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All
For
Nothing

"My name's Troy Livingston 
and I want to give myself up," 
the old man said. "I killed a man 
in a fight."

The stranger seemed to 
be in control of his mental 
facilities and was clearly not a 
mental case.

"How old are you?" Sheriff 
Dave Headrick asked. He could 
not imagine a man that old being 
in any kind of fight.

"Ninety."
"When did this fight occur?"
"In 1904. I was seventeen 

years old at the time."
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All For 
Nothing

Few people paid any at
tention to the old man as he 
entered the courthouse in the 
late fall of 1976. There was 
nothing really unusual about 
the stranger; he was just an old 
man of indeterminable age. His 
body was bent from a lifetime 
of toil and he paused every few 
feet to lean on his walking stick 
while catching his breath. His 
hair was white, curling about 
the collar, and seemed to high
light his face which had been 
burnt a reddish brown from a 
lifetime of working outdoors.

After asking directions, the 
old man made his way to the 
Sheriff's office where he asked 
to speak to the Sheriff.

Sheriff Dave Headrick was 
having problems of his own 
and told his secretary to "Take 
a message. I don't have time to 
talk to anyone."

The secretary, being more 
diplomatic, relayed the mes
sage to the old man, saying 
"The sheriff is tied up right 
now. Would you like to leave a 
message?"

The stranger appeared to be 
resigned, saying "I'll wait."

Several hours passed, with 
people coming and going and 
the old man still sitting in the 
corner patiently waiting. Final
ly Headrick, probably realizing 
the stranger was not going to 
go away, motioned for the sec
retary to show the man into his 
office.

Impatient, and barely look
ing up from his paperwork, 
Headrick asked the old man 
what he could do for him.

"My name's Troy Livings
ton and I want to give myself 
up," the man replied in a voice 
so soft that Headrick had to 
lean forward to hear the words.

"For what?"
"Murder. I'm just too old 

and tired to run anymore."
The Sheriff's head jerked 

up as he heard the words. Af
ter pausing for a moment to 
digest what he had just heard, 
he looked at the man carefully. 
The stranger seemed to be in 
control of his facilities and was 
clearly not a mental case.

"What happened?" the 
sheriff asked.

"I killed a man in a fight," 
the man answered, repeating 
the fact that he wanted to give 
himself up.

"How old are you?" The 
sheriff could not imagine a 
man that old being in a fight.

"Ninety."
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"When did this fight oc
cur?"

"In 1904. I was seventeen 
years old at the time."

Sheriff Headrick stared at 
the old man, speechless. As a 
long time law enforcement of
ficer he had heard almost ev
ery kind of confession but this 
was the strangest he had ever 
encountered. Normally, at this 
point, he would have turned 
the case over to a detective but 
the whole affair was so bizarre 
he decided to continue the 
questioning.

"Tell me about it," the sher
iff ordered while leaning back 
in his chair.

Relieved at finally being 
able to tell his story, the words 
seemed to burst from the old 
man as he traveled back to a 
time when he was young again.

His name was Troy Liv
ingston and he had been born 
near Scottsboro, Alabama 
where his mother and father 
worked as sharecroppers. After 
a few years of disastrous crops, 
the family decided to move to 
Huntsville where they heard 
the cotton mills were hiring.

With all their belongings 
packed in the back of a wag
on, pulled by a mule, the fam
ily showed up at the gates of 
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Dallas Mills, where they were 
quickly hired. Troy, although 
only fourteen years old, was 
given the job of sweeper with 
the salary of thirty five cents a 
day.

After receiving their "hiring 
papers" they were directed to 
another office where they were 
assigned housing. Although 
there were never enough homes 
to accommodate all the work
ers, the mills made it a point to 
provide housing in cases where 
the whole family worked for 
the mill, thereby ensuring the 
maximum amount of labor at 
the cheapest price.

Along with the housing 
came a strict set of rules. No 
livestock or chickens could be 
kept and no gardens could be 
planted. If any member of the 
family quit, the whole family 
could be forced to move. All 
the coal for heating and cook
ing had to be purchased from 
the mill and the workers were 
"strongly encouraged" to buy 
their groceries and other sup
plies at a mill owned store.

Despite the rules, the Liv
ingston family began their new 
lives as mill workers. Their 
work days were I2V2 hours 
long, beginning at 5:45 in the 
morning and ending at 6:15 in
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the evening, for which an able 
bodied worker could earn four
teen dollars a month.

The family's original plan 
had been to work at the mill 
for several years, save their 
money, and return to Jackson 
County where they intended 
to buy a small farm. Unfor
tunately, there never seemed 
to be any money left to save. 
Every month came more bills. 
Regardless, the family kept try
ing. The father worked in the 
evenings sawing fire wood he 
would peddle door to door on 
the weekends. The mother took 
in ironing and made hand sewn 
quilts for sale to neighbors.

Troy Livingston was proba
bly the most enterprising of the 
family. He was a quiet, some
what shy young lad whose 
diminutive size made him ap
pear to be no more than eleven 
or twelve. His job enabled him 
to travel to all parts of the mill 
and he noticed that when peo
ple ran out of tobacco or snuff 
they had to wait until the end 
of the shift before they could 
purchase more.

After thinking about this 
for some time, he visited a local 
store where he talked the own
er into selling him some cans 
of snuff and tobacco on credit. 
He then stuffed the pockets of 
his overalls with the supplies 
which he would sell through
out the day as he visited the 
different parts of the mill. He 
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was careful to only charge a 
few pennies more than what 
he had paid. His new busi
ness was probably against the 
mill policy but as long as Troy 
was discreet, no one said any
thing. Before long he became a 
regular feature of the mill and 
although he probably didn't 
make more than a few dollars 
a week, it was a welcome addi
tion to the family's finances.

The only dark spot in Troy's 
employment came from a fore
man named Bullet Gaines who 
was a notorious tyrant and 
took a particular delight in tor
menting the younger employ
ees. Anyone incurring Gaine's 
wrath could be assured of a 
swift kick, or at the least, a hard 
slap on the side of the head. Af
ter a few bruising encounters 
with the tyrant, Troy learned to 
simply stay out of his way.

The winter of 1902 was hard 
on the mill workers. A deadly 
form of the flu, some people 
called it the Spanish flu, had 
spread throughout the mill vil
lages. Almost every household 
had someone sick, and in many 
cases it was the whole family. 
Troy's father, like most of the 
other employees, continued to 
drag himself to work every day

“Don’t let worry kill you 
off - let the Church help!”
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bulletin
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despite being deathly ill.
"Pa went home one day af

ter work and laid down/' Troy 
recalled many years later. "The 
next morning Mama went to 
wake him up and he was dead. 
The mill gave us that day off to 
bury him but we had to be back 
at work the next day."

With the loss of the ma
jor wage earner the family's 
already precarious financial 
situation went from bad to 
worse. The small amount of 
money they had managed to 
save went for funeral expenses. 
Making matters even worse 
was the fact that the mill was 
experiencing one of its periodic 
slowdowns and in turn had re
duced the employees hours to 
a minimum.

Several weeks after her hus
band's death, Troy's mother 
was called to the housing office 
where she was notified that 
once the mill started full pro
duction again, she would have 
to move. The houses were re
served for whole families, the 
bigger the better.

Mrs. Livingston was faced 
with a dilemma. She was too 

old to get another job and had 
no other place to go to. She 
knew she could not depend on 
Troy's help forever; he was al
ready talking about moving to 
Birmingham someday and get
ting a "high paying" job in the 
iron mills.

In the end she made the 
same decision that so many 
women had been forced to 
make throughout the ages. She 
"took up housekeeping" with a 
neighbor who had lost his wife 
and was faced with the same 
situation.

Troy remembered Mr. 
Sanders as a good man who 
never raised his voice and who 
always treated his mother with 
respect. The only problem with 
the new family was Sander's 
son, Dennis, who was jealous 
of Troy and resented the fact 
that his father was living with 
another woman.

“You know you’re get
ting older when ‘tying one 
on’ means fastening your 

Medic Alert bracelet.”

Bill Drake, Huntsville

"That boy was rotten to the 
core," remembered Troy, "but 
we tolerated him just to keep 
the peace."

With his home situation de
teriorating rapidly, Troy began
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making plans to move to Bir
mingham. He was still giving 
his mother his whole paycheck 
but was saving the money he 
made from selling tobacco and 
snuff at the mill. Troy had al
ways been discreet but now, in 
a hurry to save more money, 
became more open with his 
peddling. Before long he came 
to the attention of some of the 
foremen.

One afternoon as the em
ployees were filing out the door 
at the end of another work day, 
Bullet Gaines accosted Troy, 
ordering the youngster to emp
ty his pockets. Troy refused.

In a rage at being disobeyed, 
Gaines began slapping the boy.

"I reckoned I was just plain 
scared," recalled Troy many 
years later. He just kept hitting 
me so I picked up a piece of 
pipe off the ground and started 
hitting back. I hit him real good 
one time and he just fell down."

Immediately a crowd began 
to gather around the still form 
of the foreman who was on the 
ground with a thin stream of 
bloody foam dripping from his 
mouth.

Terrified, Troy ran home 
where minutes later he was 
joined by his mother and Mr. 
Sanders. Sanders, at first didn't 
think it was a big thing. "Just 
go to the office in the morning 
and explain what happened."

While Sanders was talk
ing, his son Dennis walked in 
the door, highly agitated. Af
ter listening for a few minutes, 
Dennis announced he had just

“I pulled away from the 
side of the road, glanced 
at my irritating mother-in- 
law and headed over the 

embankment.”

Seen on local accident 
report 

heard that the foreman was 
dead from a crushed skull and 
a warrant was being issued for 
Troy's arrest.

Without saying a word, 
Troy and his mother began get
ting his clothes together while 
Mr. Sanders went to a neigh
bor's house to borrow some 
money.

"When I left," remembered 
Troy, "I had two shirts, one 
pair of pants and twenty-two 
dollars. Mr. Sanders had bor
rowed ten of it from a neigh
bor."

Although Livingston was 
fleeing for his life, in many 
ways it must have seemed like 
a Huckleberry Finn adven
ture to the young lad who had 
never been away from home. 
Leaving here he made his way 
to Tuscaloosa, walking most of
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the way, where he worked in 
a lumber camp for a while as 
a clerk. "I didn't really know 
nothing about clerking but the 
other clerk ran off with another 
man's wife and I was the only 
other person there that knew 
how to write and figure."

After working for a few 
months, and saving his mon
ey, Troy next went to Mobile 
where he bought passage to 
Panama. Thousands of people 
had been employed build
ing the Canal and although 
most of the work was finished, 
there were still dozens of work 
camps scattered across the nar
row country.

Troy purchased a mule and 
began working as a peddler, 
visiting the most remote camps 
in the jungle. "I had an old bu
gle," remembered Troy, "and 
when I got within a couple of 
miles from the camps I would 
start blowing. When I got there 

everyone would be waiting."
Troy was well on his way 

to becoming a successful busi
nessman but could never for
get the fact he was a fugitive 
from justice. Unable to visit his 
mother, he wrote letters in care 
of his step-brother who was the 
only one at home who could 
read or write. With each letter 
he would send money for his 
mother.

A year or two went by with 
no answer but Troy kept writ
ing and sending money. Fi
nally he received a letter from 
Dennis, his step-brother. Mr. 
Sanders had died, he wrote, 
and Troy's mother was in a bad 
way. Dennis was trying to take 
care of her but there wasn't 
much work in Huntsville. He 
also wrote that the law had 
been by the house several times 
trying to learn where Troy had 
gone and they had a warrant 
for his arrest. Dennis, appear-
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ing concerned that Troy's let
ters might be intercepted, sent 
another address for Troy to 
write to.

Troy, deeply worried about 
his mother, responded by 
sending more money. Several 
months later he received an
other letter telling about how 
the mill was forcing them to 
move and they were trying to 
buy a house but didn't have the 
money.

Troy took all the money he 
had saved since leaving home 
and sent it to Dennis.

As the years passed a rou
tine developed. Troy worked, 
saved every penny he could, 
and sent it back to Huntsville 
every time a crisis arose. Try 
as he might, he could never 
get ahead. His mother had to 
have an operation that cost 
thousands of more dollars. 
The house she had purchased 
needed a new roof, she need-
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ed glasses or there were more 
doctor bills. He felt comforted, 
though, that someone was back 
home caring for her.

Cut off from all contact with 
his mother, except through 
Dennis, Troy remained the 
dutiful son. His business was 
prospering to the point where 
he had bought a small store and 
had several peddlers working 
for him.

More years passed and 
Troy began to grow older. The 
letters he received from Dennis 
became even more sporadic; 
sometimes he would receive 
two or three letters a month and 
then it might be several years 
before another one came. With 
each letter, however, came an
other request for money.

