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William 
Monroe 
Evans

The whole affair might have 
taken a different turn if Evans had 
not become smitten by a comely 
young lass on the outskirts of town. 
Soon he became a regular visitor 
to the young lady’s farm in an at
tempt to woo her hand. The girl’s 
father had no use for Evans. He 
repeatedly said that he would never 
stand for Evans marrying her as 
long as there was any life in his 
body.

To Evans that was talk he could 
understand. Riding up to the girl’s 
home late one afternoon, he killed 
the father and carried the girl off 
into the mountains.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Le.wter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 
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insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.
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William 
Monroe 
Evans

The townspeople had good 
reason to fear the man known 
as the “Devil of the mountains.” 
William Monroe Evans, during 
a span of almost thirty years, 
terrorized the Tennessee Valley, 
killing, hanging, and burning 
anyone or anything that dared 
to stand in his path. Not even 
the Yankees, under General 
Ormsby Mitchel’s command, 
would be guilty of such savagery 
and cruelty.

Evans was born on the 
Madison-Marshall county line 
around 1842 to a family whom 
history has forgotten. From the 
few accounts available it seems 
that his family eked out a living 
on a few acres of land where they 
worked halfheartedly growing a 
garden and raising a few pigs. 
The farm, if it could be called 
that, was located in the moun
tains now overlooking Lake 
Guntersville.

Evans learned at an early 
age that the mountains, almost 
completely inaccessible and hid
den from prying eyes, were a per

fect place to hide any livestock that 
happened to become separated 
from its rightful owners.

Finding the life of a brigand 
more to his liking than work
ing on a hard scrabble farm, he 
quickly embraced his newly 
chosen career. Gathering about 
him a few other miscreants and 
establishing a base camp in the 
hills, he quickly established 
himself as the leader.

The years preceding the Civil 
War were good ones for the band 
of budding desperados. Money 
had no real meaning to them as 
there were few places to spend 
it in the hills. They were con
tent to rustle an occasional cow, 
and driving it back into the moun
tains, slaughter it when they were 
hungry. The remainder of their 
time was spent lolling about the 
crude shacks and lean-to’s they 
called home and drinking the 
cheap homemade whiskey they 
concocted.

If ever the need for hard 
money arose, all they had to do 
was to sneak into the outlying 
areas of Huntsville, New Hope, 
or Guntersville and burglarize 
someone’s home.

Unfortunately, the lowlanders, 
as they were called, soon put two 
and two together and decided that 
they were financing the outlaws’ 
life-styles through their involun
tary contributions of beef. At first, 
the citizens were content to post
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guards, but try as they might, they 
could never catch the outlaws in 
the act.

Evans seemed to find this 
highly amusing. Repeatedly, af
ter confiscating some cattle from 
its hapless owner, he would ap
pear in town the next day as if 
daring someone to speak out 
against him.

Showing up in New Hope one 
day, after a particularly success
ful foray the night before, Evans 
began to taunt the farmer whose 
cattle he had stolen. The farmer 
was evidently afraid of Evans, 
and as the outlaw realized this 
the more brazen his abuse 
became. Finally the farmer, un
able to take anymore, mounted 
his horse and left town.

The whole incident might 
have ended there if Evans had 
left town too, but instead he 
chose to stay, along with his 
comrades, and spend the day 
drinking in a saloon.

Late that afternoon, with the 
sun still shining brightly, the 
brigands wobbled out of the sa
loon and staggered to where 
their horses were waiting, when 
all of a sudden their drunken 
revelry was interrupted by a loud 
shout.

“Evans, I want my cattle 
back!”

It was the farmer and in his 
hands, pointed straight at Evans, 
was a shotgun.

Evans made a sudden move, 

Gates Auto Repair Co.Jnc
Dehaan Gates 

Owner / Manager

In 1939 Huntsville was recov
ering from the Great Depression. 
Money was hard to come by and 
people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable 
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

®r® 68 Years At Same Location!

534-1221 615 Minor Str., N.E.

and when he did the farmer 
blasted away. Although the shot 
missed Evans, it tore a gaping 
hole in the shoulder of one of 
his men.

As Evans stood there un
harmed, a cruel and vicious 
sneer spread across his face 
when he realized the farmer’s 
gun was now empty. Slowly rais
ing his revolver toward the 
defenseless farmer, Evans was 
heard to mutter, “self-defense” 
as he killed his first man in cold 
blood.

Where before, Evans had 
been a troublesome thief, now 
he was a killer. Many people 
later said that with his first taste 
of blood he had become the devil 
incarnate. With his hideouts in 
the surrounding mountains, it 
was not long before he became 
known as the “Devil of the 
mountains.”

At first Evans seemed to rel
ish his new-found notoriety. 
The people in the surrounding 
communities, never overly fond 
of him, now shunned him com
pletely. Men who at least had 
tolerated him before now hung 
their heads and made excuses 
to leave whenever he entered a 
building.

This only served to enrage 
Evans and drive him to further 
extremes.

With no friends except his 
motley gang of brigands, Evans 
became embittered, some people

Proprietor
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women & 
Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.
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Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.
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claimed, at the whole human 
race. A person could look at 
Evans in a quizzical manner and 
find his barn burned the same 
night. A bartender who refused 
to serve him might end up with 
a load of buckshot in his back.

The law was helpless. With 
no witnesses or evidence there 
was little the sheriff could do. 
Anyone who spoke up against 
Evans was destined to feel his 
vengeance.

When the Civil War broke 
out, there lived in the northern 
part of Marshall County a man 
by the name of John Dickey; a 
man who was known for his 
hatred towards his neighbors. 
After federal troops took con
trol of the area north of the Ten
nessee River, Dickey offered his 
services to the union com
mander. Dickey’s hatred for his 
own people was wrongly in
terpreted as patriotism to the 
Union, and so the Yankees com
missioned him a captain of 
scouts with the power to orga
nize a company to operate in 
North Alabama.

This new company was com
posed mostly of men who had 
deserted the Confederate army 
or had been dodging conscrip
tion. Many of these men were 
also wanted by the law.

Lured by the opportunity to 
pillage and plunder at will, 
Evans joined the company and 
found, to his pleasant surprise, 
that he was in his element.

John Dickey and Devil Mon
roe Evans cut a swath of terror 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256)533-1103 (256)533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation Is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the 
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

across the valley that would re
main unparalleled in the history 
of the Tennessee Valley.

Men were dragged from their 
homes and murdered, some of 
them in the presence of their 
families. Volney Elliot was shot 
in the back, Alfred Clark was 
hung near New Hope, Davis 
Russell was shot and his body 
cruelly mutilated. Fletcher 
Lewis was found hung a few 
miles outside of Huntsville.

For most of them, their only 
crime was in crossing paths 
with Devil Monroe Evans and 
John Dickey.

The Confederate army was 
powerless to stop these atroci
ties and the Federal government 
refused to. Evans, Dickey and 
men like them, the federate rea
soned, were helping the North
ern cause by keeping the Rebel 
sympathizers in check.

