
History And Stories of the Tennessee Vaeley

The Life and Times of

Chief Doublehead
For longer than anyone could re

member, the Tennessee Valley had 
been the ancestral hunting grounds of 
the Cherokee, Chickasaw and Creek 
nations. This was a land where Indi
ans could live peacefully without fear 
of encroachment from the whites.

By the late 1700s, however, times 
began to change as white settlers from 
Virginia, Tennessee and Georgia be
gan moving onto the Indian lands.

The great Indian nations, deci
mated by war and fragmented by 
internal strife, could no longer of
fer resistance. Only one man stood 
in the way of this movement.

Part cannibal, part savage and part 
statesman, Chief Doublehead would 
leave his bloody mark on the pages 
of the Tennessee Valley's history.

Also in this issue: Murder Stalks the Streets
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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The Life and Times of

Chief Doublehead
For longer than anyone 

could remember, the Ten
nessee Valley had been the 
ancestral hunting grounds 
of the Cherokee, Chickasaw 
and Creek nations. This was a 
land where Indians could live 
peacefully without fear of en
croachment from the whites.

By the late 1700s, howev
er, times began to change as 
white settlers from Virginia, 
Tennessee and Georgia began 
moving onto the Indian lands.

The great Indian nations, 
decimated by war and frag
mented by internal strife, 
could no longer offer resis
tance. Only one man stood 
in the way of this movement.

Part cannibal, part sav
age and part statesman, Chief 
Doublehead would leave his 
bloody mark on the pages of 
the Tennessee Valley's history.

Doublehead was born into 
the Cherokee aristocracy in the 
Cumberland foothills of Ten
nessee. His father had been a 
ferocious warrior, well-known 
for his bravery and his brother, 
Tassel, was a principal chief 
and statesman. His oldest sis
ter, Wurteh, married a white 
man, Nathan Gist, and pro
duced a son who was destined 

become the greatest of all they laid in ambush. Wi
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Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Cherokees, Sequoyah. Anoth
er sister married a white sol
dier and their son, John Watts, 
became the Chief of Chiefs 
among the Cherokee Nation.

The Indian nations were 
a scene of much turmoil dur
ing Doublehead's youth. Part 
of the tribes wanted to fight 
the white men who were tak
ing their lands, while others, 
guided by their heads rather 
than their hearts, charted a 
course of peaceful cooperation.

To say that Doublehead 
was a rebellious youth would 
be an understatement. Even 
as a child, barely out of pu
berty, Doublehead began lead
ing raiding parties against 
wnite settlers. Though too 
young to fight, the youths 
would lie in wait until the set
tlers were away from home, 
then sneak in, burn their cab
ins and run off the livestock.

Soon tiring of this, Double
head began to look for other 
ways to harass the settlers. The 
isolated settlements depended 
on traveling peddlers for ne
cessities such as salt, gunpow
der and cloth. Realizing this, 
Doublehead fanned his group 
of teenage warriors out across 
the wilderness trails where
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short while no peddler dared 
to enter the territory unless 
provided with a large armed 
escort. The few brave souls 
who did met with a premature, 
and often gruesome death.

Doublehead purposely cul
tivated his image as a blood
thirsty savage. Though the 
taking of scalps was not com
mon among the Cherokees, he 
quickly made it his trademark. 
Even more grisly was his habit 
of cannibalizing his enemies' 
bodies. After a successful raid 
he would cut a piece of flesh 
from one of his victims, and 
often, with blood running 
down his chin, eat it as a sign 
of his enemies' impotence. Af
terwards, he would demand 
that his warriors, as a sym
bolic blood oath, do the same.

Years later, when in Phila
delphia meeting with Presi
dent George Washington, an 
inquisitive reporter asked Dou
blehead's opinion of the white 
race. Without even giving the 
matter a moment's thought, 
the chief replied: "Too salty."

In order to keep his bands 
loyal to him, Doublehead knew 
he had to do more than merely 
lead them on raiding parties. 
He made the acquaintance of 
several white traders and soon 
goods from the hapless ped
dlers, who had met an untime
ly death, began showing up in 

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT TO 
KEEP YOUR FUTURE ON TRACK

YOU TALK. WE LISTEN. IN PERSON.
Jana Hinsley Wise 
Financial Advisor 

(256) 881-1583
Email - jana.hinsley@edwardjones.com 

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones
MAKING SENSE OF NVESTING

stores in the white settlements. 
In return, Doublehead was able 
to supply his band with guns, 
powder and other items not nor
mally available to the Indians.

Despite Doublehead's 
growing popularity among the 
tribes, his days of running wild 
throughout the Cumberlands 
were numbered. The whites 
were putting increasing pres
sure on the Indians as a result 
of the raids and even many of 
his own tribesmen were be
ginning to turn against him.

Realizing this, Doublehead 
gathered his band, a motley mix 
of Cherokees, Chickasaws and 
Creeks and moved to the sanc
tuary of the Tennessee Valley. 
They settled on a site several 
miles south of the present day 
Athens. Ala., whicn in a few 
years became a thriving village.

The land was supposed to 
be shared as a hunting ground 
by the Cherokees ana Chicka
saws, with none of them actu
ally living on it. Doublehead 
quickly solved this problem 
by giving two of his sisters 
to George Colbert, the chief 
of the Chickasaw Nation.

“You know you’re getting 
older when you get into 
heated arguments about 

pension plans.”

Ron Eyestone
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Though Doublehead con
tinued to be a nuisance, lead
ing occasional raiding par
ties against the Tennessee 
settlements, it was the murder 
of his brother, Tassel, that ig
nited the fires of open hostility.

Tassel, head chief of the 
Cherokees, had been invited 
to meet with Major John Hub
bert under a flag of truce. Af
ter a series of talks, the un
armed chief was escorted to a 
smoke house where he was to 
spend the night. That night, 
with Hubbert guarding the 
door, a youth, armed with a 
tomahawk, entered the build
ing and killed the chief as he 
lay sleeping. To the whites, 
this was only justice, as the 
youth had recently lost his par
ents to a Cherokee war party.

A murderous rage descend
ed upon the Tennessee Val
ley when Doublehead learned 
of his brother's death. His 
name soon became synony
mous with terror as his band 
fanned out for hundreds of 
miles in every direction, deal
ing death and destruction to 
any settlements in their paths.

Knowing the importance 
of symbolism among his In
dian tribesmen, Doublehead 
used the death of Captain Wil
liam Overall to enhance his 
already gruesome reputation. 
Overall had distinguished 
himself as a particularly brave 
fighter before finally falling un
der Doublehead's tomahawk.

Doublehead carried the 
captain's body back to his vil

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

“No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 
services performed by other lawyers.”

lage, where in full view of 
everyone, he dismembered 
the body and began eat
ing the choicest parts, invit
ing his tribesmen to join him.

"The white man is no 
more than a dog, or a pig 
of the woods," he reput
edly said, "and should be 
treated the same way."

Perhaps the most unforgiv
able atrocity, and the one that 
turned many of the Cherokees 
against him, happened in 1793. 
Doublehead's brother, Pump
kin Boy, had been killed in a 
recent raid against the whites 
and he was still bitter about it 
when he entered a village and 
saw a small white child mount
ed on a horse behind his neph
ew, John Watts. Watts had cap
tured the child while assaulting 
a white settlement, and as 
was Cherokee custom, would 
raise the child as his own.

With a wild scream of un
controllable rage, Doublehead 
charged, burying his toma
hawk deeply in the body of the 
small child. Afterwards, for the 
rest of his life, he was known 
as "Kill Baby" to many of the 
Indians who were shocked 
by the ghastly incident.

Then, abruptly in 1794 
Doublehead quit the warpath. 
Almost immediately he began

“Let me know if you 
suddenly become 

interesting.”

Maxine
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displaying a new found wealth. 
Indian couriers were sent to 
Nashville on a regular basis to 
purchase furniture and other 
items for his house. He became 
a collector of fine race horses, 
once sending all the way to 
Charleston, South Carolina to 
purchase one that had captured 
his fancy. He even began to 
dress the part of a wealthy man.

The source of his wealth 
became an item of speculation 
for people who knew him. Es
pecially intriguing was the 
fact that much of his wealth 
seemed to be in the form of 
bars of silver bullion. At first 
it was supposed that this was 
treasure he had stolen during 
his days on the warpath, but as 
time went on, people realized 
there had to be another answer.

Before long, everyone in 
his tribe was wondering about 
the source of the bullion. Ac
cording to legend, Doublehead 
once asked two of his warriors 
to accompany him on a trip. 
After walking for days, he fi
nally led them to a cave where 
a great quantity of silver was 
stored. The men loaded as 
much as they could carry in 
back packs before returning to 
the village, where Doublehead 

warned the Indians against 
ever revealing his secret. Quite 
naturally, as Doublehead had 
expected, later that night one 
of the Indians revealed to his 
wife what he had seen. Dou
blehead, who was lurking out
side the cabin listening, im
mediately burst into the cabin 
and killed the hapless Indian.

No one in Doublehead's 
tribe ever again spoke of the 
mysterious silver bullion.

Though secure in his new
found wealth, Doublehead 
still took his life in his hands 
when he traveled outside of 
the Indian lands. For the peo
ple whose relatives had been 
murdered by Doublehead, 
there could be no forgiveness.

In 1794 a leading group of 
Cherokees had been invited to 
Philadelphia to meet with the 
president, and Doublehead, 
aware of the political ramifica
tions of such a visit, appointed 
himself as the spokesman. With 
his tall, foreboding looks, and 
dressed in an elaborate costume, 
he was the center of attention.

People nudged and poked 
one another to catch a glimpse of 
the man reputed to be the most 
bloodthirsty savage in America.

Doublehead undoubtedly 

as. Old Huntsville Page 7 
capitalized on his reputation, 
for when he left, Secretary of 
War Henry Knox awarded him 
an annual annuity of $5,000. 
Knox probably realized this 
was cheaper than having Dou
blehead return to the warpath.
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This also placed Double
head under the protection of 
the United States Government, 
much to the ire of the whites 
who had lost their homes and 
relatives to his murderous band.

Doublehead quickly settled 
into his new life-style. He made 
frequent trips to New Orleans, 
Pensacola, Charleston and even 
visited New York once, where 
he was described as "the classic 
example of the noble savage." 
Strangely enough, Double
head, who once feasted on his 
enemies' bodies, even visited 
some of the finer restaurants 
and attended a under pain of 
death play while in New York.

Unfortunately, even though 
Doublehead had become 
wealthy and was prospering, 
the Cherokee nation was not. 
Every year, with every trea
ty, the Indian lands became 
smaller. John Hunt had already 
settled near the Big Spring in 
northern Alabama of the Mis
sissippi Territory and more set
tlers were pouring in every day.

In January of 1806, Double
head and the other chiefs of 
the Cherokee nation signed a 
treaty giving up all the land ly
ing between the Tennessee and 
Duck rivers. Unbeknownst to 
the other chiefs, Doublehead 
had negotiated a secret agree
ment with the Indian agent 
where he received a large tract 
of land, numbering in the tens 
of thousands of acres, in ex
change for signing the treaty.

If Doublehead was hop
ing his duplicity in the treaty 
would go undiscovered, he was 
sadly mistaken. Several months 
later, while attending an In
dian ball game at Hiwassee in 
the Indian nation, he was ac
costed by a fellow chief named

“We’ll always have 
death & taxes. However, 
death doesn’t get worse 

every year.”

Harrison Jacobs, Athens 

"Bone Polisher," who loudly 
denounced him and called 
him a traitor to his people.

As matters reached the boil
ing point. Bone Polisher drew 
his tomahawk and rushed 
Doublehead, swinging wildly 
at his head. Doublehead, de
spite having received numer
ous wounds managed to shoot 
his assailant through the heart.

Onlookers carried the 
wounded chief to McIntosh's 
Tavern where they sought as
sistance. Instead of help, how
ever, they were confronted by 
another group of angry accus
ers who also called Double
head a traitor. Someone in the 
tavern (it's never been estab
lished who) extinguished the 
light. Instantly, as soon as the 
tavern went dark, a shot rang 
out. When finally the light was 
relit, Doublehead was lying on 
the floor mortally wounded.
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Friends carried the chief 
across the field to the home 
of the schoolmaster. Unfor
tunately, the blood trail was 
easy to follow and within min
utes another group of aveng
ers appeared to finish the task.

Doublehead, the scourge of 
the Tennesee Valley, was dead.

Doublehead's death sig- 
naledthe end of the Cherokees 
in North Alabama. Though 
they would remain here for an
other thirty years, they would 
never again be a powerful force.

Almost immediately after 
Doublehead's death, people 
began searching for the source 
of his wealth. In 1840, two 
prominent men of the Shoals 
area, Levi Cassity and James 
Thompson, found a cave that 
they believed to be the source 
of Doublehead's treasure trove. 
In the cave they found tools 
and crucibles used for melting 
silver. Many of the tools still 
had traces of silver on them.

But there was no mine 
or any ore. The closest thing 

resembling a treasure was 
a few old Spanish coins re
trieved from the cave floor.