In the 1950's Troy received 
a letter telling of his mother's 
death and asking for money for 
funeral expenses. He sent the 
money along with instructions 
for a large marble tombstone. 
With his mother's death the let-
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ters stopped.
As the years crawled by, and 

his hair began to turn white, he 
began to think more and more 
about returning to Huntsville. 
Although he had acclimated 
himself to his adopted country, 
spoke the language well, and 
even looked like a native, he 
never really considered it his 
home.

Sometime in the 1960's 
he resumed writing his step
brother, Dennis, explaining his 
desire to return.

Dennis wrote back that it 
would be dangerous, the mur
der was still talked about and 
Troy would no doubt be sen
tenced to life in prison. After 
a series of letters Dennis pro
posed another approach.

He knew a politician, he

Lawren*s
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdeli 326-8053
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wrote, who was close to the 
governor. He had talked to this 
person and for twenty or twen
ty five thousand dollars might 
be able to get him a pardon.

Troy sent the money, grate
ful that he might finally be able 
to return home. Unfortunately, 
more letters came, with more 
requests for money. Other poli
ticians had to be bought and at
torney's fees had to be paid.

Suddenly the letters 
stopped. Troy kept writing for 
years, but this time his letters 
were returned.

The years had finally caught 
up with Troy and he was now 
an old man. Any thoughts of 
ever returning to Alabama 
seemed to have vanished. In 
1976 he became ill and spent 
several months in the hospital 
on the brink of death. As he 
lay in the bed recuperating he 
thought about his life and the 
mistakes he had made.

He would run no more, he 
decided. He was going home.

As Troy finished his story, 
Sheriff Headrick leaned back 
in his chair, pondering what 
to do next. He couldn't arrest 
the man until he could prove 
a murder had been committed 
and, since so many years had 
passed, that might be impos
sible.
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Suddenly Headrick made 
up his mind. Reaching for the 
phone he called Dianne Thomp
son, a lady well known around 
town for helping people. Many 
people called her "Aunt Bee" 
after the popular "Mayberry" 
series on television.

Briefly explaining the situa
tion, Headrick asked her if she 
would be willing to look after 
the old man for a day or two 
while he did some checking. 
After being assured he was not 
dangerous, she readily agreed.

That evening, after the old 
man had gone to bed, Dianne 
started making phone calls 
hoping to find a relative of 
Troy's. After spending hours 
on the phone she called the 
sheriff. It was well past mid
night but the sheriff answered 
on the first ring.

"Dave," she said, "There's 
something wrong here. His 
story doesn't match what I've 
been able to find out."

There was a brief pause as if 
the sheriff was trying to decide 
exactly what to say. "I know. 
Bring him to the office in the 
morning."

The next morning, after tell
ing the old man to sit down 
first, Headrick told him what 
he had found out.

There never was any
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murder. Gaines had recuper
ated from the fight with noth
ing more than a scar on his 
forehead to show for the fight. 
He moved to a small commu
nity in Tennessee where he had 
died in the 1940s.

A look of shock and relief 
both tore at Troy. "What about 
my mother?" he asked.

"She died in 1904, the year 
after you left here," Headrick 
replied. "Your step-brother 
died about ten years ago."

Troy sat motionless, too 
stunned to move or talk. Final
ly, in a low voice that sounded 
almost like a plea, he said, "It 
was all for nothing, wasn't it."

"It was all for nothing." 
Headrick repeated the words.

The silence in the room was 
almost unbearable. Finally Di
anne Thompson asked if there 
was anything they could do.

"I would like to see where 
my mother is buried."

A few minutes later they 
were at the office of Maple Hill 
Cemetery. A search of the re
cords showed no one with his 
mother's name. "Most likely," 
an employee explained, "she's 
probably buried in what is 
known as Potter's Field. They 
didn't keep very good records 
of a lot of those burials."

"I want to see it."
When the police car pulled 

to a stop in the section known 
as Potters Field the old man 

gazed out the window as if he 
was searching for something. 
Finally he turned away, saying, 
"Not even a tombstone."

As they started to leave the 
cemetery the old man made one 
more request. "I want to see 
where my step-brother is bur
ied.

Headrick thought about it 
for a minute. The other cem
etery was out in the county and 
he had other appointments that 
morning. "The hell with it," he 
decided, "Someone owes the 
old man something."

A half hour later they pulled 
to a stop in front of the cem
etery. After parking the car 
they got out and began search
ing. Minutes later they found 
the grave several hundred feet 
from the road.

Headrick and Dianne 
Thompson watched the old 
man as he walked around the 
gravesite, reaching out every 
few moments to touch the im-

Free Attorney Consultation
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color
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1821 University Drive

539-2973
for Bankruptcy
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"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"

VOTED HUNTVILLE’S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT
- "All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM 

EeSwBlp W Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM 
[MfeauB; Lunch Specials Saturday 8 Sunday

Open 7 Days A Week
l^| COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU

BANQUET FACILITIES

256-539-6075 • 156-554-9161
. FAX 256-516-4639

1008 MEMORIAL PKWY 5W
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OU PAP'S W- & - Q

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

It's Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

BBQ is Great for your summer cookouts!

There’s nothing better than barbeque!! 
Order BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Slaw Dogs 
Chili Dogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate Dinners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials

and much morelll

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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posing polished marble tomb
stone. After a few moments he 
asked if they would wait for 
him in the car. He wanted to be 
alone with his step-brother for 
a few minutes, he explained.

Headrick and Thompson 
had almost reached the car 
when they turned around to 
see what he was doing.

The old man was zipping 
his pants up. For the first time 
there was a smile on his face as 
he gazed at a large wet stain 
spreading slowly across the 
grave.

Later when Headrick told 
the story, he remembered the 
man being almost happy as 
they drove back to town. "He 
kept pointing out roads and 
buildings and saying how he 
remembered them and tell
ing stories about growing up 
here. When we got to town we 
stopped at the Big Spring so 
he could see it again. He knelt 
down and, using his hands, 
took a big drink."

"I used to do this when I 
was a kid," he grinned.

"We drove around for a 
while looking at the old build
ings," Headrick remembered, 
"and then he asked us to drop 
him off at the bus station. I 
asked where he was going."

"Birmingham," the old man 
replied. "I started to go there a 
long time ago but something 
came up."

"I hope he made it," said 
Dave Headrick years later as he 
sat staring at an empty glass in 
front of him. "I really hope he 
made it."

“Weight Watchers will meet 
in the church Saturday.

Please use the large double 
doors on the side.”

Seen in recent church 
bulletin

Heard on 
the street 
in 1923

- For sale - Cheap. Hogs 
and pigs. If you want pigs or 
hogs come to see me. D. B. Jett, 
Brownsboro, Route 1

- One hundred and nine
teen arrests were made by the 
Huntsville police department 
during this month. Arrests for 
violating the Sanitary laws, 21, 
lead the list. Stock at large com
ing next with 16 and drunks, 
14 coming in third on the list. 
There were 12 arrests for traffic 
law violations and eleven for 
affrays, the balance were scat
tered among a large number of 
other causes. The total fines as
sessed amounted to $1,398.25, 
collections being $1,053.25. 
Fines worked out totaled $300.

- W. I. Thompson has been 
appointed truant officer of 
Huntsville, succeeding Mrs. 
T. A. Rankin who recently re
signed the position. Her duties 
will be to see that no child of 
educatable age is kept out of 
school for other than valid rea
sons.

- During the heavy electri
cal storm ofWednesday night a 
barn belonging to James Bryce, 
new Hope, was struck by light
ning and destroyed together 
with its contents of feedstuffs 
and farm machinery.

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS 
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
•Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

 00508041

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www. gibsonbooks. com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

Sun -1 - 5
New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5

“You know you’re getting 
older when you sing along 

to elevator music.”

Larry Brett, Athens
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Moving Day
By Malcolm Miller

Being the son of a share 
cropper growing up I never 
knew from one year to the next 
where we would be living. For
tunately the first fifteen years 
of my life, my family of Mama, 
Papa and six older boys moved 
around several times but stayed 
mostly in the Ryland area. I 
was born on the Carl Morring 
Sr. farm and lived there just 
off of what is now Wail Road, 
and then we moved to the Ben 
Lawler farm when I was six 
years old, then after two years 
there we moved to a farm bor
dering the Flint River.

In fact we moved so often 
that there was a joke about 
moving the chickens. You see 
the night before we were to 
move the chickens we would 
go to the hen house after dark, 
pull the chickens off the roosts 
and tie their legs together with 
strips of cloth. The joke was 
that we moved so much people 
would say that when we went 
to the hen house at night with a 

lantern the chickens would lay 
down and cross their legs wait
ing to be tied.

Of all the places we lived 
when I was growing up my 
happiest days were spent on 
the farm along the Flint River. 
For an eight year old boy who 
loved to fish and swim I felt 
like I was as close to heaven 
as I ever wanted to be. We had 
a great swimming hole that 
all the boys in the community 
loved. We fished with poles 
and trot lines and made wire 
baskets out of chicken wire 
and put them in the river. This 
gave us a good supply of fish 
the year round. Believe me this 
was a welcome change from the 

rabbits, possums and squirrels 
we were able to kill or trap. The 
fish were especially welcomed 
in the late winter months when 
the old milk cow went dry, the 
hens quit lying and the meat 
we had preserved in the fall 
was down to some sow belly 
and fat back.

Living in the Ryland area 
the first fifteen years of my life I 
was fortunate to be able to go to 
Central School from first grade 
to half way through the ninth 
grade so naturally I had the 
same buddies through all those 
years. There was my best bud
dy Charlie Gossett, also Muley 
Taylor, Elroy Phillips, Craw 
Dad Warren, Claxton Warren,

Plate Lunch Special 11:00 am -1:30 pm

DEE'S DINER
1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables

& Dessert (Includes Drink & Tax)
2007-C No. Mem. Pkwy. 851-0603

To Go orders welcome
6A.M -9 PM Mon. - Sat

Closed Sunday

tliff Still
^Uornei) ,31 gjjut

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

929 Merchants V (256) 534-4502 Office
Huntsville, Al (256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Dewey Webster, Emmett McK
inney, just to name a few, but 
sad to say some of those are 
no longer living. Dewey Web
ster, Craw Dad Warren, Clax
ton Warren are still around 
and I did see my old buddy Ed 
Bailey recently and it is very 
good to know several of them 
are still around.

My life totally changed 
when I was fifteen years old. 
Papa rented a farm on Bob 
Wade Lane near Meredian- 
ville and I was heart broken. I 
was leaving my beloved Flint 
River where I had spent those 
happy seven years and for the 
first time having to leave all my 
school mates and to make mat
ters worse my dog, Old Shep, 
who I, with affection, called 
Old fuzzy, died. We were prac
tically inseparable for nearly 
fifteen years.

One other thing that made 
the move from the river more 
painful was the fact that they 
offered to sell the farm on the 
river to Papa for four hundred 

dollars a year, about the same 
amount that he was paying for 
rent, but Papa had this worry 
about not wanting to go into 
debt so we had to move again 
and they sold the farm to some
one else. So you see moving 
day from the farm on the river 
was one of the saddest days of 
my young life.

Sometimes when I look 
back on those days we must 
have looked like the Beverly 
Hillbillies, with a wagon load of 
furniture, chickens, farm tools 
and a couple of milk cows tied 
to the back of the wagon. But as 
the saying goes, all's well that 
ends well. I soon made friends 
at my new school at Meridian
ville and am still close to some 
of them till this day, but the fact 
remains that the seven years I 
spent on the banks of the Flint 
River will always remain in my 
mind and moving away from 
there was not a happy day for 
a young boy. As I grow older 
those days seem so much dear
er to me as each day passes.

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC~

RGN
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 

Trust"

533-9016
Woody 

flnd^rson 
Ford

On thg eorngr of 
Jordan Lang & 

Sparkman ©rivg

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
vZWW.v?oodyandsz.rsonford.eom

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years.
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News from 1875
- For Rent - the large and commodious 

store room with ware room attached, and the 
enclosure included, situated at the foot of Jef
ferson Street and adjoining the Railroad, now 
occupied by Joe T. McGehee & Co., will be 
rented for one year. Contact Mrs. Geo. Neal at 
her residence on Franklin Street.

- Our friend Henry Ford, who has a most 
elegant little saloon on the North East Corner 
of the Square, invites all his friends of the old 
4th. Alabama, and everyone else, to call and 
test the quality of his cooling drinks. Henry 
was a good soldier, and therefore a good judge 
of liquor.

- The public is invited to try Volta's Electro 
Belts and Bands, available at all drug stores. 
All nervous disorders, chronic diseases of the 
chest, head, liver, stomach, kidneys and blood, 
aches and pains, nervous and general debility 
are quickly cured by wearing the electric belt.