By war’s end, Evans and 
Dickey were the most hated men 
in the Tennessee Valley. Al
though legally operating under the 
auspices of the Federal army, they 
had committed no crimes. The 
ex-Confederate soldiers returning 
home saw things differently.

John Dickey, deciding discre
tion was the better part of valor, 
pulled up stakes and moved to 
Texas. Evans, with his small band 
of cutthroats, retreated into the 
hills above New Hope in anticipa
tion of impending retribution.

An uneasy truce seemed to 
prevail for a while. The people in 
the valley stayed out of the moun
tains and Evans rarely if ever
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went to town. When he did, he 
was always carrying his shotgun.

The whole affair might have 
ended there if Evans had not be
come smitten by a comely young 
lass on the outskirts of town. 
Soon he became a regular visitor 
to the young lady’s farm in an at
tempt to woo her hand. The girl’s 
father had no use for Evans. He 
repeatedly told his daughter that 
he would never stand for Evans 
marrying her as long as there was 
any life in his body.

To Evans, that was talk he 
could understand. Riding up to 
the girl’s home late one after
noon, he killed the father and 
carried the girl off into the 
mountains.

The good folks of New Hope 
were outraged. A mob began to 
gather and there was talk of 
bringing Evans to justice. The 
sheriff brought them back to 
their senses. “No one witnessed 
the shooting except for the daugh
ter,” he said, “and if Evans is mar
ried to her now that means she 
can’t testify.”

In public, the men agreed with 
the sheriff but in private they had 
other ideas.

One of the little known facts 

about New Hope concerned the 
Masonic Hall in town. Besides 
being used for other functions, 
it was also the meeting place for 
the local Ku Klux Klan. And it 
wasn’t long before Evans and his 
wicked ways came to the atten
tion of the local, night-shirted 
gentry.

According to popular legend, 
the Klan placed a two-hundred 
dollar bounty on Evans’ head 
and within days, he was playing 
dodge the bullet whenever he 
wandered down from the hills.

This was more than Evans’ 
pride could bear. Calling his 
men together he laid plans to 
dynamite the Masonic Hall and 
the Methodist church, both 
strongholds of his enemies. 
Fortunately for the townspeople 
of New Hope, word of the 
scheme leaked out and before 
Evans could act, warrants were 
obtained for his arrest.

After several long and hard 
days in the saddle, the posse cor
nered Evans and his men near the 
present-day city of Arab. The 
pack resisted arrest and in the 
ensuing gunfight six gang mem
bers were shot to death. Evans 
escaped, although severely

•Primo
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wounded. He hid in the moun
tains until his injuries had healed 
sufficiently enough to allow him 
to travel. Deciding that both Madi
son and Marshall counties were 
dangerous to his health, he 
moved his wife and what was 
left of his gang to the mountains 
of Morgan County.

Cast out of the hills that he 
called home and with no friends, 
Evans began to look for other 
means of solace. It didn’t take 
him long to find what he was 
looking for.

Cloaked in the veil of reli
gion and casting himself as a 
modern-day Gabriel out to rid the 
world of wickedness, Evans pro
claimed himself a converted man 
- a prophet of God.

Of course, cattle and hogs 
kept disappearing and he still 
carried the same shotgun 
wherever he ventured.

Traditional religion must 
have weighed too heavily upon 
his shoulders. Instead of spend
ing his time in church spouting 
hell-fire and brimstone, he be
gan to have visions.

“God,” he said, “has told me 
to punish the nonbelievers.”

This punishment usually 
took the form of larceny, to the 
delight of his slovenly gang.

Next he had visions of many 
wives.

“God,” he was reported to 
have said, “has instructed me 
to take more wives so that our 
truth might be spread.”

Devil Evans believed in prac
ticing his newly discovered religion 
and it wasn’t long before there

1i
J Phone (256) 830-9160
< ? Fax (256) 430-0881 
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were seven wives living in his 
shanty, with a multitude of 
miniature devils playing in the 
dusty yard.

It would be satisfying if we 
could, at this point, record that 
Devil Evans became a changed 
man, but alas, if anything, he 
became even more cruel. De
spite his many wives, (or maybe 
because of them) he began 
spending more time with his 
gang of brigands.

And now, with a bible in one 
hand and a shotgun in the other, 
he considered any livestock that 
wandered his way as donations 
for the Lord’s work.

Evans would call on some 
hapless farmer, and with his shot
gun lying across the saddle in
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during the Civil War, by Nancy Rohr 
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5. When Spirits Walk: Ghosts 
of Hazel Green, Dallas Mill & more 
by Jacque Gray $15.95

6. Why is it Named That? 250 
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison 
County (new edition with a 
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson 
$13.95

7. 52 Weekends in the Ten
nessee Valley by Charles & Daniel 
Frew 24.95

8. Killingsworth Cove on 
Hurricane Creek by Joe Floyd 
Broyles $12.95

9. True Tales of Old Madison 
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

10. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s 
Famous Cow by Doris Gilbreath 
$13.95
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Now located in Railroad 
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315 Jefferson St. 

(Across from Railroad Station 
Roundhouse)
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shavers @ mindspring.com
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front of him, inform the man that 
he would surely die and go to hell 
unless he saw it in his heart to 
make a sizable contribution.

Whenever someone would 
protest he would find his home 
or barn burned to the ground. 
If he continued to protest, he 
became a leading candidate for 
a midnight ambush.

Every grand jury that was 
impaneled between 1875 and 
1891 tried to indict Evans for 
his many crimes, but through 
perjured testimony and intimi
dation of crucial witnesses he 
managed to overcome their 
every effort.

Many people began to think 
that the Devil was truly invincible.

In the summer of 1891, Evans 
and his son John were again out 
collecting contributions for their 
work. Unfortunately, a man by the 
name of Pierce Mooney returned 
home in time to catch the duo 
burglarizing his home. Mooney 
pulled his gun and began shoot
ing, and father and son headed for 
the woods. The next morning as 
Mooney was feeding his livestock, 
he was ambushed in the back by 
someone firing a shotgun. Al
though in critical condition, 
Mooney was able to crawl back 
to the house, and there, his wife 
sent for the doctor.

A live witness could cause 
trouble. Evans knew Mooney 
was in critical condition, so he 
waited in hiding for the doctor 
on the way to the patient’s house.

The physician, after being 
warned not to attend the 
wounded man, made as if he 
was going back to town. In
stead, he cut through the woods 
and returned to the house by an
other route.

Next, ‘Evans and his son 
tried to run Mooney’s wife off. 
Hiding in the woods, they fired 
their weapons at the house and 
in loud voices warned her that if 
she did not leave, she too would 
be shot.

Meanwhile, word had 

reached town of the dastardly 
attack and the Devil’s attempt 
to silence the witness. That 
same afternoon Evans’ son rode 
into town to pick up some sup
plies and was promptly arrested 
by an enraged mob and carried 
to Baileyton for trial.

When Evans received word 
of his son’s arrest, he mounted 
his horse, and carrying his shot
gun, rode into town.. As he 
slowly made his way down the 
street he could not help but no
tice the small groups of men gath
ered on every corner, eyeing him 
with utter hatred.

