 254 -  259
William Cruse and Samuel Cruse, partners 
trading under the name of W. & S. Cruse vs. 
William Vaughan and Melkijah Vaughn, 
partners, trading under the firm name of 
Wm. & M. Vaughn.

Court held on the 4th Monday of November 
1819. The Sheriff was commanded to find and 
safely keep the bodies of William Vaughn and 
Melkijah Vaughn to ensure their presence in 
court on the first Monday in November 1819 to 
answer William Cruse and Samuel Cruse. Case 
presented the 3rd Monday in Feb 1819. Issued to 
the Sheriff 6 July 1819.

On 23 June 1818 at Sommerville James 
Thomason gave a $366.98 note, due in 12 
months from date47, to defendants who, in turn, 
assigned same to plaintiffs by an endorsement in 
blank. Order executed 20 July 1819 by W. 
Gray, Sheriff. Bail required.

On 23 December 1818 plaintiffs, the note 
then being due, presented the note to James 
Thomason for payment but was refused. For 
this reason, the defendants became liable to pay 
the plaintiffs. Plaintiffs claim $600. John 
Boardman, attorney for plaintiffs.

At the November 1819 term of court came 
plaintiffs by their attorney and defendants, 
although solemnly called came not, the court 
ruled that plaintiffs recover $366.98 debt from 
defendants and $25.07 damages plus costs.

Pages 260 -  264
Abraham Stout, assignee of Benjamin Weeks, 
vs Ledbetter Bradley

On the 1st Mon in May 1819, the Sheriff 
was commanded to take Ledbetter Bradley and

(-continued on Page 46-)

4' Records says twelve months in one place and six 
months in another.
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TVGS Policies

Contributions
Members of the Society are encouraged 

to submit unpublished primary source 
material of the nine northernmost counties 
of Alabama. We focus on pre-1900 material 
in all counties except Franklin. Early 1900’s 
material is welcome in that county due to the 
many fires that burned their early records.

We are a non-profit organization and 
can not pay for contributions.

We especially appreciate material from 
other counties or states that pertain to one of 
our nine covered counties.

TVGS does not pay for contributions 
but we do acknowledge the contributor and 
we do give bylines.

Each editor has their own preference as 
to how they want material submitted to 
them. Your current editor does NOT want 
material submitted on a computer disk.

We would prefer that submitted 
material be typed but if you have a legible 
hand, hand written information is 
acceptable.

Materials we like to get include 
courthouse records, diaries, church records, 
military records, minister’s records, 
newspaper items, personal letters, tombstone 
inscriptions, etc.

Tombstone Inscriptions
If you send in tombstone inscriptions, 

please give the location of the cemetery, 
how to get to it, and if you copied all the 
stones or only a portion of them. Other 
genealogical material concerning the 
persons enumerated is encouraged but not 
necessary.

their lineage for inclusion in DAR, etc. If 
there is a title page and date of publication 
in the Bible it is imperative that you include 
them when you submit the record.

Queries
An annual maximum of 175 words is 

allowed free to each member. Queries from 
non-members, and members who exceed the 
175-word limit, are published for $2.00 each 
as space allows. All queries are edited and 
published, at the discretion of the Editor, in 
the order received. We reserve the right to 
refuse to publish any query submitted with 
cause. Each query must include at least one 
full name, date, and county of residence.

In addition, any query we receive for 
Valleg HeauEB will also be placed on the on
line Queries Service. This will give you two 
chances to get the word out.

Book Reviews
Books will be reviewed in Ballty Heaucfi if 
the author donates a copy to TVGS. After 
the review, the book is then given to the 
Heritage Room of the Huntsville Madison 
County Public Library thereby making it 
available to the public.

Quarterlies will be reviewed only upon 
receipt of a fid] volume.

Mailing Address
Please let us know of changes of 

address as soon as possible. If an issue is 
lost in the mail due to an address change or 
the lack of a nine-digit ZIP CODE, a 
replacement copy will cost you $2.

Bible Records
If you send a Bible record, we would 

like to have a photocopy of it plus your 
interpretation of each name. We like to 
include a photocopy of the Bible in Valley 
Leaves as this is helpful to persons proving
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