- Lost - somewhere between the Baptist 
Church and the Public Square, a large double 
Shawl, all wool, black and white plaid.

- Dr. Henry A. Binford, one of Huntsville's 
highly esteemed citizens, was stricken down 
with paralysis a few nights ago and now lies in 
critical condition, with no hope of recovery. It 
seems on the day of his affliction he had been 
unusually active and had exercised more than 
usual, and had eaten more heartily than ordi
nary. He had visited a patient at ten o'clock 
that night and was quite lively up to that hour.

- On Saturday night the warehouse of Mr. 
J. A. Stephens was broken into, and as much 
bacon carried off as the thieves
desired. A large hole was made 
through the wall at the rear of the 
house where was stored a large 
amount of bacon - some thousand 
pounds. The amount taken could 
not be ascertained. No arrests 
have been made to this time.

- Where there are so many 
idle and worthless people float
ing around as are now found in 
Huntsville, this thieving will con
tinue and the sooner the vagrant 
law is enforced the better. When
ever a man is found loafing about 
without visible means of support 
he should get promptly arrested 
and put to work. It is evident that 
those who do not work must steal 
for a living. .

Dick Smith
457-3929

“Congress is so strange - a man gets up to 
speak and says nothing, nobody listens, 

and then everyone disagrees.”

Will Rogers

Specialists 
in 

Real Estate 
for Seniors

John Richards
603-7110

Does this represent you or your parents? You have lived In your 
home for the last 20 to 50 years. Your home used to be filled with grow
ing children, the neighborhood kids, and now it’s empty. They all grew 

up. You have fond memories of happy times and memories of some 
sad times. The time has come to move on. The house is too big and re
quires too much work. You want more time to relax and have a simpler 
lifestyle. Between the cleaning, house maintenance and lawn mowing, 
you find no time or energy to do the things you really want to do. May
be you need tn move to a smaller home, patio home or assisted living 

facility. We can help you or a loved one downsize.

> for more details.

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

furniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction 

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
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Heard On 
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Our Photo of the Month 
winner for last month was 
Kevin Clemons - who was the 
first caller to correctly iden
tify that sweet girl as Sandra 
Moon! Kevin works for the 
City of Huntsville in the Traf
fic Department - Signs & street 
marking. I said it last month 
and I'll say it again - ALL our 
city workers are the best and 
we're so proud of them! Con
gratulations to Kevin for being 
on the ball for this month!

Michael Sylvester of MS 
Masonry wants to send a spe
cial "way to go" to his nephew 
James Edward Sylvester III, 
whom they call "Trey", on 
his graduation from Lincoln 
County High School. Trey lives 
in Huntsville and his family is 
very proud of him!

Congratulations to that 
handsome Neil Cocker and 
his beautiful bride of 60 years, 
Teddy, on their wedding anni
versary! We're proud of you!

We want to wish Joe South- 
ers a very happy birthday - he 
recently turned 83 and lives in

Ruth’s Nutrition
Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage 
Reflexology - Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy 
Magnetic Therapies 

Electrodermal Testing 
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127 
Rosie’s Shopping Center Open Mon - Sat

Huntsville, Alabama info@ruthsnutrition.com

Grant. He loves reading stories 
of the area's history.

Happy birthday also to 
Evan Troup who turns 7 in late 
June. He's planning a fun swim 
party at home for the event.

Another graduate is Justin 
Micheal Bzdeli, son of John 
Bzdeli of Marathon Paining, 
who went to Huntsville High 
and got his diploma the end 
of May. Congratulations to a 
really sharp young man!

We were so sorry to hear 
of the death of Dr. Tom Neely 
of Huntsville. He moved here 
from NYC, worked at Thio- 
kol for a number of years and 
raised his family here. He was 
a deacon at First Presbyterian 
church and was a proud mem
ber of the Golden K Kiwanis. 
We send our deepest condo
lences to his wife Rebecca 
Neely, daughters Ann Neely 

and Janie Vianey, son Tom 
Neely and their many friends 
and family.

Some very special students 
attending Weatherly Elemen
tary school recently traveled to 
Montgomery in order to com
pete in the Alabama Council 
for Technology in Education. 
Hannah Troup & her group of 
3 others came in 3rd in the State 
for Video Production!

Congratulations to Judy 
Smith who took home awards 
in the recent NAR-AARC An
tique car show - she won 2nd 
place for her '37 Plymouth and 
3rd place for her '76 Mercedes.

The Historic Lowry House 
is becoming quite the excit
ing destination for elementary 
schools in this area. Recently 
some Hampton Cove 2nd grad
ers learned all about medicine 
of old days and how cotton 
was processed. Then Weath
erly Elementary 4th & 5th 
graders heard about some of 
the ghost stories surrounding 
the old home. Word is spread- 

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1-year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502 

Hint: This little girl is well 
known around town and the 
courthouse.

mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com
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ing around the city and many 
youngsters are reserving spots 
for the special field days.

Newman Ward is a name 
that many readers may find 
familiar - Newman lived in 
Huntsville years ago and was a 
mail delivery person for many 
years prior to 1950 and had 
many favorites along his route. 
One very special friend New
man knew here in Huntsville 
was Jean Pitsinger. Newman 
passed away at the age of 94 at 
home in Malibu where he lived 
with his son Fred Ward and 
Charlotte, Fred's wife. He will 
always be remembered for his 
funny stories of people he met 
in Huntsville and places that 
are no longer here. We send 
our sympathy to Fred, New
man's daughter Lynn and hus
band Jim Erckmann, as well as 
the rest of the family, I know 
they miss him so much.

Speaking of Jean Pitsinger, 
she told us she will turn 97 on 
her birthday this December, 
and is doing really well. She's 
working on some stories for 
Old Huntsville, including one 
on a store that used to be lo
cated on the square downtown.

That special lady Lola 
Stutts Braxton had a birthday 
in May and it was celebrat
ed with her daughter Diane 
Owens, as well as her son Will 
Stutts. Lola never seems to get 
any older and looks beautiful 
every

Eddie Allen wrote us and 
said that we had run a story re
cently about a bus route down
town where the buses were 
yellow. Eddie says the buses 
were GREEN and were oper
ated by Crescent Transit and 
they were 1940's GM brand in 
green. Crescent also operated 
black and white taxis. He lived 
on the Mayfair bus route that 
picked them up on Whitesburg 
at Dawn Avenue and let them 

out downtown at Dunnavants. 
They walked over to the library 
on Madison street to catch the 
bus back home, and paid ten 
cents each way! He said the 
drivers knew whose boy you 
were so if you got into trouble 
on the bus your parents would 
find out very soon and capital 
punishment followed. He also 
remembered that elementary 
kids rode the bus downtown 
all the time with no worries! 
Certainly a different time.

Chris Wallace wrote us 
about his mom Betty Jo South- 
ers (maiden name Lambert) 
whom many people remem
ber. She was born in Dallas Mill 
area and raised 10 children. 
She worked at the old Bon Aire 
restaurant and also Sno-White 
across from the courthouse. 
Then she went to work for a 
long time at Zesto's at 5 Points. 
Some years she worked two 
jobs at a time in order to keep 
her kids clothed & fed. Betty Jo 
died in early February of this 
year and her family misses her 
each and every day.

Welcome to all our New
comers to Huntsville, and be 
sure and visit downtown & 
the beautiful Historic Districts. 
You won't believe the gorgeous 
gardens & homes you'll see!

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE 

533-7163
Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville I

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Discount Designer Shoes 
& Upscale Consignment 

Clothing

Discount Oesigner Shoes

St. John 
Cole Haan
Prada
Miu Miu
Ferragamo 
Gucci
Chanel 
Valentino
Stuart Weitzman 
Fendi 
... And Many More!

Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

“90% of the work done in 
this world is done by people 

who don’t feel well.”

Teddy Roosevelt

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION
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Bridal Salad

2 8-oz. pkgs, cream cheese, 
softened

2 c. mayonnaise
8 T. confectioners sugar
1 sml. bottle sliced mara

schino cherries
2 c. crushed pineapple, 

drained
2 c. whipped cream

Cream the first 3 ingredi
ents. Stir in cherries & pine
apple before folding in the 
whipped cream. Place in indi
vidual molds or large dish and 
freeze. Serve on lettuce leaves.

Fresh Mushroom Salad

1/2 lb. mushroom caps 
1/4 t. ea. salt & black pep

per
11. minced garlic

11. dried oregano
3 T. fresh lemon juice
1/2 c. olive oil

Cut stems from mush
rooms and reserve them for an
other dish. Wash caps and dry 
with paper towel, slice evenly. 
Combine remaining ingredi
ents, add mushrooms and toss 
to coat. Let stand for about 2 
hours. Serve over salad greens 
or on an antipasto tray.

Green Cabbage Salad

4 c. crisp, shredded cabbage 
1/2 sml. jar pimiento slices 
1/2 green pepper, diced
11. celery seed
11. salt
1/41. black or white pepper
3 t. Dijon mustard
4 T. sugar
3/4 c. garlic wine vinegar
1 garlic clove, minced

1/2 c. salad oil
Wash, drain and combine 

vegetables in a serving bowl. 
Put remaining ingredients in 
a blender and whirl til dress
ing is thoroughly mixed. Add 
to salad just before serving. 
Excess dressing keeps well in 
fridge.

Cousin Boris Asian 

Salad

1-lb. pkg. broccoli slaw
4 green onions, chopped 

with greens
3 oz. Ramen noodles
1/2 c. cashew nuts
1/2 c. sunflower seeds, 

toasted
1/4 c. vegetable oil
1/2 c. sugar
1/3 c. cider vinegar
Seasoning packet from the

EVERY
MONDAY 

IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 

new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY.SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 
8412 WHITESBURG DR. So. 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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noodles.
Break up the noodles and 

mix with the onions and slaw. 
Mix the oil, vinegar, sugar and 
seasoning and pour over the 
broccoli mix. Refrigerate for 24 
hours. Add cashew nuts and 
sunflower seeds right before 
serving.

Dilled Tomatoes

6 ripe tomatoes, peeled and 
sliced

2/3 c. salad oil 
1/4 c. vinegar 
1/4 c. snipped parsley
1 clove garlic, minced 
1/2 c. sliced green onions 
11. salt
1/2 t. fresh ground pepper 
1/2 c. thyme or marjoram

Pour ingredients over the 
tomatoes and marinate over
night. This will keep for days.

Not sure why this is called 
"Dilled Tomatoes". Not a bit of 
dill in it.

Black Bean Salad

1/3 c. olive oil
1/4 c. fresh lime juice
2 T. fresh cilantro, finely 

chopped
1 T. jalapeno pepper, finely 

chopped

11. chopped garlic
1/2 t. cumin seeds
1/2 t. salt
2 cans black beans, rinsed 

and drained
1/2 c. red onion, chopped 
1/2 c. chopped yellow bell 

pepper
1 /2 c. chopped red bell pep

per
2 c. white shoe peg corn, 

drained
Mix all ingredients togeth

er and marinate overnight.

Garlic Dill Potato Salad

3 lbs. new potatoes, peeled 
1/2 c. sour cream
1/2 c. mayonnaise 
11/2 t. dried dill weed
2 T. Dill pickle cubes
2 T. capers
2 t. Dijon mustard 
11/2 t. lemon juice
11. chopped garlic
Salt & pepper to taste
Boil the potatoes in boiling 

salted water til tender, about 
30 minutes and a knife goes in 
each potato cleanly. Remove 
from pan, rinse in cold water, 
cut into slices or cubes and put 
in bowl.

Combine other ingredients, 
pour over the potatoes and 
refrigerate overnight before 
serving.

INTLOOM.

Gifts - Cut Flowers

Plants & Accessories

Weddings - Parties

We deliver fresh 
flowers locally

Ron Cooper 
Mark Kimbrough 

504 Pratt Ave.A Huntsville Al. 35801

Restaurant With
The Trains!

Experience The Historic

Tours - Parties - Luncheons - 1 
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations

Located off Meridian Street at 1205 Kildare St.

Call (256) 489-9200 for information and reservations

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays
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The End of the War
by Bushwhacker Johnston

A true and. authentic account of the end of the war 
in Huntsville and Madison County as described by one 
of the leading participants.

Look younger 
than your daughter!

Lee has surrendered, Joseph Johnston has 
surrendered, and as far as we know, all have sur
rendered. Hence it looks very much like we have 
been beaten and all is lost. "Now, boys, hear me for 
the last time. Had I no one depending on me for a 
living and no one to care for but myself, and just 
one man to walk by my side and press Southern 
soil, just as long as we had strength to stand upon 
our feet we would fight those blue-coats hilt to 
hilt. But your unworthy commander has a fam
ily depending upon him for support. Therefore, 
for their sake we are going to surrender, and you 
who wish to go with us shall have the best terms 
possible to be made."

