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Personal
Affair

W
hat does a man do 
when he sees his 
fourteen year old 
daughter beaten by her hus

band? Does he turn his cheek 
after watching his home 
burned to the ground?

For a quiet unassuming man 
like Robert Gilliam, there was 
only one choice and by the time 
he finished, the people of 
Huntsville would be much 
wiser.

Also in this issue: The Black Widow of Hazel Green
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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A Personal 
Affair

His name was Robert E. Lee 
Gilliam but most people sim
ply called him "Gilliam, or 'ol 
man Gilliam." He was aged be
yond his years, a product of a 
hard scrabble life and trying to 
eke out a living on a few acres 
of sun baked red clay that never 
seemed to produce enough to 
keep body and soul together.

Being a truck farmer was 
not the life Gilliam had chosen 
originally. He had worked most 
of his life at a saw mill near 
Gurley until an accident left his 
right leg crippled. Unable to find 
other work, he worked as a 
sharecropper for a time before 
the landlord told him he was 
letting another man, an able- 
bodied man, take over the farm.

The next several years saw 
Gilliam moving from farm to 
farm, each one poorer than the 
one he had left previously until 
finally he ended up, in 1943, on 
a small tract of land near Win
chester Road. The land was a 
virtual rock pile, overgrown with 
no water supply, and with a di
lapidated old house that prob
ably should have fallen down 
years ago.

Regardless, Gilliam, with 
his wife and three children, 
made the best out of a bad situ
ation. Soon they had several 
acres cleared and were growing 
tomatoes, squash and other veg
etables. These he peddled from 
door to door in an ancient pick
up truck he had patched together 
from parts salvaged from junk 
yards and trash heaps. On 
weekends, while he worked his 
route, his wife and children 
would spend the day at the 
Farmers' Market selling the pro
duce to Huntsville housewives 
who flocked to the stalls in 
search of bargains on fresh veg
etables.

Gilliam's family, to use a cli
che, was his pride and joy. His 
wife, quiet spoken and with jet 
black hair that belied her Indian 
heritage, was a perfect 
helpmate, spending long days 
toiling in the fields beside him 
and then going home to cook 
dinner with never a whisper of 
complaint. The youngest two 
children, both boys, were still 
too young to be of much help, 
but their daughter Lucy, who at 
fourteen was already turning 
into a striking young lady, 
helped her mother sell produce 
at the market. Many people, cap
tivated by the young girl's exotic 
beauty and quiet charm, became 
regular customers.

The summer of 1946 was an
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especially hot and dry one. Al
most three months had passed 
with no measurable rainfall and 
small gardens that had always 
produced a bountiful harvest 
began drying up. Gilliam had 
always hauled water from a 
nearby spring for cooking and 
washing but his work load was 
increased dramatically when he 
was forced to begin hauling wa
ter for the parched fields.

Every day, and often three or 
four times a day, he would drive 
his truck to the nearby spring 
where he filled large containers 
with water. Returning to his gar
den he would use a gourd to 
pour a certain amount around 
each thirsty and wilting plant. 
The work was backbreaking, 
and with the sun seemingly get
ting hotter every day, it soon 
became apparent that something 
else had to be done.

Calling his family together 
one afternoon, Gilliam an
nounced a change in the family's 
routine. He was going to dig a 
well. His wife would drive the 
truck on the route each week
end and Lucy would work at the 
market by herself. The two boys 
would remain at home with 
him, helping haul dirt from the 
proposed well. Gilliam figured 
a week, maybe two, would be 
enough to complete the job.

Though at first the Job went 
well, with the dry, red clay yield
ing easily to the pick and shovel, 

Dehaan Gates 
Owner / Manager

In 1939 Huntsville was recov
ering from the Great Depression. 
Money was hard to come by and 
people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable 
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

68 Years At Same Location!
MX MME*  11 im rn uffP

I-------  534-1221 615 Min or Str., N.E.-------------

a few feet down he began to en
counter rock. Even the most 
casual observer surely realized 
it was going to take much longer 
than planned. Gilliam, however, 
was not a man to give up easily. 
Every Saturday morning he 
would help load the truck with 
produce and then return to what 
many people had already 
dubbed his "rock hole."

For Lucy, however, it was 
exciting times. Her mother 
would drop her off early at the 
market where she would spend 
the day selling produce and talk
ing to the other people who 
worked there. Every day seemed 
like another adventure to the 
impressionable fourteen year 
old girl. Probably even more 
exciting were the young men who 
visited the market to flirt with 
her. Without the stern looks of 
her mother to warn them off, 
there was a constant stream of 
young Gallahads vying for her 
attention.

One of the men who noticed 
her was William Roberts. No 
one disputed the fact that Rob
erts was a good looking man, 
well dressed and with a line of 
blarney that could charm even 
the most doubtful person. It 
was the other things about him, 
though, that made people whis
per. Some people claimed he 
had been married before, al
though no one was sure what 
had happened to Mrs. Roberts.

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT
C® THAI GARDEN
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Closed Sundays
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Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

534-0781



Old HlllltSVillC Page 5

Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women & 
Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.

St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital

ALSAC • Danny Thomas, Founder 
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He was also rumored to be in
volved in gambling and was a 
well-known supplier of bootleg 
whiskey to the G.I.'s at Hunts
ville Arsenal. Other people 
claimed he had a violent tem
per and was involved in many 
fights, some of which he re
solved with the gun he always 
carried.

Perhaps the thing he was 
best known for however, was the 
"Clip Joint." Some time earlier 
he had acquired a semi-truck 
with a 32 foot trailer. On pay 
days at the Arsenal he would 
park the trailer close to the 
gates, and with the help of ac
complices, would lure soldiers 
into the trailer where he had 
crooked dice tables set up. The 
trailer had originally been 
owned by C & J trucking but 
local wags, after noticing the 
faded lettering, quickly dubbed 
it the "Clip Joint."

Everyone was surprised 
when Roberts began paying at
tention to Lucy. Not only was 
she still a child, she was totally 
different from the hard drink
ing, carousing women he nor
mally hung out with in the road 
houses and gambling joints.

For the first several weeks 
it was merely an innocent flir
tation, with Roberts stopping by 
the produce stall to tease the 
young girl. Lucy had already 
heard of his reputation...... but
he was so good looking. She was 
also careful not to mention any
thing about him to her father 
whom she knew would not ap

prove.
When Roberts appeared at 

the market one day and pro
posed that Lucy go for a ride 
with him she hesitated, explain
ing that she could not afford to 
miss any potential customers.

"How much do you make a 
day?" asked Roberts.

"Three or four dollars, if I'm 
lucky," replied Lucy.

Roberts quickly ended the 
conversation by laying a five 
dollar bill on the counter.

A pattern soon evolved. Lucy 
would work at the produce 
stand every Saturday until lunch 
time when Roberts would pick 
up her. Lucy was always insis
tent on being back at the mar
ket before 6:00 when her mother 
arrived to take her home.

Gilliam, preoccupied with 
digging the well and trying to 
support his family, had no idea 
of the courtship until one after
noon, about the time school let 
out, when Roberts and Lucy 
drove up.

Gilliam paused, laying the 
shovel aside, as he watched the 
couple walk toward him. He 
knew something was going on, 
Lucy was dressed in different 
clothes than the ones she wore 
to school that morning.

"Pa, we got married today."

Some people who move just 
to get in a better neighbor
hood often improve the one 

they left.

Ken Jacobs
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Gilliam, stunned by the un

expected events, stood silently 
as Lucy explained how Roberts 
had met her at school that 
morning and they had driven 
across the state line where they 
found a justice of the peace who 
had agreed to marry them.

By this time the rest of the 
family had gathered around Lucy 
wanting to hear every detail. 
Roberts, not caring much for the 
emotions of the moment, wan
dered over to the well Gilliam 
had been working on.

Gilliam, sensing the need to 
say something to Roberts but 
not knowing what, walked over 
to the well with him. Finally, 
after what seemed like an eter
nity, he asked, 'You going to take 
care of her?" It was as much of 
a statement as it was a ques
tion.

"Get serious, old man," 
Roberts replied in an almost 
sarcastic manner. Then almost 
as an afterthought added, "You 
still working on this rock hole? 
The rains are going to come 
soon and you won't need it."

Gilliam, surprised at the 
sarcasm from his daughter's 
new husband, was at a loss for 

words. After a few moments of 
awkward hesitation he replied, 
"May as well finish it, might 
come in handy some day."

That evening, after the couple 
had left, Gilliam sat on the 
porch smoking his pipe, think
ing about the day's events. If he 
had his druthers, none of it 
would have ever happened. "But 
still, Lucy was almost a grown 
woman. Her mother was only 
15 when I married her and it 
worked out well. Maybe that boy 
will take care of her and every
thing will be all right."

Left unsaid, but in the back 
of his mind, was the realization 
that poor people just naturally 
married young. With no educa
tion, no money and no hope for 
a future, the only thing a girl 
had to look forward to was get
ting married.

The first sign of trouble 
came several weeks later, on a 
Sunday afternoon, when Gilliam 
and his wife stopped by to visit 
Lucy at her new home. Although 
Roberts was supposedly mak
ing good money from his vari
ous illegal enterprises, little if 
any of it went home with him. 
Most of it went to gambling and

•Brimo
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drinking. The house where they 
resided, in Dallas Village, was 
actually a bootleg joint owned 
by someone else but the person 
owed Roberts money and had 
agreed to let the couple live in 
the front part rent free while he 
continued bootlegging in the 
back.

Lucy was thrilled to see her 
parents, even in such shabby 
surroundings. "This is just tem
porary," she explained apologeti
cally. "We're going to get us a big 
house just as soon as he gets 
on his feet."

Even though it was almost 
three in the afternoon Roberts 
was still in bed. "He had some 
business to take care of last 
night and didn’t get in until late."

Perhaps wakened by the 
sound of voices, Roberts stag
gered groggily into the room 
where he dropped heavily into a 
chair. From his looks it was 
apparent that he was still suf
fering the effects from the pre
vious night's "business." Ignor
ing Gilliam, Roberts ..abruptly 
ordered Lucy to get him some
thing to eat. When she didn't 
respond immediately, Roberts 
grabbed her arm and shoved her 
roughly toward the kitchen with 
the admonition to "make sure 
it's fit to eat"

Noticing Gilliam sitting in 
the corner of the room. Rob
erts explained sarcastically, 
"We've still got some kinks to 
work out but she'll learn."

With Lucy no longer helping 
her family, Gilliam returned to 
driving his produce route every

InterSouth 
properties
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Saturday while his wife worked 
at the market. Still, he contin
ued digging the well, even if only 
for an hour or two a week. He 
had struck solid rock and 
progress was measured in 
inches as he laboriously chis
eled at it with a hammer and 
crowbar.

The family, knowing Roberts 
didn't care for their company, 
stopped visiting Lucy at her 
house. Instead, several times a 
month, she would walk the 5 
or 6 miles 'to her parents' home 
where she would spend the day. 
When it came time to return 
home, Gilliam would drive her, 
letting her out about a block 
down the street. "My husband 
doesn't want me to take any fa-
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County (new edition with a 
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson 
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nessee Valley by Charles & Daniel 
Frew 24.95
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Hurricane Creek by Joe Floyd 
Broyles $12.95
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10. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s 
Famous Cow by Doris Gilbreath 
$13.95
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vors from anyone and if he sees 
me taking a ride from someone 
he might get upset."

Despite the many warning 
signs, Gilliam held his peace. 
Possibly he was hoping that time 
would work matters out. Most 
likely however, he was a prod
uct of his time, a culture where 
no one interfered in another 
person’s marriage and where di
vorce was unspeakable. Never in 
the history of the Gilliam fam
ily had a couple even separated, 
much less divorced. Making 
matters even worse was the fact 
that most people considered a 
divorced woman little better 
then a "lady of the night."

Lucy's visits became less fre
quent, but when she did visit 
there would often be signs of 
bruises on her arms and neck. 
"Just an accident," she would 
explain. "I bumped into some
thing." One hot sweltering day 
she showed up wearing a long 
sleeved flannel shirt. When her 
mother insisted, Lucy rolled the 
sleeves up revealing dark ugly 
bruises. There were even more 
bruises on her back and legs.

"It was my fault," explained 
Lucy while wiping tears from 
her eyes. "I made him upset and 
I shouldn't have."

Her mother called Gilliam 
into the room and explained 
what happened. After examining 
the bruises himself, he stood 
silent for a long time looking at 
his wife and daughter, trying in 
his mind to verbalize the words 
he had been putting off for so 
long.

"You don't have to go back," 
he finally said. "We'll go to the 
courthouse and get papers."

The words stunned Lucy and 
her mother. They both realized 
how hard it was for Gilliam to

“Grandma’s are just Moms 
with lots of frosting.”

Evan Troup, age 4 

accept a divorce in the family.
The decision was made by 

Lucy. "Things will get better, I 
Just know they will and he's ex
pecting me to have dinner on the 
table so I have to go."

That evening Gilliam worked 
in the well. Long after the sun 
had gone down he continued 
pounding the hard rock with a 
vengeance he had never known 
before. He was no longer crush
ing simple rocks, he was crush
ing his helplessness and despair 
with a cold rage for which he 
knew there was no outlet.

The next morning Gilliam 
drove into Huntsville to talk to 
Sheriff Blakemore. His second 
cousin's oldest daughter was 
married to the sheriff and though 
Gilliam didn't consider him a 
close friend, they had what he 
called a "passable" relationship.

After listening to Gilliam's
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account of the bruises, the sher
iff had but one question. "Will 
she swear out a warrant?"

"I don't think so," replied 
Gilliam.

"There ain't nothing I can do 
then. It's all up to her."

Never-the-less, that after
noon the sheriff stopped by to 
talk with Roberts. Though he 
had no legal basis for the visit, 
he was undoubtedly hoping a 
bluff, or a threat, might accom
plish the same thing.

Roberts merely listened to 
the sheriff with thinly disguised 
contempt and then ordered him 
off the property. "You ain t got 
no right meddling in peoples' 
marriages," he shouted. "This is 
a private matter!"