Suddenly, mobs of people be
gan swarming out of every door 
and alley. People who for years 
had been afraid to confront 
Evans were now determined to 
seek vengence.

After being pulled roughly 
from his horse, Evans was locked
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in an empty store building with his 
son until the authorities could de
cide what to do with them.

The father and son duo were 
not unduly worried. There were 
no witnesses to any of their 
crimes.

The same stark realization 
began to dawn on the towns
people. Evans would probably go 
free and their families would 
continue to be terrorized.

Late that night, August 15, 
1891, a mob of almost two hun
dred people approached the 
store and demanded custody of 
Monroe Evans and his son. The 
guards offered no resistance. The 
condemned men were marched a 
few blocks down the street to 

where a massive oak tree stood. 
A rope was thrown across a limb 
and a preacher said a final 
prayer..

Devil Evans departed this 
world with a curse on his lips and 
the gleam of a fanatic in his eye. 
His son, John, began crying and 
begging for mercy as the noose 
was placed around his neck.

(Si»M f?69)
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According to one account, just 
seconds after the hanging took 
place, a violent thunderstorm 
swept over the valley, with hor
rendous claps of thunder and 
solid sheets of rain pulverizing 
everything in its path.

“The Devil,” they said, “was 
taking his due.”

The next week the following
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item appeared in the Alabama 
Tribune newspaper:

“Rube Burrow was shot 
down by Carter and his name 
was lauded to the skies as a 
hero. Ford, in a most cowardly 
manner, shot and killed Jesse 
James, but the state of Missouri 
paid him large sums of money. 
Both of these men had some 
redeeming qualities. They 
were true to their families and 
true to their friends. But this 
man had none.

“He was not true to his coun
try or his family. But the men 
who relieved North Alabama of 
the presence of this man are 
called by some misinformed 
persons brutes and murderers.

“Evans’poor wife is in a bet
ter condition. The man who 
wrecked her life and educated 
her son for the gallows is gone. 
She will no longer be insulted 
by the presence of her husband's 
harem. His gang is scattered 
to thefour winds and peace and 
order have taken their place. 
The last stronghold of the Devil 
in the Tennessee Valley has 
been destroyed and the people 
say Amen.”

“If a turtle doesn’t have 
a shell, is he naked or 

homeless?”

Stevie Jones, Decatur

Loose Cows 
May Find 
Buckshot

Some people in Huntsville 
are showing an utter and to
tal disregard of other 
people's rights by turning 
their cows out at night to de
stroy the gardens and front 
yard flowers, as is now being 
done. The fine should be 
increased tenfold.

Several cows have been 
allowed to run at large on East 
Holmes street the last few 
nights and are playing havoc 
with the beautiful yards in 
that neighborhood. Wednes
day night they found an en
trance into a gentleman's gar
den and swept things clean. 
Under such provocation, a 
man is excusable if he fills 
the cow’s hide full of bird shot.

from 1904 newspaper
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Loveday Hollow
by. Malcolm Miller
Traveling east on Highway 72 over Chapman 

Mountain, then a few miles down Old Gurley Road 
there is a country lane winding its way all the way 
back to the edge of the mountain and ending in what 
I believe has been known since before the civil war as 
Loveday Hollow.

As a small boy I remember quite vividly my family's 
trips to visit the Lovedays of Loveday Hollow. Daddy 
would load all our family in the two horse wagon 
early on a Sunday morning and head out for an all 
day visit with his nephew Bill Loveday and family. It 
was a very exciting time for me and I can still re
member all the good food and fun we had.

Sam Loveday's family lived down in the flat be
fore the climb up to where Bill Loveday lived. I still 
remember the house where we spent those summer 
days long ago. It was probably a pre-civil war house 
with the kitchen built separate from the rest of the 
house. The women would cook the food and then 
bring all that good food steaming into the dining room 
in the house.

Unfortunately this house burned down in nine
teen fifty nine and Bill Loveday was severely burned 
in the fire and died from his burns but another house 
or two were built and the remaining family stayed on

It's European!
964 Airport Road • 880 9920

Look younger 
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Clayton Marcus 
Best Chair 

Hickory Hill 
Jamison Bedding
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in the hollow. Several years prior to Bill and 
his wife Dovey's death, slowly one by one the kids 
left the home place leaving only John and Neal, 
known as "Butch,1 in the hollow. In the mean time 
John had met and married a pretty young lady 
named Mildred League, then Mildred's sister Jinny 
came visiting I guess, and she and Neal were mar
ried. I say she came there because, knowing Neal 
as I did, I am quite sure he didn't leave the hollow 
to go courting her. Neal was one of the quietest 
and kindest people I have ever known but he just 
wasn't one to venture out of the hollow for any 
reason.

My older brothers told stories about Neal 
throwing his books off the school bus and when 
the driver stopped he would jump off and head 
back to the mountain. I recall on one occasion 
when we pulled up at the foot of the mountain 
in the wagon I saw Neal heading into the moun
tain running. Later that day I got real thirsty 
and their water was awful because it had sul
phur in it. Then one of the girls told me there 
was a spring of good water up the mountain so 
I went up the mountain a short distance and 
found the spring along with Neal, I guess he wasn't 
retreating any further. Trouble 
was there was a hound dog lay
ing in the spring, but I was so hot 
and thirsty I ran the dog out, 
found a rusty tin can and got a 
drink.

I guess Neal got his love for 
the hollow naturally from some 
of his ancestors. Court docu
ments show that before the Civil 
War the owner of what was then 
a huge plantation, a man named 
David Moore, made an agreement 
that George Loveday was granted 
permanent tenant rights to live on

www.rocketcityfcu.org
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2401 Triana Boulevard 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805
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the plantation. George Loveday 
was Bill Loveday’s uncle. My 
older brother James "Gib' Miller 
who passed away earlier this year 
at age ninety four knew George
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4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. Five Points
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On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

k/lew t/e, 
ekiefcen is 
£ic£it'/

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

http://www.rocketcityfcu.org


Old Huntsville Page 14 hmmbh 

Loveday's three sons well and he 
related that two of the three sons 
of George Loveday never once 
ventured out of the hollow. The 
other brother looked after them 
and gave each of them a new 
pocket knife each year.

The owner of the property 
where Loveday Hollow is located 
is, I believe, the prominent Rhett 
family and they decided to turn 
the place into a dairy farm, which 
they did. John and Neal and their 
wives ran the dairy for many 
years until John got disabled and 
he and Mildred left the hollow leav
ing Neal and Jinny to run the 
dairy. Finally the dairy shut down 
but the land owners let Neal and 
Jinny live on until Neal passed 
away.

Bill Loveday, Neal's nephew, a 
Baptist minister, told me at Neal's 
funeral that Neal had told him 
many times if he ever left the hol
low he would be carried out and 
he said he stood and watched 
them carry him out and as they 
did this marked the end of an era

The Lovedays are forever gone 
from Loveday Hollow but my 
memories of the trips there as a 
boy will remain with me as long 
as I live.