A large majority of those present agreed to sur
render with us, while the rest refused the propo
sition. At once, we sent a dispatch to the Federal 
commander in Huntsville, which ran as follows:

"General Granger,
Dear Sir: We have concluded to surrender our 

command, provided you will give us a living chance. 
But we wish it distinctly understood that after we sur
render, we are not to be marched through the streets of 
Huntsville, to be tantalized like so many monkeys, or 
court martialed, shot, or hung like so many dogs; or in 
other words, if we are forced to sell out, we intend to 
sell out at the very highest price. We repeat it, give us 
a living chance and we will surrender all the men we 
can get to come in."

General Granger replied, in substance, as fol
lows:

i

NO RE8____________ 14 days using RE8

NutriMinC' RE9
Skin Care System Used Daily

The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skinl

"Major Johnston, Dear Sir: I will grant you, with 
pleasure, the same terms that were granted to General 
Lee and General Johnston.

Respectfully, Granger."
At the same time he proceeded to state the
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terms so plainly that they could not be misun
derstood. The reader will understand that there 
had been so many threats against our command 
that we had no notion of surrendering until the 
terms were laid down in black and white.

After a few more dispatches had passed 
between the two parties, the terms of surren
der were agreed upon, and General Granger 
appointed a man to receive the surrender, 
while we appointed a man to make it. Rather 
in "grand army" style, the reader will perceive. 
Colonel William Given was appointed by Gen
eral Granger to receive the surrender. In the 
meantime, we had requested the general to al
low none of his men to come south of the Mem
phis & Charleston railroad until after we had 
met him, giving as a reason that it would tend 
to scatter our men and render it difficult to get 
them together to surrender. We shall have more 
to say about Colonel Given as we proceed, for 
there were things that occurred while we were 
with him that much astonished us. Wherever 
we touched the colonel, he proved to be all over 
a man; and we would add that he was the first 
blue-coat that had given us this evidence since 
the war began. We were to meet Colonel Given 
at Trough Spring on the side of the mountain, 
about half way between the base and the sum
mit. And at the appointed time away we went 
to become prisoners of war.

We arrived at the appointed place first, 
which was on the public road leading from 
Huntsville to Vienna (New Hope). We did not 
have to wait long until we heard the bluecoats 
coming. There was quite a crowd of them, and 
they had two brass bands. And to finish the 
thing up, well, they had brought along a ten 
gallon demijohn, which they said was full of 
old apple brandy. In the crowd were Dr. Patton, 
Squire Tabor, and old Ben Jolly, 
all staunch friends of Johnston 
and his boys, and they were pres
ent to make as fair weather for 
the bushwhackers as possible.

As they approached, the Fed
erate were making the welkin 
ring with music. As soon as we 
heard them coming, we had a 
white rag hung high in the air. 
Then we beheld a Union flag 
with a white flag waving close 
by its side, advancing to meet us. 
Colonel Given and our appoint
ed officer met first, after which 
this notorious bushwhacker 
advanced and was introduced 
to the colonel. As soon as the for
mal salutations were ended, the 
bushwhacker remarked, "Colo-
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nel, permit me to say that you are the first Federal, 
officer or private, whom I have met since the war 
began who treated me as if I had been anything 
above a four-footed animal."

The colonel replied, "I am sorry to hear that, 
major."

"I know that is plain language, colonel," we 
rejoined, "but it is nevertheless the unvarnished 
truth."

In a few minutes Colonel Homer, who had fallen 
in behind us with his regiment, came marching up. 
As soon as the major laid eyes on him, he turned to 
Colonel Given, saying, "If we had met that man ten
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minutes before we met you, there would 
have been a fight, for we never intended 
to surrender to that fellow." And we 
found before we got through with him, 
that Given was not burdened with respect 
toward Homer.

Soon they began to drink their apple 
water, and some of them became rather 
lively. Among other things, they urged 
the major to drink also: and they kept 
pressing him so that he became uneasy, 
lest they should try to pour it down him. 
At length he said, "Gentleman, if I were in 
the habit of drinking at all I would drink 
with you today, but you must excuse me 
for I do not drink with man, woman, nor 
child." Just at that moment, Dr. Debow 
said, "I am authorized to do Major John
ston's drinking." Which gave the major 
elbow room to slip out.

Thus things went on for some time, 
and the Federals, if no one else, seemed 
to enjoy themselves hugely. The agree
ment was that we were to be paroled 
on the ground and set at liberty. But 
presently it began to rain, and there was 
little chance to write paroles in the rain. 
Colonel Given then proposed that we 
march into town, where we could find 
shelter. But we objected. He continued 
to urge and we to object. At this crisis up 
stepped old Uncle Ben Jolly, and with
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his strong commanding voice 
called out, '"Major, move into 
town with your men. It is true 
we cannot treat you as well as 
we would like to. But I've got 
plenty of meat and bread, and 
two large rooms covered with 
carpets where your men can 
he crossed and piled. Besides, 
I've got the best Rebel gal in all 
America."

Then Colonel Given began 
to urge again, and under the 
pressure of both we yielded. 
When the latter was appoint
ed to receive our surrender, 
he asked our courier 
some pointed ques
tions. First: "Are not 
Johnston's men poor 
men?" "They are." Sec
ond: "Will they not 
need their horses in 
order to make a crop?"

"They will."
"Well, you tell the 

major to dismount his 
command and come 
into town on foot, for 
if I do not see their 
horses I will not have 
to report them." This 
sounded strange com
ing from a Federal sol
dier. When Ben Jolly 
had finished, Colonel 
Given pitched in the 
second time. He was 
standing in the midst 
of his officers, when 
he called out, "Major, 
it is true your men laid 
down their arms, but 
let them shoulder them 
again and march right 
into town, and if I had 
my way, I would al
low your men to keep 
their arms to kill Borne 
or those rascals who 
might give them trou
ble."

We leave the reader 
to draw his own con
clusions, while we pass 
on. The time we are 
writing about was the 
middle of May, 1865, 
and what we have just 

k

mentioned occurred in the 
afternoon.

As it continued to rain, we 
were finally compelled to go 
into the city. And as we en
tered the city, there were two 
roads, one entering the upper 
and the other the lower part of 
town. The arsenal where they 
intended to deposit our arms 
was in the lower part. Colonel 
Homer, who was in advance, 
took the right hand road, 
while Colonel Given took the 
left hand, leading to the ar
senal. We had not advanced 
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far into the town, when Homer 
sent a courier across a number of 
streets, ordering Given to take the 
right hand road. We were by the 
colonel's side when he received 
the order and saw his eye flash as 
he answered. "You tell Colonel 
Homer that I am in command 
here, and he will do well to attend 
to his own business."

In a few minutes we halted 
near the arsenal, when a number 
of citizens and soldiers gathered 
about us. And while our arms 
were being stored away, we could 
hear the soldiers and citizens mak

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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ing various remarks, when one 
of them exclaimed: "Well, those 
fellows did more execution than 
any set of men I ever heard of, to 
use such pokestalks for guns."

If we had been so minded, 
we could have made the secret 
plain to him. The fact was when 
we found out we had to sur
render, we hid our best guns 
in caves for safe keeping. And 
we are of the opinion that there 
were no better arms of the kind 
in all the United States than 
those we hid away.

On the other hand we doubt 
whether a sorrier set of guns 
could have been gathered up 
in all Dixie than those we sur
rendered.

Night came on very soon 
after our arms were stored 
away, and the next thing that 
concerned us most was a place 
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of lodging. But the enemy put 
no special guard over us, but 
allowed us to stay with our old 
friends, while the citizens vied 
with each other in trying to 
make us comfortable.

The next morning when ev
erything was in a bustle up and 
down the streets, our boys were 
gathering at the point at which 
they were to be paroled. When 
we reached Colonel Given's 
headquarters, he gave us a firm 
grip of the hand, as a pleasant 
smile spread over his face. He 
began business at once, and 
while writing the paroles, in 
stepped one of his aides and 
said, "Colonel, there is a U.S. 
horse out here."

Raising his head, the colo
nel replied, "You may go away 
from here, sir. There may be a 
U.S. horse out there, but I do 

not see him."
Perhaps an explanation 

would not be out of place here. 
When the United States gov
ernment bought or captured a

The
Mini
Implant

Get Excited, the mini im
plant might be the answer to your dental 
needs! Do you have partial or full den
tures that you are tired of having to take 
out at night? Are you sick and tired of 
using denture adhesives to keep your 
dentures from slipping and sliding? Are 
you missing several teeth and you don't 
want the adjacent teeth to be filed down 
to make a fixed bridge? You might want 
to consider utilizing mini implants that 
are engineered for patients with mini
mum amounts of bone, and only a few 
dollars to spend. Mini implants minimize 
the need for bone grafting, no longer 
having to wait for long periods of time 
for the bone to heal. You can get custom 
made teeth, fixed and nonremovable the 
same day the implants are placed. And 
we only charge $750.00 per implant. 
This does not include the cost of the 
teeth which can be fixed or removable. 
Give us a call today!

Interest free financing if paid off in 
12 months.

256-533-0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Drive, SE, Suite17 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

www. dreugenehscottjr. com

No representation is made about the quality of 
dental services to be performed or the expertise of the 
dentist performing such services.

A Smoke-Free Facility!
< Snack Bar

< Cosmic Birthday Parties 
%Group Rates fyPro Shop 

% Bowling Instruction Available
Don’t forget to mention this ad to get 

your Senior Discount (55+)
$ Youth & Seniors Programs

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

http://www.magellanmortgage.com


Old Huntsville Page 27

horse, it was branded with U.S. and 
ever afterwards it claimed to be Uncle 
Sam's property.

Colonel Given continued his writ
ing, but it was not long before the same 
fellow came back and said, "Colonel, 
there are three or four U.S. horses out 
here." We saw at once the colonel was 
stirred, for he used such strong lan
guage in reply that we shall not repeat 
it.

Among other things he said, "If I 
were to go out there perhaps I would 
find half a dozen U.S. horses, but I do 
not see them. Sir, you go away from 
here, and stay when you are gone." 
The fact was there were more than half 
a dozen horses there, but the terms of 
surrender were that our officers were to 
retain their horses as well as their side 
arms. After so long time our command 
was paroled and released as citizens of 
the United States.

When the men of our command ar
rived at their respective homes, taking 
their horses with them, we settled down 
to make a living, and to accept the situ
ation as best we could. And although 
the Reconstruction period that followed 
proved something harassing, we tried 
to be loyal to our oath and make good 
citizens of the restored union. It is true 
that as a consequence of war, bitter 
feelings were stirred up in the minds 
and hearts of the opposing parties. But 
we were willing to forgive and to ask 
forgiveness; and after more than thirty- 
five years have passed by, we have not 
seen fit to change our mind.

Old Huntsville Trivia
1808 - First whiskey distillery opens in Huntsville, lo

cated next to the Big Spring, and its products are sold by 
the barrel.

1809 - Land containing the Big Spring is sold to Leroy 
Pope for $23.50 per acre

1820 - The first tin can is sold in Huntsville. L.B. Williams 
reports throngs of people in his store to see the novelty of 
"Food in a tin can."
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Huntsville's Pioneer 
News women

by Stephanie Troup

In 1885, John Withers Clay was stricken with 
a cerebral hemorrhage and forced to leave his 
publishing duties at the Huntsville newspaper he 
purchased in 1856, the Democrat. In his absence, 
his two daughters, Virginia and Susie Clay, took 
over the responsibility of publishing the paper.

At the time it was very unusual for women to 
work in the journalism field, and the work was 
hard. The sisters were responsible for gathering 
materials, writing all the articles and editorials, and 
setting the type before they could print the paper. 
Then there were the daily office chores to be done. 
The sisters had to split and carry the firewood up
town to make the office fire, clean the office, and 
carry water from the public hydrant on the square.

As single women, they did not have the stand
ing in the community that married women did. The 
paper allowed them a voice to speak out about a 
variety of issues that other women in their position 
would not have had the opportunity to do.

The Clay sisters saw the newspaper as the 
moral conscience for Huntsville. They felt that they 
were in a unique position to be able to comment 
on and write what was on other people's minds 
in the community. Years earlier John Clay had 
chosen the motto for the newspaper, "The people 
must be heard, and their rights vindicated." His 
daughters carried on this theme when they took 
over publishing duties.

The sisters had strong opinions and had the 
courage to voice them through their editorials. 
Some common issues that attracted their moral in-
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dignation were the practice of cock fighting and 
the lack of a public library in Huntsville. They 
wrote, "We have heard nothing in regard to the 
proper officers of the law arresting cockfight
ers and bringing them to justice. Do they lack 
moral courage to enforce the laws of our state, 
or are they guilty themselves?" and, "Hunts
ville needs a public library. Let someone start 
the ball rolling." The women also admonished 
city fathers who were trying to abolish music 
education from the city schools. They argued 
that is where children learned to sing patriotic 
songs of their country.