Were the coins part of Dou
blehead's treasure? Many peo
ple think so. When Hernando 
de Soto visited North Alabama 
during his explorations, he was 
alleged to have hidden a large 
amount of silver coins some
where in present day Jackson 
County. Could Doublehead 
have stumbled across the trea
sure and transported part of it to 
a cave closer to where he lived? 
If so, it would explain the tools 
and crucibles, as many people 
who would readily accept bul
lion would not take two hun
dred year old Spanish coins.

We will never know, for as 
Doublehead once said, "When I 
die, my secrets are buried also."
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Heard on the 
Street in 1921

- Federal dry agents report 
breaking up two stills in Lime
stone county Saturday. Berry 
Horton and Willis Stanley, 
both Negroes, were placed un
der arrest.

- Quite a crowd gathered 
on the Green Street side of the 
county jail yesterday afternoon 
to witness the destruction of the 
big still captured Tuesday and 
resulting in three arrests, as re
lated in the News yesterday 
morning. The still was of 150 
gallon capacity and appeared 
to be of modern construction. 
It took hard blows to break it 
up, the job being accomplished 
only after half an hour or more 
of work by a hefty sheriff with 
a sledge hammer.

- Mayor Adams desires it to 
be known that hereafter chil
dren under the age of 16 will 
not be permitted to drive au
tomobiles in Huntsville streets 
unless accompanied by a 

Audra Wilson 
Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care

parent and are clearly capable 
of handling a car themselves.

- The erection of twenty 
new cottages at the Lowe Man
ufacturing company's mill is 
well underway with carpen
ters and other workermen 
being busily engaged on the 
work. The houses are of pretty 
design, modern and well con
structed. The new homes will 
be occupied by employees of 
the mill and will add greatly 
to the appearance of the mill 
village which is kept scrupu
lously neat and sanitary in all 
respects.

Immediately in front of the 
entrance to the office of the mill 
there is a large bed of beauti
ful flowers upon which several 
spraying streams of water are 
kept constantly at work giving 
the flowers a fresh and inviting 
appearance.
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Telephones 
Then and Now

By Malcolm Miller
When I was growing up 

in the Ryland community in 
the thirties and forties there 
were maybe a total of four or 
five phones in a four or five 
mile radius of where I lived. 
These few phones were used 
by all the people in the area. I 
know this story would be very 
hard to believe for some of the 
young whipper snappers today 
who think they can't live with
out cell phones, ipods, iphones, 
blackberries and a lot of other 
gadgets that I don't understand

Things were a lot different 
then than they are now, how
ever the youngsters of those 
days didn't miss what they 
didn't know. The telephone 
operator in Ryland was a blind 
man named Charlie Lacy, yes 
I said a blind man. I watched 
him many times when some of 
my family and I went to his of
fice to call Dr. Frank Jordan or 
for some other reason we had 
to make a call; he would insert 
the telephone jacks into the 
right slots by feel.

Those of you who have 
not seen how this was accom
plished have missed the mira
cle of telephones in the thirties 
and forties. If you had to call 
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from Central School or one of 
the other few places that had 
phones you would have to use 
the only type of phone avail
able at that time, a wooden 
box hanging on the wall with 
a mouth piece on the front and 
a crank on one side and a re
ceiver on the other, slightly dif
ferent than the cell phone we 
carry in our pockets today. To 
make a call you would simply 
remove the receiver and turn 
the crank a couple of times and 
say "hello Charlie" and tell him 
who you wanted to call. In fact 
there was a saying everyone 
said now and then, "ring, ring, 
hello Charlie."

The phone company was 
privately owned and half of 
the time some of the lines were 
down, in fact the telephone 
poles was so short that you 
could sometimes reach up and 
touch the lines and you better 
believe if a young man could 
he would.

Even in the fifties and early 
sixties after I was married and 
living in Huntsville, the phone 
service still left a lot to be de
sired. You see most everyone 
who had a phone was on a

“I feel so miserable 
without you - it’s almost 

like having you here.”

Stephen Bishop
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belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it 
at your own pace and we deliver 
it anywhere coast to coast or to 
our dry and secure warehouse. 
It’s that simple.

Consider it moving and stor
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines
or cursing.

PODS
PortOn D«*mnnd Stor«g**

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com 

gmail.com
http://www.PODS.com
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party line. I have been on both 
four and eight party lines and 
believe me party line was the 
correct name for them. Each 
member on a party line was as
signed so many rings, and you 
were only supposed to answer 
your phone when it rang the 
number of times assigned to 
you, however it never failed, 
when it was your call one or 
two others would answer be
fore you could and tell the call
er they had the wrong number, 
then when you did get on the 
phone some of them would stay 
on the line and "eaves drop" as 
we called it when others lis
tened to our conversations.

Charlie Lacy s' wife Myrtle 
was the postmistress of Ry
land and the post office and 
switch board were in the same 
room. They also sold candy, 
soft drinks and such things 
from a counter in the room. An 
old maid name Dora Newman 
lived with the Lacys and it was 
her job to take the out-going 
mail down to the Ryland de
pot, a structure only enclosed 
on three sides. She ran the mail 
bag up on an apparatus like a 
flag pole and when the train 
came roaring through they 
used a big hook to jerk the mail 
bag off the pole and throw the 
incoming mail off. It was just 
too bad if there was something 
breakable in the bag they threw 
off the fast moving train.

I sure hope that some of 
the younger generation, if they 
should happen to read this, re
alizes they have it pretty well 

made these days, with all their 
fancy equipment, being able to 
text message, talk, etc. without 
someone on a party line listen
ing in. On second thought most 
every one who reads this would 
be the younger generation to 
me since I saw an ad on my 
computer saying you can look 
up your ancestors who served 
in World War II. Since I served 
in the war, I must be an ances
tor but I thought ancestors were 
dead people. Maybe someone 
will look me up and see if I am 
their long lost ancestor.

I also hope that if some
one from my generation reads 
this they think back to having 
to leave their house to use a 
phone, having a party line with 
nosy neighbors, and visiting 
the telephone office which was 
quite high tech at the time.

“Any ship can be a 
minesweeper - once.”

Seen in military manual

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black <k: White <Sr (’olor

11 o 9 *I ** • Tel >

"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"
VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

2* "All You Can Ta Eat" Every Wednceday 5PM - 9 PM 
I Seeelal lunch Buffet Men - Fri 11AM te 2PM 
“ Lunch Speciale Saturday & Sunday

Open 7 Paye A Week
[I COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 
“ BANQUET FACILITIES

.TOP.JF

256-559-6075 • 156-534-9161
FAX 156-536-4639
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY «W

9



™Old Huntsville Page 13



Old Huntsville Page 14

Memories of 
Dea Thomas

by Charlie Lyle

I first met Dea Thomas at 
his home in Monrovia where he 
lived with his parents and one 
sister. His father was a promi
nent farmer and his mother 
a very well respected school 
teacher.

At the time, I had just gotten 
out of the Army and was trying 
to form a dance band combo. I 
needed a pianist, bass player, 
saxophonist, and a drummer. 
I found that there was an ex
cellent young drummer from 
Monrovia (sixteen years old) 
and his name was Dea Thomas. 
We added a vocalist, Dee Cum
mings, who was quite a bit 
younger at the time but we got 
permission from her parents 
for her to sing with us. She was 
a doll. We played at the Sky
lark Club and Camerons Aero 
Club located at the end of Air
port Road.

Dea proved to be a fantastic 
drummer and incidentally lat
er on married Dee. Dea Thom
as had the quality of being 
mischievous, which proved in 
some ways admirable as well 
as detrimental (I will expand 
upon this later). On one such 
occasion the band was to play 
at the Redstone Arsenal Of
ficers Club. When Dea didn't 
show up for the job, we called 
his home and he said he had 
overslept but would be right 
there. He knew all the shortcuts 
and got there in record time. 
Meanwhile, a Colonel was lit
erally giving me hell. Dea ar
rived and set up his drums 
quickly and proceeded to play 
this job. On our first intermis
sion an even angrier Colonel 
came up and wanted to know 
what "son of a gun" had diago
nally parked across not only 
General Toftoy's parking space 
but General Maderis's space as 

well! After a few minutes we 
heard sirens and saw many 
flashing lights. Dea was then 
escorted off the post by 3 Mili
tary Police cars! The Officers 
Club was just one of the many 
escapades that occurred.

Dea's father, Mr. Thomas, 
passed away about that time 
and after his funeral, I will 
never forget, Mrs. Thomas 
said, "Charlie help me look af
ter Dea". She must have had 
a lot of faith in me because at 
that time I was in my "Terrible 
Twenties".

After high school Dea de
cided to go to college. His fa
ther had wisely set up a trust 
fund that provided for the 
tuition and all the money he 
needed and as long as he stayed 
in school. He was in college 
about a year then he worked 
at a print shop a year before he 
made up his mind to go back 
to school and work on his law 
degree at the University of Ala
bama. Well Dea took his new 
bride Dee to Tuscaloosa where 
she enrolled in high school and 
he in college. Dea then pledged 
a prestigious law fraternity and 
also Delta Tau Delta, a social 
fraternity.

The fraternity had certain 
rules and procedures a pledge 
must follow. Unfortunately, 
these were not adhered to as 
required. So at the "big event", 
when pledge hood turned into 
membership, Dea was destined 
to be "blackballed" (a term 

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville,Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours-. Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

You know you’ve gotten 
older when you realize 

a stamp today costs 
more than it did to go to 
a movie in the good old 

days.

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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meaning he was denied mem
bership). At that time, he made 
an appeal to the fraternity to 
let him speak at the event (af
ter all, every coin has two sides 
no matter how thick or thin). So 
speaking with great skill and 
oratorship, it is said, there was 
not a dry eye in the crowd. At 
this point, I believed he had the 
potential to be the governor of 
the state if he worked hard.

Later Dea and his wife 
came back to Huntsville where 
Dea started his law practice. 
He worked very hard and be
came assistant district attorney 
under Tom Younger. I know 
Tom personally not only as a 
fine attorney but also a terrific 
person.

After serving time in that 
position, he became District 
Attorney. As stated in the be
ginning, Dea had a rather "care 
free" nature. He loved motor
cycles, which he drove to work. 
Some say he drove it up the 
steps of the First National Bank 
and also around the inside of 
his apartment! He went on to 
form a group of motorcycle 
riders called the "Saints".

One night a party was held 
upstairs in the courtnouse. The 
party got a little out of control. 
Bottles, champagne glasses and 
other things were thrown off 
the second floor and in general 
disturbing the peace. Dea took 
responsibility for the party and 
was held accountable. He was 
subjected to be impeached but, 
according to my memory, was 
not although he was asked to 
step down from office.

The underlying theme of 
this essay is simply this - I 
think absolutely normal, which 
few of us are, is somewhat bor
ing. David Thomas was one of 
the most interesting people I've 
known, but more than this, he 

From local accident report

was one of the most extraordi
nary and brilliant trial lawyers 
I have met in my lifetime from 
1930 on. He had the unique 
ability to mix law and humor to 
its best advantage, unlike some 
people (frothing at the mouth) 
and had the innate ability to 
have a humorous approach.

I think the only person who 
comes close to this would be a 
Chicago judge named "Judge 
Mathis".

“The guy was all over the road. 
I had to swerve a number of 

times before I hit him.”

cliff Still
3llornej 31 3Uuu

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

929 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Huntsville, Al (256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Oft Talking Machine 
Co. is Growing

Roy F. Ott is Conducting Progressive, 
Active Sales Agency for Victor Machines

(Taken from The Huntsville Mercury, 1916)
The Roy F. Ott Talking Machine Company, Roy F. Ott, sole 

Srietor, is one of Huntsville's most successful business firms 
lished in recent years. Mr. Ott has been a resident of Hunts

ville four years and established his business in Huntsville about 
eighteen months ago. On account of the rapid growth of his busi
ness and a desire for a more convenient location, Mr. Ott was 
forced to move his business into its present quarters at Number 
5, Post Office Row.

Mr. Ott has extended his sales on talking machines over the 
entire North Alabama section, making selling trips by rail and 
spending considerable time on the road in his automobile, selling 
to families throughout the section. He has just recently placed 
machines in the public schools of Huntsville and Madison and in 
the Huntsville Y.M.C.A.

Mr. Ott sells machines for cash, of course, but also makes a 
specialty of long time payments. He carries a complete stock of 
the latest Victor-Victrolas. Victor records and talking machine ac
cessories and the completeness of his store would do credit to a 
business of this kind in a much larger city.

| R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.~|

RGN
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust”

533-9016
Woody 

flnd^rson 
Ford

On thg eorngr of 
Jordan Lanp & 

Sparkman ©rivp

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-559-9441
wv^.Woodgande.rsonfor’d.eom

No, we haven’t used
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH
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News from 1923
- A man who gives his name only as 

"Branch" and who had been sent to the street
gang 3 months ago and escaped shortly there
after was re-captured yesterday at his home 
about 4 miles from Huntsville. The officers, 
who had long suspected his whereabouts but 
until yesterday had been unable to get their 
eyes on him, finally managed to finish the job. 
Several of the officers yesterday went out to 
the man's home and learning that he was on 
the premises, surrounded the place and final
ly effected a capture. He was brought to the 
city and locked up, to be again returned to the 
street gang. Branch lived alone, and seemed to 
have no friends to speak of.