Men Arrested 
for Fornication

from 1901 newspaper

John Griffin and Jim Brown 
were arrested and placed in jail 
here by Deputy Sheriffs Pierce 
and Robinson on charges of 
fornication and public 
drunkeness. Deputy Pierce also 
found a concealed razor on the 
person of Brown.

Griffin, it is believed, is wanted 
in Gadsden on a charge of mur
der and will be held here until 
officials of that place advise 
disposition. ,

Bicyclists 
Helping 
Budget

from 1888 newspaper
The city is now realizing a 

nice income from parties who 
are making it a habit to ride bi
cycles on the sidewalks. In the 
past few days not less than fif
teen or twenty cyclists have been 
arraigned in the city court on 
this charge, the fine they receive 
for the first offense being one 
dollar, the second two dollars 
and so on. The police wish to 
thank the bicyclists who are 
doing their part to help main
tain the department's budget.

“Nothing is really work unless 
you would rather be doing 

something else!”

John Troup, Huntsville

Brookshire Health Care 
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Huntsville AL 35805 
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Remnants of
War

From 1891 newspaper

From a reliable source a Mercury re
porter was informed that on last Satur
day at a point in the vicinity of New Hope, 
but on the Marshall County side of the 
river, an explosion occurred that has re
called the war and nearly scared the life 
out of an honest old man.

It seems that John Roberts was burn
ing logs for the purpose of clearing up, 
and he had set fire to a heap which ig
nited a large dead tree. Suddenly a most 
terrific explosion occurred, one that was 
heard for miles, and the old tree was shiv
ered and scattered to the winds. Roberts, 
who was a hundred yards distant, took 
his departure without troubling himself 
with an investigation.

A party who finally visited the spot where 
the tree once stood and made an investiga
tion found from the surroundings every evi
dence that the explosion was that of a bomb
shell that had been imbedded in the tree 
during the war. It is known that there was a 
good deal of firing from cannon loaded with 
shell at this point during the war, a point that 
commanded the river. The circumstances 
can admit of two theories, one that the shell 
became imbedded in the tree by being fired 
from a cannon and failed to explode. The 
other that it had been left in the hollow, if 
there was any in the tree, as a sort of 
keepsake, hoping at some future day that 
it would get in its work. The first theory, 
however, is the most probable. The re
port was heard far into Madison County 
and occasioned considerable wonder.

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 
Customers in the World!

7702 Holland Dr. Huntsville, AL 35802

(256| 883-9708 Office
(256) 426-7256 Cell
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John T. Henegar 
President

Behind the Red Caboose on 
Church Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV 
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Fried Potato Cakes 
Calamari 
Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries 
Corn Nuggets 
Fried Squash 
Sauteed Shrimp 
Fried Green Tomatoes 
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil

Live music on the "Depot Patio"

own chef,

Steak Philly 
Catfish Fillet 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken 
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks 
Fried Zucchini 
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Chicken Philly 
Classic Club 
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Shrimp Jammers 
Popcorn Shrimp 
Fried Oysters

Featuring Rudy Mockabee every 
Tuesday night 
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Memories
by Escoe Henley

The CMTC (Civilian Military 
Training Camps) were started by 
Franklin Roosevelt about 1936 
to instill military training in men 
who could be called in the future 
with little cost to the government. 
Conditions in Europe and Asia 
were approaching a crisis and it 
was apparent that the current 
Regular Army, consisting of about 
120,000 men, would be too small 
to handle a world-wide conflict.

Members met for one month 
each year for training at an army 
installation. They received no pay 
except for five cents per mile by 
rail from place of residence to 
place of training.

Boys from Huntsville were 
sent to Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
home of the 6th Cavalry. We 
boarded the train in Huntsville 
and upon arriving in Chatta
nooga, army trucks were wait
ing to take us the rest of the way.

We dismounted from the 
trucks and lined up in front of 
rows of concrete slabs. On each 
side was a tent, folded and ready 
to be erected. The concrete slabs 
served as the floors when the 
tents were erected (one for each 
six men). We were each given a 
straw tick (cotton bag) to make a 
mattress by filling the bag with 
straw from a straw pile.

The only buildings were mess 
halls, one for each troop. Disci
pline was very strict. In the 

evening we could go to the army 
PX or theater but were not al
lowed to go to Chattanooga or 
Rossville.

After two or three days one 
of the boys from Huntsville de
cided he had had .enough and 
wanted to go home. No provi
sions were made for such events 
so he was locked up in the 
Guard House. The next day he 
decided that army life wasn't so 
bad after all.

The first year trainees 
learned "dismounted drill" and 
were not allowed to ride horses. 
The 3rd and 4th years we 
trained on the horses of the 
Regular Army Cavalry.

Immediately after dismount
ing for the day. the horse had to 
be groomed. It was gone over care
fully with a curry comb and brush 

Alpha EstateSales&Appraisais
Check our website for information on upcominq auctions.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with

of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

and its hooves cleaned. The 
saddle was then cleaned with 
saddle soap. Very often the soldier 
of the regular army, whom the 
horse was assigned to, was stand
ing by to make sure we did a good 
job.

Some of the people from 
Huntsville who attended C.M.T.C.
at Fort Oglethorpe with me were: 
William A. Burgess, Jarrett (Jack) 
Griffin, Charles Hooper. Elliott R. 
Matthews, and Guy Haislip, who 
was from Gurley.

“The pastor would appreciate 
it if the ladies of the church 

would lend him their electric 
girdles for the pancake 
breakfast next Sunday.”

Seen in local church bulletin

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Closed Sunday
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* When I spray my perfume, 

oftentimes it just sprays in the air 
since I can’t see the hole, so I 
started putting a black mark with 
permanent marker where the hole 
is - now I can see it!

* Also about perfume, spray 
a bit into your hair before going 
out - it lasts longer in your hair 
than it will on your skin!

* Adding “miracle foods” to 
your daily diet can add years to 
your life! Here are some of them:

5 oz. glass of red wine
2 oz. dark chocolate
4 c. fruits & veges
1 clove garlic
2 oz. nuts
5 oz. fish or seafood
* Olive oil will take off paper 

that is glued to your wooden fur
niture.

* To get rid of ants in your 
home, put small piles of cornmeal 
where you see them. They will eat 
it, take it home and can’t digest it 
so it kills them. It may take a week 
or so but works!

* Olive oil, when mixed with 
a bit of lemon juice, also makes a 
great furniture polish. Use it two 
parts oil to 1 part lemon juice, put 
in a spray bottle and spray. Buff 
dry with a dry cloth.

* When you want to double 
the amount of frosting you have 
for a cake, just use your mixer to 
whip it for a few minutes.

* Cream of tartar will take 
stains out of aluminum cookware. 
Fill pot with water and add 2 
tablespoons cream of tartar for 
each quart of water, bring to boil, 
simmer for 15 minutes, pour out 
water, wash and dry.

* Ifyou are being pulled down 
by complications in your life, sim
plify by removing them from your 
life. And that could include 
people.

* When you buy a new bike 
for your child, put a picture of 
him/her inside the handlebar be

fore placing the grips on. That way 
if the bike is ever stolen, just re
move the grip and there is proof 
of who owns the bike.