If the city leaders were neglectful in their du-
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ties, the publishers of the Demo
crat were quick to point it out. 
Comments such as "We have 
heard nothing recently about 
a bridge being built across the 
creek on Clinton Street," and, 
"The condition of the cemetery 
is a disgrace, not a path decent 
for a lady to walk on, it's so 
filled with weeds," were com
mon.

As the years went on, the 
women expanded the paper to 
include more worldly news. The 
front page contained articles 
related to world, national and 
state politics. The inside pages 
were reserved for local news 
and any subject that caught the 
interest of Virginia and Susie. 
The sisters often contributed 
personal recipes and poems as 
well. Other competing papers 
at the time might have sold 
more copies and been more up 
to date, but the Democrat con
tained any and all local news 
important to the community.

On the inside pages, the

births, weddings and deaths 
in Huntsville were announced 
under a heading called "In The 
Garden of Life." These pages 
also included updates about 
the Clay family's happenings. 
The sisters might have included 
news about visitors they had 
entertained at their home, trips 
they had taken, and personal 
family anecdotes. The ladies 
decided what other social items 
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in the community were worth 
reporting and included those 
as well.

One memorable series of 
stories published in the Demo
crat was called "Old Mahogany 
Table Tales." These were family 
stories related in a very chatty, 
homey manner, as if a family 
was sitting around a table re
counting their passed down 
family stories. These tales came
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not only from the Clay family 
but other prominent Hunts
ville families of the day as well.

The sisters' opinions 
evolved with the times, as did 
the paper's content. For in
stance Virginia and Susie were 
at one time strongly opposed 
to women gaining the right to 
vote. However, they changed 
their opinion on that matter in
fluenced by their aunt, Virginia 
Clay-Clopton as well as so
cialite Elielee Humes. Through 
the power of the newspaper 
the Clay sisters were able to 
add their voices to the growing 
number of those speaking out to 
support women's suffrage. They 
also had the courage to print 
about their admiration for a 
progressive local author, Norah 
Davis, whose books offended 
many old-time Huntsvillians.

Virginia Clay died in 1911 at 
the age of 49 after a prolonged 
illness. In her obituary in the 
Democrat it was said that she 
possessed "vitality, energy, in
domitable will to do, devotion 
to family and friends, always 
faced the sunshine and left 
the shadows behind" 
and that her "mental 
and physical labors were 
those of a man." After 
her sister's death, Susie 
continued to publish the 
newspaper alone until 
1919 when it was sold.

By the end of their 
careers, the sisters had 
gained confidence and 
S-ominence and had af- 

iated themselves with 
the Alabama Press Asso
ciation and the National 
Editorial Association. 
Through their hard work 
and example, they paved 
the way for other women 
to follow them into the 
journalism profession.

In 1908 crossword 
puzzles, canned beer 
and iced tea hadn’t 
been invented yet.

Huntsville 
News from 
1910

Helen Evans, a white wom
an who keeps a quiet place in 
the city, was placed under arrest 
yesterday afternoon by police
man Pamplin on a charge of 
operating a blind tiger. Several 
bottles of beer were found in the 
cooler and the woman protested 
that she kept them there for her 
own medicinal use. She made 
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bond in the sum of fifty dollars 
and appeared in the police court 
for trial this morning. Dr. Lacy 
Mastin, city physician, testi
fied that he had prescribed for 
the woman and directed her to 
drink beer. The case was dis
missed.

The doctor will no doubt in
crease his prescription business 
ten fold as word spreads.
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Maxine

http://www.MaryEllenPeters.com


Old Huntsville Page 33

Memories
by Newman Ward

My days have been many, but really seem 
like a few. Some of these I would like to share 
with you. I have given thanks many times for 
being born when and where I was. People 
were so good, friendly, and helpful. Life 
proceeded at a slower pace, with less tension, 
less heart trouble, and more knowing and 
caring who your neighbors were. There was 
no crime, and everybody helped everybody.

Well, as the fellow said, "I came into this 
world with nothing, and I still have most of it 
left." Me too, but I've had fun along the way 
every chance I got, I wanted to tell you about 
some of my memories from a long time ago.

I was born in West Huntsville, and practi
cally lived at the Y.M.C.A. I used to go about 
half way up the block and yell back toward 
the house, "I'm going to the Y" and then run 
like the dickens so I couldn't hear a possible 
call to come back.

The Y was the ultimate playground, with 
tennis, softball, basketball, bowling alleys, 
checkers, and movies three nights a week. 
There were usually always some kids there 
to play with.

Of course, I had chores to do, and going 
to the grocery store was one. I like to think of 
the prices back then, around 1925, when for 
a nickel you could get a loaf of bread, a stick 
of butter, coal oil (kerosene), and they would 
give you a potato to put in the oil can where 
the cap was usually missing. The potato is 
worth a lot more than a nickel now.

A big box of wooden matches was also a 
nickel, and one day I bought a box of matches, 
stuck them in my back overalls pocket, was 
skating home and fell. I haven't ever moved 

as fast since as I did then getting those matches out 
of my pocket.

Groceries were usually charged, and paid for 
weekly. When you paid the bill, the clerk would give 
you a bag of candy of your choice.

The three local groceries would also deliver your 
daily order, which you could phone in, or if you pre-

For Fashions FiwishiNq Touch...

The little things really do count. 
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

New Summer 
clothes and the 
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are worth a visit!
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ferred you could just go by the 
store and leave a list. You would 
only order by the contents of the 
can, such as a can of corn, butter 
beans, etc., and the store would 
choose the brand and would 
deliver to you free.

J.C. Brown's, and Walker's 
would use a T-model truck, and 
Chaney's in Lowe Mill would 
use a horse and wagon, with 
Sonny Chancy frequently driv
ing. One more price that was a 
bargain, you could get 10 cents 
worth of baloney and crackers, 
or cheese and crackers, which 
made a pretty good lunch.

If we mentioned 'lunch' in 
those days, it was usually in 
regards to a school lunch of 
peanut butter sandwiches, or 
maybe an apple, in a time hon
ored lunch box with pictures of 
some cowboy or movie star. We 
ate meals of breakfast, dinner,

“The Midnight Ride 
of Paul for Beer 
Led to a warmer 

Hemisphere.”

Burma Shave Sign seen on 
highways in the 30s/40s 

and supper. Lunch was for the 
kids' school, or for picnics.

The graduates of West 
Huntsville 8th. grade, went to 
Joe Bradley High School for the 
last three grades, and we usu
ally went home to eat, not being 
too flush with pocket change.

One of our classmates was 
Louise Gattis, and her father 
would drive down to take Lou
ise home, and like magic the car 
would fill up, and three people 
hanging on and perched on each 
running board would luck out 
for a ride home.

Walking to school in the 
morning, we would be frequent
ly picked up free by the city bus. 
Before the buses, the city ran 
street 
cars to 
Merri
mack, 
then 
out East 
Holmes 
to 5 th 
Street, 
to Oak- 
wood, 
and 
back, for 
5 cents.

I 
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Call Mike @

256.656.0687

Licensed & Insured

graduated from Joe Bradley in 
1933, and married my classmate 
Bessie Church in 1934. There 
were 16 in our graduating class, 
and I don't know if any others 
are still alive or not. John Riddle 
was an Air Force Pilot in WWII, 
and Louise Gattis was a Colonel 
in the Army's Nurses Division.

Professor Edward Foyl Du- 
Bose was our High School Prin
cipal, and was beloved by all. 
He wrote me a letter, January 
3rd. of this year, his last letter 
to me, and said "I miss Hunts
ville, and all our good friends 
so much." He was 102 years 
old, and was being cared for by 
Ann, his daughter and family 
in Mobile.

He died on October 4th of 

BrownsLawn@gmail.com

Free Estimates
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this year. He was a great man, 
and always seemed so glad to 
see you, a big smile always on 
his face, he was certainly one of 
my best friends.

Every teacher at Bradley 
was the best. I think that most 
folks knew of Mrs. J.B. Clopton, 
our math teacher, who painted 
pictures on cobwebs. Mrs. John 
Sparkman, the Senator's wife, 
was our English teacher. John O. 
Broadway was another. All the 
rest, I have such good memories 
of them, each one a gem.

Our Civics teacher, Mr. 
Vines, told us in 1932 that our 
next war would be with Japan - 
and I remember that we laughed 
at him.

I lived in Huntsville from 
1916 and moved from there in 
1948.1 worked as a mailman.

I currently live in the city 
of Bethesda, MD., after living 

Burma Shave Sign seen on 
highways in the 30s/30s

533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. 

Five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

in Miami for 53 years. I have 
thought many times that I 
would have been better off if I 
had stayed in Huntsville where 
I knew most everybody.

The Postmaster had 
said that I would get a good 
promotion, but the magic of 
Miami, and tropical beauty, 
and the fact that mailmen rode 
bicycles there lured me away, 
but I never felt as much at 
home any where else as I did 
in Huntsville, Alabama.

“Don’t stick your elbow 
Out so far, 

It may go home 
In another car.”

Two silk worms had a race. 
They ended up in a tie.
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anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
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B-26 Crashes Near 
Huntsville

by Charles R. Wells

On an early summer morn
ing in June of 1944, 1 decided 
to go fishing. With Mama and 
Daddy's permission, I found 
my fishing pole, dug a can of 
worms, got my new (to me) 
bicycle and got ready to leave. 
I had celebrated my fourteenth 
birthday about three weeks 
earlier (June 2nd), and Daddy 
had scrounged together enough 
money ($6.00) to buy me a 
Hienz 57 used bicycle.

By this, I mean it had over
size handlebars, no chain guard, 
a 26-inch wheel in the back 
and a 24-inch in the front. I 
was always going downhill. I 
rolled up my right overall leg 
to keep it from being caught in 
the sprocket and headed over to 
one of my favorite fishing holes 
on Indian Creek.

After traveling about three 
or four miles, I had gotten to the 
hill on the west side of the creek 
and the north side of 72 High

way. I was pushing my bicycle 
along a cow path that ran about 
halfway up the side of the hill. 
As I was nearing the highway, 
I heard a huge explosion to the 
south and looked that way.

It appeared that the whole 
end of Rainbow Mountain was 
gone. There was fire and a lot 
of smoke, and I could see trees 
falling from the sky.

I looked up and saw a plane 
(B-26 Marauder) coming toward 
me. It was on fire and smoke 
was coming out of the cockpit 
and the bomb bay doors.

It was losing altitude rapidly 
as it passed over me and headed 
toward a cultivated field at 
the top of the hill. Its nose was 
down at a very steep angle and 
did not flare out before impact. 
Upon impact, the nose-wheel 
collapsed, the nose of the plane 
dug into the ground, the tail 
went up into the air and a mat
ter of seconds later, it blew up.

The pilot had apparently 
dropped part of his bomb load 
on Rainbow Mountain.

I made my way closer to the 
crash site. The pilot must have 
radioed the base that he was in 
trouble because only minutes 
after the crash, the area was 
crawling with MPs, police cars 
and ambulances.
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Within minutes, they had 
formed a circle of guards around 
the site. There were several 
planes, flying around the area. 
Curiosity seekers began to gath
er on the highway but were not 
allowed to approach the crash 
site. No one questioned me as 
to what I may have seen.

I was told to leave the area 
immediately. I guess a freck
led face, barefoot boy dressed 
in overalls, carrying a fishing 
pole and holding on to a weird
looking bicycle could not tell 
them anything they wanted to 
know. An article in the Hunts
ville Times stated that the only 
witness to the crash was a Negro 
woman who could not tell them 
very much.

Besides myself, the 
McMurtrie family, working in 
their field across the highway, 
were also witnesses to the crash. 
For whatever reason, none of 
us were ever questioned about 
the crash.

I had seen the plane many 
times before. Almost daily, 
depending on the weather, it 
would come over the farm sev
eral times; always approaching 
from a southeasterly direction, 
pass over and then go on to the 
southwest. A few minutes later, 
we would hear the report of

MIKE A. WEST
REMODELING

Commercial &
Residential

Professional 
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience

200 Weschase - Huntsville

539-6801 

exploding bombs dropping on 
a mock village on the Arsenal.

Sometimes it would be fly
ing low enough that we could 
clearly see the pilots. We would 
wave and sometimes they 
would wave back or dip their 
wings to let us know that they 
had seen us.

The crash site is now oc
cupied by Huntsville Memory 
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Gardens. Perhaps a fitting trib
ute to the three men who per
ished there.