Several days later Gilliam 
and his family had just sat down

“If money can’t buy you 
happiness it is because you 
are not shopping in the right 

store.”
Diane Foster

Audra Wilson
Melissa Steelman

Sue Kircher
Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr.
(corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002
SANDERS

1215 Jordan Lane 837-6072

at the supper table and were 
about to say the blessing when 
a neighbor stopped by to say he 
had seen Lucy at the hospital. 
He had been visiting a relative, 
he explained, and just as he was 
leaving, he saw Lucy being 
treated by a doctor. "I think she's 
got a broken arm because I saw 
them putting a cast on it."

1112 6th Avenue, SE 
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256) 353-2503
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Gilliam said nothing but the 
look of rage on his face made 
his intent clear. He had just 
reached for his coat and was 
about to walk out the door when 
his wife ordered him to sit back 
down first. "We are going to say 
the blessing first and then you 
can go do what you have to do."

Gilliam rushed to the hos-
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Tackle Shop, Inc
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pital where the nurses told him 
that Lucy had been taken away 
by her husband. Next he drove 
to their house but even from a 
distance it was evident that it 
was vacant. The only other place 
he could think of was the "Clip 
Joint." He had never been there 
but had heard the rumors of the 
crooked dice games Roberts ran 
from the trailer.

Even from several hundred 
feet away Gilliam knew he was 
at the right place by'the loud 
music and profanity piercing the 
night air. Entering the trailer he 
immediately saw Lucy sitting in 
a corner. Her arm was in a cast, 
and her hair hung limply across 
her face. On her right cheek was 
a bruise that was just starting 
to turn a dark purple. "Come 
on," Gilliam said. "We're going 
home."

Roberts had been on his 
knees in the back of the trailer 
shooting dice when he noticed 
the old man. Springing to his 
feet he ordered, "Leave her be. 
This is a private thing between 
her and me!"

Gilliam paused for a brief 
second, eyeing all the men in the 
trailer before letting his gaze rest 
on Roberts. "Boy, I ought to kill

Antiques are the things we 
threw away so our grand

children can spend a lot of 
money to buy them. 

you right now but I'm not going 
to. I'm going to take my daugh
ter home and you can go on 
about whatever you do. Just 
don't never let me see you again." 

Something about the un
armed old crippled man; some
thing more than the barely con
trolled wrath in his voice caused 
the men in the trailer to freeze 
in their footsteps as they 
watched him escort his daugh
ter out.

If Gilliam had hoped that 
would be the end of it, he was 
sadly mistaken. In the morning's 
early hours, before the sun 
came up, the family was awak
ened by the sound of an auto
mobile and loud cursing. 
Gilliam quickly grabbed his 
overall^ and started for the front 
door when he was startled by 
the sound of breaking glass, fol
lowed almost instantly by a wall 
of flames.

Even with all the noise and 
confusion of the inferno, the 
whole family swore they heard

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color
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Roberts laughing as the car drove away.

Although no one was hurt in "No one, absolutely 
no one, crosses me and gets away with it," he boasted.

Most of the patrons, however, tried to ignore Rob
erts. The incidents of the past few days had disgusted 
them. Probably what bothered them the most, though 
no one would say it out loud, was the fact that they 
had let it happen without doing anything.

Suddenly the whole place got quiet as people fo
cused on a solitary figure standing in the doorway, 
holding a shotgun leveled at Roberts. Some people 
said it was 'ol man Gilliam, but other people, prob
ably wiser, said there was no resemblance.

Without saying a word, letting the motions of his 
gun give the orders, the figure directed Roberts out
side. A backward glanced insured that no one would 
follow.

Some people claimed to have heard a gunshot 
moments later. Others, perhaps wiser, insisted it was 
just a car backfiring.

Much later, when the bar patrons finally ventured 
outside, there was no sign of Gilliam or Roberts. 
Although some people later remembered a pool of 
blood in the gravel parking lot, they insisted it was 
from a stray dog that had been run over.

By the next morning almost everyone in Hunts
ville had heard of the evening's strange events. Neigh
bors of Gilliam, embarrassed from not going to his 
aid, drove by the burned out homestead. The place
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looked much the same as it had the day before 
with personal belongings scattered across the 
yard and partially burnt timbers swaying in the 
wind. There was no sign of Gilliam though.

The only sign that someone had been there 
since the day before was the well. It had been 
completely filled up, with a mound of dirt 
rounded off on top, almost like a....

Roberts was never seen again. Some people 
in Huntsville, perhaps a lot wiser than most, 
said he probably left town suddenly due to "un
expected business."

A person would almost have to be a native 
Huntsvillian, with roots going back many gen
erations, to understand how people suddenly 
"forgot" the whole affair. Possibly they felt, as 
Sheriff Blakemore was later quoted saying, "It 
was a personal affair.”

Lady Swallows Snake
From 1913 newspaper
Miss Mamie Nolan, of Holmes Ave., has been 

in the habit of drinking water 
directly from the aqueduct by 
putting tier mouth to the tap. 
She will not do it anymore, how
ever, for she had an experience 
today that showed her the folly 
of such a course.

While she was drinking, a 
water snake about ten inches 
long passed through the faucet, 
and went halfway down her 
throat.

She could not yell, but she 
managed to attract attention by 
throwing herself down on the 
floor and kicking. The snake
was pulled from her throat, and 
she fully recovered from her 
fright in an hour, but her throat 
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C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

www.rocketcityfru.org

OFFICE HOURS.
Monday. Tuesday, Thursday, 

8:00 a.m. “5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

8:00 a.m. - Noon

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

tak MMker wmum mramd to UW.000

® ®NCUA
ft, Mkwmwuw HatUMJ I >«M I IMm AtenMnm*

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner 
Ph. (256) 536-0262 

912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

Alabama
Coin & Silver i

t/te, 
is

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!

883-0187
4800 Whitesburq Drive

533-7599
800 Hoimes Ave. Five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Someof the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

http://www.rocketcityfru.org


Old Huntsville Page 14

Scandal In 
A Small 
Town

When John C. and Emetine 
were married on Christmas 
Eve, 1829, no one would have 
predicted the unhappy and 
scandalous end their union 
would see. Emeline was many 
years younger than John - a 
prosperous and distinguished 
land owner - a steady man who 
boasted about the fact that he 
had come to Huntsville with his 
parents in 1807, the year it was 
founded. He was the ideal hus
band for the young Emeline, or 
so everyone thought.

Emeline was barely 15 
when they married, and was 
lighthearted and girlish. She 
possessed a trim figure and an 
extremely romantic and imagi
native mind. In this last char
acteristic, she and her husband 
were totally different.

The couple were married in 
Courtland and moved to 
Huntsville after the wedding. 
They began their married life 
in the home of his mother, 
about a mile or so outside of 
Huntsville.

They lived with John's two 
sisters older ladies who had 
never married. Both spinsters 
took an immediate liking to the 
bright and flirtatious young 
woman and the three soon be
came good friends.

When his mother died in 
1831, John and Emeline moved 
to the brick home that stood 
at the corner of Greene and 
Randolph, where the business 
of John Cockerham was once 
located.

On August 9, 1836 the 
trouble really began. There was 
a high board fence that sur
rounded the home, and on that 

day a handbill was dropped over 
it. It announced that a certain 
Henry Riley, "state manager of 
many of the principal theaters 
in the Union," would present an 
entertainment consisting of reci
tations, imitations and songs.

This handbill was found in 
the garden by Emeline's favor
ite Negro girl, Ann, and plans 
were made to attend. John, how
ever, was not a theater-goer and 
chose to stay home that night 
and read. So Emeline, with an
ticipation of a good time, set off 
for the event with her Ann.

The entertainment was to be 
held on the lot directly across 
Lincoln street from the Jewish 
synagogue, diagonally across the 
block from her home.

Arriving at the theater, 
Emeline went directly to the 
choice seats always reserved for 
the ladies at the front. The first 
act was horribly boring to 
Emeline, and she fidgeted badly. 
But the second act was one she 
would remember forever.

When Henry Riley first en-
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tered the stage, Emetine was struck. Here 
was her ideal of a man. He began to give 
his imitations of "celebrated" perform
ers. His glance fell often on Emeline, as 
she was sitting in the very front row and 
looking absolutely beautiful and flushed. 
Henry was quite intrigued by the young 
and lively girl. The packed house all 
seemed to be aware of the intense feeling 
between the girl on the front row and the 
handsome actor.

In a few days a note from Emeline 
came to Henry, brought by the servant 
girl. He didn't respond, as he had asked 
a few questions of the tavern owner and 
had found out that Emeline was married 
to quite a powerful man in the commu
nity.

Another note was delivered in two 
days.

"Henry, if you will come down to the 
theater this evening, I will go there and 
tell you where you may see me. Let no 
one know of this, not for your life. Mr. 
C. is in the country, I am all alone. Your 
Emeline."

In no time this innocent flirtation ex
ploded into a full-blown affair. Almost 
everyone in town was talking about it by 
now, except for John. Gossip followed 
them where ever they went. Emeline tried 
to ignore it. She thought of Henry every 
waking moment. Even though she was 
acting cheerful and as if nothing both
ered her, her heart felt desolate. Emeline 
wrote in her diary every day. She was in
fatuated with Henry. "My heart wanders 
like a drop from the ocean which cannot 
meet its kindred drop, like a voice which 
in all Nature finds no echo. Keep that 
ring I sent you in remembrance of me. 
One who loves you. Farewell. Farewell."

A few days later, Henry met Emeline
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again in the garden behind her 
home. Her yard adjoined the lot 
that the theater was located on 
and there was a fence between 
the two lots. She slipped out in 
the dark, muggy night and met 
Henry. They spent more time 
together than they had planned, 
talking in whispers. When they 
separated and Emeline ran to
ward the house, John stepped 
out the back door, anger cloud
ing his face.

For several weeks John had 
ignored the whispers and gos
sip he had heard around him. 
But before he could stop, he 
found himself accusing Emeline 
of meeting someone in the dark. 
She remained silent, He de
manded to know where she had 
been for so long. Once inside 
the house, John shook her vio
lently and yelled all kinds of 
accusations at her. He demanded 
answers, but Emeline remained 
strangely quiet. John hated him
self for losing complete control, 
but couldn't help it.

Hours later, unable to sleep, 
Emeline was torn between loy
alty to John and love for Henry. 
She thought of telling John ev
erything - they had not been get
ting along at all recently and she 
knew how unhappy he was. But 
she knew if she told John he 
would kill Henry. Her eyes fi
nally closed in troubled sleep, 
her face wet with tears.

On September 19 the actor 
prepared to depart. His play was 
nearing its end when the servant 

girl brought him another note. 
It said that Emeline's husband 
had missed a favorite picture of 
her - the one that Emeline had 
given to Henry on one of their 
favorite nights together. She had 
to get it back, and in the note 
told him not to write her again.

The last few weeks had been 
the happiest Emeline had ever 
known. Henry adored her, would 
recite poetry to her that he had 
written himself. She felt like a 
girl again, wonderful and with
out a care. When they touched 
it was the most delicious feel
ing she had ever felt. She wanted 
to leave everything and run away 
with Henry, but knew that John 
would never permit them to have 
a happy life together.

She didn't hear from Henry 
for some time. He was now in 
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Tuscumbia. Emeline missed 
him terribly and wrote, "Come 
to Huntsville to see me. I was 
once a bright jewel but you have 
robbed me of its luster."

John was hoping their life 
could again be what it was dur
ing the first few years of their 
marriage. Since August he had 
been anything but a happy man. 
When his mind was not on the 
severe problems he had in his 
business, he brooded often 
about the ugly and malicious 
rumors about his wife which 
had originated among the Ne
groes. Disturbing tales had been 
brought to him directly by his 
sisters, who by now had had a 
falling out with Emeline. 
Emeline and John's relationship 
had continued to improve 
slightly, however, even though 

4,
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she had changed and was not 
the happy and light-hearted girl 
she used to be. John noticed 
that she was cool to him, and 
spent much time looking out on 
the garden. She never kissed 
him now.

A familiar face emerged 
around the middle of December 
- that of Henry Riley. Rumors 
traveled rapidly - why was he 
here, without his theatrical 
company, unannounced, and 
without any business? Then 
around 2 o'clock on the after
noon of December 19, two men 
"minding their own business" 
saw Riley approaching along 
Randolph, from the direction of 
the square.

As the actor passed 
Emeline's home, the two men 
saw the blinds of a window in 
the second story cautiously open 
and a piece of paper dropped to 
Riley's feet. He hastily looked 
around him, picked up the pa
per and quickly walked back 
toward the courthouse.

The two men could not keep 
information of this type to them
selves, so they quickly went to 
the office of their friend, attor
ney James W. McClung and told 
him what they had seen. 
McClung was a friend of John 
C.'s, so he immediately rushed 
to the land office with the story. 
After hearing McClung's second
hand version, John C. sat back 
in his chair with a tired look 
on his face. He said that if there 
was enough evidence to prove 
that Emeline was unfaithful, he 
would proceed with a divorce.

John C. and McClung found 
Henry Riley a few minutes later 
and wrestled him to the ground 
in front of the Bell Tavern, aided 
by a few curious bystanders. 
They managed to pry the piece 
of paper out of his hand and 
opened it when they got back to 
the land office. It read as fol
lows.

"I am so much pleased to see 

you here once more, but it is 
Impossible for me to speak to 
you. I am still the same and ever 
shall be. Return home, Henry, 
and forget me, if you please, but 
if it is ever in my power to be
come the bride of H., with honor 
I will, and as soon as I can, you 
shall know it.

Keep my secret. Never betray 
me so long as you live. Write a 
letter this evening, and tonight, 
after tea, slip it througl) the win
dow blinds of the porch. I will 
be there playing the piano. 
Adieu, Henry, Yours."

John was still not satisfied 
with this latest proof, so he 
summoned his very best friend, 
Samuel Cruse. He insisted that 
they should go to the tavern 
where Henry was staying and 
inquire as to whether or not 
Riley had any luggage with him. 
When the tavern keeper indicated 
that he did have a trunk up
stairs, John and Samuel wasted 
no time in going upstairs and 
finding the trunk, over much 
protest from the tavern keeper.

Up until this moment, John 
still did not believe that Emeline 
had been unfaithful to him. He 
remembered the early days in 
their marriage when every day 
was happy. He knew it could be 
like that again, if he would just 
be patient. But upon opening the 
trunk and gazing at its contents, 
John knew there was no more 
hope. He felt his heart sink 
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within his chest, and tried to 
fight back tears of rage.