* When you host a bridal or 
baby shower, buy a pack of thank 
you cards for the honoree. Have 
each of the guests put their ad
dress on the envelopes, so when 
the bride/new mom gets ready to 
send out her thank yous, they are 
already addressed!

* Cornstarch is a great 
grease-absorber for countertops 
and around the stove.

* An easy way to clean the in
side of your microwave is to put a 
slice of lemon in a dish of hot wa
ter and boil it in your microwave 
til it creates a steam. This will help

Historic Districts 
2008 Walking Tour

Get exercise and learn 
the history of these 

beautiful old homes at 
the same time!

May 17 - all day

10am - starts in Old Town 
12 pm - starts in Twickenham 

2pm - starts in Five Points 
4 pm - downtown, starts at 

Harrison Brothers 

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon requestMaurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

loosen the grime inside so you can 
just wipe it off, and the lemon 
gives you a great fresh scent.

* To attract and trap those 
pesky fruit flies, just fill a small 
glass with 1/2” apple cider vinegar 
and 3 drops of dish washing liq
uid. Mix well and wait. Flies love 
this and will drown in the mixture!

Discount Designer 
Shoes & Upscale 

Consignment Clothing

Discount Designer Shoes

Prada
St. John 
Miu Miu 
Ferragamo 
Gucci 
Chanel 
Valentino
Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman A
Fendi
... And Many Mor

Five Points - Wellman Ave.
(256) 489-7837

00508041
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Depression
Days

by Ruby Crabbe

I remember during the De
pression days how hard it was 
for people to provide for their 
families. Survival was on the 
minds of everyone and a prayer 
in their hearts that God would 
provide them the knowledge and 
the strength to stay strong and 
not to give up hope that tomor
row would be better.

Most of the children wore 
hand-me-downs, and a lot of the 
clothes were made from feed 
sacks. There was coal and wood 
to buy for the cook stove, and 
the open fireplaces provided 
warmth for the families.

Many a pot of beans or soup 
has been cooked over the flames 
of those fireplaces. The hearth 
was used in roasting corn and 
peanuts.

Even though times were hard 
in those days, and despite the 

hardship everyone experienced, 
there was fun and enjoyment to 
sort of break the gloom of those 
dark days.

My mother, Josie Allen, 
along with half the kids from 
Dallas Village following behind 
her, would walk to Sharps 
Mountain to pick watercress. 
Sometimes she would cook it 
and sometimes she made salads 
with it. Either way, it was deli
cious. And it was a supplement 
to the rest of the food on the table. 
The watercress came from a natu
ral spring of water flowing from 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
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*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry ^Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

beneath an old wooden shed that 
sat on the north side of the 
mountain.

Sometimes Mama would walk 
around the foot of Chapman 
Mountain and gather wild sallet. 
While Mama hunted for wild sallet 
we kids would climb trees, play 
hide and seek, and hunt for wild 
animals.

Somehow we never found any 
wild animals but we did sport 
a few skinned knees and a case 
or two of poison ivy.

About that time the "itch" 
breezed in. Don't know how 

Attorney 2ll Xaw

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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many people caught it but I think 
it's safe to say, more people 
caught it than didn't. Most every
one was busy at the same time 
SCRATCHING. Word got around 
that if a person would boil polk 
root and take a bath in the water, 
it would cure the itch.

One brave soul dared to try it. 
The month was January and the 
big ditch on Rison Avenue was 
half full of water with a thin coat 
of ice on it. That brave soul came 
out of that polk root bath and hit 
that ice coated ditch with a wild 
dive. The bath had made his itch 
worse and all that man could do 
was sit in the ice water and do his 
scratching. And scratch he did! He 
was stirring up that water as if a 
thousand demons were after him.

Then there was the WPA. My 
brother Earl Nelson worked on 
the WPA and he would take his 
lunch with him. He carried his 
lunch in a cloth sack so he could 
tie it on to a tree limb to keep ants 
from getting into it.

One day at lunch time he went 
to get his lunch but an old cow 
had beat him to it. Earl said the 
old cow had chewed on that sack 
so long that the sack was longer 
than his leg.

A lot of the men took their 
lunches with them in paper sacks. 
They would sit their sacks under 
a big tree til it was time for lunch. 
One of the men said that since all 
the paper sacks were just alike 
someone had grabbed his sack by 
mistake. He said he was sure glad 
they did - there was one sack left 
and it had delicious biscuits and 
pork chops in it. He didn't know 
who got his lunch but he did know 
that whoever it was had biscuits 
and gravy for lunch.

Yes, the Depression days were 
bad, but it didn't dampen our joy 
and excitement of just being alive, 
to enjoy the laughter and 
pleasures of life that God had so 
freely given us.

| R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC~~|
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General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust"
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to our winner 
for the March Photo of the Month. 
Joe Patterson, who was Sheriff 
of Madison County for many 
years, was the first caller and wins 
a free year’s subscription to “Old 
Huntsville!” Joe has been retired 
a while now but loves to help 
sweet wife Jane around the 
house. They are especially proud 
of sons Brent Patterson (a deputy 
sheriff for Madison County), and 
Jason Patterson, who is district 
manager for Reebok shoes in 
Chattanooga.

The photo was of Rolo 
Weaver, of Rolo’s Restaurant, and 
we must have gotten 400 correct 
callers after Joe!

lt was great meeting Joyce 
Rutland and Lauren Bragg, 
those two charming young ladies 
who are the owners of that popu
lar new eatery off Ryland Pike just 
past the railroad tracks, called 
Lauren’s Cafe. Our breakfast & 
latte’s were very good, and we 
were honored to meet up with 
Malcolm Miller, his wife Lois, 
and their nephew Austin Miller. 
There is so much history in 
Ryland, and many may remem
ber when the terrible tornados of 
1974 destroyed several homes, 
the local store and the cotton gin

the very best communities...
Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Hampton Falls Apartment Community 

Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence
Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River

The Bridges on the River

& 
y^fhe ultimate community... 
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____________ J^OVE___________

Sandra Steele
President
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STEELE 
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Sam Zeman’s 80th birthday 
party was attended by many 
friends & family, and was held at 
Valley Hill Country Club, arranged 
by his sweet daughter Jill and son 
Mark.

I spoke with a delightful lady 
recently. Jeanetta Toney Moore 
just loves Huntsville history and 
she says she learns something 
new each and every day!

Mark H. Hassell, 59, passed 
away unexpectedly at his home in 
March. He leaves behind his be
loved family Margret and 
Jonathan. Mark was a member 
of the Redstone Fire and Emer
gency Services since 1990.

John Henegar, of JTH Grad
ing & Demolition, Inc., is sure 
proud of his family. His son John 
Jr. (wife is Shelia) and grandson 
Parker are all race-car drivers 
(along with John, Sr.). His daugh
ter Jennifer is married to Doc 
Smith and they have two kids - 
Connor, 7, and Elizabeth, 5. His 
daughter Joannie is married to 
Jeremy Woosley and they have 
Taylor, 18, and James, 13.