“Anything you find wrong 
with your body at age 50, 
you’ll really miss at 70.”

Glenda Huffstetler

STYLE ELEGANCE FUNCTION

http://www.parksupplycompany.com
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Official 
Orders
Camp near Maysville, Ala., 
November 18,1863.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor 
to report that, under orders 
from Col. W.W. Lowe, tem
porarily commanding Second 
Cavalry Division, dated No
vember 13, 1863, instructing 
me to thoroughly scour the 
country situated between the 
Memphis and Charleston Rail
road and the Tennessee River 
from Whitesburg to opposite 
Decatur, and over that country, 
pressing horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep, hogs, wheat, &c., (to pre
vent them from being run across 
the river) for Confederate use; 
to capture and destroy all boats 
and ferries on the river from 
Whitesburg to Decatur; to break 
up or capture a band of rebels, 
supposed to be encamped near 
the Tennessee River, about the 

mouth of Limestone Creek, and 
to destroy or render unservice
able a grist and saw-mill in that 
vicinity and in the service of the 
rebels.

I left camp early on the 
morning of November 14, with 
detachments from the 
Fifth Iowa, Fourth Unit
ed States, Seventy-sec
ond and Seventeenth 
Indiana - in all, 400 
men, and moving by a 
circuitous route across 
the mountains, leaving 
Huntsville to the right, 
reached Whitesburg at 
5 PM., capturing 2 Con
federate soldiers after 
a lively chase of some 
4 miles, a drove of 29 
young, fat hogs, and 
the ferry-boat which 
had just come over for 
them. Learning that the 
island above was used 
as a rendezvous for cap
tured stock, I detached 
Lieutenant McCamant, 
Fifth Iowa Cavalry, and 
24 men to proceed with 

the ferryboat and search it 
thoroughly. He returned about 
midnight with 25 head of horses 
and mules. The ferry-boat was 
then destroyed.

November 15, broke camp 
at daybreak and moved down
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the river some 3 or 4 miles be
low. Captain Bowman, Fourth 
United States, was detached 
with 150 men to make a detour 
northward, by way of Madison 
Station, down the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad, and 
to secure a position in the rear 
of Limestone Creek, guarding 
the roads leading out by way of 
Mooresville and the point op
posite Decatur, on this side the 
river; while I, with the remain
ing command, moved on down 
byway of Triana to the mouth of 
Limestone Creek.

At Triana, captured a ser
geant (Confederate States 
Army), but found the ferry
boats (two of them) on the 
opposite side of the river, and 
saw rebels apparently guarding 
them; also learned that all boats 
below were, by Confederate 
authority, kept on the opposite 
side of the river and sent to this 
side only on certain precon
certed signals.

Patrolling the banks of the 
river, a skiff and two canoes 
were found. The detachment 
of the Fifth Iowa Cavalry was 
called on for volunteers to cross 
in these and bring off the ferry
boats. The call was almost unan
imously responded to. Quar
termaster Sergt. A.T. Phelps, 
Company G, and 11 rhen were 
selected, who, under cover of 25 
sharpshooters selected from the 
Seventy-second Indiana, dashed

“Dust is just mud with the 
water squeezed out.”

Hannah Troup, 9 

C. T. Garvin Seed 8c Feed, LLC 
Lawn & Garden Supplies
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across the brought off both the 
large boats without loss or ac
cident.

The information that all the 
boats below were on the op
posite side of the river and also 
that a number were collected for 
some purpose over there and 
secreted up a creek some miles 
below, necessitated the idea of 
organizing a regular boat expe
dition. Lieutenant Cassell, Com- 
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pany 1, Seventy-second Indiana, 
and 30 men were selected, and 
with instructions to capture all 
boats where it was practicable 
and join me with them at the 
mouth of Lime-stone Creek, 
where, should we be fortunate 
enough to find the enemy, they 
could co-operate in the attack 
from the river side. The boat 
party moved out into the stream, 
just beyond Triana. The advance

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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chased a party of 15 rebels sev
eral miles, but their horses were 
too fleet for ours.

Arriving at the mouth of 
Limestone [Creek] I found no 
enemy there; communicated 
with Captain Bowman, who 
was already in position.

Learned from him that he 
had chased a squad of rebels 
and been fired on in the rear by 
a small parry, but in both cases 
the enemy's horses were too 
fleet. He (Captain Bowman) also 
informed me that the day before 
a squad of 20 and another of 
60 rebels had passed down the 
road and crossed over the river 
to Decatur.

Shortly after our arrival 
Lieutenant Cassell and party 
arrived with eight boats, some 
of them being 60 feet long. 
Having learned that Major Fal- 
connet, with four companies of 
rebels, was commanding the 
post at Decatur, I thought that 
with the eight boats now in my 
possession we could attack the 
post and bring off the ferry-boat 
without incurring too much 
risk; accordingly, organized 
an expedition to start from the 
mouth of Limestone, which 
is 5 miles above Decatur, two 
hours before daybreak the next 
morning. About 12 midnight 
the enemy commenced throw
ing up rockets, and continued 
some time.

November 16; deeming it 
advisable to be cautious and 
reconnoiter before dispatching 
the boat party, parties were sent 
out in all directions. At dawn 
the rebels opened on us a brisk 
fire of small-arms from across 
the river. A party returning 
from opposite Decatur brought 
information that two pieces of 
artillery could be seen across the 
river in position and covering

“Chickens are the only 
animals you eat before 
they’re born and after 

they’re dead.”

Jeremy Barksdale, 8

the landing.
A prisoner captured by the 

same party reported he had 
been sent over that morning 
with small party; that General 
Roddey had been sent for, and 
was to be at Decatur by sun
rise; that a portion of General 
Lee's command had already 
arrived, and that they had been 
entrenching on the upper and 
river side of Decatur since mid
night. Another party reported 
seeing the enemy throwing up 
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earth-works.
Rather amused than other

wise at so unexpectedly stir
ring up so much trouble for the 
rebels. I deemed it not advis
able to attempt just at that time 
capturing that only remaining 
boat mentioned in my instruc
tions, and had the boat moved 
around from under fire of the 
enemy and up Limestone Creek, 
where they were chopped up 
and burned.

Having destroyed certain

J



portions of the machinery of 
the mill referred to in my in
structions, and which I found 
to be in the service of the reb
els, grinding corn and sawing 
lumber to build boats, the com
mand was divided into three 
separate detachments, and, with 
instructions to concentrate at 
Huntsville, moved out by dif
ferent routes, leaving the rebels 
across the river still shoveling 
dirt, according to last accounts.

We had 1 man slightly 
wounded. No means of ascer
taining the loss, if any, of the 
enemy.

Arriving at Huntsville, the 
Fourth United States reported 
having captured on the way 5 
Confederate soldiers, 1 of them 
the notorious Captain Robison.

November 17, arrived in 
camp here about noon. The 
country from Whitesburg to 
Decatur is bottom lands, exceed
ingly rich, and in a high state of 
cultivation; the plantations very 
large, generally from 2,000 to 
4,000 acres each.

The crop of corn is enor

hogs, and sheep were in abun
dance as I passed through. 
Many who had their stock hid 
out or run across the river, had 
just had it returned or brought 
out, thinking the Yankees all out 
of the country.

As the result of the expedi
tion, we captured and destroyed 
9 ferryboats, 9 Confederate 
States soldiers, one (supposed 
to be) a captain, and one a ser
geant, and remounted the com
mand with from 150 to 200 fine 
mules and horses, with a loss of 
1 man slightly wounded.

In
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Respectfully, your most obe

dient servant.

J.MORRIS YOUNG,
Major, Commanding 

Expedition.

“If you get a spanking in 
school and I find out about it, 
you’ll get another one when 

you get home!”

What you DON’T hear 
anymore
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News from
1878

Deadly Family Feud
Mathias Jolly was shot 

and instantly killed by Sam 
Green last Wednesday night at 
Brown's Bend on the Tennessee 
River. The particulars so far as 
we were able to gather them 
from persons in the neighbor
hood are about as follows: It 
seems that Jolly and his wife, 
who is a sister of Green's, fell 
out about some trifling matter, 
when Jolly slapped her in the 
face. The wife told her brother 
what had happened, when he 

deliberately took down a rifle 
that was hanging in the boat, 
and when Jolly saw Green go for 
the gun he jumped off the boat 
to the shore and fled, but he had 
not gone more than 75 yards 
before Green fired and the ball 
went through Jolly, killing him 
instantly. All the parties lived on 
a trading boat on the Tennessee 
River, which was moored at the 
time to the bank of the river on 
the Limestone County side.

Poison Brandy
The supposed poisoning of 

a young man named Childers, 
in the lower end of Morgan 
County, has caused some ex
citement. The fact that he was 
at a grog-shop and, after taking 
a drink complained of feelins 

John’s Jungle Jyms

i vs 
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J08|iplme% Avenue 

837-4761
4

badly, went home and suddenly 
died, seems to have caused the 
belief that he was poisoned. 
We strongly doubt the correct
ness of this conclusion. The fact 
that the vendor of the brandy 
refused to test the brandy after
ward, by taking a drink mmself, 
does not change our opinion in 
the least.

African Princess
Died in Nashville, TN. this 

Thursday morning past, Abigail 
Robinson, an old colored wom
an well known in the commu
nity. She was reputed to have 
been more than 120 years old 
and the daughter of an African 
King who sold her into slavery 
at the tender age of 13 years old 
to a slaver
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APPOINTMENTS ENCOURAGED WALK-INS WELCOME
CANT MAKE IT DURING BRANCH HOURS? ARRANGE AN AFTER-HOURS APPOINTMENT

BRANCH LOCATION: WADDELL PLAZA SHOPPING CTR.
6290 UNIVERSITY DR. HUNTSVILLE, AL 35806 

(ACROSS FROM THE SUPER TARGET)
STORE HOURS: OPEN MON-SAT 9AM-5PM

STORE PHONE: 256.837.1104



News from the Year 1940
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Battle of ritain Raging
Luftwaffe pilots spoke 

of "an ocean of flames" over 
London, as German aerial bom
bardments have dumped tons 
of explosives on Britain in the 
last two months, killing thou
sands. Yet, British defenders 
have blasted many Nazi raiders. 
Despite incessant, merciless air 
attacks, the royal air force has 
downed over 1,200 Luftwaffe 
planes; only about 700 RAF craft 
have been picked from the sky 
in this "three phase," August- 
September German offensive, 
which is being called the battle 
of Britain.

At the height of the raids, 
on the 15th, London was terror
ized by waves of Nazi bombers. 
Much of the city has been seri
ously damaged. As a London 
correspondent reported after 
three days of constant attack: 
"Black columns of smoke are 
rising from many directions. 
The Germans are pounding 
and re-pounding their targets, 
reopening old wounds. Appar
ently, the Nazi war strategists 
have failed in their goal: to de
feat Great Britain in the air by 

destroying the RAF, and then 
to neutralize the mighty royal 
navy. Credit must be given to 
the spirited, stubborn English 
aerial defense.

Regardless of war objectives, 
many innocent people have per
ished, as the number of victims 
continues to climb. From Sept. 
7-30, during the heaviest air 
raids, British civilian casualties 
ranged from 300-600 lives lost 
and 1,000-3,000 persons injured 
daily .

German Explosive 
Drops on St. Paul's

The Germans demonstrated 
that nothing is sacred in war last 
night by dropping a bomb on 
St. Paul's Cathedral, destroying 
the high altar. The beloved land
mark was only one of 50 targets 
hit as more than 200 German 
planes swooped low to deliver 
their cargo of destruction on 
London. The bombs that hit 
St. Paul's however, missed the 
great dome and the cathedral 
still stands as a symbol of British 
resolve, battered but erect.

Roosevelt 
Promises 
50,000 Pilots

May 24. President Roos
evelt, in an effort to prepare for 
the worst— direct American 
involvement in the European 
conflict —has announced plans 
to train 50,000 volunteer air
plane pilots. The extensive 
training program will draw 
men from colleges, where the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority 
provides courses, from citizens 
who already have private air
plane licenses and from those 
who simply want to join.

w
IRET
SHOP. ... .

Guitar • Banjo
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction

309 Jordan Lane 

Huntsville, AL 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 
Fax: (256) 430-1081
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First Draft 
Number 
Drawn in U.S.

As a band played and planes 
flew overhead, the first number 
was drawn today in America's 
peacetime military draft lottery 
by Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson. The ceremony opened 
with a speech by President 
Roosevelt.

The bowl from which the 
numbers were drawn had 
proved to be too small to hold 
the 8,500 capsules and had to be 
enlarged by an expert from the 
Smithsonian Institution.

Anti-War 
Organizes in 
U.S.