- Owners of dogs must not permit them to 
roam the streets without muzzles. If they do 
they may be brought up before the mayor and 
fined for their neglect.

- Theopias Brown, who is also known by 
the name of Scruggs, and who was arrested 
on a charge of drunkenness yesterday and 
placed in a cell in the city jail, became so vio
lent shortly after being locked up that he had 
to be bound to his bed. Before this, however, 
he had broken up considerable of the meager 
furniture in his cell. It is supposed the stuff 
he drank was of the "mean" variety and made 
him temporarily crazy.

- When the car in which Jim Nash and his
daughter Stella were driving Sunday afternoon 
turned over on the Whitesburg pike, near Lily 
Flagg, the young lady suffered a broken arm, 
the father sustaining severe body bruises. The 
accident occurred when Mr. Nash __________  
turned to the side of the road to 
permit the passage of another car 
and went too near the edge.

- The new 1924 Buicks are 
here in Huntsville. Announce
ment was made late yesterday 
by the Edwards Buick Company, 
that the new models have arrived 
and were on display at the show 
room. The new series of Buicks 
have many changes and improve
ments - the most striking being 
the four wheel brakes. The front 
wheels have a brake drum and 
when turning a curve the outside 
front wheel brake automatically 
releases, while the mechanism of 
this improvement is striking in 
the extreme.

“The best measure of a man’s honesty 
isn’t his income tax return. It’s the zero 

adjust on his bathroom scale.”

Arthur C. Clarke

*
Dick Smith

Specialists 
in 

Real Estate 
for Seniors

John Richard
603-7110

Does this represent you or your parents? You have lived In your 
home for the last 20 to 50 years. Your home used to be filled with grow
ing children, the neighborhood kids, and now it’s empty. They ail grew 
up. You have fond memories of happy times and memories of some 
sad times. The time has come to move on. The house is too big arid re
quires too much work. You want more time to relax and have a simpler 
lifestyle. Between the cleaning, house maintenance and lawn mowing, 
you find no time or energy to do the things you really want to do. May
be you need to move to a smaller home, patio home, or assisted living 
facility. We can help you or a loved one downsize.

Call us for more details.

REAL ESTATE, INC.

rn
“Team Richard”

www.teamricbardreallors.cora

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

\Ne will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art, 
niture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for 
upcoming sales 

www.alphaestatesales.corr

http://www.teamricbardreallors.cora
http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On 
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Dixie 
Ratliff for being the first correct 
caller to guess the Photo of the 
Month last month - it was Mis
sy Ming-Smith, who's been 
a familiar sight at the court
house for many years. Dixie is 
a retired PE assistant with the 
Huntsville school system and 
worked at Farley school and 
Mountain Gap elementary - 
congratulations Dixie!

Bill and Rosemary 
Leatherwood of Hazel Green 
own Ole Dad's BBQ there and 
have some important birthdays 
coming up! Their nephew 
Chris Rousseau turned 22 on 
the 4th of July and is a teacher at 
Huntsville Christian Academy. 
Then their grandson Chase 
Murphy, who attends Lynn 
Fanning Elementary, turned 10 
in July. Happy Birthday to both 
young men!

We were very happy to 
read that Judge Karen Hall 
had received a statewide ex
cellence award by a victims 
advocacy group, who praised 
her commitment to justice. The 
annual King Solomon Award 
for Judicial Excellence was pre

Ruth’s Nutrition
Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage 
Reflexology - Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy 
Magnetic Therapies 

Electrodermal Testing 
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 

Huntsville, Alabama
Open Mon - Sat

info@ruthsnutrition.com

sented to Karen by the Victims 
of Crime and Leniency, or VO
CAL. We are so proud of you!

Another lady we're proud 
of is Sandra Moon, who is City 
Council woman representing 
S.E. Huntsville. She had decid
ed not to run again in the fall 
and will step down. Her direct, 
honest ~~ 
empathy 
problems

t approach and genuine 
:hy for people and their 
;ms made her a very pop

ular politician for many years. 
We will sure miss her "tell it 
like it is" approach at the city 
council meetings

Happy Birthday to Ken 
Owens! Get out and celebrate!!

Speaking of upcoming city 
council battles, Jackie Reed will 
be facing off with Bill Kling for 
his attempt to be re-elected for 
Council place # 4. Many peo
ple know Jackie and appreciate 
her gutsy presentations at each 
and every council meeting, 
which she attends religiously. 

She brings up items that some 
politicians would rather not be 
publicized and is always think
ing of ways that Huntsville can 
save money. It'll be a really in
teresting season for politics!

Zandora Bone wants to 
send special birthday wishes to 
her sweet daughter Tonie Har
ris, and also to her son Corey 
Harris! "They're the best!"

Cecil Ashburn was part of 
the company Ashburn & Gray 
who built most of our roads 
and overpasses over the past 60 
years. Cecil just celebrated his 
90th birthday with a party at 
801 Franklin, hosted by Marie 
Hewett, and Louie & Jane Tip
pett and attended by others in
cluding ex-councilman Glenn 
Watson, and other friends.

At home Cecil surrounds 
himself with people who mean 
alot to him - Barbara Crutcher 
and her granddaughter Lauren 
Blocker, who's 10 and attends 
Monrovia Middle School. 
Also Edward Hughes, Parris 
Dawkins, Marisa Reali, Ken
neth White, Sheila Leslie and 
Angie Cartwright. Congratu- 

Photo 11 The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1-year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little boy gives 
good advice & knows a lot about 
the YMCA

mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com
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lations to you, Cecil - we think 
the world of you!

John Bennett just celebrat
ed his 63rd birthday, unfortu
nately in the hospital. He is do
ing much better now and his 
sweet wife Suzie Nolen is tak
ing extra good care of him.

It was good to meet two 
sweet ladies recently - Barbara 
Kelley and her Mom Bobbi 
own Aging Well Homecare 
and have a special place in their 
hearts for seniors.

Lyle and Ruth Taylor of 
Old Town just celebrated their 
57th wedding anniversary on 
June 20. Congratulations to a 
really great couple.

Matt Hughes, a Relation
ship Banker II from Ashburn, 
Va. was recently in Huntsville 
to help train the Colonial Bank 
personnel in the new BB&T 
procedures. He thought the 
city was beautiful and would 
like to bring his sweet wife 
Maria back for a visit one of 
these days. He was helping 
Jane Eller, also a Relationship 
Banker, who is the knowledge
able lady with a big smile you 
see when you walk into the 
Church St. location.

We were saddened to hear 
that Pat Patterson had passed 
away. He was 90, a Golden K 
Kiwanian, and had delivered 
Meals on Wheels for 32 years. 
We send our deepest condo
lences to his wife & their family 
and friends.

I went into In Bloom 
recently on Pratt Ave. by 
the Sonic and saw the best 
gift idea. The owners, Ron 
Cooper and Mark Kimbrough, 
started making scented Soy 
Candles and named them 
after the historic neighbor
hoods of Huntsville! There's 
"Old Town Nights," "Twick
enham Stroll,"Blossomwood 
Blooms," "Five Points Alley", 
you get the picture. And best of 
all, they smell really good!

There's been lots in the 
news lately about bicycle 
riders in the streets, and the 

danger to these people when 
car drivers don't see them. It's 
not only cyclists, but people on 
scooters and motorcycles are in 
this group as well, and people 
who jog/ walk on the roads too. 
The best thing we can all do is 
just pay close attention at all 
times when we're in our cars, 
so that if there is a motorcycle 
or bicyclist in the road we give 
them room and don't try to run 
them off the road.

Arriving to your destina
tion a few minutes later would 
be alot better then injuring or 
killing someone because you're 
in a rush and didn't see them. 
You don't want an event like 
that to be something you re
member for the rest of your 
life. My brother rides a scooter 
and I worry about him always 
but if we're all extra careful 
and courteous maybe no one 
else will have to die.

Zach Jacobsen is sure 
proud of Redstone Village. 
Zach is the Executive Director 
there and he just found out that 
Redstone Village had received 
a "Deficiency Free" score on 
the annual recertification sur
vey of their skilled nursing unit 
just completed by the Alabama 
Dept, of Public Health. In over 
100 areas, including nursing, 
medical care, housekeeping 
and dining, RV received a per
fect score, which doesn't hap-

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

pen often. Congratulations to 
Perian Petcher, the Nursing 
Home Administrator, and the 
committed nurses and nursing 
assistants that make RV home
to those lucky enough to get in. 

Have a safe and happy 4th 
of July and try to stay cool!

Discount Designer Shoes 
& Upscale Consignment 

Clothing

St. John 
Cole Haan 
Prada 
Miu Miu 
Ferragamo 
Gucci 
Chanel 
Valentino 
Stuart Weitzman 
Fendi
... And Many More!

Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE 

533-7163
209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |
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I RECIPES

Sausage & Grils PieSouthern Bread Pudding

2 c. milk
12 slices white bread, quar

tered
2 c. sugar
1 stick unsalted butter, soft

ened
4 large eggs
1 c. shredded sweetened co

conut
1 c. raisins
1 7 1/2 oz. can pineapple 

chunks, drained
1 T. vanilla extract
11. ground nutmeg
11. ground cinnamon
11. ground allspice

Preheat your oven to 350 
degrees, grease a 9" square 
baking dish. In a bowl, add 
milk to bread and let soak for 
10 minutes. In a larger bowl, 
cream together sugar and but
ter, beat in eggs. Add remain
ing ingredients and mix, stir 
in soaked bread. Pour mixture 
into baking dish. Bake for 45 

minutes and dish is browned 
on top with knife inserted com
ing out cleanly.

Zucchini Pie

4 large eggs
1/2 c. vegetable oil
1 c. Bisquick
1/2 c. freshly grated Parme

san cheese
11. seasoned salt
1/ 2 t. ground black pepper 
3 c. sliced zucchini
1 c. chopped onion

Preheat oven to 350 de
grees, heavily grease a 9" pie 
dish. In a large bowl, beat eggs 
and oil together for 2 min
utes. Add Bisquick and beat 
til smooth. Beat in Parmesan 
Cheese, seasoned salt and pep
per. Stir in the zucchini and on
ion, pour in the pie dish. Bake 
for 35 to 40 minutes and top is 
browned.

12 oz. breakfast sausage
4 oz. grated mild Cheddar 

cheese
1/2 t. salt
11/2 c. cooked grits
4 large eggs, beaten

Grease a 9" pie dish and 
preheat your oven to 325 de
grees. Cook sausage in a large 
skillet over medium heat til it's 
cooked, remove skillet from 
heat. Stir the cheese and salt 
into the skillet til the cheese 
is melted. Stir in the grits and 
eggs. Spoon entire mixture into 
the pie dish and bake for 45 
minutes and puffy and cooked 
through.

For the frosting:
1 stick unsalted butter
1 c. sugar
1/2 c. cocoa

EVERY
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best

country breakfast in town!

S I

•Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY.SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. So 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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1/4 c. milk
For the filling:
3 c. milk
2 - 3.4 oz. pkgs, instant- 

French vanilla pudding
1 8-oz. ontainer Cool Whip

To Finish:
20 graham crackers

Prepare frosting: melt but
ter in a saucepan. Stir in the 
sugar, cocoa, and milk. Bring to 
a boil over medium high heat. 
Boil for one minute,stirring 
constantly. Set aside.

Prepare filling: In a large 
bowl, beat milk and pudding, 
mix til thickened. Stir in the 
Cool Whip and set aside.

Lay enough graham crack
ers side by side to cover the 
bottom of a 9x13" baking dish. 
Spread half of the filling over 
the crackers.

Place as many of the re
maining crackers as necessary 
to form another layer over the 
pudding. Top with remaining 
pudding. Spread frosting over 
the pudding and chill for at 
least 4 hours, or overnight.

2 1/4 c. sifted cake flour
21. cocoa powder
11 baking soda
11. baking powder
11. salt
11/2 c. sugar

1 stick butter,softened
2 large eggs
1 c. buttermilk
2 oz. red food coloring
11. distilled white vinegar
11. vanilla

For Frosting:
1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese, 

softened
1 stick unsalted butter
1 1-lb box confectioners 

sugar
11. vanilla extract
1 c. chopped pecans

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees and grease & flour 2 
round 9" pans. In a bowl sift 
flour, cocoa, baking soda, bak
ing powder and salt together, 
set aside.

In a large bowl, cream sugar 
with the butter, beat in the eggs 
one at a time.

Alternately add the flour 
mixture with the buttermilk. 
Beat in the food coloring and 
vinegar, then add the vanilla. 
Spread batter evenly in the 
pans. Bake for 20-30 minutes 
and a wooden toothpick insert
ed into the center comes out 
clean. Turn out onto a rack to 
cool.

To prepare frosting, cream 
the cream cheese and butter. 
Beat in the confections sugar til 
fluffy. Beat in the vanilla. Stir in 
pecans. Fill and frost the cake.