The trunk contained very 
little, just a few clothes, a hat 
and a large bundle wrapped in 
a theater program. When they 
opened the bundle a small min
iature of Emeline fell out. There 
was a picture of her in there, 
one that John had taken the day
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after their wedding. Letters, all 
in Emetine's handwriting, made 
up most of the bundle. John did 
not have to read many of them 
to know the truth about Henry 
and Emetine. Samuel said later 
that John seemed to age twenty 
years in just those few minutes.

That night, after a long de
liberation, John knew what he 
had to do. After being called into 
the parlor, Emeline could tell by 
the look on his face what was 
going to happen. John told her 
that she had to leave. Their mar
riage was over. When Emeline 
began to weep, John announced 
that she would be sent back to 
her father's home on the very 
next stage out, which left on 
December 21. She departed be
tween 11 and 12 midnight, with 
no one seeing her off. John sued 
for divorce the following March. 
The trial did not come up until 
October, and after reviewing all 
of the evidence for two long days, 
Judge George W. Lane ruled in 
favor of the plaintiff.

Emetine's only comment 
about the decision was that she 
believed that John's associates

had approached him under the 
guise of friendship and really 
desired to destroy his happiness 
and her reputation. Saying thus, 
Emeline was forever driven away 
from the home on the corner 
which still stands as a monu
ment to her ill fated romance.
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The Joseph J. Bradley, Jr. Band
by Butch Crabtree

In the summer of 1925, a group of musicians in the Merrimack 
community met at the home of George Davis for the purpose of 
forming a band. Mr. John Hay, a noted band director of the time, 
was enlisted to direct the new band.

Most of the band members worked in the mill and many of 
them did not own the instrument they were to play. Band instru
ments being expensive, especially the larger ones, they were not 
able to afford them and asked the Merrimack Manufacturing Com
pany for help in the purchase of the needed instruments. Mr. 
Joseph J. Bradley, Jr., agent of the mill at this time, was ex
tremely excited about the project and gave the needed financial 
help to get the band organized. In acknowledgement of his assis
tance, the group called itself the "Joseph J. Bradley, Jr. Band."

Over the next nine years the band gained the reputation of 
being one of the finest bands in the area. U.S. Senator Almon, 
upon hearing the group, compared it favorably with many of the 
great musical organizations he had heard. J. Emory Pierce, edi
tor of "The Huntsville Daily Times", tagged the group "The Million 
Dollar Band" and the name stuck.

The group played all over the state and performed on radio 
station WSM in Nashville. It was called on to perform at most 
important ceremonies and played for the dedication of three area 
bridges - Decatur, Whitesburg, and Scottsboro.

The band disbanded in 1934, having distinguished itself for 
the nine years of its existence.
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Cecil 
Brooks for being the first cor
rect caller to guess Johnny 
Johnston as the April Photo of 
the Month. Cecil is an old Lin
coln boy too who worked at the 
Lincoln Supply Co. and drove 
a delivery truck when he was 15 
years old

The Huntsville Division 
Alumni Association of the 
Thiokol Chemical Corp, that 
was here in Huntsville for years 
had their annual Spring Break
fast with good attendance. Some 
of those we spoke with were 
Betsy & Jake Reep, the beauti
ful Sue Powers, Jack & Judy 
Godsey, John D. Brown, Dick 
Wall and Gene King.

We met Marion Gibson who 
is an Air Force Vet and travels 
to school speaking about his ex
periences in WWII. On a recent 
trip to a 6th grade class Marion 
told the kids about rescuing 
abandoned pets during the war, 
feeding and taking care of them. 
The class found it fascinating, 
as pets are not normally thought 
of during a war, but they suffer 
trauma just as much as the hu
mans who are affected.

While at the breakfast we
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also saw John L. Williams, 
Helen Acuff, David Jones and 
his sweet wife Faye, along with 
Patti and Don Wilson and Ri
chard Click. On our way out 
we were able to catch up with 
Jim Lee and his pretty wife Ola 
Ann Lee. It was quite a gather
ing-

We were SO proud that the 
city council has voted to name 
a bridge for C.B. “Bill” Miller. 
Bill has been building bridges 
in this area for over 40 years 
and this honor is well deserved. 
The bridge is just west of the 
Embassy Suites Hotel.

Happy Birthday to my dear 
friend Cheryl Tribble. Cheryl 
lives in Woodstock, GA. but has 
made many trips to Huntsville 
and Just loves it here.

Glenn Watson is helping to 
make sure that our Big Spring 
Park remains as a recreational 
area only, and doesn’t become 
all commercial property. A 
study will be done to develop 

an ordinance that will dedicate 
identified park space for recre
ational use only unless voters 
authorize other use.

It’s a wonderful place to go, 
especially now with the trees 
blooming, to take kids and 
grandparents and just feed the 
ducks.

The maintenance man at 
Morningside Assisted Living is 
Tom Sanborn, who recently suf
fered a heart attack. He’s on 
the mend tho, and many people 
are pulling for him!

Since I’ll soon have a hip re
placement with Dr. Louis Hom, 
I had to go by the Pre-admis
sion center in the Medical Mall. 
I met the nicest lady there, Su
san Jones, who is an RN. Wish 
me luck!

It was great speaking with 
Miriam Halsey recently. She and 
sweet hubby Will took a trip 
down to Hollywood, Fl. last 
month to be part of a surprise 
birthday celebration for 
Miriam’s sister Roshelle Walker

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502 
Hint: This little girl lives in 

one house and plays hostess in 
her other one.

enfingersteele.com
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who just turned 90. Roshelle’s 
children Eddie Walker and 
Shelley Hilton coordinated the 
event, which turned out to be a 
huge success. People came 
from everywhere, including 
Miriam and Will’s daughter 
Patty Bidwell, with husband 
David, and Suzy Rivas, their 
oldest daughter. Roshelle has 
belonged to the Baptist church 
all her life, and many of her 
church friends were there as 
well.

Matthew Tucker turned 2!
The handsome son of our fa
vorite mailman Jeff Tucker and 
wife Kelly is such a sweet little 
guy!

A very special birthday wish 
is being sent out by Susan Ber
nard, who is a therapist at 
Huntsville Hospital Therapy & 
Sports Center at the Medical 
Mall. Her brother Mike Cravan 
lives in Odenton, Md. and 
turned 57 in April. Susan loves 
him dearly and can’t wait to see 
him again.

Rebecca Temple, owner of 
Rebecca’s in 5 Points, is so 
proud of her son Jason 
Temple. He was recently pro
moted to Commander in the 
Navy and is stationed in San 
Antonio. He lives there with 
his wife Shannon and their two 
girls Lillian (7) and Claire (3). 
Congratulations to you, Jason!

The historic Lowry House 
held a free open house & tour 
during April and many enjoyed 
going through the home and 
hearing the story of the ghost 
who has been seen there. Many 
of these old older homes in 
Huntsville have had ghostly in
cidents, but this one is a doozy!

We had so many April birth
days. One of our favorite la
dies is Mildred Helton, who 
turned 87 during the month. 
Her sister Hattie Gentle will 
be 93 in July. Some good genes 
there! Margaret Bondar is 
Mildred’s sweet granddaughter 

who helps take good care of her.
Congratulations to Huntsville 

Hospital on being named as a 
primary stroke center.

Kelly Martin Shaver was 98 
when he died in April. He was 
the beloved father of Brenda 
Webb, and grandfather of Cristi 
Webb. His other four daughters, 
grandchildren and other family 
and friends will always cherish 
his memory.

One of Glenda Huffstetler’s 
best friends in the world was 
Brenda Bodeker of Madison. 
Brenda was only 63 when she 
passed away during the month. 
We send our deepest sympathy 
to Glenda, as well as the many 
friends and family who will miss 
her dearly.

Happy Birthday to Ruth 
Hursh, Barb Eyestone’s mom. 
She is a really delightful lady. 
Barb’s husband Ron Eyestone 
has a birthday coming up in May 
- We love you guys!

We were so very sorry to hear 
that Joe Reid, of Reid’s Hard
ware, had died recently. He had 
published a story about the love 
of his life, wife Mary Gene. We 
know that he is with her now.

Karen Maroon’s sweet mom 
Helen Miller is turning 90 in 
May. Karen and her husband 
Dick will celebrate with a party 
with family and friends. Happy

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville]
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Birthday!
Don’t forget that the 

Farmer’s Market on Cook Ave. 
just south of Oakwood has lo
cal, healthy produce for you.

Congratulations to Jim 
Hudson and his great team on 
the grand opening of his com
pany Hudson Alpha Institute for 
Biotechnology. We’re really 
proud of you!

That’s all for this month!

We now offer Home Health 
Care Services for your family

702 Andrew Jackson Way 
Huntsville, Al 35801 
(256) 489-5182 Ofs.

(256)489-5168 Fax 
Email us at naburt@knology.net

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
We provide professional and 

compassionate care for you or your 
loved ones in a safe environment 

that will make them feel at “Home.’’

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

mailto:naburt@knology.net
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Pineapple Casserole
2 lg. cans chunk pineapple 
1 c. sugar
5 T. flour
1 1/2 c. Cheddar cheese, 

grated
1 c. Ritz cracker crumbs
1 stick butter, melted

Drain your pineapple, 
grease a baking dish and pour 
in the fruit. Mix flour & sugar 
together, pour over pineapple. 
Drizzle butter over all and 
bake for 30 minutes at 350 de
grees.

1 pkg. cream cheese, soft
ened

1 can boneless sardines
2 dashes Tabasco
2 T. grated onion
1 T. lemon juice

Drain sardines, pat to 
dry and mash. Mix all ingre
dients well and serve with 
crackers.

Cafe Gpanita
4 c. Espresso coffe, pre

pared
4 T. sugar
1 c. whipping cream
1 T. sugar

Mix espresso & 4 table
spoons sugar in bowl. Chill in 
fridge then freeze until it be
comes slushy. Whip cream with 
sugar til stiff. When ready to 
serve, place dollop of whipped 
cream in each parfait glass, fol
low with espresso, then top with 
whipped cream. Serve it quick 
before it melts!

1 c. boiling water
1/2 c. white corn meal
1/2 c. milk
1/2 t. salt
1 1/2 t. baking powder
1 T. soft butter
2 eggs, well beaten
Pour water over real 

cornmal. Add other ingredients 
and beat well. Bake in 1 quail 
baking dish or cake pan in a 
400 degree oven til batter is just 
set. Serve bread hot from oven 
with butter and honey, or syrup.

Green Cabbage Salad

4 c. crisp, shredded cabbage 
1/2 sm. jar pimiento slices 
1/2 green pepper, diced
1 t. celery seed
1 t. salt
1/4 t. black or white pepper
3 t. Dijon mustard
4 T. sugar
3/4 c. garlic wine vinegar
1 garlic clove, minced
1/2 c. salad oil

Wash, drain and combine 
veges in a serving bowl. Put re
maining ingredients into a 
blender and blend til salad 
dress is thoroughly mixed. Add 
dressing to the salad just be- 
fore serving. Left over dressing 

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Kids Eat 
Free!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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keeps well in your fridge.

Blush inq Pea ps

1 large can pears
1 sml. pkg. cream cheese 
1/2 c. finely chopped pecans 
Red food coloring

Drain the pears and pat 
dry. Mix small package of cream 
cheese with finely chopped pe
cans. Spread on bottom of pear 
halves and place them face down 
on a lettuce leaf on your serving 
dish. Color tops of pears with 
a little red food color, thus the 
name.

Sausage-Bean Ckowdep
1 lb. pork sausage, 

crumbled
2 cans canellini beans
1 lg. can diced tomatoes
1 qt. water
1 lg. onion, chopped 
1/2 green pepper, chopped
1 bay leaf
1 1/2 t. salt
1/2 t. garlic powder
1/2 t. thyme leaves
1/4 t. black pepper
1 c. diced potaotes
Cook the sausage til brown, 

drain on paper towel s andpat 
to remove excess grease. Pour 
fat from the pan. In a large pot, 
combine beans, tomatoes, on

ion, bay leaf and seasonings. 
Add sausage and simmer cov
ered for an hour. Add potatoes 
and green pepper and cook 15 
to 30 minutes and potatoes are 
tender. Skim fat and serve.

Huntsville Chess Pie
8-inch unbaked pie crust 
1/2 c. butter, room temp
1 c. sugar
2 eggs, separated
1 1/2 t. white corn meal
2 T. heavy cream 
1/2 t. vanilla extract 
Dash salt

Bake pie shell in very hot 
oven (450 degrees) til baked but 
not browned. Cream butter, 
sugar and egg yolks together. 
Add cornmeal mixed with the 
cream and vanilla. Fold in egg 
whites beaten with salt til stiff. 
Pour into pie shell and cook at 
400 degrees for 5 minutes. Re
duce heat to 350 and bake 10- 
12 minutes longer and filling is 
just set. If top browns too much 
put a piece of foil over top and 
finish baking. Serve pie while 
warm.

This is the actual recipe 
from an old Huntsville restau
rant that was here in the early 
1900’s. It was reported that 
people would make special 
trips to Huntsville for it.

Workshops For all Ages

PAMA
AGENCY

536-5200

Professional Academy of 
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

OoI Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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Somewhere 
in France

October 4, 1918
W. B. Hampton
803 East Clinton St.
Huntsville, Al

Dear Mother,
I am in receipt of your letter 

of August 29 and I am very glad 
indeed to hear from you, as it 
has been some time since I have 
received a letter.

I have just gotten back from 
the front trenches to rest up a 
little. I suppose you have seen 
in the paper an account of our 
big drive on the Somme front 
in which we captured the 
Hindenburg line, the strongest 
point on the Western front. We 
had very little trouble taking it. 
This Hindenburg line was a 
solid concrete fortification con
taining dugouts from fifty to a 
hundred feet in depth and were 
large enough to hold about 250 
men. The fixtures within these 
dugouts were equal to those of 
any large hotel consisting of 
large iron bedsteads, heaters, 
lights, water, etc. In other words, 
completely furnished.