Distraught over President 
Roosevelt's foreign policy of 
recent months, a group of isola
tionists has formed the America 
First Committee. Among its 
members are Charles Lind
bergh, Robert McCormick, pub
lisher of the Chicago Tribune, 
and a few senators.

The isolationists oppose U.S. 
intervention in the European 
war and have organized to pro
test, picket and parade for their 
cause. Most of them believe 
Roosevelt is secretly planning 
to involve this country.

Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & striping. We 
lots, handicap parking and

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357 
Office 881-8337

FCC Making 
Television Rules

Saying that commercial tele
vision service could begin by 
September, President Roosevelt 
today announced the Federal 
Communications Commission 
would delay start of the ser
vice so it could develop rules 
preventing any group from 
monopolizing the new medium. 
The difficulties standing in the 
way of commercial television 
should be resolved by the end 
of the summer, the president 
said. While television will put 
many people to work, financial 
experts say it will not have the 
impact of radio or automobiles 
on the nation's economy.

Chaplin War Satire: 
"Great Dictator"
Charlie Chaplin's film "The 

Great Dictator," now in release, 
is as disturbing as it is hilarious. 
Chaplin plays a dual role as a 
Jewish barber and Der Phooey, 
Adolf Hynkel. The barber is 
Chaplin's friendly tramp; Der 
Phooey is a boor who bats about 
a beachball globe of the world. 
Chaplin began the film only a 
few years ago, when fascism 
seemed to be just a lot of empty, 
bombastic posturing. The Nazi 
party has strongly protested the 
film and has refused to allow it 
into any country controlled by 
Germany.

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors

Five Points 
Hallmark Shop 

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

Lolita Glassware 
Ugly Dolls 

Switch Flops 
Jim Shore 

Archipelago Products 
Elegant Baby

(256) 534-5854
716 Pratt Avenue in

5 Points

Get rid of everything that 
isn’t useful, beautiful 

or joyful.

MARVIN bv drie 

WINDOWS
MADE TO ORDER 

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction 

Specialists 

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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The Dead Children's 
Playground

By Amber C. Saunders

Dead Children's Playground is a place clouded 
in mystery and lore. According to legend, children 
who have died more than a hundred years ago lin
ger there, while the retched spirit of their murderer 
remains veiled in the darkness. The steel blade in his 
hand glimmers on even the blackest of nights. He 
is waiting to reenact a bloody scene that has been 
repeating itself for over a century.

The playground itself seems harmless enough. 
Hidden amidst a ring of trees and a solid wall of 
natural rock formation, lies a secluded safe-haven for 
children and picnicking families. Two swing sets, a 
slide, and a seesaw with metal saddles atop it stand 
firmly on a circle of sand. The playground is almost 
ancient in its layout, like a Stonehenge for children, 
though its equipment seems almost new. Except for 
the occasional rustle of leaves of curious passer-by, 
the general atmosphere is as peaceful and quiet as a 
grave. It is hardly the type of place where one would 
expect to hear of a "haunting", though that is the 
reputation this place has acquired.

Teenagers of Madison County have come to view 
the playground as an unorthodox rite-of-passage, 
daring to go there on summer afternoons at twilight 
to see if the stories are accountable. Swings sway by 
unseen hands, phantom feet 
leave prints in the sand, and 
shadows of children float across 
the stones, or so it has been told. 
Some people say that on humid 
summer nights the death cries 
of little children can be heard 
reverberating off the rock.

In 1988, three teenage girls 
entered the playground just 
as the sun was setting for the 
day. They came in hopes that 
something out of the ordinary 
would happen. It did. Only a 
few short moments after enter
ing there was a change in their

<A
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“The sooner you fall behind, 
the more time you’ll have 

to catch up.” 

Steven Wright

surroundings. The air was deathly still and yet 
the swings began to move, slowly at first until 
they were at a steady pace, as if someone was 
on them. The wind began to blow violently in 

Jr T-,

STCvens
worldwide van lines

Murray Moving and Storage 
201 Green Cove Road 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

881-0661

We are a family owned and operated 
business for 50+ years. We take 
great pride in moving your household 
and know that each piece and box is 
valuable to you. We treat each house 
as if it were our own. The secret to our 
success is to do the job right the first 
time. Most of our customers are repeat 
customers.

Call for a free estimate.

881-0661 Jr

eete &nds by MJ LLC
me tie loose

you need to: Separate, divorce, or settle an estate; 
Downsize or move to a smaller house;

Clean out your garage or attic; 
Remodel; Organize your yard sale?

Let me clean out - pack up - sell off- donate 
Let me ease your mind by tying up your Loose Ends!

Visit us on the web at: looseendsbymj.com 
email: mjailor@looseendsbymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor (256) 658-2718

looseendsbymj.com
mailto:mjailor@looseendsbymj.com
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large circles around them, stir
ring the sand at their feet.

One of them claimed to have 
heard the sweet soft whisper of a 
child's voice. And then they saw 
something that burned a deep 
hot scar on their brain forever: 
the unmistakable figure of a 
man. He was standing stock-still 
on the rocks above them. His fig
ure was faint, almost a shadow, 
although he was standing in the 
sunlight. The girls did not stay 
long enough for "him" to make 
his identity known.

Another girl claims that 
when she was nine years old, her 
parents took her on an outing to 
Dead Children's Playground. 
She enjoyed the day, dining on

The American Revolution 
would have never 

happened with 
gun control.

ham sandwiches her mother 
brought from home and glid
ing down the slide into the safe 
open arms of her father. The 
day remains memorable to her, 
but for a different reason. Her 
mother and father had already 
turned their backs and were 
walking away when she felt a 
strange compulsion to glimpse 
behind her. She later swore 
that she had seen little kids in 

(Sitec 1969)

Guns &

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256) 353-2503

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair 
Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

"old-fashioned" clothing run
ning and skipping in the hot 
Alabama sun, even though the 
place was empty only minutes 
before.

Many people swear to have 
seen the infamous forms of 
children darting back and forth 
as if playing an unearthly game 
of hide-and-seek while casting 
their shadows upon the rock. A 
few people say that they have

J.C. Vaughn
President

Tackle Shop, Inc
1650 Jordan Lane

Huntsville, Al 35816
(256) 830-0761

LOVE ONE MILLION WAYS, INC
RELATIONSHIP CONSULTING

COMMUNICATION SKILLS - PRE-MARITAL - PASTORAL CARE - ROMANCE / INTIMACY 

ABUSE/NEGLECT - SELF ESTEEM

***How much is your Marriage worth to you?
***Are issues from your childhood or a previous relationship still haunting you?***As a married 
couple, has your intimate “flames” turned into a “flicker?” **Are you really ready to say “I do.” 
Help is here!.......please call today for “FREE” initial consultation! Each plan is individualized, 

based on your needs. Fees will be discussed at the time of your first visit.
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heard the diabolical laughter of 
a mad man.

The story of how these chil
dren became eternally trapped 
here is sad but not unfamiliar. 
According to local myth, the 
playground rests atop the tiny 
graves of babies who died 
sometime in the early 1900s 
(one has yet to give an exact 
date).

Supposedly, a wild eyed 
crazed man bent on the destruc
tion of the innocent, and some 
say in a alcohol induced rage, 
brutally ended the lives of three 
young children at play. His 
murder weapon of choice was 
a rusty knife, or ax depending 
on who is telling the tale. He 
crept silently onto the rocks and 
looked down over the children, 
studying them for almost an 
hour while plotting his next 
move. The children below con
tinued to play, unaware of the 
danger lurking just yards away. 
Eventually, he crept down the 
rock and in a fit of fury, silenced 
their laughter before fleeing the 
scene of the horrible crime.

By late afternoon, the par
ents of the children began to 
grow worried. One parent 
visited another, who talked 
to another and it 
was not long until 
they realized that 
none of their chil
dren had returned 
home that after
noon. Frantically 
they searched for 
their missing chil
dren, crying out 
their names in the 
darkening shad
ows of the late 
evening.

They were far 
too late. Night 
had fallen and the 
moon had cast an 
eerie glow before

the victims' parents discovered 
the grisly scene and the bod
ies of their offspring. In a fit of 
hysteria and desperation, the 
citizens, now turned angry mob, 
searched for the slayer. Their 
efforts were in vain. The mur
derer was never found.

Some locals say the mad man 
escaped to the next town while 
others say that he committed 
suicide after he realized what he 
had done.

Some people 
claim to have heard 
the voices of the 
parents, still calling 
for their children, 
almost a century 
after the gruesome 
murders.

Another popu
lar myth about 
Dead Children's 
Playground is just 
as mysterious, al
though not as chill
ing as one of a 
crazed killer. It was 
a normal and lovely 
spring morning in 
the early to middle 
1930s when a group 
of kids decided to 
go hiking in that

area. One of the kids got the 
idea to climb up high enough 
to look over the edge of the cliff 
and gaze at the spectacular view 
below.

Here is where the story gets 
a little hazy. No one knows what 
exactly happened. Some people 
say that the boy completed 
a successful suicide attempt. 
Others say that one of the other 
hikers purposely pushed the

Woman Found
Scrubbing the Floors.

Husband said she was on her hands and knees for days... 
Don’t let this happen to you. Buy an Oreck Orbiter today!

BRADY’S
Shoe Repair

Quality work 
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of shoes

7540 Mem. Pkwy. SW 
880-3032

center

Hurry in to your local Oreck store and 
get this multi-purpose floor machine 
for the low price of

ORECK ORBITER® MULTI-PURPOSE
FLOOR MACHINE: Scrubs, Mops, Waxes, 
Polishes, Sands, Refinishes, Strips, and 
Dry Cleans Carpet
FOR USE ON: Ceramic, Carpet, Wood and 
Laminate, Tile, Linoleum, Slate, Brick, 
and Cement
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upright
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I
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boy, although it is unknown as 
to why. Still others say that it 
was pure accident and that the 
boy fell without the assistance 
of anyone else. Regardless of 
what happened the result was 
the same. The boy plummeted 
to his certain death. Maybe it is 
his ghost that haunts the cliffs 
of Dead Children's Playground, 
warning others not to come too 
close.

The one thing all the stories 
have in common is the play
ground. Supposedly, when it 
was built the construction dis
turbed the souls of the children 
who had died there. According 
to legend the children are now 
supposed to spend eternity 
playing and laughing, while 
the murderer is condemned to 
wander the park reliving the 
horrors of his deed.

The greatest question is: are 

the stories true? Perhaps they 
were invented by high school 
seniors with the intent to fright
en lower classmen. Were they 
dreamed up because of the loca
tion? A nearby large cemetery 
can be viewed from the road. 
Venture there sometime and 
decide for yourself. The answers 
you seek could be right over the 
next cliff.

Just don't go there after 
dark, not for fear of ghosts but 
because it is closed to the public 
after nightfall and you may end 
up spending the night in jail.

“Some dog we had. 
We called him ‘Egypt” 

because he left a pyramid 
in every room.”

Rodney Dangerfield

How People Get Sick
from 1875 Publication

* Keeping late hours at night and 
sleeping too late in the morning.
* Eating too much and too fast, 

and swallowing poorly masticated
food.

* Keeping up a constant excite
ment and fretting the mind with

borrowed troubles.
‘Taking too much fluid during 

meals.
‘Neglecting to take sufficient 

exercise so as to keep the feet 
and hands warm.

* Starving the stomach to gratify 
a vain and foolish passion for

dress.
* Employing cheap doctors, and 
swallowing quack nostrums for

every imaginary ill.

TYPE 2 DIABETES

We are currently conducting a research study of an investigational 
medication for type 2 diabetes. If you are between the ages of 19 and 75 
years old and are currently taking metformin only for your diabetes, you 
may qualify to participate in this clinical research study.

Qualified participants may receive at no cost:
• Study-related medication
• Study-related laboratory testing
• Study-related ECGs and physical exams
• Glucometers and testing supplies

For more information, please call:

MEDICAL AFFILIATED
RESEARCH CENTER 

256-564-7175
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When I Was 
Young 
by Carly C. Vining

When I read a column in the Huntsville 
Times, long ago, written by Bill Easterling 
announcing the end of the light-green, 
returnable Coca Cola bottle, memories of 
my own life in the country began to stir.

I, too, tasted my first Coca Cola in 
a country store many years ago.

It was in this same store that I first 
saw a radio, and heard a broadcast of 
the Grand Ole Opry on a Saturday night. 
It was a battery radio with three tun
ing dials on the front and a horn type 
speaker that sat on top. A Philco, I think.

Childlike, I'd stop and gaze at the speaker. 
The music was so real and natural I'd wonder 
why I couldn't see the artists. It was a miracle 
to my small mind how music could be sent 
like that from one place to another. There 
wasn't much music in our lives in those days.