INBLOOM.
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Murder Stalks the 
Streets of Huntsville
Grim Reaper Reaps Reward 

When Temptress Goes Too Far
by Fred Simpson

Murder was on everyone's mind in Huntsville 
in 1845 as word of a dastardly murder spread 
throughout the community,

A large plantation on the outskirts of town was 
owned by a Captain Elgin, a prosperous farmer and 
large slaveowner, known for being lenient to his 
slaves and letting them come and go as they wished 
after working hours. Most of the slaves respected 
Elgin for this practice and never abused it.

But one of his slaves, a big man named Martin, 
was not content on the plantation. His penchant 
for wanderlust would cost him his life.

Near the plantation lived a white woman of 
pleasure named Polly Roberts. Whether she ac
cepted hard cash or just gifts for her charms is not 
known.

Martin, the slave, got acquainted with her and 
visited her on a regular basis. He soon became 
familiar with her daughter. Quickly Polly realized 
that Martin was infatuated with her and would do 
anything to stay in her graces. She began to work 
her magic on him by allowing him to catch fleet
ing glances of her scantily clad. She made vague 
promises about what she would do for him.

Teasingly, she told Martin that if he would steal 
things for her, she would let him have anything 
he wanted.

She started him off on his crime spree in a small 
way. First, she induced him to steal for her a few 
chickens, turkeys and other small items. Then she 
charmed him into stealing a washstand. After a 
period of time, Martin stole more expensive items.
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Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by a professional

Look younger 
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It took little encouragement. He was off and 
running on his new career.

Polly persuaded Martin to break into a store 
and procure sugar and coffee for her. The five 
cellar locks that store owners Fackler and Miller 
had placed upon their business proved to be no 
obstacle for Martin in his haste to please Polly.

As Martin grew more adept at his work he 
began to commit crimes on his own initiative. 
While attempting to buy some goods at Mc
Dowell's and Levert's, he became angry at the 
way he was treated and resolved to steal some
thing in revenge. He hid in the store and after 
the clerks locked the door and went to supper 
he hunted in vain for money. He confined his 
loot to a dozen each of the fine silver pencils and 
pens, knives, silk cravats, watch seals, ribbon 
and related goods. He shared the articles with 
pretty Polly.

Polly quit the country life and moved into 
Huntsville, a growing city. She found a fenced 
two-story house on Madison Street, the "Geor
gia" neighborhood on the south side of town.

Martin still continued his intimacy with her 
and came into town when possible. But he grew 
tired of stealing for her as she did not pay him 
well except in vague promises of letting him 
have something. He would later claim that she 
began to harass him for money in order that she 
might purchase sugar and coffee. He told her 
he was unwilling to do so.

He tried to avoid her, but Polly knew how 
to use her feminine charms. Martin was soon 
back in her clutches. This time he broke into 
Graham's and stole 100 pounds of sugar. This 
kept her happy for a while.

Martin had stolen a bridle for
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it out of town. Martin went with her.

Near Guntersville, in a community called 
Warrenton, the saddle was sold. She gave him a 
dollar and a breast pen as his part of the profits. 
Martin was enraged at his small share of the profits.

Early on a Sunday morning he visited Polly, 
resolved that he would get his money and have 
nothing more to do with her. Unfortunately Polly's 
charms were again too much for him and it was not 
long before he began laughing, talking and play
ing with her. When he began to place his hands on 
her leg she became upset and kept knocking it off.

Polly's daughter and now Polly 
told him her daughter wanted a 
saddle. He went to Dr. Patton's 
stable to find one, but could not 
do so. Just so the night would 
not be wasted, however, he stole 
a carriage cover and about 30 
yards of cloth. Polly was ada
mant about the saddle and prom
ised to give him a $12 breast pen, 
an $8 bracelet and money for the 
saddle.

He kept a sharp lookout for 
a saddle and finally managed to 
steal one from Robertson and 
Cross. Polly stashed it in her 
house until she could smuggle

Hartselle Indoor 
Flea Market

Hwy. 31 South Hartselle, Al. Sat. & Sun. 9-5

Come See us at Hero World Collectibles!
Just a few of the items you’ll find:

T-shirts from Dixie Outfitters & All-American & 
Christian Outfitters, SEC purses, Wallets, Jewelry, 
etc. Caps of All Kinds, Inflatable Toys and All Types 
of Collectibles.

You’ll find that it’s worth the short drive!
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Martin persisted in his amorous efforts 
until Polly, in a rage, stabbed him with 
a fork and ordered him out of the house.

Martin was furious and demanded his 
rightful share of their profits. He told her 
he would kill her if she did not pay him. 
Knowing that she had him ensnared by 
her feminine wiles, Polly only laughed 
and said she wanted him to steal some 
things from Mrs. Atwood's store.

Sheepishly he backed down and told 
her he would be in the next day. How
ever, that evening he really resolved to 
kill her. He knew that while she let others 
take liberties with her, she forbade his ad
vances. She treated him badly, tantalized 
him, and made a fool of him.

On Thursday night just after dark, 
Martin stole for her the things she wanted 
from Mrs. Atwood's store. She had ad
vised him to steal only white cloth as the 
clerks would not be able to identify it as 
easily as colored cloth. After stealing the 
goods, he went home for his dinner, then 
started back to Polly's house with the 
goods. His mind was troubled. He had 
previously thought of "getting religion," 
but after thinking more and more, he was 
determined to kill Polly that night.

He thought about this as he walked
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into town. When he met a wom
an on the road he told her he 
would be at church that night. 
He stopped for a short visit 
at Billy Harris' house. No one 
would have suspected that mur
der was on Martin's mind.

Walking on down Madison 
Street below Polly's house, he 
started to enter the gate but was 
scared off when the dog began 
barking. After a short while he 
returned, jumped the fence and 
knocked loudly at the door.

Polly met him at the front 
door and immedi
ately demanded to 
know if he had sto
len the things for her. 
She spoke of leaving 
Huntsville soon and 
wanted him to get a 
good many things for 
her. He said he'd do 
so that very night and 
asked her to leave the 
door unlocked for him; 
she had often done so. 
He did not then know 
that a man named 
Davis, her beau, was 
asleep upstairs.

Martin was firm in 
his resolve to kill her 
that night. She had 
tantalized and humili
ated him, and he was 
determined to take his 
revenge. Searching the 
neighborhood for a 
murder weapon, he 
found the spoke of a 
wagon wheel.

Grasping the make
shift club in his hands 
he went over to the 
next street to keep from 
being seen and crossed 
back through the alley. 
It was too early to go 
back to Polly's house 
so he found a hiding 
place. Waiting in the 
dark silence he drifted 

off to sleep.
At about midnight he 

awoke. The streets were de
serted, so he made his way 
cautiously to Polly's house. 
After knocking softly at the 
front door he was let in by an 
agitated Polly.

"Don't make a fuss," she 
said, "a man is upstairs. Have 
you got the things?"

He said yes.
"Where are they?" she 

asked.
"Outdoors."

* CHOPHOUSE • HUMPHREY'S • MASON'S f*

Eat to Live? 
Dine to Indulge?

We’re not aPraid to ask the 
tough questions.
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256-704-5555 
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She told him to bring them in.
"I will bring them in," he 

said, "but not until you light the 
candle." He wanted to see how to 
kill her.

Her expression was one of hor
ror as she glanced up from light
ing the candle and saw Martin 
swinging the heavy club at her. 
Crumbling from the cruel blows 
she appeared to fall lifeless to the 
floor. Quickly Martin ransacked 
the house looking for money and 
anything else that he might be able 
to sell. Though afraid, he was con

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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fident that the visitor upstairs 
had heard nothing.

He was busy gathering up 
his ill-gotten loot when he was 
startled by a loud moan coming 
from Polly's motionless body. 
She was trying to come to! Mar
tin, deathly afraid now, grabbed 
his club and began swinging 
wildly at the body on the floor. 
She continued breathing. He 
put the spoke on her breast and 
pressed down, but she would 
not die. Finally he placed the 
spoke across her throat and 
stood on it until she gasped her 
last breath.

He used the candle to set the 
clothing in the room on fire. It 
blazed brightly, destroying any 
evidence that might have been 
found. After a last careful look 
around, he left the house and 
fled to the country.

On Dec. 13,1844, there ap
peared in the "Southern Advo
cate," a Huntsville newspaper, 
a notice of reward for the ap

1112 6th Avenue, SE 
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256) 353-2503

prehension of the killer of Polly 
Roberts:

"Reward"
On Thursday night, Dec. 

5,1844, Polly Roberts was mur
dered in her dwelling in Huntsville, 
and her house set on fire by some 
unknown person. The Board of 
Aidermen offers a reward of two 
hundred dollars to any good citizen 
who will deliver the murderer and 
lodge him in the jail of Madison 
County to be dealt with according 
to law.

George P. Beirne, Mayor of 
Huntsville
Suspicion was first centered 

on Mr. Davis, Polly's beau, who 
had escaped the blazing inferno. 
Fortunately, proof of his inno
cence was so strong as to con
vince all that while his presence 
at the house was interesting, 
there was no evidence of his 
being involved in the murder.

Suspicion fastened itself 
indelibly upon Martin. Many 
articles belonging to Polly were

1^69)

Guns &
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Huntsville, Al 35816 
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found in his possession. When 
Martin was arrested, he was told 
that the only chance he had for 
escaping the gallows was to tell 
all he knew about the matter.
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In a desperate attempt to shift 
blame, he concocted a story im
plicating John, a slave belonging 
to William Acklin. Authorities 
suggested to Martin that he turn 
state's evidence.

The fact that he implicated 
Hannah, John's wife, who lived 
in the same lot where the mur
der took place, made his story 
even more probable.

The brutal murder, and the 
supposed connection of others 
in its commission, caused public 
feelings to be more than usually 
aroused.

Atty. William O. Winston 
was prosecutor. Sept. 9,1845 
was the date of the trial. At least 
two-thirds of the 50 prospective 
jurors would be slaveholders.

After the jury heard the evi
dence, it issued its verdict:

"Guilty in manner and form 
as charged in the indictment."

The jury also set the price 
that would be paid to Martin's 
master for the loss of his prop
erty, fifteen hundred dollars. 
(Circuit Court Minutes, page 
373,1845).

Martin's lawyer filed a mo
tion for retrial, citing that the 
jury that had found Martin 
guilty was not properly impan
eled. The appeals court ordered 
that the verdict be set aside, that 
the indictment and trial had 
been held for nothing. Martin 
remained in jail in close con
finement, to await the action of 
a new grand jury and another 
trial. (Circuit Court Minutes, 
1844-1845, page 389-390.)

At the next trial Martin and 
John were both found guilty and 
sentenced to death. The public

“Wrinkles are something 
other people have, 
very similar to my 
character lines.”

Jane Smith, Huntsville 

mind was then startled at a new 
and totally different confession 
from Martin. He gave a full 
revelation of the whole matter, 
taking the entire blame upon 
himself, clearing John and also 
Hannah from all knowledge of 
participation in the crime.

On the day before Martin's 
execution, Captain Elgin, Col. 
McClung, and J. A. S. Acklin 
visited him in his cell and took 
rough notes of his confession, 
clearing up many of the burglar
ies leading up to the murder.

Martin recounted his many 
acts of thievery:

He stole $3 from James Rob
ertson; broke into Gormley and 
O'Neil's, but got nothing; stole 
$12 from an organ woman driv
ing with Mr. Knox; stole $12 
from old Mr. Mendadier; took 
bed and blankets from Capt. 
Martin's plantation; one stack of 
fodder each from his master and 
Mr. Patton, and broke into Bet
sey York's in search of money 
but got nothing.

He also broke into Mr. Cur
tis' and got window curtains 
and chickens; from Dr. Moore 
he took corn and saddle skirts; 
plates, dishes and chickens from 
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desire to repair the evil I have done to John by this 
public confession of my sole guilt. John is innocent 
of the crime of killing Miss Roberts. I am the guilty 
one. I ought only to suffer death for the crime. I am 
willing to die for it as it is right I should do so, for I 
have been a grievous and desperate sinner. I desire 
the forgiveness of Mr. Acklin for the great evil I 
have done to him in this matter in accusing John 
and telling tales on him in regard to the matter. 
Whatever I have said in regard to him and John has 
been false, spoken from a desire to save my own 
life. Though I made almost all believe John was 
guilty, yet I could not fool Mr. Acklin. For he said, 
John was innocent all the time and he was right."

On April 10, 1846, a large crowd of all sizes, 
ages, sexes and complexions were out to see the 
hanging. Messrs. Walker and Laird of the Meth
odist and Episcopal churches attended Martin to 
the gallows and officiated in the services there 
performed for him.

His last look was taken of the sun, the sky, 
the green trees, and the assembled masses. The 
sheriff adjusted the fatal noose, and Martin's body 
dropped and hung suspended.

Martin's trials were not yet over. The follow
ing article from the April 17,1846 "The Southern 
Advocate" relates what happened next.

After the hanging, Martin's body was given over 
to the medical community. Many interesting scientific 
experiments were made upon Martin's body with a 
galvanic battery by the physicians of our town, assisted 
by Professor Batsford of North Carolina. Mr. S.N. 
Batsford who was at the time lecturing on electricity in 
Huntsville conducted a series of galvanic experiments 

on the dead body.