Our artillery put on a bar
rage and we advanced behind 
this barrage. The Germans ran 
in these dugouts and were short 
of time in order to get out be
fore we were right on top of 
them. We captured seven thou

sand prisoners. At least, they 
had counted that many at the 
time of this writing.

We are fighting with the Aus
tralians, the best fighters in the 
world They are very fine boys 
and they think there are none in 
the war equal to the American 
boys. When we were relieved, the 
Australian cavalry made an at
tack on the Germans and the 
last time we heard from them, 
they were still advancing and 
capturing prisoners by the thou
sands.

It sure is some fun going 
over the top. The way we went 
over the German resistance was 
very slight. We got all kinds of 
souvenirs, watches, pistols, 
field glasses, diamond rings, 
German money. One of the boys 
got a $200 diamond ring. I got 
some money, six pistols, sev
eral watches, etc. I am enclos
ing a two mark bill, about fifty 
cents in our money.

You have seen pictures of 
battlefields after a battle. It is 
something, dead men and 
horses piled up over a large 
space of groupd. We lost a lot 
of men. Some of my best friends 
from Memphis were killed, but 
it could not be helped.

I had my Liberty bond made 
out to you, and it was paid up 
in July, and I suppose you have 
gotten it by now. I have some 
money to send home and you 
can place it in the bank to my 
credit.

I think I will close for now, I 
send love to all. Write as soon 

as you can.
James Hampton
Corp., Co. C 119t A. E. E

Loose 
Fitting 

Dentures?

NO MORE 
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your 
loose fitting Lower denture using mini 
implants. Sometimes this Procedure 
can be accomplished in minimum 
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant 
Free realignment of old denture

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17 
Huntsville, AL 

www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be 
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

"Where Bowling is Family Fun "

Don't forget to mention this ad to get 
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

A Smoke-Free Facility!
< Snack Bar

* Cosmic Birthday Parties 
%Group Rates % Pro Shop

* Bowling Instruction Available

* Youth & Seniors Programs

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

http://www.dreugenehscottjr.com
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Special Olympics is an international nonprofit organization*  dedicated to empowering 
individuals with intellectual disabilities to become physically fit, productive and respected 
members of society through sports training and competition. Special Olympics offers chil
dren and adults with intellectual disabilities year-round training and competition in 30 Olym
pic-type summer and winter sports.

During the year 2002, Special Olympics made a bold commitment to reach 2 million 
athletes by the end of 2005, while simultaneously changing attitudes about people with 
intellectual disabilities around the world. Over the course of those five years, in addition 
to providing more than 1 million more athletes the opportunity to experience the joy of 
sport, Special Olympics transformed itself.

Today, Special Olympics stands as a leader in the field of intellectual disability.Most 
importantly, Special Olympics has sharpened the focus on its mission as not just "nice," 
but critical, not just as a sports organization for people with intellectual disabilities, but 
also as an effective catalyst for social change.

Children and adults with intellectual disabilities who participate in Special Olympics 
develop improved physical fitness and motor skills, greater self confidence and a more 
positive self-image. They grow mentally, socially and spiritually and, through their activi
ties, exhibit boundless courage and enthusiasm, enjoy the rewards of friendship and ulti
mately discover not only new abilities and talents but "their voices" as well.

To get involved, contact your local Special Olympics Program.

This page sponsored by

The Golden K Kiwanis
Supporting “Reading is Fundamental”

Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

GOLDEN K
Ofhcc Box 4A48 • HunwrtMo. Alabama 35815

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Martin Burke
Winston DeShields - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes 

Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill Ivy
Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern

Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqua) Rico 
Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan

Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman
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The 
Unforgettable 
Count Rhoshard

by Gerald Petty

Many books have been written 
about Huntsville and Madison 
County's history, but few have ever 
touched upon the subject of Count 
Rhoshard.

Apparently, this has been a "very 
sensitive" subject for several "local 
prominent" businessmen. Hope
fully enough years have elapsed, so 
that they too can see the humor in 
their folly.

No one knew exactly who he was 
or where he came from. Some said 
he was from a noble family of Aus
tria. Some said he was from 
Czechoslovakia, while others be
lieved him to be the son of a Geor
gia sharecropper. Whoever he was, 
or wherever he originated, Count 
Rhoshard left his mark on Ala
bama.

identifying himself as an agent 
for the state of Alabama. He 
then explained to his totally 
impressed host that the state, 
while having built several 
bridges over the Tennessee 
River, had no interest in main
taining them, and wanted to 
turn them over to private own
ership.

Count Rhoshard further ex
plained that the State would au
thorize the owners to operate 
the bridges as toll bridges. He 
pointed out that even after de
ductions for maintenance, the 

operation would be quite lu
crative given the number of 
people who used the bridges 
on a daily basis.The local en
trepreneur was intrigued by 
the idea but wanted to con
tinue the discussions the fol
lowing day.

The following day's meet
ing was attended by Count 
Rhoshard, the original busi
nessman, and two other men 
with whom he had discussed 
the proposal. The three had 
formed a corporation under 
which to buy at least one of

The Count first appeared in 
Huntsville in late May of 1924. His 
smooth, polished appearance and 
European-styled clothing drew ad
miring looks everywhere he went. 
Count Rhoshard spent his first 
morning in Huntsville seeing the 
city and making conversation along 
the streets and in the shops around 
the square. That afternoon he pre
sented himself in the office of one 
of the area's most prominent busi
nessmen.

The Count produced documents

Peace Of Mind ..Is Just One Call Away!

Authorized 
Dealer 

AL Lie: AL 269.

Greg Petrone 
L .......-
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FREE Home Security System $850 A^REETWrt^toor 
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& Purchase Of Alarm Monitoring Service*  Remote Control

------------------------------------------------------------------- (lvalue)

5510 Hwy. 53, Suite B • Harvest, AL 
256452-3005

*36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month. Certain restrictions apply.

BPR ,J
BILL POOLE REALTY

Commercial 'Tirokira^e
Bill Poole

loo Church Street. Suite 525 Office 256-5330990
Big Spring Summit Ceil 256-651-1349
Huntsville. Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

EMAIL billGbillpoolerealty com
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the bridges in question. The deal 
was made, and the Count told 
the men he would be back in a 
couple of days to collect the 
money and give them the deed 
to the bridge.

Two days later Count 
Rhoshard appeared before the 
three new bridge owners with a 
deed, signed by the Governor, 
placing the bridge in the pos
session of the newly formed cor
poration. He collected $1,500 as 
the initial down payment, issued 
a proper receipt, and was gone.

June 1st brought some ex-
citement to residents liv
ing around the area of the 
now private bridge. When 
they tried to cross the 
bridge, as they did every 
day, they found a toll col
lector who told them the 
trip would cost them five 
cents (eight cents for a 
two-way crossing made 
the same day.) After con
siderable cursing and 
name-calling, someone 
decided to send for the 
Sheriff.

The Sheriff, arriving 
late in the afternoon, was 
shown the receipt and 
the deed, signed by the' 
Governor. He wasn't sure 
what to do, but decided 
to order the toll-taker off 
the bridge until the mat
ter could be settled. A 
telegram to Montgomery, 
and the scam was discov
ered.

Several parties, 
armed with rope for 
lynching, scoured the 
countryside, but the 
Count was nowhere to 
be found. "I told y'all he’s 
from Georgia," one of the

When I get tired of 
wine, women and song 

I’ll quit singing

Billy Cushman

Want to know what your house is worth?Who knows the area better than a life long resident of Huntsville?
Call for a comparative market 

analysis consultation today or email 
janemc@kw.com

------ _____

Jane McElroy WILLIAMS
REALTOR® real t y

(256) 54R-Q554. 2410 L&N Drlve’ Sulte ctoll free (866) 519-7220

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

256-704-5555
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY’S-SAZIO «

mailto:janemc@kw.com
http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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searchers remarked. Governor's office to confirm the release of

The Count next surfaced in Birmingham. This 
time, instead of stalking the business district, he 
found a junk dealer on the outskirts of town. Once 
again he produced identification. This time the 
papers showed him to be an assistant to the Mayor.

Count Rhoshard explained that he had sought 
out this particular business because he needed a 
big and confidential job done, and knew of the 
good reputation of the owner. He told the junk 
dealer that the city was fearful that the Vulcan 
statue, located at the fairground, was becoming 
unsafe, being now twenty years old.

City officials, he said, had decided to have it 
removed. The Count then offered to sell the statue 
to the dealer for scrap if he would remove it. The 
wife, skeptical of her husband's big deal, went 
into Birmingham and sought out city officials who 
told her that no plan had even been discussed for 
the destruction of the Vulcan.

The woman hurried home to find her husband 
already making plans to claim his grand acquisi
tion. Upon hearing what his wife had learned, he 
immediately stopped what he was doing and went 
in search of the man who had sold him the Vulcan.

Count Rhoshard was not about to stay around, 
and he was never found. News reached Alabama 
about eighteen months later that Count Rhoshard 
had been caught in Arizona trying to sell a tract of 
government land and sentenced to prison. The 
same report stated that recognizing his ability as 
a printer, the prison had given the Count a job in 
the prison print shop.

He was a model prisoner for some months 
and did beautiful work. One morning, the warden 
received in the mail a pardon for Count Rhoshard. 
The pardon was signed by the Governor and was 
accompanied by a letter in which the Governor 
instructed the warden to free the Count, who was 
to be sent on an important mission for the State.

The warden was further instructed to give the 
Count $1,000 and a vehicle so he could carry out 
the important business the Governor had assigned 
him. The following day the warden called the 

Count Rhoshard.
The Governor had not sent the letter. It was 

the work of Count Rhoshard, and the prison 
print shop.

Count Rhoshard was never seen again in 
this country. He next appeared in Paris, FYance 
where during WWII he was reported to have 
served as an agent for the British goverment.

Information for this story was taken from 
“The World’s Greatest Con Men” by James G. 
Butler.

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.
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Serving fresh Terry’s Pizza!
Your Friendly Neighborhood 
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702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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Buttermilk 
Please!

Green King was a moon
shiner. He had the reputation for 
making the "most potent" and 
the "most best" moonshine in 
Madison County.

Unfortunately, he liked to 
drink his own product. Satur
days would find him downtown 
around the old courthouse 
square, peddling his wares, and 
as the sun got higher, so did 
Green King. And every weekend 
he would be arrested, to spend 
the rest of the weekend in jail.

Finally, the judge, after tir
ing of seeing King in his court 
every Monday, asked the defen
dant why he persisted in drink
ing whiskey.

"Because, your honor," Green 
replied,"1 don't figure the town 
water is safe to drink."

Pounding his gavel, the ex
asperated judge fined the defen- 

demt two dollars and fifty cents, 
sentenced him to ninety-nine 
years, and suspended the sen
tence on the condition that 
Green would "hereafter forever 
drink only buttermilk whenever 
he came to town."

Old Huntsville Trivia

1811 - Residents of what is 
now Madison County passed the 
first Water Pollution Law, mak
ing it unlawful to pollute Indian 
Creek.

1818 - The first library in 
Alabama is formed in Hunts
ville. The library was organized 
and set up at John Boardman's 
printing office, on the East side 
of Madison Street.

1821 - Fifteen prisoners 
break out of jail. When recap
tured, they complain that the jail 
was too cold.

1857 - Browns 
Grocery advertises eggs 
for 12 1/2 cents ner 
dozen.

John M. Bzdell 326-8053

l^ratho^
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The Black 
Widow

The mysterious deaths that took 
place in a home near Hazel Green may 
have been accidental, or may have 
been violently purposeful. The only 
sign left of Elizabeth's six husbands 
was an old hat rack upon which hung 
six hats - one for each. For some cu
rious reason known only to her, she 
kept the hat rack in the foyer of her 
home, in plain view, perhaps as a 
morbid reminder, or maybe as a warn
ing to the next unfortunate lover.

The ante-bellum home, recently 
burned to the ground, was built on 
the site of an Indian mound about a 
mile east of Hazel Green. The origi
nal log cabin was erected in 1817 in 
the heart of a 500-acre plantation by 
Alexander Jeffries, an early Madison 
County settler. He was an older man, 
who met and immediately became in
fatuated with the young widow.

They married in 1837, and unfor
tunately for him, Mr. Jeffries died the 
same year. By this time Elizabeth had 
had experience in burying husbands. 
As a young girl she had met and mar
ried twice in short succession.

Her first husband was Mr. Gib
bons. They were married for only a 
couple of months when he died sud
denly, and mysteriously.

Shortly afterwards, she set her 
sights on Mr. Flannigan, whom she 
also married. Mr. Flannigan lasted 
only three months before he, too, died 
of unexplained circumstances. He was 
in his grave before the neighbors were 
even informed of the "tragedy".

By this time the young widow was 
well on her way to becoming a wealthy 
landowner in Madison County. Not 
wishing to marry beneath her new
found status in life, she decided to 
try her hand at politics.

Her next husband was Robert A. 
High, from Limestone County, who 
was a State Legislator for the state of 
Alabama. He probably spent much 
time away from home, as it was al-

First 
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Church
307 Gates Avenue 

Huntsville, Al
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most two years before he, too, expired 
suddenly and mysteriously at their home.

Having tried politics and plantation 
life, Elizabeth decided to next marry a 
merchant.

Absalom Brown was a wealthy mer
chant from New Market. After spending 
most of his fortune on his new wife, he 
died as well. This came as a shock to 
everyone, as Mr. Brown was a very healthy 
and virile man. The unknown malady that 
he was stricken with caused his body to 
swell so much that it was necessary to 
bury him immediately after his death. 
None of the neighbors ever saw the body.

Not believing in long spells of mourn
ing, Miss Elizabeth Flannigan Gibbons 
Jeffries High Brown roused herself out 
of her depression long enough to marry 
Willis Routt, her sixth husband. He died 
amazingly just like the others in a short 
time.

At about this same time Elizabeth, 
or Mrs. Routt, became involved in a con
troversy with a neighbor, Abner 
Tate, over loose livestock and 
other matters. Tate was com
pletely blind to her beauty, which 
infuriated her, and had been 
observing the home and its oc
cupants for many years. He 
openly charged her with murder. 
He backed up his suspicions 
with the hat rack in the parlor 
that was in open sight, on which 
hung 6 old hats - the blatant 
proof of Tate's accusations.