The Coca Cola box was just an ice
box with a sliding top. A chunk of ice 
inside and a lot of cold water. Ice was 
never plentiful in the country. It had to 
be brought from Huntsville twenty miles 
away. There was no delivery service either.

The Coca Colas were never cold, 
just cool. But they were so good!

Mr. Reynolds owned the general store, 
and stocked most of the things coun
try people needed. Everything from dry 
goods to hardware. But in those days of 
no electricity or refrigeration, 
meat and produce were limited. 
Most country people grew and 
preserved their own anyway.

Sometimes on Saturday 
night I'd help Mr. Reynolds' 
sons restock their peddling 
trucks. "Rolling Stores" they 
called them. Often I'd candle 
the eggs they had collected and 
place them in crates. Twelve

If a relationship has to 
be a secret, you shouldn’t 

be in it. 

dozen to the crate. They were then taken to 
Huntsville where they were sold or exchanged.

Candling eggs was easy and didn't require much 
skill. The candling device had a small light in it. An 
egg was placed in a slot and the light came on. If 
the egg was fresh it would be clear, if it had dark 
spots, or was completely dark, it was discarded.

Country folk were pretty honest in those 
days. Not many of them had money, so their pro-

MIMI
Medical Information Made Independently

Being faced with an emergency for yourself or a loved 
one is difficult and extremely stressful. Having to fill out 
medical forms or accurately answer medical questions 
can be challenging and overwhelming.

MIMI is an easy to read spreadsheet that organizes your 
medical history information - perfect for doctor visits or 
when you need it most!

- Your medications & dosages
- Your complete medical history
- Your known allergies and reactions
- Your current medical conditions
- Your emergency contact Information
- A blood pressure and glucose log
- Your preferred pharmacy information
- Your doctor’s contact information
- Your organ donor preference
- Any surgical procedures performed
- And Much Morel

MIMI is essential for everyone - 
Seniors - Caregivers - Families
Contact SACS formore information:

Julie Slayton - (256)684-3444
julie slayton@yahoo. com
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duce was about all they had to trade on.
After work we'd all sit around on nail kegs 

and listen to the Grand Ole Opry. My reward 
would be a Coca Cola, and I really enjoyed it!

In those years the store was lighted by gas
oline lamps. Compared to the kerosene lamps 
used in most country homes; they were great.

Gasoline lamps had a metal base; usually of 
brass. A small amount of gasoline was poured 
into the base which had a small, built-in com
pression pump, to force the gasoline upward 
to the twin mantles. There was a small valve 
in the stem to regulate the flow of gasoline 
and air. The mantles were lighted by a match.

The store's gasoline tank was under
ground just as they are today, but gaso
line was pumped by a hand pump into a 
round measure at the top of the pump. It 
was then drained into a car, or a can by a 
hose similar to the ones on modern pumps.

Later Mr. Reynolds installed a Delco gener
ator in a shed at the back of the store. This was a 
real revolution in lighting for the countryside.

The generator was powered by a Briggs 
& Stratton gasoline engine, and provided 
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32 volts of direct current to the entire place. 
At night the light on the front porch could 

be seen for miles shining through the darkness.

Mark Magnant
256-539-1084 UAH degree
mrmagnant@knology.net

Diagnosis and refresh of computers. Spyware & 
virus removal. Tutoring available. Senior . 
Discount Available. In-home consultation and 
flexible schedules.

Computer Problems?
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“Since 1958”

J. M. Yarbrough & Co., Inc.
Excavating & Asphalt Paving Contractors

256-837-5428

769 Harvest Road Harvest, AL 35749

ARE YOU A MAN WHO HAS ANY OF THE FOLLOWING URINARY 
SYMPTOMS CAUSED BY AN ENLARGED PROSTATE?

❖ Getting up multiple times during the night to urinate
❖ Weak or intermittent stream of urine
❖ Straining or waiting for the stream to start
❖ Sensation of not emptying your bladder completely
❖ Increased frequency or urgency of urination

We are conducting a research study to evaluate the safety and 
effects of an investigational drug on urinary tract symptoms 
related to an enlarged prostate gland.

To QUALIFY, YOU MUST:
-Be Male
-Be at least 45 years old
-Have had these symptoms for at least 6 months

For more information, please call:

MEDICAL AFFILIATED 
RESEARCH CENTER 

256-564-7175

mailto:mrmagnant@knology.net
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Facts You 
Can't Live 
Without 
Knowing

Q. Who was the first couple 
to be shown in bed together on 
prime time TV?

- Fred and Wilma Flintstone.
Q. What color was Coca- 

Cola originally?
- Green.
Q. What company prints 

more money every day than the 
US Treasury?

- Monopoly
Q. What state has the high

est percentage of people who 
walk to work?

- Alaska
Q. What is the cost of raising 

a medium-size dog to the age of 
eleven?

- $6,400
Q. What is the average num

ber of people airborne over the 
US any given hour?

- 61,000
Q. How old was the young

est pope?
-11 years old.
Q. What was the first novel 

ever written on a typewriter?
- Tom Sawyer.
Q. How old were the world's 

youngest parents?

- They were 8 and 9 and 
lived in China in 1910.

Q. How many people signed 
the Declaration of Indepen
dence on July 4th?

- Two, John Hancock and 
Charles Thomson. Most of the 
rest signed on August 2, but 
the last signature wasn't added 

until 5 years later.
Q. Half of all Americans live 

within 50 miles of what?
- Their birthplace.
Q. What do bulletproof 

vests, fire escapes, windshield 
wipers, and laser printers all 
have in common?

- All invented by women.

We Deliver to your Office or Home

3228 Bob Wallace Av. 533-7000
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Enchiladas - Taco - Burrito - Chalupa - Chile Relleno
With your choice of rice or beans or guacamole salad

www.MexicanExpressHuntsville.com
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FREE TACO with 
any $10.00 order 
and this coupon

L

1

http://www.MexicanExpressHuntsville.com


The Florida 
Short Route

In 1919, the automobile age 
was still in its infancy and most 
roads were literally dirt paths 
but already tourists were mak
ing the long drive to Florida. 
For many Northerners the most 
direct route was thru Hunts
ville. Despite the fact that the 
roads were horrible, there were 
no road signs and few gas sta
tions, the city fathers decided to 
promote the route in an effort to 
draw tourist dollars to the city.

Thousands of maps and bro
chures were printed and distrib
uted, advertising the route thru 
Huntsville as the "Florida Short 
Route." The brochures, along 
with providing directions, were 
full of traveling tips such as "Do 
not attempt this road during wet 
weather - wait for at least three 
hours of full sunshine," and "a 
person skilled in automobile 
repair may be found at black
smith shop at mile 73.8. If he is 
not there, inquire at the general 
store next door or the nearby 
church as he is frequently at 
both."

Below are directions 
from Huntsville to Gadsden. 
Although the distance was only 
84 miles, motorists were advised 
to allow 31/2 hours for the trip 
- in fair weather.

Huntsville - Court House on 
left, First National Bank Build
ing on right, Jog straight ahead 
South on macadam pike.

Mile 5.8 - Lily Flagg - Cross 
RR track; straight thru four cor-

“You know you’re getting 
older when you use more 

4-letter words -
‘What?’...’When?’”

Linda Drake, Huntsville 

ners; straight thru at 9.7.
Mile 11 - Whitesburg - 

The Tennessee River, bear left 
around store house. (Caution) 
Do not cross river at Ferry lo
cated just around curve to right. 
Turn right over iron and wood 
bridge following road straight 
ahead with poles. Cross wood 
and iron bridge at 12.4 then bear 
right over winding road. Cross 
RR then pass church at 13.9.

Mile 14.6 - Hobbs Island 
-Station on right; straight thru, 
following gravel road and poles. 
Pass church on right at 16. Pass 
school house on right at 16.6. 
Cross wood and iron bridge at 
18.1. Sharp turn to right at 19.1, 
straight ahead; keep to right at
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20.7, keep to right at 21. Church 
on right at 21.4. Straight ahead 
and turn right at 24.4.

Mile 24.6 - New Hope - Post 
Office on left. Straight thru; bear 
left with poles at 24.8. Bear left 
at 25.4. Cross iron and wood 
bridge at 26.2. Keep straight 
ahead at 27.2. Old school house 
on right at 28.4. Church on left 
at 29. Keep straight ahead with 
travel at 29.4. Cross culvert and 
bear left at 30. Mile 32.1 - Cotton- 
ville - Store on left, straight thru; 
Fork; take left at 32.7. Church 
on left at 33. Cross two wood 
culverts at 34.4 Go over long 
winding hill at 36-2. Sharp turn 
to right at 37.6. School house on 
left at 38.7.
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Mile 42.8 - Bear right down 
hill to Tennessee River Ferry; 
cross here to Guntersville; ferry 
runs day and night. Necessary 
to call for ferry at night as it 
anchors during the night on 
the Guntersville side. Two large 
gasoline power ferries each 
handling five cars. Toll $1.00. 
Go straight out from ferry. Four- 
corners; turn right.

Mile 44 - Guntersville - four- 
corners; Courthouse on left; 
straight thru. Brick church on 
left at 44.1. Pass watering trough 
in middle of road, at 45.5. Go 
thru covered bridge at 46.4. 
Go up winding road to Sand 
Mountain.

Mile 48.3 - Top of Mountain. 
Irregular four-corners; bear left 
thru covered bridge at 51.7. Go 
thru bridge again at 52.4. Pass 
Cemetery on left.

Mile 54.4 - Albertville - Four- 
corners; straight thru. Cross RR 
station on right at 51.7. Forks 
keep right at 56 2. Cross iron 
bridge at 58.8. Cross RR at 60.

Mile 62 - Boaz - Straight 
thru; Post Office on right. Pass 
church on right; thru covered 
bridge. Forks; take left. Cross 
RR. Church and school house 
on right at 65.8.

Mile 68 - Descend long 
winding road with wide sweep
ing curves. At bottom of moun
tain cross iron bridge and bear 
left and then right over another 
mountain at 76.2. Four-corners; 
straight thru at 78.3. Turn left, 
RR on right at 78.4.

Mile 78.7 - Attalla - Bank on 
left; Four-corners; straight thru

“I was taking my parakeet 
to the vet when he got 

loose in the car. Next thing 
I saw was his rear end 

and there was a crash.’”

Seen on Arab accident 
report 

with trolley, crossing RR. Keep 
straight up hill at 78.9. Cross 
concrete bridge at 79.6. Cross 
RR at 80.

Mile 81.3 - Alabama City 
-Post Office on right; cross RR

For Your Special Events
CALL JIM: 256-683-8284

KARAOKE

Cunningham’s Bargain Furniture
Shabby Chic Living room pieces
Lamps Desks
Patio Furniture Dressers & small tables
Stone Garden decor Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at 
Bargain Basement Prices!

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
Greg Slinkard

111 Benson Circle
Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020
Cell (256) 653-1703
Fax (256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bellsouth.net

Your Woodcraft Specialist
Beautiful, Unique cabinets made to order

visit us at www.slinkardwoodcraft.com

and follow trolley. Cross con
crete bridge. Forks; take left at 
82.2. Gadsden - Court House 
on left.

mailto:slin3305@bellsouth.net
http://www.slinkardwoodcraft.com
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Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 

building and featuring over 80 dealers

Whether you are looking for antiques, the 
perfect gift, or the right picture to hang on a 
wall - you will find all of them at Railroad 
Station Antiques. Located Downtown 
at 315 Jefferson at the corner of Monroe 
across from the Roundhouse.

Books at Shaver’s include:

You'll find New, Autographed 

Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books 

including topics such as:

Alabama Grand Ole Opry
Antiques Kathryn T. Windham
Architecture Local Authors
Art Madison County
Aviation Poetry
Cemeteries Railroads
Children Southern Literature
Civil War Space
Cotton Mills Sports
Decorative Leather Tennessee
First Editions Tennessee Valley
Fishing & Hunting Theology
Genealogy World War II

Shaver’s
Top 10 Books of Local & 

Regional Interest

1. The Farm in Jones Valley by 
Ray Jones $18.95

2. Glimpses of Huntsville 
in the 1950s by “Riverboat John” 
Ferguson $18.95

3. Huntsville Air and Space:
A History in Photographs
by Gary Wicks $21.99

4. Huntsville in Vintage Post
cards by Alan C. Wright $19.00

5. When Spirits Walk: Madison 
County Ghost Stories $16.95

6. Murder in the Heart of Dixie 
by Fred Simpson (limited supply) 
Special price $18.00

7. Historic Photos of Huntsville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

8. 52 Weekends in the Tennes
see Valley. ($24.95) Special Price 
$15

9. Fall Flight in Alabama: 
Waterfowling the Tennessee River 
Valley $39.95

10. Southern Turkey Hunting: A 
Family Affair by Ray Jones $15.00

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net

mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