Writers
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magazine. Stories must be about Huntsville and have factual 
basis. Please do not send original manuscripts. Send to:
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The object of these experiments was not to gratify 

mere curiosity for indeed there was nothing at all 
pleasing in them except to the psychologist, and to 
him they were intensely interesting. The results are 
as follows:

"One pole of the battery was applied as near the 
origin of the principal distributed to the face as pos
sible and the other armed with a copper plate placed 
with a wire was placed over the chest, the wire being 
forced through into the lungs.

"The result was laborious heavings of the chest 
and singular and expressive motions abou t the throat 
and mouth of a dying person gasping for breath in 
which motions have doubtless taken place but a few

Serving hearty German fare 
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Your Friendly Neighborhood 
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minutes before under the departing 
influences of life.

'The poles of the battery were 
changed to a lower extremity. The 
limber was convulsed to the very 
toes but the battery not being very 
powerfid, these movements were 
not very accurate. The facial nerve 
was again brought into contact 
with one pole and by means of 
a damp sponge, the inside of the 
month, throat and tongue were 
connected with the other.

'Mr. Batsford desires to thank 
the medical men for the prompt
ness, skill and tact that they dis
played upon the occasion and 
should be congratulated upon the 
entire success of this experiment."

“When I was born the doctor 
told my father, ‘We did every
thing we could, but he pulled 

through anyway.’”

Rodney Dangerfield

Polk Salat
1 good-sized garbage bag 

of young poke salat leaves (no 
stems)

1/2 cup bacon drippings (or 
more to taste)

water
1 chopped onion
4-5 eggs
Cook your greens in boil

ing water til done. Drain water 
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and put back on stove. Cook 
some more on low, then remove 
greens from pot. Add chopped 
onion to small amount of water 
in pan, add greens. Cook till 
onions are done. Squeeze out 
the water with your hands, 
tenderly. Heat up some bacon 
drippings in pot.

When hot, put greens and 
chopped onion in pan with 
grease. Add salt and pepper to 
taste, serve with pepper sauce.
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HELP WANTED
from 1942 newspaper

The Tennessee Valley Authority has openings for both MALE 
and FEMALE Chemical Plant Operator-Trainees in the depart
ment of Chemical Engineering, Wilson Dam, Alabama. Positions 
are classified at a beginning rate of $ 1,140 per annum for those 
without experience. Qualified persons with previous experience 
in chemical plant operation or related work will be placed in posi
tions classified at $ 1,170, $ 1,309, $1,320 and $1,440 per annum, 
depending upon previous experience.

All applicants for the examination must be citizens of the 
United States, must have completed the eighth grade, and must 
be physically capable of performing the work of the positions. 
Female applicants must have reached their 18th birthday and not 
have reached their 40th birthday as of the examination date. Male 
applicants must have reached their 18th birthday and not have 
reached their 50th birthday as of the examination date. Deferment 
from military service will not be requested for males selected for 
these positions. Persons interested should address a postal card 
(not a letter) postmarked not later than midnight, June 19,1942, 
to Personnel Office, Tennessee Valley Authority Wilson Dam, 
Alabama. Applicants will be notified when and where to report 
for the examination.

The economy is so bad, 
Exxon just laid off 25 

Congressmen.
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❖ Getting up multiple times during the night to urinate
❖ Weak or intermittent stream of urine
❖ Straining or waiting for the stream to start
❖ Sensation of not emptying your bladder completely
❖ Increased frequency or urgency of urination

We are conducting a research study to evaluate the safety and 
effects of an investigational drug on urinary tract symptoms 
related to an enlarged prostate gland.

To QUALIFY, YOU MUST:
-Be Male
-Be at least 45 years old
-Have had these symptoms for at least 6 months

For more information, please call:

MEDICAL AFFILIATED 
RESEARCH CENTER 

256-564-7175
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Puttin' 
Food on 
the Table
by Cecil Mitchell Carroll

These days people often as
sume there was always a wide 
variety of food on the farm. This 
is an error born of our familiar
ity with a worldwide trans
portation system and electric 
refrigeration. On the farm with
out electric power there was no 
way of keeping food cool. Fresh 
meat had to be eaten within a 
couple of days. Milk would sour 
overnight. Fresh vegetables and 
fruit were available only for the 
short time of their particular 
season. Oranges were a special 
treat for Christmas, shipped by 
train from Florida. Vegetables 
and fruit for the rest of the year 
were either canned, preserved, 
or dried.

The problem of food 
variety was compounded 
at our farm because, look
ing back, I can see that 
neither Mamma nor Dad
dy were good managers. 
Both of them worked 
hard and with a family 
of eleven children they 
certainly needed to work 
hard. But Daddy was 
always intent on making 
a money crop, growing 
cotton even when there 
was not a good market 
for cotton. He farmed as 
had his father and his fa
ther before him, without 
considering the changing 
world.

“My wife’s such a bad 
cook, the dog begs for 

Alka Seltzer.” 
Rodney Dangerfield

Of course there was a need 
for a money crop because we 
had to have money for clothing, 
food staples we couldn't grow, 
and farm equipment. Especially 
there had to be money to pay the 
rent on the farm.

After I was 16, Daddy bought 
a farm but each year he had only 
enough money to pay the inter
est on the loan. Once, Daddy did 
raise some peas because a por
table pea thrasher was brought 
to the house to thrash the peas. 
There were many more peas 
than we could eat, so I suppose 
he sold the rest. Usually, how
ever, cotton was the only money
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crop. So, like it or not, Daddy 
was locked into a system where 
each year he had to, with back 
breaking labor, raise enough 
cotton to obtain money to stay 
even with his obligations.

One problem was that the 
price of cotton fluctuated rather 
wildly and sometimes it was 
hardly worth picking. Once, 
just before World War I, cotton 
was only three cents a pound. 
That year Daddy was renting 
the farm from his father and he 
had to borrow money to pay 
the rent. There was a jingle that 
summed up the situation.

" Ten cent cotton and twenty
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cent meat...

How in the world can a poor man eat?"
It would be nice to say that Daddy was 

able to overcome all adversity and make a 
success of farming but, after Mamma died, 
Daddy seemed to lose heart. During the Great 
Depression of the 1930s he, like many other 
farmers, didn't make enough to pay the inter
est on the farm loan and the bank foreclosed. 
Daddy was able to make a meager living 
farming until all the children left home.

When Daddy died of a sudden heart attack 
in 1944 while he was visiting me in Birming
ham, his entire estate was the money in his 
pocket, just barely enough to pay the emer
gency room bill. In the larger sense Mamma 
and Daddy were a great success; they raised 
eleven children who all were hard working, 
honorable members of society. I don't think 
anyone could achieve higher honor than that.

After the money crop, the next concern 
was food for the livestock, hay and corn. The 
garden to grow vegetables for the family was 
considered to be tne job of the women and 
children. Outside of plowing it in the spring, 
Daddy more or less ignored the vegetable 
garden. Daddy never seemed to realize that 
with only about an hour's work each week 
he could have had a large productive gar
den. The money saved by the better garden 
would have been more than the tiny loss on 
the money crop.

Vegetables that could be preserved for 
the winter had to be a first consideration. Of 
course we ate the fresh vegetables in season, 
but often the time span when they were ready 
was fairly short. Turnip greens, poke salad, 
and radishes were the first fresh vegetables 
of Spring and we were all hungry for fresh 
greens.

I should point out that 'poke salad' was 
the old English terminology where 'salad' 

means green leaves. The leaves of the poke-berry 
plant are poisonous, as are the berries of the plant. 
In the spring the young tender leaves were picked 
and then boiled in water. The water was discarded, 
new water was added and the leaves boiled again. 
This process was usually repeated three times so as 
to leach out all the poison. You may be assured that 
if you just took the fresh leaves and ate them with a
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salad dressing you would become deathly 
ill.

English peas and onions were in season 
soon after the turnip greens. During the 
hard times after the Civil War Grandma ate 
dandelion greens but we never ate them at 
our house.

There was home canning to put up 
surplus vegetables but, since there was no 
pressure cookers, the effort to sterilize the 
canned vegetables was a hit or miss affair. 
At least half of the home canned vegetables 
spoiled.

Sauerkraut was made by putting shred
ded cabbage into a large stone crock; a layer 
of cabbage and a layer of salt. Water was 
added to cover the cabbage and a stone 
was placed on the cabbage to press it down 
below the water level. A cloth was placed 
over the crock. I always liked the home
made sauerkraut.

Pickles did not spoil as often as the other 
vegetables because they depended on the 
liquid to prevent the bacteria from grow
ing. We used pickled cucumbers and beets. 
Pickled peaches were a great favorite. We 
made our own pepper sauce by soaking 
little red peppers in vinegar. The peppery 
vinegar was used to spice up the greens.

Onions were tied by their tops into 
strings and peppers were threaded onto 
strings. The strings of onions and peppers 
were suspended from rafters wherever they 
could be protected from the elements.

Dried fruits and vegetables were a

staple for out-of-season use. Dried beans and peas 
were a big item. The peas and beans were allowed to 
dry on the vines. I hated to pick the dried peas - mostly 
whippowills and black-eyed - the pods were hard and 
cut my hands. I was really delighted when we got a 
hand pumped pea thrasher. Of course dried corn was 
a mainstay for both man and beast, we ate the ground 
corn meal as bread and the livestock ate the kernels 
from the cob.

Potatoes were an important crop. We ate fresh pota
toes all during the growing season and then stored them 
for the winter. Potatoes were plagued with potato bugs. 
The potato bugs crawled on the leaves of the potato 
plant and ate the leaves. The plants would soon die if 
the bugs were not removed. If we wanted potatoes to 
eat then the bugs had to be removed, so we removed 
the bugs by hand.

We did not have a root cellar to store potatoes for 
the winter. Daddy dug a hole in the garden and the po
tatoes were placed on a bed of hay or corn shucks and 
covered with sacking. Then the potatoes were covered
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with about a foot of dirt. This 
was enough so they could keep 
cool but would not freeze. This 
kept the potatoes fairly well, but 
it was a chore to replenish the 
potato bin.

I should point out that there 
was no straw for stock bedding 
or insulating potatoes. Straw 
is the stems of wheat after the 
wheat is thrashed. Wheat was 
not considered practical for our 
area and we raised no wheat, 
and thus we had no straw. The 
flour for our biscuits was pur
chased from the store.

Corn was picked from the 
stalk after the corn had dried
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and, still in the husk, it was 
placed in the corn crib.

When we wanted corn for 
meal, we opened the small door 
and raked out about a hun
dred or so ears. The husk was 
stripped from the ears and the 
kernels were broken from the 
corn cob by twisting the ear with 
one hand while holding it with 
the other. Your hands had to be 
tougher than the corn to shell 
corn this way. When we finally 
got a hand cranked corn sheller 
I thought I had died and gone 
to heaven. The kernels were put 
into a bag until we had about 
a bushel of shelled corn. The 
shelled corn would then be tak
en to the grist mill and ground 
into corn meal. The word 'grist' 
is another old English word, it 
simply meant 'grain'.

Corn was also used to feed
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the stock animals. Then we just 
removed the husk and let the 
animal (pig, horse, cow, mule) 
eat the kernels from the cob.
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They were able to crush the kernels 
with their teeth and the corn was a treat. 
The left over corn shucks were used the 
way wheat farmers used straw. Some
times mattresses were stuffed with corn 
shucks. The corn shuck mattresses were 
noted for the loud rustle every time you 
shifted position in bed.

Peaches and apples were sliced 
and dried in the sun on flat surfaces. 
Often the dried slices were strung on 
strings and suspended from rafters in 
the house.

Apples were stored in barrels and 
would keep for several months if the 
barrel was sorted through ever so often 
to remove the bad apples. The variety 
of apples that seemed to keep the best 
was a small apple variety called 'Yates'. 
The Yates was a tart apple and I always 
liked them. Since all the family were 
staunch Baptists and opposed to drink
ing alcohol in any form, apples were not 
pressed to make cider.

Another way of preserving fruit was 
by cooking it with sugar to make jelly 
and jam. Pears were sliced and cooked 
in sugar to make preserves. Very tart 
apples, such as crab apples made the 
best apple jelly. Wild blackberries were 
used to make jam.

A standard sweetener on the farm 
was homemade Sorghum molasses. 
The molasses was obtained from the 
Sorghum sugar cane that was grown in 
the fields like corn. It was always a big

time for the farm children when molasses was being made.
Molasses time was in September and it was especially 

a fun time for the children with nothing to do except to 
play and keep out of the way. And enough sweets to sat
isfy everyone.

The women of that day would have revolted at the 
thought of buying a dead chicken. The birds were small 
enough to be consumed in a single day so they were killed 
and eaten the same day. There was a reluctance to eat a 
young egg producing hen, so the prime candidates for the 
pot were the young roosters and old hens.

But chicken was an expensive treat on the farm, re
served for company and holidays. Anticipating the treat 
made it a pleasure for the farm children when the mother 
said "Go kill us a chicken for dinner".

If you think you would rather go hungry than kill and 
prepare a chicken, then you have never been hungry.

On the farm there was a direct connection between the 
live animals you fed and the dinner you ate. We didn't 
make pets of the farm animals, and most of them were not 
at all lovable. When I was about five we had a big turkey 
gobbler that would attack me every time I went into the
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yard. The turkey was as tall as I 
was and it would peck and hit 
me with its wings. It terrified 
me and I would run screaming 
into the house with the turkey 
flapping at me all the way.