Maybe Abner Tate should 
have been forewarned of cross
ing the notorious widow, for 
shortly afterwards he was 
wounded by a shotgun blast. 
Though proof was lacking, gos
sip had it that Mrs. Routt had 
hired one of Tate's slaves to do 
him in. The slave, not having 
the courage to do the dirty deed 
himself, in turn hired another 
man, who allegedly pulled the 
trigger. Mr. Tate, shortly after
wards, sold all of his slaves.

By this time Tate was furi
ous with his neighbor and de
termined to see justice done. 
When he went to the authorities 
he was informed that "nothing

fROM m OMAHA BEACHHEAD TO BERLIN!
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www.hospicefamilycare.org

3304 Westmill Drive • Huntsville, AL 35805
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could be done unless you can 
find some evidence." Maybe all 
of her husbands did die natu
ral deaths. Maybe the slave DID 
shoot you by accident. Maybe 
it's just all coincidence. There's 
nothing we can do."

Beside himself with rage, 
Tate was determined that his 
neighbor would not get away 
with her dastardly deeds. He 
began writing a book in which 
he described the mysterious 
happenings at the ante-bellum 
home. He wrote about how the 
succession of husbands made 
her prosperous and wealthy. He 
wrote about how she would 
treat them all with disdain, once 
she had captured them. He 
noted how the intervals between 
weddings and deaths became 
shorter and shorter, as she ac
quired "more experience and 
practice."

When the book was pub
lished, it created a scandalous 
sensation in Madison County. 
Half of the county believed she 
was guilty, while the other half 
swore to her innocence. Regard
less of opinion, the book was 
the major topic of discussion 
any place that people gathered.

Needless to say, the merry 
widow was not a pleasant lady 
to be around when she heard 
news of the book. She immedi
ately drove her buggy into 
Huntsville where she consulted 
an attorney and brought charges 

against Abner Tate for defama
tion of character.

When the case finally came 
to trial late that fall, the court
room was packed. The court
room became a battleground, 
with plaintiff and defendant 
hurling insult after insult at each 
other. Accusations followed 
from each of the attorneys, 
while the judge rapped repeat
edly for order.

The judge, after listening to 
as much as he could stand, con
tinued the case, hoping both 
parties would calm down 
enough to be rational.

After a short while Mrs. 
Routt dropped the charges. 
Even today, the debate goes on 
in Madison County. Why did she 
drop the charges? Was it be
cause she was tired of con
stantly being the topic of gos
sip, or was she worried about 
some new information that 
Tate's attorney had recently un
covered?

Shortly afterwards Mrs. 
Routt and her son moved to 
Mississippi. She never again 
returned to Madison County. No 
one knows why she moved, but 
the day of her departure, wit
nesses swear that they saw her 
in a carpenter's shop, getting a 
seventh peg added to her 
hatrack.

Guity or innocent, she has 
entered our history as the Black 
Widow of Hazel Green.

GLASS
For Any Purpose 

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters

Etc!
AH edge*  ground 

and polished.

Call 364 and lot 
us make you an 

estimate.

Huntsville 
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30,1940) 

Thanks Huntsville! 
68 years in business 

and Counting!

534-2621 
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

A politician is a person who 
thinks twice before saying 

nothing.

Sam Keith, retired

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

f

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY
* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until aher completion of the 

application process
. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 

anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046



Echos from 
the Great 
Rebellion

by John Crow

By now I'm sure that most 
readers have either heard of or 
seen the acclaimed PBS docu
mentary on the American Civil 
War by Ken Burns.

I believe that the primary 
success of this series was its 
use of actual period photo
graphs and writings from the 
participants. The words inti
mately echo down to today's gen
erations and give us a sense of 
the pathos and fire of that ago
nizing time. What follows are 
some additional but perhaps 
lesser known quotes from that 
period. While a divided nation 
held its breath, negotiations for 
a peaceful surrender of Fort 
Sumter ended as Union Major 
Robert Anderson refused the 
Confederate terms. As he es
corted the Confederate emissary 
Colonel James Chestnut and his 
party back to the boat, he shook 
hands with each one of them and 
said, "If we never meet in this 
world again, God grant that we 
may meet in the next."

A peculiarly American ex
pression was used by the sol
diers of both North and South 

to describe the first time they 
experienced the savagery of com
bat.

In more peaceful times the 
farm boys that would attend the 
traveling circus would always 
come back and speak in utter
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Changing the Landscape 
of Huntsville!

Each Office is Indepenently Owned and Operated

POST OFFICE BOX 2199
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35804

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

www.iilrtbustersrestoration.com
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awe of "seeing the elephant." 
Thus to experience battle for the 
first time was to "see the el
ephant."

The first major battle of the 
war in the East was at Bull Run 
(Manassas), Virginia. As the

D. Scott McLain, CCIM 
Managing Broker

(256) 533-.3414 EXT. 142 BUSINESS
(256) 533-3454 FAX
dsmclain@ccim.net EMAIL
www.mclaincommercial.com

COLDWELL BANKER COMMERCIAL 
McLAIN REAL ESTATE
THE TIMES BUILDING
228 HOLMES AVENUE, SUITE 200 (35801)

Guitar • Banjo 
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction
Repair

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL GB05 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 

Fax: (256) 430-1081 
lolmes Ave • Huntsville (conveniently located in Old Town Historical District)

■ Cosmetic Bonding • Teeth Whitening
■ Crowns & Bridges

■ Partials & Dentures New Patjents 
Welcome

534.7692 or 534.7741
Major credit cards accepted ■ Delta Dental Provider

Sam J. Citrano, Jr., DMD, P.C.GENERAL and COSMETIC DENTISTRY

http://www.iilrtbustersrestoration.com
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battle raged, the Union com
mander Irwin McDowell, upon 
seeing part of the Confederate 
Army retire up the slope of 
Henry House Hill jubilantly 
shouted, "Victory! Victory! The 
day is ours!" A little premature 
perhaps, as the battle ended in 
complete disaster for the Union 
Army.

Another tragic premature 
statement was made by Union 
General John Sedgwick outside 
the Confederate defenses around 
Cold Harbor, Virginia. "They 
couldn't hit an elephant at this 
distance!" The poor General then 
fell dead, shot through the head 
by a Confederate sharpshooter.

On the first day of the ter
rible battle of Shiloh, the bulk 
of Grant's army was shattered 
by the fierce onslaught of the 
Confederate Army. Thousands 
of stragglers huddled under the 
bluffs of Pittsburgh's Landing on 
the Tennessee River.

In desperation the Union of
ficers tried to rally their men. 
The following exchange was re
corded.

"Men, for God's sake, for 
your country's sake, for your 
own sake, come up here, form 
a line and make one more 
stand." (Capt. D. Putman, USV) 

"That man talks well, don't 
he?" (Unidentified private's re
ply to Captain Putman)

Major General Bedford 
Forrest's (CSA) Cavalry Corps 
was the scourge of the Union 
Army in the West. A superior 
Union force under Maj. Gen. 
Samuel Sturgis was dispatched 
from Memphis, Tennessee to 
finish Forrest once and for all. 
He met up with Forrest at Brice's 
Crossroads, Mississippi.

"For God's sake, General, 
don't let us give it up so!" (Union 
Col. Edward Bouton)

"Dammit, Sir, if Mr. Forrest 
will let me alone, I will let him 
alone!" (General Samuel 
Sturgis)

Needless to say, Sturgis was 
soundly thrashed and sent pack
ing back to Memphis.

Speaking of "Git thar fustest 
with the mostest" Forrest, most 
historians agree, had an inter
esting way of manipulating the 
King's English. The following is 
an excerpt from a letter written 
to a friend in Memphis in 1862.

" .. I had a small brush with 
the enemy on yesterday I suc
ceeded in gaining their rear and 
got in their entrenchments 8 
miles from Hamburg and 5 be
hind Farmington and burned a 
portion of their camp at that 
place they was not looking for 
me and I taken them by surprise 
they run like Suns of Biches."

When the Union Army occu
pied Huntsville, Alabama they 
quickly dispatched search par
ties to the home of Leroy Pope

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

www:parksupplycompany.com

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments 

Visit us at: 
www.randsblinds.com

www:parksupplycompany.com
http://www.randsblinds.com


Old Huntsville Page 35

o'lc dad's w-e-q
It's Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778
Bill A Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s for your Special Events!
■

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 

Pies 
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

1

Try Our Famous 
Brunswick Stew & Stuffed Potatoes

Specialty Items 
Salads

Hot Dogs 
Hamburgers 
Slaw Dogs 
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate Dinners 
Chicken Fingers 
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials 

and much more!!!

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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Walker on Adams Avenue and McClung Street. As 
Confederate Secretary of War, it was Walker who 
gave the order to fire on Fort Sumter. The Federal 
soldiers were rather zealous in their search to 
capture such a prize and a friend who had to en
dure one of the search parties reported: "I re
member distinctly seeing them look Into preserve 
jars and cut-glass decanters, until my mother's 
temper no longer could be repressed. "You don't 
expect to find General Walker in that brandy bottle, 
do you?1 she asked."

There were fierce little pockets of independence 
in Tennessee and North Alabama. Good folk that 
were for neither side but just wanted to be left 
alone. One such old lady stood defiantly on the 
porch of her shack as a Federal forage party ap
proached. "Are you Union or Secesh?" the caval
ryman inquired. "I'm Baptist," the woman proudly 
retorted.

A Loud Noise
A customer had stopped in one of 

Huntsville's local beverage shops in order to 
purchase some wine.

Being rather a talkative person, the cus
tomer inquired of the cashier, "What would 
you do if a person started away, forgetting his 
change?"

Replied the cashier, very sincerely, "Why, 
that's easy. I would tap sharply on the counter 
with a dollar bill!"

(Overheard during Political Science class 
at University of Alabama in Huntsville.) "Can 
any one of you tell me who did the most in the 
19th. century to raise the working class?"

One of the class members replied,"Yes! The 
inventor of the alarm clock!"

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net
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• Upholstery
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Steve Cappaert
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stevecappaert© knology.net

Mark Magnant
256-539-1084 UAH degree
mrmagnant@knology.net

Diagnosis and refresh of computers. Spyware & 
virus removal. Tutoring available. Senior
Discount Available. In-home consultation and
flexible schedules.

Computer Problems?

700 Winchester Road 
Huntsville, Al 

(256) 852-8500

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan

http://www.admiralcleaning.net
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The Great 
Earthquake

On August 6, 1961 at exactly 
1:20 in the afternoon, a radio 
station in Birmingham inter
rupted its programming to 
broadcast news of an earth
quake.

The amount of damage was 
not known yet but there were 
reports of windows rattling and 
dishes being knocked off the 
shelves all across North Ala
bama. Within a few minutes 
other radio stations began 
broadcasting the same news and 
civil defense sirens began blar
ing in Gadsden and Anniston.

Robert Snider, a reporter for 
the Gadsden newspaper, was on 
his way to Birmingham when he 
heard the news. Immediately, he 
stopped at the next phone and 

Licensed - Insured - References

M S Masonry

called the radio station that had 
first broadcast the report.

The radio announcer re
peated the information released 
over the air.

Playing a hunch, Mr. Snider 
next called the Marshall Space 
Flight Center in Huntsville. 
’Yes," said the space flight offi
cial, "There was a test firing of 
the Saturn today. It took place 
at 1:00 p.m. this afternoon."

There had never been an 
earthquake. The earth tremors 
that had been reported were the 
test firing of the Saturn Rocket, 
the most powerful engine in the 
world.

Even today, there are still 
people who remember the pow
erful "earthquake" of 1961.

No man’s credit is as good as 
his cash.

William “Dub” Pierce

We now deliver fresh 
flowers locally

256.5333050

Ron Cooper 
Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave 
Huntsville, Al 358oi

Repairs 
Pavers 
Curbs 
Walk ways 
Blocks 
Stone 
Stucco

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester 

256-694-2469

A good example of minority 
rule is a baby in the house.

Robin Williams, 
mother of four children

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Back by popular demand!
“The Maltese Falcon”, by Dashiell Hammett

A new genre of crime fiction filled with slang, sex, violence and 
misogyny (over 18 please)

Call for May show dates and times.

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117 for 
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

Inspections performed 
according to ASHI Standards 
Johnny Frazier, Inspector 

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430 
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by aprofessional

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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Old 
Huntsville

1806 -The United States 
signs treaty with the Chicasaw 
Indians. The tribe agrees to give 
up their claim to land in Madi
son County for the sum of 
$2,000 each year for 4 years, a 
grist mill, and "a machine to 
clean cotton."

1808 - First distillery in 
Alabama begins operations 
next to the Big Spring.

1809 - James McGuire and 
Elizabeth Thornby become the 
first couple to get married in 
Huntsville.

1810 - A"horse path" is 
carved from the wilderness con
necting Brownsboro and Hunts
ville.

1812 - Madison County 
boasts a population of 1,378 
families Of these, 823 own 
land.

1816 - LeRoy Pope deeds 
land to city for a cemetery.

1818 - Huntsville is be

coming an affluent society with 
20 well-known families having an 
accumulated wealth of $6 million

1819 - William Rufus King 
is a delegate to the Alabama 
State Convention held here in 
Huntsville. In 1852 he is elected 
Vice President of the United 
States.

1819 - Huntsville fire engine 
company is incorporated.

1820 - Chief Mad Wolf, a 
Creek Indian, visits Huntsvills 
with his braves. Among their pur

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Country Ham &, Fruit Baskets
It’s time to plant! Come get your annuals, vegetable plants, 

house plants, ferns - get your hands in the dirt!

Were open 7 days a week!

(256) 539-9257
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville 

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Delicious Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

chases was listed $2,000 worth 
of blankets.

1828 - Madison County 
builds its first poorhouse. The 
first poorhouse superintendant 
was John Powers.

1836 - Creek Indians from 
all across North Alabama are 
gathered at Guntersville for the 
long march west.

1849 - A local doctor ad
vertises a cure for deafness for 
only 50 cents. It was also good 
for sore muscles.

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat 
Sunday 8-5

Madison 
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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The Deacon
Taken from 1893 newspaper 
Deacon Johnson is a claimed,

great temperance man, 
and sets a good example 
of total abstinence to all 
his church-going neigh
bors.