It was with sorrow that we 
heard Mildred Butler had died, 
at age 88. Mrs. Butler was a nurse 
in Huntsville for many years and 
took good pare of many of 
Huntsville’s residents. She leaves 
Joyce Russell, her daughter, and 
sons Ralph, Mark and Cliff, in 
addition to grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. We send our 
love to you all.

While having a great lunch at 
Chef’s Table recently, we talked 
with one of the servers there who 
was really nice - David Stripling 
is the professional young man 
who took great care of us!

Judy Butler, who works for 
Dr. Louis Hom III and takes care 
of you when you go to the 
Orthopaedic Center, is having a 
very important April birthday! We 
won’t say how many, but she’s 
sure proud of it!

Edgar James recently 
celebrated a major milestone - his 
100th birthday! He partied with 
friends & family at Redstone 
Village, where he is a resident.

A special hello to Bonnie

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little boy hung 

around airports while younger 
but now he just likes to talk.

enfingersteele.com
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Compbell, whom we talked to 
the other day. Her dad just loved 
Huntsville history. .

We all have read in the news
paper that Huntsville is ranked 
# 18 in the United States as far 
as going Green. Joy McKee 
heads up the city’s Green Team 
and recently told us about a pro
gram underway that everyone 
can participate in. All you have 
to do is go to their website which 
is www.hsvcity.com/greenteam 
and register your own ideas for 
how we can go green. It can be 
as simple as turning off the wa
ter when you brush your teeth!

The program runs through 
May 31 and here’s the incentive 
if you win - you get a $1500 gift 
certificate to Across the Pond, 
and a $600 Troybuilt Garden 
tractor that mows, mulches, etc.

Happy birthday to Kevin 
Kirkland of Hazel Green from his 
mother-in-law Judy Cothren. 
Judy is having a birthday as well 
- happy birthday to both of you!

I met the sweetest guy the 
other day while at Fresh Market. 
Lawrence Yeargin had retired 
years ago and just decided to get 
out and do something else. He re
ally enjoys working there and 
gets to meet great people!

Bob Landers of Decatur 
works at JC’s Gun & Tackle shop 
there, and is a really interesting 
guy to talk with. He sure loves 
his pets!

Residents in the historic Old 
Town district are so happy to wel
come Blake & Jan Doming and 
their sweet Black lab Uther to 
our neighborhood. We feel it’s 
one of the best places to live and 
since everyone has front porches, 
it’s easy to meet new friends.

We were so sorry to hear of 
the death of Miriam Gowan, who 
was 93 years of age. Her grand
daughter Audra Wilson, of Sa
lon Bella, loved her so much and 
enjoyed the stories Miriam told. 
Our condolences go to Audra and 
the family, this fiesty lady will re
ally be missed.

iy Rhoden turned 15 recently. 
His proud Dad is Jeff Rhoden. 
Happy Birthday Ty!

John Troup of Huntsville 
works for ASCAB the music licens
ing company, and recently he was 
awarded the prestigious Team of 
the Year Award for the U.S. John 
is the team leader, which is an 
added bonus. Congratulations!

One of my favorate guys in the 
world is Mr. Robert Martin, who 
lives in Morningside Assisted Liv
ing in Madison. He was relieved 
when his son Randy Martin came 
back safely from Iraq, where he 
commanded 1,100 soldiers. Rob
ert wants to send a special hello 
to his dear friend Dot Jennett, 
whom we understand is quite 
computer-sawy!

Jim Gaston is President & 
CEO of Die-Matic Tool Co. in 
Meridianville and we met him re
cently while eating at Lee Ann’s. He 
hasn’t lived in Huntsville that long 
but just loves it here!

A good friend of Margaret and 
Cecil Ashburn is Barbara 
Crutcher. We met her recently 
and can see why the Ashburns 
think so much of her.

John Bzdell, of Marathon 
Painting, is going to be a grandpa! 
And he’s so YOUNG! His daugh
ter Heather and husband Ben 
Luthy are thrilled about the baby, 
who is a girl. This baby will also 
be the first great grandchild for

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville I
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Stephen S. Bzdell, Sr. , also Jr. 
andAnnLouallen. Teresa Davis 
is the proud grandma.

Wayne Marshall started call
ing his wife Joy “squirrel” in 1977, 
(short for sweet cute little girl) and 
since then she’s collected squirrels 
from all over the world! She’s 
even getting them from anony
mous donors!

Have a wonderful April and 
keep an eye on your older 
neighbors who may live alone.

We now offer Home Health 
Care Services for your family

702 Andrew Jackson Way 
Huntsville, Al 35801 
(256) 489-5182 Ofs.

(256) 489-5168 Fax 
Email us at naburt@knology.net

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
We provide professional and 

compassionate care for you or your 
loved ones in a safe environment 

that will make them feel at “Home. ”

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE 

533-7163

http://www.hsvcity.com/greenteam
mailto:naburt@knology.net
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Spring Confections

Forgotten Cpispies

2 1/2 c. powdered sugar
4 egg whites
1 t. cream of tartar
11. vanilla
1 c. chopped pecans
Beat all ingredients except 

nuts until stiff, then add nuts 
and drop by teaspoonfuls onto 
a greased cookie sheet. Bake at 
225 degrees for an hour, turn 
oven off and remove crispies 
when oven is totally cool.

Honeykalls

1 c. honey
1 c. peanut butter
2 c. dry powdered milk
1 c. corn flakes, crushed
Cream honey and peanut 

butter, mix with powdered milk, 
shape into balls. Roll in cereal 
and serve.

Best Dark Fudge

3 c. chocolate chips, semi
sweet

1 dash salt
1 1/21. vanilla extract
1 can Eagle Brand sweetened 

condensed milk
1 c. walnuts or pecans, 

chopped
In a heavy saucepan over low 

heat, melt the chips with the Eagle 
brand and salt. Remove from 
heat, stir in the nuts and vanilla. 
Spread evenly over wax-paper- 
lined 9 x 11” pan, quickly, be
cause it will harden.

Cover and chill overnight - 
next day turn fudge onto cutting 
board and remove wax paper, cut 
into small squares.

Macaroons

1 16-oz pkg. angel food cake 
mix (1 step)

1/2 c. water t
1 1/21. almond extract
2 c. flakes coconut
In a bowl beat the cake mix, 

water and extract - use low speed 
for 30 seconds. Scrape, beat on 
medium speed for another 
minute.

Fold in the coconut, stir. Drop 
by teaspoonfuls onto a parchment 
paper-lined baking sheet.

Bake at 350 degrees for 15- 
20 minutes, remove paper with 
cookes to a wire rack to cool com
pletely. These can be drizzled with 
a bit of melted semi-sweet choco
lates when cooled.

Simple Cappot Cake

2 c. sugar
4 eggs
2 t. cinnamon
1 1/2 c. cooking oil
2 c. self-rising flour
3 c. grated carrots

EVERY 
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

K XX <L-J> I
YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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1 c. chopped pecans
Mix sugar, oil, cinnamon and 

eggs well. Fold in the flour. Add 
carrots and nuts, mix well.

Bake at 325 degrees for about 
45 minutes.