By way of comfort, Daddy 
told me to pick up a stick of fire
wood and nit the turkey the next 
time it bothered me. The next 
time I left the house I was car
rying a piece of split firewood. 
As soon as I was well into the 
yard the turkey came running 
toward me, neck outstretched 
and squawking at the top of his 
lungs. I swung the stick of wood 
with all my might and con
nected with the turkey's head. 
The turkey fell over backward, 
gave a few convulsive twitches 
and lay still with blood running 
from its head.

I ran screaming toward the 
house, sure that I had killed the 
turkey, but when I returned 
with Mamma the turkey had 
staggered to its feet and outside 
a bloody head seemed none 
the worse for wear. The turkey 
never attacked me again. It 
wasn't that the turkey was a fast 
learner, it was just that nobody 
had ever before explained it like 
that to him.

Another source of food was 
from hunting and fishing. The 
larger animals such as deer 
ana bears had long since been
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hunted out and the only game 
animals were rabbits, squirrels 
and Bob White quail. Since rab
bits also ate the food that was 
grown for us, killing rabbits 
served to protect our food sup
ply as well as to provide fresh 
meat. There was a hunting sea
son, fall and winter, but a rabbit 
in a garden was fair game at any 
time. There was little concept of

BUY ■ SELL ■ TRADE - USED & VINTAGE
Guitars

Amps 
Equipment

(256) 631-7474 One block west of Moores Mill Rd.
838 Winchester Rd 2.2 mi. west of No. Mem. Pkwy

Park 
Supply 
Company, inc.

FOR KITCHENS & BATHS OF 
DISTINCTION

KITCHEN • BATH • FIXTURES 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES

Visit us on the web @
www.parksupplycompany.com 

or come by and visit our 
8,000 square foot Showroom.

4736 Commercial Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 
256-837-4036

We are a distributor of plumbing products and supplies, 
as well as accessories, fixtures and furnishings 

for your Kitchen and Bath.

We carry faucets, sinks, lavatories, toilets, towel bars, 
cabinet pulls, door hardware, kitchen and bath accessories.

Old Huntsville Page 37 
sport in either the fishing or the 
hunting, the idea was to obtain 
food and if there was a little 
enjoyment in the process that 
was a bonus.

“The patient was to have a 
bowel resection, but he took a 
job as a stockbroker instead.”

Seen on local hospital chart

STYLE ELEGANCE FUNCTION

http://www.parksupplycompany.com
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New Market, 
Its Beginning 

by Herman Humphrey, Esq. 
(taken from The Advocate -1877)

The first settlement made 
where New Market now stands 
was that of two brothers, George 
and Jacob Broiles. They came to 
this county in the year 1806 and 
selected that spot as a home. 
They at first employed them
selves in deadening timber and 
clearing land and in the course 
of a year or two had a pretty 
little farm.

Settlers came in rapidly, 
and other industries than farm
ing were demanded. George 
Broiles built the first blacksmith 
shop in that part of what is now 
Madison County. Being a capital 
smith, his services were worth a 
vast deal to the pioneers. Plows, 
axes, hoes, and the various other 
necessary farm utensils were 
made by those early smiths, 
who worked with no other tools 

than the simple anvil, hammer 
and tongs, found in the frontier 
shops. In the year 1808 the first 
tan-yard ever established in the 
county or state was begun by 
one Trump, in the vicinity of 
Broile's farm. This was of great 
use to the country.

The hides of their 
beef cattle were a dead 
loss to the settlers be
fore the opening of this 
enterprise. Leather was 
very costly, owing to 
the great distance the 
wagons from Baltimore 
were required to haul it. 
The process of tanning 
in those days was the 
same as that followed by 
the country tan-yards of 
the present time. Lime 
and water were used 
to clean the hides from 
the hair and grease, and 
common rea-oak bark 
furnished the tannic acid 
that changed the fleshy 
fiber into leather.

The method of ob
taining tan-bark proved

very destructive to the forest 
timber in the county. The largest 
and straightest of the red oaks, 
which are the monarchs of our 
forest, were cut down in the 
spring "when the sap had risen" 
and entirely stripped of their
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rough coats of rich bark, and left 
naked to wither and rot in the 
solitude of the wilderness. One 
could not help feeling some
thing akin to sympathy when 
looking at the prostrate, naked, 
bleeding body of the fallen giant 
veiling himself with his foliage 
of withered, crumbling leaves.

Many of the trees that were 
cut down for tan-bark were split 
into rails for farming purposes. 
The trunk was cut into sections 
ten feet in length and then split 
by means of wedge, glut and 
maul, into pieces of :he required 
size. As the land was more ex
tensively cleared up, rail mak
ing became an important part of 
the work of the farmer. This was 
another use to which our finest 
forest trees were put. All over 
the woodland you could hear 
the clang and ring of the axes 
chopping their way through the 
huge bodies of the trees; ever 
ana anon the crack of breaking 
splitters, limbs and twigs, and 
then the fearful thunder of the 
fall.

From the year 1808 up to the 
year 1818, the first inn or tavern 
in this section of the country was 
kept by one Rowan. The old- 
fashioned inns were the place of 
most importance in the country, 
as being the places of general 
resort and sight-seeing, and fre
quently formed the nucleus 
around which saloons, then 
called groceries, and blacksmith

“Remember in prayer 
those who are sick of our 

community.”

Seen in local church bulletin 

shops and muster grounds were 
established. Of these inns we 
shall yet have something to say.

One George Smith bought 
the land extending from what 
is now the main street in New 
Market (the Huntsville road) 
eastward to the old Indian 
boundary line and built the 
first store house in the village; 
next came one Moses Poare, 
an old soldier of the revolu-
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tion, and built a cabin where 
Dr. Taliaferro now lives. Fred 
Jones made a settlement at the 
Berry (Fagun) Spring, and did 
a good service for the county 
by planting out an orchard of 
fruit trees, the first ever planted 
in the county of Madison. His 
experiment was eminently suc
cessful and showed to the set
tlers that fruit would grow and 
ripen lusciously among the de- 
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lightful hills and vales of North 
Alabama. After this, all the old 
settlers had a score or more of 
fine fruit trees and revelled in 
the luxury of delicious peaches, 
pears and apples. It is greatly to 
be regretted that this branch of 
profitable and pleasant industry 
is neglected by the farmers of 
the present day.

Dudley Day established the 
first saddler's shop, and for a 
long time supplied the wants 
of the community in this line; 
many of our early saddlers were 
fine workmen, and experienced 
men pronounce some of the old 
country-made saddles superior 
to those of the present time. 
One James Browning opened 
the second store in the town of 
New Market but was unsuccess
ful in business and soon closed 
up and betook himself to other 
business.

About the year 1818, at the 
instance of George Smith, a 
man by the name of Burns was 
employed to survey the land 
now forming the site of New 
Market and to lay it off in lots of 
various sizes. This was the first 
establishment of the town. The 
lots were put upon the market 
and sold as represented in the 
reported survey. Inducements 
were offered to persons who 
would permanently reside there 
and to mechanics and artisans. 
A number of settlers came in 
and purchased lots on the easy 
terms of credit, then customary, 
and began improvements.

After a snort time it was 
discovered that the lots did not 
hold out with the reported sur
vey, and quite a number of the 
buyers at the sale became dis
satisfied and relinquished their 
purchases. Many left this section 
of the county altogether. Good 
surveyors were scarce in those

“I’ve found that prayers 
work best when you have 

the biggest players.” 

days, and much trouble resulted 
from the incorrect plots and 
inaccurate lines established by 
unskilled individuals. County 
surveyors in subsequent years 
were compelled to do a vast deal 
of tedious and difficult work in 
order to accurately fix perma
nent landmarks for future use.

About the first of the year 
1819, New Market received a 
very useful citizen in the person 
of John Miller. This gentleman 
was the ancestor of the Miller 
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family now owning property in 
and around New Market. Miller 
bought the inn and other prop
erty of Rowan, and built the first 
mill ever erected in that neigh
borhood, at a point near the spot 
where Davis' and Rogers' mills 
now stand. The "old mill race" 
was constructed by him.

There were but few mills in 
the county during the first ten 
years of its existence. These were 
at such inconvenient distances 
from many settlers that it was 
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better for them to make their 
own meal at home. This was 
accomplished by mortar and 
pestle. The mortar was made by 
cutting off the end of a log about 
two feet in diameter, forming a 
block three feet in length. This 
was placed to an upright posi
tion and a fire kindled on the 
end. In this way the concav
ing of the mortar was formed. 
A small, well seasoned ash or 
hickory maul constituted the 
pestle, and then the "homegrist 
mill" was completed. When the 
rich kernels of Indian corn had 
been well beaten and sifted and 
were made into ash-cakes or 
Johnny cakes, it was found that 
the natural sweetness of the 
grain still remained to give its 
delicious flavor to the bread. A 
person who has never eaten an 
ash cake made of beaten meal 
can form not even an approxi
mate idea of the true excellence 
of cornbread.

John Miller constructed the 
first framed house ever built in 
New Market, and perhaps the 
first in the county of Madison. 
This was the large framed build

ing where Dr. Hall now lives. 
Most of the homes built in the 
early days of our county were 
like the pioneer house of John 
Hunt, heretofore described. 
These spacious log houses, with 
wide halls, were convenient, 
comfortable and safe. Many 
persons now remember with 
unfeigned pleasure the old style 
country homes of their friends 
and relatives. The music of 
the rain on the board roof, the 
daylight smiling you awake 
through cracks and crannies, 
the fresh air whispering health 
to your cheek, the grand old fire-

1 in
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place and jam, with half a cord 
of wood in its great black jaws 
blazing, sparkling, crackling; the 
lid ovens, the pewter spoons, all 
tell of a rural simplicity content
ment and happiness long since 
departed.

George Smith built the house 
in which Mr. Greenlee now lives. 
About the year 1825 W.D. Hay- 
ter and John W. Estell opened 
the third store house. In 1833 
Staples and Patrick came to New 
Market with a stock of goods 
and did business in a house 
they had erected on the spot 
where Laxon's store now stands. 
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Holden and Echols built the Cri- 
ner store and sold goods there 
in the year 1834. The same year, 
William Mill built a residence 
near the Miller house, and on 
the north side of the creek. He 
also built the second blacksmith 
shop ever opened in the town, 
at the place where Turner's shop 
now stands.

A man by the name of Drake 
first lived where A. Hambrick 
now resides and had a shop near 
the large gate. Drake lived here 
a short while, and when he left 
John Williams built the house 
near the well and dug the well 
on Mr. Hambrick's lot, and es
tablished workshops along the 
front part of the lot. At this time 
Dr. Humphries came to New 
Market and opened an office.

The offices of physicians in 
those days were well supplied 
with drugs and medicines, and 
filled the place of regular drug 
stores. Dr. Norris and Dr. Ca- 
baniss arrived soon afterwards. 
These gentlemen were the first 
physicians who established 
themselves at New Market.

The first machine shop be
longed to Messrs. J. and D. Sib
ley who built and lived where 
Turner now lives. The shop 
was situated at the north end 
of the bridge. The first drinking 
saloon stood where Dr. Hall's 
store now stands and was used 
by one A.B. Brown. The first 
tailor's shop was opened by 
Joseph Brown. The first house 
of worship erected in the vil
lage was a union church, built 
by the Cumberland Presbyteri
ans and Methodists jointly and 
stood where the brick church 
is currently situated. The 
Baptist denomination built the 
church they now use. Furn and 
Hackney were the first dancing 
masters.

Much more could be written 
about our beloved town and its 
stalwart citizens of yesteryear 
but it will have to wait for a 
more able pen than mine.

Perhaps someday, someone 
will finish the task.

A Flying Snake
From 1875 Huntsville Newspaper

A few days ago a lady living 
in the southern part of the city 
reported seeing a flying snake 
near her home. At the same time 
there was a statement from an 
aged woman, a soothsayer, who 
predicted that in a short time the 
air would be full of flying ser
pents. Yesterday we were met 
by a friend, who inquired in an 
excited manner if we had ever 
seen a snake that had wings, and 
"flew through the air with the 
greatest of ease"!

John’s Jungle Jyms

Forts - Gyms - Swings - Slides

From his statement we learn 
that while two boys, named 
Remington and Jenkins, the for
mer from this city and the latter 
from Atlanta, were hunting in 
the woods, a serpent was seen 
approaching them about four 
feet above earth. Jenkins took 
off his hat and throwing it over 
the snake, ended in capturing 
it. It is over one foot in length, 
spotted, and has wings the size 
of a man's hand. The boys have 
the serpent preserved in alcohol.



The Lady 
Painted on 
Spider 
Webs

by Butch Crabtree

In 1900, Madison County 
Probate Judge Stewart lived on 
a farm southwest of Huntsville, 
south of where the Merrimack 
mill was being built. Since 
only a few farms occupied the 
area, there were no schools in 
the region. Farmers wishing to 
school their children had either 
to send them away to boarding 
schools, or hire a private teacher 
to instruct them at home. Judge 
Stewart hired a young teacher 
named Annie Bradshaw to come 
to his home each day and teach 

his children as well as children 
from surrounding farms.