Not long ago he em
ployed a carpenter to 
make some alterations 
in his parlor. In repair
ing the corner near the 
fireplace it was neces
sary to remove the wain
scoting, when, lo! a dis
covery was made that 
astonished everyone. A 
brace of decanters, a 
tumbler and a pitcher 
were costly reposing 
there, as if they had 
stayed there from the be
ginning. The deacon was 
quickly summoned 
from prayer, and as he 
beheld the bottles, he ex-

"Well, I declare! 
That is curious, sure 
enough. It must be the 
same that old Bains 
left when he left this 
home for greener pas
tures, thirty years 
ago!"

"Perhaps he did," 
offered one of the car
penters, "but, Deacon, 
the ice in that pitcher 
must have been froze 
mighty hard to last all 
these years!"

The rest of your life really can be 
the best of your life. Our LIFE groups 
are designed for people who consider 
their mature years to be a time for growing 
spiritually through Learning...Involving... 
Fellowship and...
Evangelism. Join 
us on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15 to 
enrich your life in a 
LIFE Group.

600 Governors Dr SW 
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 428-9400 
www.fbchsv.org

The trouble with law 
is lawyers.

Rick Jones, 
serving six months First Baptist Huntsville

Alabama's First Baptist Cfturcfi • f. 1M9

^PBflNTING 

SERVICES

256.534.4452
Toll Free: 877.534.4452

Fax: 534.4456

com

http://www.fbchsv.org
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Strange News 
from North 
Alabama

- In a Decatur courtroom, the 
two defendants sat listening as 
the prosecutor asked the victim 
in a loud voice, "Are the two 
men who robbed you in this 
courtroom today?" The whole 
court looked on in amazement 
as the two defendants slowly 
raised their hands.

- Mr. Tifft of Scotsboro said 
you can't miss something you've 
never had. What Mr. Tifft "never 
had" was a first name. He ex
plained that his father disliked 
his own first name, Alanson, 
and decided to permit his son 
to choose his own first name. 
"I grew up without a first name, 
and have never felt like appro

priating one," Tifft said. "How
ever, I've gotten along just as well 
without one."

- In the late 1950s, NASA re
alized that they needed a way for 
astronauts to write in space, 
and that gravity-fed pens 
wouldn't work in zero gravity. A 
task force of engineers devel
oped a pressurized pen that 
would work in space. All the 
research and the initial run of

BUYING
OLD FISHING LURES
I want to buy older and newer fishing lures 
and fishing related items

Call Steve in Decatur 
Home - 256-432-2688 
Cell-256-318-3867

60 pens, cost just over a mil
lion (1960) dollars. The Rus
sians realized they had the same 
problem. They solved it by giv
ing their cosmonauts pencils.

- Howard Dell, of Cullman 
purchased a pistol to commit 
suicide with. When the gun mis
fired he sued the manufacturers 
using the argument that the de
fective gun deprived him of his
rights.

We now provide catering for special events
We cater all your special events: Business Meetings - Reunions 
Company picnics - Wedding parties - Receptions - Birthday parties

Rare, Collectibles, 
with A Huge Selection!

7900 Bailey Cove Road
Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat 
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Check our good selection 
of LARGE PRINT books and 
BOOKS ON TAPE

of signed editions with many 
local & regional authors

Buy - Sell - Trade
Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies 

Gifts - Expresso Supplies 

880-6464
Your Neighborhood Store For Food, Books & Fine Coffee
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the world has not seen since the days of the 
great emperors.

most inspir

“Iliis is the true expression and manifestation of China’s

5,000 years of history and civilization.
vINF PERFORMING ARTS

groundbreaking

pirational and excit

<77-^he world’s largest and
•>ing Chinese performing arts show is
coming to Huntsville! Rated as No. 7 show
from the top by Billboard in Feb. 2006,
the “incredible Spectacular bos become the
number one way for New York families to 
celebrate the New Year. “ (Rita Cosby, An
chor, MSNBC News) The Spectacular show
cases the true traditional Chinese culture
through stunning state-of-the-art backdrop

f-“I adored it! It w«» rally a fi»bulou» evening. 
I lend everything from beginning to end-...

Iff

winning

ticketmaster

ay 6, 2008
7:30pm,Tickets: $39-$79

Von Braun Center Concert Hall 
Xi-800-863-9161

BestChineseShows. com
Genuine Chinese culture without

Communist party propaganda

”Wow!... a visit to a ”----- Richmond Shepard, Performing Arts INSIDER* *
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Early Days 
at Redstone

by John L. McDaniel

I paused on the top of Monte 
Sano mountain on the afternoon 
of February 24, 1942 to look 
down on the beehive of activity 
that I was about to enter. There 
appeared to be a great deal of 
activity to which there was very 
little order. I stopped at the 
Yarbrough Hotel to inquire about 
a room and found that there 
were no vacancies. The same 
situation was found at the 
Twickenham Hotel and the 
Russel Erskine Hotel. I was told 
that the workers could find a bed 
on Clinton Street. I found a bed 
for one dollar a night at a large 
building that was full of triple 
decker bunks. I was counseled 
to watch my wallet when I went 
to sleep since there were a lot a 
strangers in town. This was par
ticularly important to me since 
I had $21 in my wallet. Having 

selected my bunk, I drove down 
Clinton Street, past the cream
ery, to the filling station and bar
ber shop. Here Mr. Malone, the 
barber, gave me a quick update 
on Huntsville. The Central Cafe 
was a good place to eat, if you 
could afford the price, and the 
bootlegger was located at a mo
tel on the Athens Highway. Hav
ing this essential information, 
I inquired as to how I could get 
to the Arsenal.

At the mention of the Arse
nal, Mr. Malone refused to talk 
since, according to him, it was 
a great secret as to the location 
of the Arsenal. I decided that I 
would follow the traffic; if the 
place was secret, someone 
could stop me - this happened.

On February 26, 1942 I be
came the 344th person hired at 
Huntsville Arsenal. My job was 
to work in a plant that manu
factured mustard gas.

To do this work, it would 
be necessary for me to wear 
clothes impregnated with a sub
stance to prevent the mustard 
gas fumes from coming in con

tact with the skin. The long- 
johns underwear were thick with 
the substance, as were the socks, 
coveralls, shoes, and hat. I have 
scars today on my wrists where 
I was careless in joining the un
derwear sleeves and the gloves. 
A gas mask completed the uni
form. Sensitive skin was not a 
particular advantage, since the 
showers used kerosene to re
move any mustard gas or vapor 
contamination from the body.

Six mustard manufacturing 
plants were constructed at 
Huntsville Arsenal.

Two chlorine plants, each 
generating 45 tons of liquid 
chlorine every 24 hours for use 
in making mustard gas, were 
located nearby. Each mustard 
manufacturing plant consisted 
of a sulfur monochloride build
ing, a building which generated 
ethylene from pure grain alco
hol, and a mustard reactor 
building.

I received my training in the 
manufacture and loading of 
mustard gas at Edgewood Arse
nal in Maryland. This training 

‘‘[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

CARE, COMFORT and the 

QUALITY OF LI FE they deserve.

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we 

can help put your mind at ease.

A S S I S T E

License: 09011 O

.tfeorth^
ASSISTED LIVING-/

at /Z^yrd, Jprmgs 
8020 Benaroya Lane SW 

866.549.9062 
www.hearthstoneassisted.com

http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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consisted of working with indi
viduals who had kept the plant 
in standby for many years. I was 
assigned to the midnight shift 
and received at least one shift 
training on each of the major 
operations. All work was done 
with a gas mask on; this caused 
a severe problem around day
light each morning, as the whis
kers grew out along the edge of 
the mask. It became very easy 
to identify a mustard worker 
when seen on the street, from 
the distinct imprint of the gas 
mask on his face. I kept telling 
myself there were worse places 
to be than on a mustard reac
tor at Edgewood Arsenal - Hell 
came to mind.

The per diem during my stay 
at Edgewood Arsenal was $6 a 
day. After paying for room and 
board, there was very little 
money left to spend for per
sonal items or at the bootleg
gers. It is an old story that one 
way of keeping people out of 
trouble is to deny them the 
means for getting into it. Dur
ing this period, personnel who 
could not afford to buy a Free
dom Bond could buy Freedom 
Stamps until the value of the 
stamps was sufficient to trade 
for a bond. I was fortunate to 
have accumulated nine dollars 
worth of Freedom Stamps 
prior to my trip. I traded in 
these stamps for money to use 
—

SPARKMAN MARBLE
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE'S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892

for food and other essentials
So, after three months of 

training, I was qualified to 
manufacture mustard gas and 
to supervise others in the op
eration. Evidence of my qualifi
cations was obvious; eye irrita
tions that reduced my vision to 
a fraction of normal, throat ir
ritations that produced dry 
cough that kept me awake at 
night, and large blisters or sec
ond degree burns on each wrist. 
I am at this point doing very 
little broken field running, since 
my goal is to get through the line 
in one piece. I had started my 
new career very cheerful and 
confident, but now in only a few 
months I had become yery so
ber and quiet. Things were not 
turning out as I had expected.

Upon returning to Huntsville 
Arsenal, I was made the fore
man of an operation using the 
filling line, that had previously 
been used for filling 105-MM 
shells, to fill M47A2 bombs. 
This setup was very poor.

With fatigue and forgetful
ness often present, it was not 
long until some operators tried 
to drop two charges into one 
bomb. This dumped several gal
lons of mustard gas on the floor 
and thoroughly contaminated 
the conveyer rolls and adjacent 
equipment. Since the equipment 
and concrete floors were very 
difficult to decontaminate, the

AA Major Medical 
Insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card 
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life 
Insurance Available for indi
vidual. Family, Business, Medi
care Supplement Available on 
Disability or Age 65 and Up. Short 
Term, effective immediately. 
Ages 15 Days to 65.

256-859-7477
Alabama Only:

1-866-709-4908

Some lifetime gurantees 
mean you spend a lifetime 

trying to get them 
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Chet Bowers
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deliver it anywhere coast to coast 
ortoourdry and secure ware
house. It's that simple.

Consider it moving and 
storage on your terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing. 

1111 WELLS AVE. 
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801

256 534 - 0971
PODS
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1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.PODS.com
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situation went from bad to 
worse despite all the safety de
vices we installed on the equip
ment.

Consequently, the entire op
eration became contaminated to 
the point that it was always 
"hot." Many employees suffered 
from severe cases of eye and 
throat irritations. Due to the 
three=shift, seven-days-a-week 
operation, many of the number 
had to be hospitalized for gen
eral debility and eye and respi
ratory irritation.

This operation resulted in 
the beginning of my contacts 
with Brigadier General Rollo C. 
Ditto, the command of Hunts
ville Arsenal. I recall him as 
being easy-going and gregarious 
with an uncomplicated, prag
matic management style. He 
asked me if there was anything 
right about what I was doing. 
Before I could answer him, he 
told me to eliminate all the 
things that were right about the 
operation and work on what I 
had left. He asked me if I had 
any education and I 
told him I had a col
lege degree. He peered 
at me closely through 
the fogged glasses of 
his gas mask, turned, 
and walked briskly 
away. I decided that 
his actions gave me the 
authority to close my 
line for cleanup -this I 
did.

Following the ex
periences in the mus
tard loading and fill
ing plants, it was dis
covered that the bot
tom parts of both my 
lungs were badly 
scarred.

I was given a job 
in charge of the refrig
eration for all the 
chemical operations 
on the Arsenal. The 
new job would keep 

me out in the open more; how
ever, at the same time, it would 
subject me to different types of 
chemical poisons.

One of the most interesting 
operations was the production 
of colored smoke grenades. The 
dye used in the grenades colored 
the workers' clothing and 
stained the skin. It was not un
common to see people of rain
bow hues walking around 
Huntsville. Due to the health 

For allyour 
Real Estate needs - 

callus

MARY ELLEN
yfe 6 ceiNjwj

256.797.0203 
www.MaryEllenPeters.com

2410 L&N Road, Suite C 
Huntsville, AL 35801

hazard associated with working 
in colored smoke, the workers 
were paid one grade higher. 
Fires were numerous, as many 
as 11 in two hours being re
corded when yellow grenades 
were being made.

During these early days, I had 
learned some very valuable les
sons in broken field running 
from a culture made up of hard
working, hard-drinking, and 
hard-living people. The Hunts

- service above and beyond your expectations

http://www.MaryEllenPeters.com


ville Arsenal reached its peak of 
3,707 employees in May 1944, 
with 90% civilians and 10% mili
tary.

Of the work force, 9% were 
unskilled, 48% semi-skilled, 
18% skilled, and 25% adminis
trative or graded employees. A 
representative sample recorded 
in September 1944 showed 26% 
white female, 11% colored fe
male, 52% white male, and 11% 
colored male. For a long time, 
the Arsenal maintained a work
ing ratio of white and colored 
employees almost equal to the 
population ratio.

My first experience in recruit
ing was in hiring a secretary for 
my operation. A very healthy 
looking lady from Union Grove 
showed up about 9:00 a.m. for 
the interview. I asked her why 
she was late and she told me 
that when she went out to milk 
the cows one of them was deliv
ering a calf and she had to help 
the cow along.

Her previous experience con
sisted of picking cotton, work
ing at a saw mill, and doing gen
eral housework for her parents. 
I inquired of her about her 
qualifications to be a secretary, 
and she told me that she learned 
how to type in high school and 
had kept books for a used car 
dealer in Arab. Arab is a small 
town around thirty miles south 
of Huntsville. These qualifica
tions seemed more than ad
equate for my requirements, so 
I hired her. The first person I 
ever hired turned out to be one 
of the best people I ever hired, 
and she remained with me until 
I left for the Navy.

Her creative writing ability 
was called to task one night 
when an operator from the mus
tard plant showed up in the of
fice. He was obviously in some 
slight pain and periodically 
pulled at his sex organs. He 
told me that he failed to secure 
his pant legs properly around 

his ankles, and the mustard 
fumes had caused his sex or
gans to turn red. This was com
plicated by the fact that he had 
been married only one week. I 
asked my secretary to write a 
letter for me to sign to his new 
bride explaining the situation:

"Dear Mrs. Jones:

“Senior Homecare by Angels”
837-1137
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Kenn Mease H to , 
(256) 990-2022 s W.
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Preserving Huntsville’s Past - BuildingTtuntsville’s Future
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Do not expect sexual inter

course for a few days. Your hus
band got mustard gas on the pri
vate parts of his body."