Icing:
1 box confectioners sugar
1 8-oz pkg. cream cheese 

Mix well and ice cake when 
completely cooled.

Carame

1 Granny Smith apple, seeded 
& sliced

11. lemon juice
1/4 c. caramel topping
1 T. honey-roasted peanuts
Cool Whip

In a small bowl toss your 
apple slices with the lemon juice 
til coated.

Layer into a dessert bowl the 
apples, then the caramel, then the 
peanuts, then top with a dollop of 
the Cool Whip. You won’t believe 
how good this is!

Heirloom Cook ies

1/81. salt
1 c. chopped nuts

Cream butter and sugar to
gether, add flour, vanilla, water, 
salt and nuts. Roll in little balls 
and press with fingers.

Bake on greased cookie sheet 
in 350 degree oven til slightly 
browned, about 12-15 minutes. 
While still hot, dredge the cookies 
in powdered sugar.

Brown Bread Pudding

1 c. brown bread pieces
2 c. milk
3 eggs
2 T. pure maple syrup
2 egg whites
1 T. sugar
2 T. whipping cream
Soak bread pieces in half a 

cup of the milk for 20 minutes, 
then make a custard of the rest of 
the milk, eggs, and maple sugar 
by just cooking them together over 
medium heat til thickened.

Pour it hot over the bread. 
Beat egg whites with the sugar and 
cream. Fold into the custard, bake 
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.

Workshops starting in April 
THE For all Ages

PAMA
AGENCY

536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

1/2 lb. butter, room temps
1 c. powdered sugar
2 c. plain flour
1 T. vanilla extract
1 T. water

“Grandma’s are just Moms 
with lots of frosting.”

Evan Troup, age 4

I Restaurant With
The Trains!

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reser

■r

ijwi v AjLouse
Available for: 

Tours - Parties - Luncheons - Meetings 
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions

■ fib 81 ■ ^/...
Located off Meridian Street at 1205 Kildare St. 

; fe faj IS . INMHbL. ifMl

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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Delivering 
the Mail

by Cathey Carney

This may be hard for 
Huntsvillians to believe, but as 
German rocket scientists were 
preparing to move here to set 
up an arsenal that would change 
the world, our mail was still 
being delivered by horse and 
buggy!

Clarence Celia Powers, a 
mail carrier for the Huntsville 
Post Office for over 30 years, 
refused to change to the auto
mobile and delivered mail to his 
customers by horse and buggy 
until he retired in 1948.

Clarence was a familiar sight 
to all on his route. He knew all 
his mail recipients by name and 
would often carry candy to the 
young children along his route. 
The children especially liked to 
run alongside his buggy until he 
would get out of their neighbor
hoods. On several occasions he 
had stopped to help people in 
distress, and was known to 
have a kind heart and a good 
sense of humor.

Having served several terri
tories throughout Huntsville, 
his last route covered the area 
of Pulaski Pike and West Clinton 
Avenue. One of the few black men 
working for the post office at 

that time, Clarence was born in 
March of 1878 and was the 
youngest of five brothers. His fa
ther was a farmer and a Method
ist minister, and Powers had al
ways taken an interest in church 
work. When he wasn't delivering 
mail, he was usually found at the 
church. Powers' high school edu
cation was received at Central Ala- 
bama academy, located on 
Franklin Street. .

Clarence became a mail car
rier on June 1, 1917 after work
ing for Chattanooga, Memphis 
and other Huntsville employers. 
He especially liked carrying the 
mail, he said, because he liked 
seeing the same people every day. 
The fact that ladies along his 
route often times would have 
pies and cakes waiting for him 
just provided an extra incentive. 
For all the eating he did, 
Clarence was a tall, slim man.

The last day that he served, 
January 27, 1948, was one of 
the most difficult he had ever 
experienced, due to the severe 
icy conditions of the Huntsville 
streets. His horse had gotten 
quite old by this time and found 
it very hard to maneuver the 
slick roads.

Clarence Powers was seventy 
years of age when he retired.

Upon his retirement, the horse 
and buggy were consigned to the 
county barn. Two months later, a 
group of people led by farmer Ben 
Lucas bought the buggy and horse 
and presented it to the retired 
mall carrier in appreciation of his

years of dedicated service. For 
several years thereafter Clarence 
and his horse remained a famil
iar sight to Huntsvillians.

Loose 
Fitting 

Dentures?

NO MORE 
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your 
loose fitting Lower denture using mini 
implants. Sometimes this Procedure 
can be accomplished in minimum 
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant 
Free realignment of old denture 

Interest free financing

I

Ij i1
256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17 
Huntsville, AL 

www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be 
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

A Smoke-Free Facility!
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1 [ < Cosmic Birthday Parties

#Group Rates % Pro Shop
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The Man Who Taught His Daughters the 
Power of Independence is Still Enjoying His.

Dad: Howard L. “Jack” Copeland with daughters. 
Front: Janet Wells, Back (l-r): Jackie Butler, Judy 
Tetzand Jenny Copeland

JACK COPELAND 
is the dad who 
gives great financial 
advice and reminds 
his daughters there’s 
nothing they can’t 
do. He believes in 
family, quality of 
life and planning for 
the future. It’s no 
surprise then, he’s 
made his home at 
Redstone Village.

Redstone Village
provides a continuum of care that’s ideal for 
independent seniors like Jack. As a resident of 
the area’s premier Life Care Community, Jack 
enjoys a vibrant, independent lifestyle and 
peace of mind for his future. Plus, Redstone 
Village’s Life Care plan guarantees Jack access 
to additional levels of health care - from our 
licensed assisted living to skilled nursing care 
- should he ever require it.

“Knowing that Redstone Village would be 
able to meet most anything that could come 
his way was really appealing for our father,” 
says Janet, Jack’s daughter. “The experience 
has been very freeing for him,” echoes Judy, 

another daughter. 
“Daddy doesn’t 
have to worry with 
yard work or home 
upkeep. They take 
care of everything.” 

Finding something 
to do has never been 
a problem for Jack. 
Redstone Village has 
programs ranging 
from computer 
workshops to Golf 
and Country Club

privileges at a local country club.
Jack still leaves plenty of time to continue 

the good-natured lectures on independence 
to his family. “He’s relentless,” his daughters 
laugh. “All of our lives, he’s told us how to 
be financially independent and take care 
of ourselves.” Then they begin reciting the 
advice they’ve heard over and over from 
their father: “Never limit your options. 
Make sure you’re investing in your future. 
Think long-term.” These are words he lives 
by every day at Redstone Village.

Call 256-881-6717 to find out more about 
Redstone Village.