The City of Huntsville, an
ticipating the building of the 
new mill, had extended the 
streetcar line to Spring Street 
just north of the mill site. Miss 
Bradshaw rode the streetcar to 
Spring Street each morning and 
was picked up by one of the 
Stewart boys in a buggy to cover 
the additional distance to the 
farm. The school had fourteen 
pupils, and operated for about 
seven months, which was prob
ably considered a term.

When the Joseph J. Bradley 
school opened in 1919, Mrs. J. 
B. Clopton was among the early 
teachers. Mrs. Clopton was the 
former Miss Annie Bradshaw 
of Judge Stewart's home school.

Though a fine teacher, Mrs. 
Clopton became best known for 
a unique hobby she conceived 
as a child. Mrs. Clopton's hobby 
was painting. What made her
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hobby unique was the fact that 
she disdained canvas or wood 
or other conventional materials 
and painted instead on cob
webs. The incredibly beautiful 
works brought Mrs. Clopton 
international fame.

The paintings varied widely 
in size as well as subject. There 
were portraits of family mem
bers, landscapes, and nature 
studies. Some of the paintings 
were small enough to be en
closed in a watch case.

The work of Mrs. J. B. Clop
ton was shown at the New York 
World's Fair and the Pacific 
National Exhibition in Vancou
ver, B.C., Canada. Two of her 
paintings are on display at the 
Smithsonian Institute.

A fingernail or toenail 
takes about 6 months to 
grow from base to tip.

205 White Street
Exquisitely & Totally remodeled - hardwoods through
out - flowing floor plan - generous master bedroom & 

master bath - Incredible outdoor living spaces. 
One car Garage with Storage area. 3 bedroom, 

2 bath, 1660 sq. feet.
All new plumbing, wiring, roof, exterior paint, storm 

windows, heating/ac system, stainless steel 
appliances, quartz kitchen countertops, farmhouse 

sink, custom-made kitchen/laundry/pantry/bath- 
room cabinets, gas fireplace, refinished hardwoods, 
loads of closet space, floored attic, large covered & 
screened backyard living space, sprinkler system, 
and so many more custom-made touches that you 

will have to experience for yourself.
Offered at $329,400 

Call Gary at 256-655-8976 to 
arrange your personal tour

Located in Historic Old Town District
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News from the Year 1922
News From Huntsville and Around The World

King Tut's Tomb Found
Nov 26. In Egypt today, 

archeologists Lord Carnarvon 
and Howard Carter opened 
underground doors that had not 
been opened for 3,300 years and 
found an extraordinary, price
less collection of antiquities in 
what's believed to be the tomb 
of King Tutankhamen. The 
Pharaoh was buried in 1337 B.C.

The British Egyptologists, 
working in the Valley of the 
Kings near Luxor, discovered 
the riches in two rooms next to 
the crypt of Ramses VI.

At the bottom of a flight of 
stairs was a door stamped with 
the seal of Tutankhamen. The 
men gasped when they opened 
it.

The first objects they saw 
were three gilt statues carrying 
beds carved from wood and 
inlaid with ivory and semi
precious stones.

Inside a box they found 
embroidered robes, precious 
stones and sandals crafted from 
gold and painted with hunting 
scenes.

The pharaoh's throne stood 
regally in one of the rooms. 

Nearby were two life-sized 
statues of Tutankhamen, four 
chariots and more furniture, 
most of it exquisitely carved and 
inlaid with stones. Word of the 
discovery spread quickly.

Local Woman Wins 
Mexican Lottery

Huntsville - Mrs. E. D. Kim
brough received word yester
day that she had won 27,000 
pesos in a lottery drawing held 
in Mexico City.

Mrs. Kimbrough's brother 
had purchased the ticket several 
weeks ago while on a business 
trip to San Petros, Mexico and 
gave it to her as a token of the 
trip. He learned of the winning 
number while in Memphis and 
telephoned his sister immedi
ately to inform her of the good 
fortune.

She had just lost her job 
and didn't know what she was 
going to do, as she supports 
her mother, brother and a very 
young niece.

Mrs. Kimbrough is now 
planning a trip to Mexico.

Saved from Fire
Huntsville - Widow Adams 

and her tiny grandchild were 
saved from a certain death 
Saturday night when their bull
dog Sam began barking inces
santly until the woman woke.

A heavy smoke filled her 
home and she was able to 
escape in her nightgown with 
the baby safely in her arms.

The dog is now considered a 
hero for his actions.

Handyman 
Sam

Concrete, Yard Work, 
Repair Jobs, Painting, 

Fencing, Vinyl Siding & 
More.

call 256-684-0262 
or 256-655-6234

Free
Estimates

References

F BPR[
BILL POOLE REALTY

Bill Poole
Commercial 'Broktraye

Ioo church Street. Suite 525 Office 256-533-0990
Big Spring Summit Cell 256-651 1349
HunisvIBe, Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

EMAIL blll^biltpoolerealry com

a* REGAL
ENTERTAINMENT
GROUP

U<TW/WT15r0- IDWAIDS
CWOUSW TH fa T I II

Hollywood 18 Theater
3312 S. Memorial Pkwy. Huntsville, Al.
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No Liquor On Ships
New York - To the dismay 

of those in New York shipping 
circles, the administration has 
issued orders harming the sale 
and transportation of liquor 
on all American ships, public 
and private. The controversial 
ban, announced by President 
Harding, also applies to all for
eign ships that enter American 
ports or sail within the nation's 
three-mile continental limits. 
However, the liquor ban will 
not apply to foreign embassies 
within the country.

The United States officially 
became dry in 1920, a year after 
adoption of the 18th Amend
ment to the Constitution. The 
Harding administration order, 
however, is quite likely to prove 
a boon to Canadian ports, where 
no such liquor ban on domestic 
or foreign ships exists. The city 
of Quebec, for instance, can

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

P.O. Box 4994 Huntsville, Al 35815
"Because You Deserve It"
President - Jerry O. Smith 
State Certified Applicator

Specializing in sealing & striping. We 
lots, handicap parking and

Southern Sealing & Striping

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357 
Office 881-8337 

now handle vessels as large as 
those that now use New York 
City ports, but the Canadian 
city currently has only a modest 
amount of shipping traffic.

First Woman 
Senator

Atlanta - Rebecca Latimer 
Felton, an 87-year-old Georgia 
widow, received credentials to
day as the nation's first woman 
United States Senator. While 
her appointment to succeed the 
late Senator Thomas E. Watson 
of Georgia is a historic first, it is 
uncertain whether she will ever 
be sworn into office. By the time 
Congress convenes, an elected 
successor to Senator Watson 
will have been chosen. Presi
dent Harding may call Con
gress back into session so that 
Mrs. Felton can take her oath.

Application Programs 

Weed Control 

Fertilization 

Insect & Disease Control 

Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ornamental Care 

Grub Control

Grow-in Programs 

Athletic Programs

Ask About Our 52 week 
Fire Ant Guarantee

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors

Five Points
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

Lolita Glassware 
Ugly Dolls 

Switch Flops 
Jim Shore 

Archipelago Products 
Elegant Baby

(256) 534-5854

716 Pratt Avenue in 
5 Points

“The Drive-In Restaurant 
will never catch on!”

Comment made in 1955

WINDOWS AND DOORS
MADE TO ORDER

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction 

Specialists 

256-539-7704 
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

http://www.PerfectTurf.net


The Parade
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STevens
worldwide van lines

Murray Moving and Storage 
201 Green Cove Road 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

881-0661

We are a family owned and operated 
business for 50+ years. We take 
great pride in moving your household 
and know that each piece and box is 
valuable to you. We treat each house 
as if it were our own. The secret to our 
success is to do the job right the first 
time. Most of our customers are repeat 
customers.
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Valkenburg, riding his red bike, and car
rying a large American flag. Since all were 
told to bring noise makers, there was lots of 

by Eugenia Pitsinger noise. Olen, Nell's mother, brought up the

It was in the early 1950s, when the children of 
Hermitage Street had a Fourth of July parade.

We had a large back yard with a tree house, large 
swing set and slide. This was the gathering place 
for the neighborhood children. One morning when 
they had all gathered, our daughter Sara and her 
friend Nell both six years old came running in say
ing "Mother, we are playing circus and want to ask 
Cora (our older daughter) if she would help." We had 
lived on West Holmes when Cora was young. She 
played with the Bryant children. Once they staged a 
musical, with Mary Ann Blanton (a teen ager) mak
ing beautiful crepe paper costumes for the musical.

Later at a get together with neighbors, Kate and 
Walter Esslinger who had a daughter, Drucilla, 
eight years old and Nell's parents, Olen and John 
McArthur, we asked if they would like to have a 
real parade on the Fourth. Olen volunteered to be in 
charge and the older children would help.

The children were excited when asked. Plans got 
under way.

The children asked if they could include dogs. 
My children did not want their dog Spot left out. We 
agreed to dogs on leashes but no cats. They made red, 
white, and blue ruffled collars for their dogs.

They decorated bikes, wagons, and tricycles with 
red, white, and blue crepe paper.

The city agreed to close off 
our street for the parade.

Early on the morning of the 
Fourth, the children gathered to 
finish the decorations they had 
started the day before. Children 
from nearby streets had heard 
about the parade and wanted to 
join. By ten the morning of the 
Fourth they were lining up and 
at ten thirty they started down 
the two long blocks of Hermit
age that were paved.

A motorcycle policeman led 
the way with his siren wailing. 
Then came the late Joe Van

“The sooner you fall behind, 
the more time you’ll 
have to catch up.”

r*
Call for a free estimate.

881-0661

need to: Separate, divorce, or settle an estate; 
Downsize or move to a smaller house;

Clean out your garage or attic;
Remodel; Organize your yard sale?

Let me clean out - pack up - sell off- donate 
Let me ease your mind by tying up your Loose Ends!

Visit us on the web at: looseendsbymj.com 
email: mjailor@looseendsbymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor (256) 658-2718Steven Wright

looseendsbymj.com
mailto:mjailor@looseendsbymj.com
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rear clanking two garbage can 
lids. The noise brought all the 
neighbors out to line the street. 
Others sat on their porches and 
clapped. Joe Payne pulled a 
wagon with his little brother, 
Kelly. David Wayne Holmes 
wore his white sailor suit and 
Uncle Sam hat.

Wade Russell and Raymond 
Wilensky walked, carrying flags. 
Also Betty Caroline Smith was in 
costume. Sara and Nell wore 
dance costumes and walked 
behind Sara's brother, Benny, 
who was on his tricycle. A girl 
who had recently moved to the 
next block joined the parade. 
She brought her friend, Iris, who 
lived on Big Cove Road. Later 
we found Iris was the daughter 
of Werner Von Braun and at
tended Blossomwood School 
with the others.

Sara and Benny's cousins, 
who lived across town, were 
in the parade also. They were

David Patterson and his sister 
Patsy, also John Green Jr., Randy 
and sister Gennie. Their father, 
the late Judge J.W. Green, made 
a movie of the parade that day. 
The Huntsville Times wrote an 
article on the front page with a 
large picture of Joe leading the 
parade.

They turned around when 
they reached the second long 
block and came back with their 
parents help. Olen was still 
enthusiastically clanging the 
garbage can lids.

The parade was a wonderful, 
memorable and fun day for the 
children.

“Once I’m done with first 
grade, I’m going to find 

me a wife.”

Joey, age 5

Aging Well 
Homecare

* Transportation
* Meal Preparation
* Companionship
* Help with Activities

of Daily Living

Helping Seniors and 
Disabled Adults

256-652-5847

We are looking for adult men to complete a research 
interview regarding your sexual health.

Are you a man who is at least 19 years old and has premature ejaculation or 
frequently ejaculates before you wish it to happen?

This research study will involve one 30-45 minute screening visit at 
Medical Affiliated Research Center

at which you will complete some questionnaires and be interviewed, 
and

one 1-hour study visit during which you will complete a one-on-one 
interview about your experiences with premature ejaculation, complete a 

questionnaire, and provide feedback on the questionnaire.

No medications are involved in this study.

Men in the study will receive up to $175 for their time

For more information about this study, please call:

Medical Affiliated Research Center
at 256-564-7175
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Pleasure Palaces To Close
from 1913 Huntsville newspaper

The so called segregated or red light district of 
Huntsville will go out of existence tonight at midnight 
and by tomorrow, practically all of the occupants of 
"the houses of our midst" will have departed from 
the city or changed their mode of making a living.

When the question of abolishing the district was 
brought before the City Commission in November 
by a committee representing the Men and Religion 
Forward Movement, proprietors of the houses agreed 
to-close up quietly and get out provided they were 
not molested by the first of January.

The commissioners entered into this agreement 
and the action of the police will not be necessary. 
The women declared their intention of keeping their 
promise to move away.

Several of the inmates of the houses have already 
left the city, but a majority are still here, however. A 
few will go to the homes from which they have long 
been absent but most of them will make their way 
to other cities and 
continue their life.

Other cities have 
driven the red light 
districts out before 
this and the out
come of the experi
ment in those cities 
as well as here will 
be watched with a 
great deal of inter
est. There was great 
happiness among 
the various church 
groups who have 
vowed to make 
bootleggers their 
next target.