A wide variety of techniques 
was tried in an effort to improve 
the morale of the mismanaged 
personnel. An innovation of the 
post exchange was the cultivation 

http://www.visitingangels.com
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of a truck garden - the products 
from which were used in the caf
eteria. Another venture was a pig 
raising project. The post ex
change owned ninety hogs, fed 
mostly by swill from kitchens. 
The pigs were to provide pork 
for the cafeterias. A farmer was 
employed to care for the hogs 
and tend to the "victory garden." 
Operative during 1943 and the 
spring of 1944, the farm was 
discontinued in May 1944 as 
being too costly. The loss on it 
amounted to $576.13.

Upon my return from the 
Navy to Huntsville Arsenal, I 
sought out the personnel office 
and found that it was located in 
the basement of Building 111, 
the headquarters. I was told that 
the Arsenal was being closed 
down, and that I was no longer 
needed.

However, after some discus
sion, I was given a job as a su
pervisor in a demilitarization 
operation. The job here was to 
remove the poison gases and the 
high explosives from the shells 
and bombs, and recover what- «

HUNTSVILLE'S 
TRAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise 

ever materials, such as magne
sium, that was available. This 
operation lasted until March 17, 
1949, when the Arsenal was put 
up for sale.

During 1948, the Office 
Chief of Ordnance decided to 
designate an arsenal to research 
and development in the field of 
rocketry. On June 1, 1949, the 
Ordnance Department reacti
vated Redstone Arsenal to carry 
out this mission. This Depart
ment reactivated Redstone Arse
nal to carry out this mission. 
The Redstone Arsenal also took 
over the real estate of the deac
tivated Huntsville Arsenal, giv
ing the new arsenal a combined 
area of 40,000 acres.

With the arrival of a comple
ment of officers and 120 former 
German Scientists from Fort 
Bliss, Texas, in April 1940, to 
join the approximately 1,200 
personnel already on board, 
Redstone Arsenal entered the 
missile era.

A sharp tongue and a dull 
mind are often found in 

the same head.

Linda Scott

John’s Jungle Jyms
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3037 Old Highway 431 
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4008 Holmes Avenue
t 837-4761

http://www.gibsonbooks.com


The Railroad 
Ferry

Almost forgotten in the his
tory of Madison County was a 
spot about 12 miles south of 
Huntsville at Hobbs Island, on 
the Tennessee River, where the 
N.C. and St. L Railroad used to 
operate a riverboat railroad be
tween Hobbs Island and 
Guntersville, Ala. The 22 miles 
between Guntersville and Hobbs 
Island was the longest stretch 
of railroad ferrying in the world.

This unique means of rail
roading began back in 1893 af
ter the N.C an St. L purchased 
the Tennessee and Coosa rail
road which ended its line at 
Guntersville. The N.C. and St. 
L line ran south from Elora, 
Tenn, to Hobbs Island. This left 
22 miles of water between the 
two lines.

Rather than relocate many 
miles of track across several 
mountains in this Tennessee 
Valley area, and span the Ten
nessee River with a bridge, the 
N.C. and St. L's riverboat rail
road was begun.

It took about four hours to 
travel the 22 miles and the scen
ery along the way was as pretty 
as any on N.C. and St. L's 1043 
miles of track.

In 1957 the railroad ceased 
operation of the riverboat.
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The Key to Sucess
A keymaker in Huntsville, Alabama credited one word with doubling his 
business. The sign in the window of his shop used to read: "Keys Made 
While You Wait." The thought occurred to him that most people don't like 
to wait for anything. So he changed the sign to, "Keys Made While You 
Watch. from 1902 Huntsville publication

Dallas
Mill
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Call us to reserve the Deli for your special 
event after 4pm - we will cater for you or 
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Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM 

489-3354
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES 
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SOUP OF THE DAY
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(256) 859-7477
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Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & strip
ing. We do parking lots, handi
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors



News From the Year 1900
News From Huntsville and Around The World

McKinley Elected President
President William McKinley 

has been re-elected, along with 
his vice-presidential running 
mate, Governor Theodore 
Roosevelt of New York, leader 
of the famed Rough Riders dur
ing the recent Spanish-American 
War. Republicans also swept the 
congressional elections, win
ning increased majorities in 
both the Senate and the House 
of Representatives.

The election marked the sec
ond defeat for presidential of
fice for William Jennings Bryan 
of Nebraska, who lost to 
McKinley four years ago. His 
running mate on the Democratic 
ticket this year was Adlai 
Stevenson of Illinois. And nearly 
100,000 votes were cast for 
Eugene Debs, the Socialist can
didate.

As election returns poured 
in yesterday, the president's 
hometown of Canton, Ohio, re
verberated with cheers. As mid

For Your Health!

Solving your 
health, puzzle

256-883-4127
Open Monday - Saturday 
info@ruthsnutrition.com 

Herbs 
Vitamins 
Massage 

Reflexology
Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist 
Auricular Therapy 

Magnetic Therapies 
Electrodermal Testing 

Rapid Eye Technology

night approached supporters 
marched to the McKinley home 
while bands played and rockets 
sent streaks through the dark
ened sky. Appearing on the 
porch of his house, the presi
dent greeted the cheering 
throngs by saying: "Fellow citi
zens, I thank you for the great 
compliment of this call on this 
inclement night, and at this late 
hour."

News of the election returns 
was received by Governor 
Roosevelt at his home on 
Sagamore Hill in Oyster Bay, 
New York. Returns from the 
various states were relayed to 
him by messengers from the 
local telegraph office in the rail
road station, three miles away. 
After reading early returns, the 
governor commented: "Isn't that 
fine. It shows what the Ameri
can people are. It shows that 
they want the good times to con
tinue." The office of vice presi

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy. 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You! 
Cleansing & Weight 

Loss 

www.ruthsnutrltlon.com

NUTRITION

dent has been vacant since the 
death of Garret Hobart last year.

U.S. reaches 
76 million

The official population of the 
United States for 1900 stands 
at 76,295,220. Some 
74,627,907 inhabit the 45 
states. The remaining 
1,667,313 include persons 
abroad in the service of the na
tion and residents of the seven 
territories: Alaska, Arizona, 
Dist. of Columbia, Hawaii, the 
Indian Territory, New Mexico 
and Oklahoma. Based on tax 
returns, the count does not in
clude 145,282 Indians who live

Custom Cuts
Lawn & Landscape Service 
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod
* Flowers & Shrubs
* Lawn & Landscape 

Management
* Aerating & Overseeding
* Free Estimates
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Jimmy Stubbs
Owner 
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in the Indian Territory and pay 
no taxes.

The figure marks a gain of 
13,225,464, or about 20%, over 
the 1890 census of 63,069,756. 
The 1900 count was computed 
with the latest tabulating ma
chines. These eliminate the 
prior custom of the rough count 
and produce a more accurate, 
cheaper, quicker census.

Bostwick Sets 
Two Auto Speed 
Records

Albert C. Bostwick set speed 
records today for five and ten 
miles on the Guttenberg, New 
Jersey, track with his new 
French automobile.

His gasoline-run racer, 
which is quite different from any 
machine manufactured in the 
United States, sped five miles 
in 7:43.2 and ten miles in 
15:09.2.

His noisy motorcar was 
helped when the electric vehicle 
of A.L. Richter blew a battery 
fuse while leading. The pre-race 
parade of these new-fangled 
machines excited spectators, 
who appear to be thrilled by this 
dangerous but exciting sport.

"Old Tyme Friendly Service"

US Gov't. Post Office * UPS Shipping
(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded 
Computerized Profiles 

BellSouth Payment Center 
AT&T Phone Center

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service

MADE TO ORDER 
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction 

Specialists 

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Big Screens 
Coming

Moving pictures have been 
around since Thomas Edison 
and George Eastman designed 
their celluloid strips back in 
1889, and over the last decade, 
millions of people have seen 
picture shows, but only indi
vidually and through some ex
ertion. They have to turn the 
cranks on private viewing appli
ances to watch short films on 
small square screens. Project
ing pictures on big screens in 
theaters is on the way.

$25^000 
Ransom Paid

The 15-year-old son of 
Omaha millionaire Edward A. 
Cudahy, head of the Cudahy 
Packing Company, was released 
unharmed after Cudahy paid the 
$25,000 ransom in gold de
manded by kidnappers.

Thus ended two days of 
drama which saw Omaha's en
tire police and detective forces 
and private detective agencies 
scour the city to locate the young 
man, Edward. The kidnappers 
remain at large.

Five Points
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

* Noodle & Boo
- Fine baby product line

Bella Cucina
-Artful Food

Paddy Wax
- Scented Soy Candles 

Aroma Floria
- Decorative Aroma Beads 

Archipelago
- Botanical lotions
- Home Scents

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-5pm

534-5854
Under New Ownership

Theresa Carlisle
716 Pratt Ave - in 5 Points

A committee is a group 
that keeps minutes and 

wastes hours.
Ron Eyestone
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Times Have Chan

1 - Big Spring
2 - Courthouse

Big Spring, circa 1955
3 - Farmers Market 5 - Swimming Pool
4-Bank Big. 6 - Clinton Ave.

MILLER & MILLER

General Contractors

Helping to build Huntsville 
for over 50 Years
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For Better or Worse
By Malcolm Miller

In the fall of nineteen fifty-five I went to 
work as a letter carrier for the Huntsville Post 
Office and after almost ten years working in 
the General Shoe Factory (later Geneseo) with 
hard work and almost poverty pay, the post 
office was a real change for the better.

I worked as a substitute carrier for over a 
year delivering mail and parcels to what then 
was greater Huntsville. I think at one time or 
another I delivered mail on every street.

Finally I was assigned my very own route 
and it made work much easier because I would 
be walking the same long streets every day 
and going up on the same porches, meeting 
the same people and incidentally the same 
dogs knowing which were friendly, both people 
and dogs, and which were not. I had one 
cocker spaniel that met me at the beginning 
of my route and followed me all day every 
day.

There were several special people on my 
route that I still remember till this day. There 
was Mrs. Fisk, an invalid, who lived on 
Humes Avenue. She told me to just open the 
front door and hand her the mail. There was 
Louis and Lillian Jennings also on Humes 
and on McCullough Avenue there was Marie 
Osborne, a lady I went to school with at Ha
zel Green, also on McCullough I met Herman 
and Lessie Hunt, two of the finest people I 
ever knew. When you deliver mail on those 
long neighborhood streets it sure is good to 
have a place to stop for a cool drink of water 
and use the bath room. I could always count 
on Lessie Hunt to provide this assistance with 
a friendly smile.

Herman worked at the Huntsville Fire De
partment when I first started delivering their 
mail but he soon started working for the post 
office delivering mail also, and I dare say 

Herman Hunt was the hardest working man I have 
ever seen. He was assigned a route in Dallas village 
joining my route and at that time if you were carry
ing a mail bag you could ride the city busses free. 
Herman would rush around his route as fast as he 
could and when he finished at the corner of 
Oakwood and Andrew Jackson Way, if it wasn't time 
for a bus, Herman would walk all the way back to 
the post office at the corner of Holmes and Jefferson 
streets.

Unfortunately as the Hunts were raising fine chil
dren and enjoying life, tragedy struck. Lessie was

For FAshioNs FiNishimq Touch...

The little things really do count. 
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

740
539-3876

Remember your Mom on 
Mother’s Day

Unique clothing & jewelry 
for that special gift.
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hit with a stroke that left her 
wheel chair bound; this crippled 
her body but not her spirit. Even 
years later when I visited her she 
greeted me with a smile and a 
hug. When Lessie became dis
abled that's when Herman 
proved that he had married her 
literally for better or worse. All 
these many years later he de
voted his life to taking care of 
her every need and never once 
complaining that I know of.

Recently Herman reached the 
point where he could no longer 
take care of Lessie so they 
moved in with their daughter 
where she could help out with 
her, but Herman is still living 

up to those wedding vows that 
he made many many years ago, 
for better or worse, till death 
do us part.

For Sale
One genuine New York au

tomatic cow milking pia- 
chine. Only used for one 
week until herd ran away. 
Will trade for anything you 
got. Also have assortment of 
woman’s clothing and acces
sories for sale. She left too.

Contact at newspaper 
office

From 1901 newspaper

Your Full Service Garden Center
Full line of shrubs, trees, 
perennials, herbs 
and annuals.
Including hard to 

find items. Family 
owned and 
operated for te.
15 years

EHEarthTouch
8515B Whitesburg Drive South 

Huntsville, Alabama 
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Roads, Roads and More Roads!
With the phenomenal growth Huntsville and 

Madison County is now experiencing, the need 
for roads and infrastructure has become 
critical. I promise to work full time to get the 
needed roads for Madison and Huntsville.

I believe politicians have to follow 
through on what they promise.

Vote for
Glenn Watson

County Commissioner 
District 2

Help us build Huntsville and Madison County
Paid for by friends of Glenn Watson

/ Keep My Promises!



The Penny in the 
Parking Meter

by Bob Cochran
My family moved to Huntsville from Bir

mingham in September, 1956, when my dad 
got a job at the Army Missile Command at 
Redstone Arsenal. Because the population of 
Huntsville was booming at that time, we lived 
in an apartment on Harrison Avenue for sev
eral years.

After finishing fifth and sixth grade at 
Blossomwood School, I attended the old 
Huntsville Junior High on Randolph Street. 
Sometime in early 1958, I discovered the fun 
of collecting .coins. At first, I just went through 
my folks' change, and they let me keep Lin
coln pennies I needed to put in the holes in a 
couple of coin albums I bought at the old 
Grand newsstand by the Twickenham Hotel.

I later became a charter member of the 
Rocket City Coin Club, and the members told 
me how I could buy a $50 bag of loose pen
nies at the bank, go through them and re
place the ones I wanted, roll the coins and 
trade them back in. Even with all these

■fwice Open & firn
We know Moms are busy and 
that’s why we have the easiest 
consignment policy. Just Drop and 
Run. No Hangers, No Tagging, No 
Hassles. View your account online

We Consign Great 
Children’s Clothing!
Brands Include:
• Strasburg
• Abercrombie
• Aeropostale
• Beaux et Belles
• Many More...

Located across the street from Interior Market Place, 
just off Hwy 431 near Hampton Cove.

Great New Items:

• Melissa & Doug Toys

• Custom Dresses

• Baby Shower Gifts

• Monogramming!

5767 Cove Commons Dr Huntsville 532-0250 
www.TwiceUponATimeConsign.com 

Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

15% Off with this ad
opportunities, I was still lacking a few 
of the "rare" coins - one of them being 
the 1914D ("D" for the Denver mint, 
where the coin had been made).

In the fall of 1959 I was attempting 
to make the Huntsville Junior High foot
ball team. Of course, we practiced after 
school. I don't remember the reason 
now, but my mother had told me that, 
instead of me walking the 6 or 8 blocks

ASIAN
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs 
For All Budgets 
FREE PAD with 

purchase (Mention this ad)

256.885.0706
4800 Whitesburg Dr., Suite 2 

next to Fresh Market
New Shipment of Persian Rugs 

JUST ARRIVED!

7 Application Program 

Fertilization

Professional Turf Care Company weed control

256-704-5687
www. Perf ectTurf. net

Insect * Disease Control

Fire Ant Control

Tree a Ornamental Care

RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 Grub Control

“Because You Deserve It”
President, Jerry O. Smith 

State Certified Applicator

Direct Line: (256) 882-0304 
Cell: 
Fax:
Toll Free:
Email: Iouie1814©yahoo.com
www.risereatestate.com

(256) 653-3627
(256) 882-0804 
1-800-553-1908

Lou Walker
REALTOR®

Grow-in Program.*  

Athletic Programs

Ask about our 52 week

Licensed Over 25 Years

REAL ESTATE. INC.
3603 Memorial Partway South • Huntsville, Alabama 35801 HS

http://www.TwiceUponATimeConsign.com
Iouie1814%25c2%25a9yahoo.comwww.risereatestate.com
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home, she would pick me up in 
front of the City Drug Store on 
the Square about 5:30. So after 
practice, I walked up to the 
Square, bought a 3-scoop ice 
cream cone, and waited for her. 
I must have been early, or she 
was (as usual) late, but after I 
finished the cone, she still hadn't 
arrived.

The parking meters around 
the Square at that time had a 
little window in them, and the 
last coin that had been put in 
the meter was visible in the win
dow. Just to pass the time, I 
started walking up the East Side 
Square, glancing in the windows 
at the coins. I hadn't even made 
it to the old Goldsmith Bank 
Building on the corner when for
tune smiled on me for the first 
time that day!

There in the parking meter 
window was a 1914-D Lincoln 
Cent! The chance of such a coin 
being there was infinitesimal, 
but what luck I had that the front 
of the coin, showing the date and 
mint mark, was showing, in
stead of the back of the coin - 
which, on all of the Billions of 
Lincoln Cents minted up to that 
time (1958) were Exactly The 
Same!

After I caught my breath, I 
had to think how I was going to 
get my hands on that coin! My 
mother pulled up a few minutes 
later, and I told her what had 
happened. She told me that I 
should remember which meter 
it was in, and that we could con
tact the Police Department the 
next day to see when it would 
be emptied.

Then, I could ask whomever 
at the Police Department if I 
could go through the coins from

Always forgive your enemies 
- it really annoys them.

Richard Foster 

the parking meters, pick out the 
one I wanted, and buy it.

I didn't want to hear any of 
that. I went into the City Drug 
Store and asked the man behind 
the counter if he knew when the 
meters were emptied. That's 
when fate smiled upon me for 
the second time that day!

The man may have been Tom 
Dark, I don't remember. He 
thought for a moment and told 
me that the meters would prob
ably be emptied that day! He 
said that the policeman usually 
came by about 6 p.m. I went 
back outside and told my 
mother that I wanted to wait, 
and at the same time made sure 
I had some money in my pocket 
- in case the policeman wanted 
a "finder's fee."

She said "OK," and headed

home. I sat on the curb by that 
parking meter, determined to 
stay as long as it took to get 
that coin. About a half-hour had 
passed by when I saw a police-

132 Jetplex Lane 
Madison, AL 35758 
(256) 774-3600

(256) 533-5031 
Fax (256) 533-5061

ACStptam
Jab Properties, LLC

Heating & Cooling

E-mail: ac.systemsOyahoo.com

Sales 
Service 

Installation

k Serving The Best Customers In Huntsville> TAYLOR’S
F BARBER SHOP
J Ollie Taylor, Sr. - Ollie Taylor, Jr. - Brandon Stone

M Don Hamilton

Tue - Fri 9 - 5 
Sat - 8 -1 

Walk-ins Welcome 

883-1100 
11309 Mem. Pkw, S. Suite G 
Just North of Skate Odyssey

ac.systemsOyahoo.com
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man riding a motorcycle with a white box 
coming around the Courthouse.

I saw him park the motorcycle over 
on the south side of the Square, about 
in front of the Harrison Brothers Hard
ware Store.

My first reaction was to run over to 
him and tell him what I wanted, but I 
decided to wait - kinda "be cool," y'know. 
He emptied all the meters on the South 
Side Square, and then started walking 
over towards where I was sitting on the 
curb. The events that took place next were 
almost anticlimactic as far as the story 
goes, but I can remember them like it 
happened five minutes ago.

He said "Hello, what'cha doin'?" Even

stairs. This whole trip couldn't have taken five min
utes! My mother was in the kitchen, but she stuck her 
head around the corner to look down the stairs as I 
was coming up. "Did you get it?" she asked. "Yeah, I 
did!" "And it only cost me another penny," I yelled back.

When I showed it to her, she said that it was "real 
nice." I'm sure she was happy for me, but t3 her it was 
Just another penny.

I had the fun I expected the next day, showing my 
prize to my friends and some other coin collectors at 
school. After a while, my interest in the 1914-D waned 
slightly, as I concentrated on the other dates and mint 
marks that I needed to complete my set. I eventually 
completed the set, but I did have to buy one coin, a 
1909-S with the designer's initials ("VDB," for Victor 
David Brenner) on the back. It's the only coin rarer 
than the 1914 D.

though it was a warm day, I was shiver
ing with excitement. I told him that I was 
a coin collector, and that there was a 
penny in the meter that I really would 
like to buy from the City for my collec
tion.

I suppose my answer caught him off 
guard, because he had a puzzled look on 
his face. He said, "Fine, but which one 
do you want - I've got hundreds here!" I 
pointed at the parking meter in front of 
me and said, "I want that one, the penny 
in the window."

He had a special key in his hand, more 
like a wrench. He inserted the tool into 
the meter, turned it a couple of times, 
and then took the bottom part off. He 
dumped the contents into my hand, prob
ably no more that 25 or 30 coins. I ner
vously looked through about two-thirds 
of them before I found my prize. "This is 
the one," I said. I handed him back the 
others, dug into the pocket of my Jeans

I wound up selling my collection of Lincoln Cents 
in late 1968, so I could pay the tuition for my last year 
at Auburn. I later sold the 1914-D for $50; quite a 
healthy profit, even in 1969.

and handed him a penny to re
place it.

I've always hoped I was po
lite enough that day to thank 
him, and I'm sure I did - over 
my shoulder as I headed home. 
We lived in a second floor apart
ment, and I'm sure I was 
hollering all the way up the

I am really easy to get 
along with once people 

learn to worship me.

Bridgit Hundley

''i 
be most certain thing about tbe 

future is its uncertainty. 
Sit's nCner too early to be responsible.

Our (family (fare ‘Programs 
free families from emotional and
financial decision-malfng svben numbed by 
tbe loss of a Itftted one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE
Funeral Home & Crematory. Inc.

2320 ‘Bob ‘Wallace ? shm. (fpW. 534-247/
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Tips from Liz
- Use brown shoe polish mixed with floor 

wax to fill in faded spots.
- Apply a coat of wax to your dustpan and 

watch the dirt slide easily into the garbage.
- If you store your mops and brooms off 

the floor, they last longer.
- Don't put perfume on your neck before 

putting on real pearls. It will mar the finish 
on the pearls. That goes for hairspray, also.

- If you wash a faded pair of jeans with a 
new pair, the color will come back to the faded 
pair.

- To tell if your toilet tank leaks, add a few 
drops of green or blue food coloring to the 
tank. Don't flush for an hour - if color seeps 
into the toilet bowl, you might have to replace 
the ball.

- Dab your favorite perfume or scented oil 
onto the light bulbs, then turn on. The room 
will be full of the scent.

- Remove rust from your tub with a mix
ture of borax and lemon juice.

- Use real wine’for cooking and marinat
ing - try to avoid the commercial cooking 
wines because they have too much salt and 
too little flavor.

- Your pie crust will not brown properly 
in a shiny pan - use glass or a pan with a dull 
finish.

- If you don’t have a rolling pin, fill an old 
wine bottle with cold water and re-cork it.

- Dab lemon juice on your face and watch 
blemishes disappear in a few days.

- If your postage stamps get 
wet and are stuck together, put 
them in the freezer for a day - 
the stamps will come apart and 
their glue will still be usable.

- If you have a queen size bed 
and need sheets, buy full size 
for the flat sheet and queen size 
for the fitted. You need the fit
ted sheet to fit exactly, but the 
top sheet will be plenty large 
without hanging down to the 
floor. And it's cheaper.

Help Wanted
Woman with good disposition to take care 

of home and three children. She will be al
lowed one day every other week to do as she 
may please. Must be good cook and willing to 
work in garden.

Extra consideration will be given to any 
applicant who shall be proven to be skilled in 
reading and writing.

Wages, $5.00 per week, with $1.50 de
ducted for lodging.

Contact the editor for more information.
from 1874 newspaper

Country Treasures
Crafts, Collectibles, Furniture 

& Consignments

(256) 426-5042

Give Mom the gift of Relaxation and Relief!
* Mother - Daughter Special 15% off
* Gift Certificates Available in-store and On-line

The trouble withb being a 
grouch is you have to 

make new friends every

George Sharp

Hot Stone Massage - Swedish Relaxation 
Prenatal Massage - Reflexology - Deep Tissue

7910 S. Memorial Parkway - Suite G 
www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com (256)489-5118

http://www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com
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The Last
Gathering

The Grants first moved to Jackson 
County, Alabama, around 1834, settling 
on 200 acres of land granted to Thomas 
Grant for his service in the War of 1812.

By the time the Civil War began, Tho
mas Grant had nine grandsons. Five of 
them enlisted in the Confederate army, 
while the other four became Union sol
diers. All of them served in North Ala
bama, within a few miles of where they 
grew up. In 1864, while cutting wood, 
Thomas Grant suffered a fatal heart at
tack.

Word was sent to all the children and 
grandchildren of the upcoming burial. 
The next day saw the whole family gath
ered at the cemetery to pay their last re
spects. Five young men dressed in Con
federate gray stood on one side of the 
casket and the four Union men stood on 
the other side. When the time came to 
lower the casket, all nine young 
men helped, and when it was. 
done, they looked at one another 
across the grave. Slowly and al
most awkwardly, they reached 
across the still open grave and 
shook hands with one another.

Almost seventy-five years 
later, Mrs. E. Grant still remem
bered the tears on her uncles' 
faces that day. She said it was 
almost as if they were saying 
their last good-byes before they 
got back on their horses to re
turn to the war.

Out of the nine grandsons, 
four were killed in battle, one 
was captured and died in a Fed
eral prison, and two others were 
wounded.

The family never got together 
again.

When your elderly loved one needs assistance 
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home 
Buddies provides the highest quality care for 
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

Child Cau OdenCoM. ft/uenafc Swim OppMtuutty

One of life’s mysteries is 
how a one pound box of 
candy can make a woman 

gain five pounds.

For Sale or Rent In 1910
150 acre farm for $4,400, 100 in cultivation, 50 

acres in woods and pastures. A good number of springs 
and a good well on the land. There is a barn for horses 
and one for hay, several other outbuildings and a nice 
orchard. If you want a good improved farm look this 
one over.

7 room house on Randolph Street for $36 per month. 
Has inddoor facilities.

$25 per month. 4 room house in good condition on 
Pratt Avenue.

Pruitt Sammy Pruitt
Ph. 256-990-0058

LP.Wl^ CUKd smail: emtspruitt@aol.com

One Time Cuttings & Scheduled 
Services Available

Residential and Commercial

References Available
Cutting, Edging, Blowing, Shrub 

Trimming, Debris Cleanup, 
Pressure Washing

Ask about our fence, deck 
and access ramp pricing

Military, Healthcare Providers, and Public Safety Discounts

(256) 882-1299 
email: 

homebuddies@comcast.net 
www.homebuddies.com

Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in 
assisted living facilities
Experienced elder care workers 
Transportation to activities, shopping, 
errands, and appointments, helping seniors 
stay active and involved
Household chores and meal preperation 
Convalescent care during recovery from 
surgery or injury 
Day and overnight care 
Companionship
You can own a Home Buddies in your 
region! If you want to be a part of 
"The Caring Connection" and touch 
people's lives, Home Buddies is a 
unique business opportunity for you.

mailto:emtspruitt@aol.com
mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com
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Gifts That Inspire Romance
lingerie
Lotions 

Lubricants
Massage Oils
Shoes
Bridal
Dancewear
Sexy costumes
Marital Aids
Novelties
Intimate Games
Greeting Cards 

Condoms
Gift baskets 

Bachelorette 

Novelties
Books and Mag. Videi 
instructional.,
DVD Rentals
Herbal Stimulants
Package Wine
Package beer
Salvia
Tobacco
Water Pipes 
Hookahs
..and more

teasures
ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP

Huntsville AND Decatur, AL 
Hsv. 4925 University Dr.

830-0069
Decatur: 1711 Central Pkwy

584-0069



'tUhen life unis pimple

By 1900 Huntsville could boast of having one of the finest fire departments in the state. It 
had three full time firemen and twelve volunteers who weres furnished with rooms above the 
market house. That same year Dallas Mills began building 140 houses for its workers and 
the United Daughters of Confederate Veterans began a drive to raise money for a 
Confederate monument for the courthouse square.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week 

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office
UPS Shipping

Xocoleft in 3ii?toric B’oitils-----------