Woman Found
Scrubbing the Floors.

Husband said she was on her hands and knees for days... 
Don’t let this happen to you. Buy an Oreck Orbiter today!

-

BRADY’S
Shoe Repair

alitv work 
i all types 
of shoes

7540 Mem. Pkwy. SW 
880-3032

Hurry in to your local Oreck store and 
get this multi-purpose floor machine 

for the low price of $299 Was 5399-

ORECK ORBITER® MULTI-PURPOSE
FLOOR MACHINE: Scrubs, Mops, Waxes, 
Polishes, Sands, Refinishes, Strips, and 
Dry Cleans Carpet

FOR USE ON: Ceramic, Carpet, Wood and 
Laminate, Tile, Linoleum, Slate, Brick, 
and Cement

NOW 
ONLY 

$225

— — — i 
Get the . 
powerful, 1 
lightweight I 
Oreck
XL* Silver 
upright

Hurry! 
Offer Ends 
XX/XX/10.

1101 Beltline Road 1010 Airport Road 
Suite B - Decatur Suite B - Huntsville 

(256)308-1007 (256)883-2525

I
I
I
I
I
I
ji

center

We Deliver to your Office or Home

3228 Bob Wallace Av. 533-7000

Lunch Special - FREE ice tea q
Order any two of the following w

Enchiladas - Taco - Burrito - Chalupa - Chile Relleno 
With your choice of rice or beans or guacamole salad

L

New Hours
Tue. - Fri. 10:00 AM -10:00 PM 

Sat. 11:00 AM -10:00 PM 
Sun. & Mon. Closed

FREE
1/2 pint of cheese 

or bean dip with this 
coupon & any $15.00 

order

FREE TACO with 
any $10.00 order 
and this couponI
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Our 2010 rates can save you money.

With FirstCommunity, you can choose 
your own doctor and get excellent care at any 
of our leading network hospitals. And with 
FirstCommunity, you can enroll anytime dur
ing the year, not just during open enrollment. 
So if you are 65 or older, call FirstCommunity 
today - and start saving money!

At FirstCommunity, we understand how 
important it is to have affordable health coverage. 
A Medicare Supplement, like FirstCommunity 
Senior Select, is the best way to avoid thousands 
of dollars in out-of-pocket expenses that Medicare 
doesn’t cover.

For new policyholders with effective dates 
on or after June 1, 2010, our premiums are based 
on your current age and that can save you money. 
These new rates are also available to current 
members - just call us to see if our new rates 
could benefit you.

Our service sets us apart.

256-532-2783 or 1-800-734-7826

FirstCommunity
SENIOR SELECT

for Madison. Morgan, Marshall. 
Limestone and Jackson counties

Are you paying too much 
for your Medicare Supplement?

699-A Gallatin Street Huntsville, Alabama 35801 www.firstcomm.oig

http://www.firstcomm.oig
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Old Country Lore
* Prior to a storm, guitar strings will tighten.
* To cure deafness, drop a mixture of onion 
juice and ant eggs into the ear.
* To promote healing on a cut, remove the 
inside skin from the shell of an uncooked egg. 
Place its moist side on the cut.
* If your husband has a bad earache, place a 
brass button in his mouth. Surprise him by 
discharging a gun at his back. This will cure 
the pain.
* The best time to go fishing is when the cows 
are up and grazing.
* To treat lockjaw, place moistened tobacco 
on the patient's stomach. Remove immedi
ately when a cure is effected.
* A solitary crow in flight signifies bad 
weather; a pair of flying crows means good 
weather.
* For a bad case of poison ivy, apply milk 
that has been heavily salted to the area and 
allow to dry.
* To heal sores, apply a poultice of powdered 
Comfrey root.
* When birds stop chirping, listen for thun
der.
* To relieve the congestion and pain of sinus 
trouble, chew honeycomb.
* For the removal of splinters or thorns, ap
ply raw bacon as a poultice.
* For stiff joints, massage them 4 times a day 
with olive oil in which camphor gum has 
been dissolved.
* A rainy May foretells a dry July.
* Remove warts by making a paste of vin
egar and hickory-wood ashes. Use as a daily 
application.
* Chew the leaves of catnip to help relieve 
the pain of a toothache.

9\SC JOG^a

KARAOKE

For Your Special Events
CALL JIM: 256-683-8284

MIMI
Medical Information Made Independently

Being faced with an emergency for yourself or a loved 
one is difficult and extremely stressful. Having to fill out 
medical forms or accurately answer medical questions 
can be challenging and overwhelming.

MIMI is an easy to read spreadsheet that organizes your 
medical history information - perfect for doctor visits or 
when you need it most!

- Your medications & dosages
- Your complete medical history
■ Your known allergies and reactions
- Your current medical conditions
- Your emergency contact information
- A blood pressure and glucose log
- Your preferred pharmacy information
- Your doctor’s contact Information
- Your organ donor preference
- Any surgical procedures performed
- And Much Morel

MIMI is essential for everyone - 
Seniors - Caregivers - Families

Contact SACS formore information:
Julie Slayton - (256)684-3444 

julie slayton@yahoo. com

Elder Care
Trustworthy in-home assistance 

and companionship 
for seniors.

Maintain your independence!

Workers are fully screened.

Mary Alice Cannon www.homebuddies.com 
882-1299 . 880-3540

http://www.homebuddies.com
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Golden K Kiwanis
Ordinary Seniors Doing EXTRAORDINARY Work

For Young People in Huntsville and Madison County

Every Body Can Play

Future Home Of

A Public Privatu Partnership to build a 
playaround for all abilities and ages 

www.EveryBodycanplay.org

EveryBody Can Play
The Playground Where EveryBody Can Play'

Help Us
f urdra

Ryacn C 
asw ■ Go;

$500,0(0

When you buy a copy of Old Huntsville 
From the paper racks and 'Honor' boxes 

the 50 cents you pay supports EveryBody Can Play 
and programs below

Alabama Science Fair, Boy and Cub Scout Troop 400,
National Children's Advocacy Center, Downtown Rescue Mission, 

Huntsville Achievement School, Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, 
Huntsville-Madison County Senior Center, Head Start Huntsville, 
Riley Behavioral & Education Center, Huntsville Salvation Army, 
R.S.V.P School Program, Sci-Quest Hands-On Science Center,

St. Jude Women's & Children's Clinic, Toys for Tots, 
Madison County Special Olympics, Veteran's Memorial Museum 

and scholarships for
Alabama A&M and Calhoun Community College

We meet Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast and interesting 
programs at the Huntsville Senior Center, 2200 Drake Ave. Senior 
men and women are invited to join us there for good fellowship.

http://www.EveryBodycanplay.org
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Emergency Landing of
Squadron 17

by Walt Terry

In the fading evening light 
of March 15, 1938, my mother, 
father and I were listening to 
our living room radio when the 
program was interrupted by a 
totally unexpected and dramatic 
message - and an urgent appeal.

Eighteen Seversky P-35 
Army pursuit planes, forerun
ners of the famous World War 
II P-47, under the command 
of Capt. D.T. Allison, were 
enroute to Tampa, Florida, 
with a planned refueling stop 
at Maxwell Air Force Base in 
Montgomery, Alabama. The 
planes formed the 17th Pursuit 
Squadron out of Selfridge Field, 
Michigan, and were to join 
maneuvers in Tampa.

Caught in stormy weather 
near Birmingham and bucking 
strong headwinds, the planes 
became low on fuel. Unable to 
make contact with the Birming
ham airport, Capt. Allison de
cided to backtrack to Huntsville, 
Alabama, and try for a landing 
there, where the weather was 
reported to be less severe. The 
landing facilities there however, 
were somewhat of a question 
mark.

THf

shop

Guitar • Banjo 
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 
Repair

Dark was setting in when, 
approaching Huntsville, the 
pilots spotted a huge lighted 
sign reading, "HOTEL RUSSEL 
ERSKINE." The twelve-story 
structure was the city's tallest.

But Huntsville, a cotton mill 
town with a population of only 
eleven thousand, had little to 
offer for landing - an unlighted 
grassy field with a shed, a tat
tered wind sock; certainly no 
control tower.

In the gathering darkness 
amid rolling sky the planes be-

> Cunningham’s Bargain 
Furniture

Shabby Chic Living room pieces
Lamps Desks
Patio Furniture Dressers & small tables
Stone Garden decor Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at 
Bargain Basement Prices!

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
^1

Greg Slinkard
111 Benson Circle
Huntsville, Al 35806

Office
Cell
Fax

(256) 859-4020
(256) 653-1703

(256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bellsouth.net 

gan circling the area, following a 
prescribed, military procedure. 
Two state troopers, who had 
been observing the presence and 
behavior of the military planes, 
recognized their problem and 
rushed to notify a local radio 
station. The station, immedi
ately interrupting its regular 
program, issued an emergency 
appeal for townspeople to get 
in their cars and drive without 
delay to the airport.

Our family was among the 
first to arrive. All of the drivers 
were directed by the police to 
encircle the field and train their 
headlights on it.

As a teenager already en
amored with every element of 

ife,

<

50*1 Iordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL 15805

Tel: (256) 430-4729
Fax: (256) 430-1081

Your Woodcraft Specialist
Beautiful, Unique cabinets made to order
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flying, I could hardly control my excitement 
as the first P-35, spitting blue fire from its 
cowl exhaust manifold, came swooping out 
of the darkened sky into the pool of car lights, 
touched down its unfolded wheels, bounced 
skyward, settled back to the ground, braked, 
then, engine roaring, taxied to the edge of 
the field. "By gosh, those are fighter planes!" 
I yelled to my mother and dad, hoping they 
would appreciate my aeronautical wisdom.

That first plane, as it turned out, was Capt. 
Allison's. He could now act as radio ground 
control for the others. The remaining seven
teen planes, following his lead, peeled one at a 
time out of their circling formation through the 
gusty winds. All landed without incident ex
cept the last. We held our breaths as the plane, 
yawing wildly, could not be straightened and 
the pilot was forced to make another circuit. 
In the second attempt he was able to bring his 
plane in for a bumpy but successful landing.

We all breathed a great sigh of relief. Then, 
as one, we exploded into a resounding cheer. 
Mine, I'm sure, rose well above all the rest. If 
I had not been sure before that night I would 
someday be a pilot, I was sure beyond any 
doubt after virtually living those landings.

In the crowd-surge following the landings 
I managed to shake most of the pilots' hands, 
including Capt. Allison's. I was to keep the 
hand that had shaken those of the gods un
washed for days.

The pilots arranged their planes in smart 
military alignment along the field and secured 
protective covers around the engines.

City police and others volunteered to 
stand guard overnight. 
I would have, too, ex
cept for my parents re
minding me of school 
the next morning.

Capt. Allison lav
ished praise on his 
"boys" for their cour
age and flying skills. 
He told our mayor, 
"Thank God for Hunts
ville. I don't know 
how we could have 
survived without you 
people." I heard one of 
the pilots say, "I'm just 
thankful we all came 
down right-side up."
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The pilots were given a hero's escort to the Rus
sel Erskine Hotel whose bright beacon had called to 
them in the darkness. The hotel's staff offered them 
libation in the locally famous "Blue Room."

A friend since high school, Jimrnie Taylor, who 
served as bellhop in the hotel at the time, told me 
one of the pilots, an "obvious Yankee," told one of 
the patrons in the Blue Room he'd been worried they 
might have had to land in one of those stubbly "grits 
fields." It was not clear, Jimmie said, whether the 
pilot was a bit in his cups or the victim of a Southern 
wag, perhaps a fellow pilot who had told him on 
some fall overflight of the area that that was what 
those rolling white fields were.

After the Blue Room the pilots were fed a sump- 
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tuous meal in the banquet hall 
and given the best hotel rooms 
for the night. Jimmie told me 
that grits were not served to 
them at dinner.

An order had been sent to 
Birmingham for aviation gaso
line to be delivered by tanker 
truck by early the next morn
ing. By two p.m. the refueling 
had been completed and the 
squadron had taken off for the 
remainder of their trip.

In days to follow I was not 
only to relive those daring P-35 
landings, but my first flight at 
age ten out of that same grassy 
field. It was an "autogyro," a 
queer mongrelized forerunner 
of the helicopter. My grandfa
ther, a "City Father," had been 
given a courtesy ticket for a 
ride. An ardent non-flyer, he 
had happily passed the ticket 
along to his grandson. Not so 
glamorous was the tin-lizzie, 
wind-milling autogyro as the 
sleek P-35s but still fascinating 
to this aspiring birdman in his 
first departure from Mother 
Earth.

There's no doubt the P-35 
landings had been a dramatic 
event for our normally quiet 
little town. We heard that some 
of our citizens without benefit 
of radio had taken the noise of 
the circling planes to be an ap
proaching "cyclone" and had 
rushed to their cellars.

But a good number of the 
town's citizens had witnessed, 
indeed been a vital part of, the 
most exciting event, some said, 
since 1863 when Confederate 
General Nathan Bedford For
rest and his calvary had run off 
a Yankee general and his staff.

“We must all hear the call to 
like your neighbor as you like 

to be liked yourself.”

George Bush
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