■'.C

12000 Turnmeyer Dr. • Huntsville • www.redstonevillage.org • 881-6717 or toll free 1-866-881-6717 
South on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr. [2/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd.]

http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Civil War 
Memories

by Peter Cunningham
(written in 1914)

Dear Friend:
Today my mind rims back to Feb

ruary 17th, 1865, forty-nine years 
ago, when Capt. Joel Cunningham 
and I, his brother, were being held 
prisoners of war in the city of 
Fayetteville, Tenn. We had been pris
oners fifteen days and on the 17th 
day of February, 1865, General Milroy, 
U.S.A., whose headquarters were at 
Tullahoma, sent Col. Stauffer to 
Fayetteville with a message to Col. C, 
ordering him to turn us over to Col. 
Stauffer to be executed. Col. Stauffer, 
when he first reached Fayetteville, 
surrounded the Provost Marshall's of
fice with his men. He left his men in 
front of the Provost Office while he 
and the Provost Marshall crossed 
over to Col. C's headquarters in a 
room of Dr. William Bonner's resi
dence. I was at the northeast corner 
of the square when the squadron 
came into town. I had been in bed 
sick and had not eaten a bite in the 
last twenty-four hours and had not

“He was deeply in love. When 
she spoke, he thought he heard 
bells, as if she were a garbage 

truck backing up.”

seen my brother. I was feeling 
bad but the worst was seem
ingly an awful dread on my 
mind. Finally I left the bed and 
started to look for my brother, 
and when I reached the north
east corner of the square I 
learned that Col. C had ridden 
up the pike. While I was stand
ing on the corner immediately 
south of Thomas Goodrich's 
store house, we saw the Yan
kees (I think they were 
mounted infantry) making the 
curve on the street coming 
around in front of the old Pres

Peace of Mind

AL-269

G & G Smart Systems, Inc. 
5510 Hwy 53 - Suite B 

Harvest, AL 35749 
smarthme@AOL.com

.. .is just one call away.
Security - Fire - Medical - Video

byterian Church, I remarked to 
the citizens that I was talking with, 
"I have seen a great many Yankees 
but there goes the hardest look
ing gang that I ever saw."

When they were even with the 
courthouse they filed left and 
went to the Provost Marshal’s of
fice where they formed a halfcircle 
line in front of the office. The Pro
vost Marshal went with the Colo
nel across to Col. C's office to de
liver General Milroy's orders to 
Col. C. In the meantime I walked 
across the square to look for my 
brother and as I approached the

Greg Petrone 852-3005Seen on recent high school quiz on 
Analogies & Metaphors

BILL POOLE REALTY realtor*

email biJiebillpoolerealiy com

Commercial ^Brokerage
Bill Poole

loo church street, Suite 525 Office 256-533-0990
Big Spring Summit Cell 25&651-I349
Huntsville. Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

mailto:smarthme@AOL.com
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southwest corner of the square I 
noticed him and White Buchanan 
sitting with their backs against Dr. 
Bonner's yard fence engaged in 
conversation. Just then I noticed 
Col. Stauffer and the Provost 
Marshal coming through Dr. 
Bonner's yard gate from Col. C's 
office, and I noticed the Provost 
look at my brother, then say 
something to the Colonel and the 
Colonel turned and set his eyes 
on brother and gave him a long, 
wicked, vicious look until he had 
walked some distance. The Mar
shal glanced to me but the Colo-
nel kept his eyes on 
brother until they had 
passed without seeing me. 
I spoke to White 
Buchanan and my brother 
and passed on to meet 
Parson Gill and another 
friend who had just then 
driven up and stopped on 
the street in front of Col. 
C's office. I walked up and 
was standing with one foot 
on one of the front wheels 
when Col. C's office guard 
walked up to me and said 
in a low voice for me and 
brother to come into his 
office and stay there. The 
guard passed on to 
brother and notified him. 
Brother glanced at him 
and we both walked into 
Col. C's office. The Colo
nel was walking the floor 
seemingly in much 
trouble, and without delay 
made known to us Gen
eral Milroy's orders, and 
he said for us to get out of 
town without delay and 
report to General Johnson 
at Pulaski and referred us 
to his adjutant for further 
instructions.

The adjutant was also 
excited and informed us of 
General Milroy's orders 
and told us to make our 
escape if we could and re
port to General Johnson

Want to know what your house is worth?Who knows the area better than a life long resident of Huntsville?
*

|U analysis consultation today 
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at Pulaski, who would protect us.

I remarked that I was sick and had not eaten 
since yesterday morning and I was not able to make 
the trip to Pulaski. The adjutant replied, "Get away 
from here. Avoid the pickets if you can." Then he 
turned to brother and said, “Captain, you have the 
pass that I gave you yesterday to pass you and your 
brother outside the pickets?” “Yes,” replied brother, 
"a pass for me and one other man.” "That will do. 
Your brother is the other man: avoid the pickets if 
possible as they may have heard the news. But if 
you meet them show them your pass without excite
ment and pass on."

Brother asked the adjutant: "Do you know 
where the pickets are on post?” He said, “No, but I 
believe there are none west.” He then opened the door 
for us to pass out. We passed out down the hill, across 
the street, and going directly west went up through a 
beautiful blue grass lawn where we meet a Yankee 
soldier driving some loose horses off the pasture. He 
was the only Yankee we saw,

We addressed him and leisurely passed on, 
pointing at and talking about some fine cows graz
ing on the blue grass, and occasionally turning 
our eyes toward town. Continuing west we crossed 
over the hill south of the college and at the head 
of a ravine we stopped where we could see back 
over town and took a good look, but could see no 
sign of excitement or unusual movement in any 
way. As we started down the ravine we increased 
our gait and were soon under cover of the hill so 
we could not be seen and we began to feel more 
safe. We struck the river at the head of a small 
island about one-fourth the distance across. Both 
up and down the river as far as we could see the 
water looked as though it was deep. But, deep or 
shallow, we must cross to the other side. I began by 
taking off my shoes. My brother asked if I meant to 
remove my clothes and I answered that I was too 
feeble to travel in wet clothes.

We found the water about the same depth all 
the way across, reaching to our hips. We felt thank
ful that it was not any deeper. We climbed up the 
bluff to where the bush would partly hide us and 

rubbed our limbs dry and dressed and then 
climbed to the top of the bluff and crossed a field 
keeping to the southwest we reached a beautiful 
grassy woodland.

The tall grass killed by frost, made a fairly good 
bed; the sun was shining nice and warm and I 
was feeble and needed rest so we chose a nice 
place with a large log on the south side which hid 
us from passersby. The sun warmed us from our 
cold bath in the river and a half hour's rest made 
us feel bettersable to travel. About half an hour 
before the sun set we were passing a house and I 
had passed four meals without eating and our little

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr. 
922-0556

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Serving fresh Terry’s Pizza!
Your Friendly Neighborhood 

Pharmacy & Grocery Store 
Located In Historic Five Points 

702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509



Old Huntsville Page 29
jaunt that day had made me quite 
fatigued and hungry.

While I was resting brother 
asked the lady of the house if she 
could furnish us something to eat. 
She said nothing was cooked but 
if we could wait we could have 
supper. Brother gave fictitious 
names saying we lived in Jackson 
County, Ala., and that we be
longed to General Hood's army 
and that I was sick and he, my 
brother, was detailed to wait on 
me and we were now trying to get 
home.

My physical appearance veri
fied the sick part. While we were 
waiting, brother stated that in 
passing west of Fayetteville that

“At my sister’s wedding, I 
chipped my front tooth on a 
Mint Julep, bent over to spit 
it out, hit my head on a beer 

keg and was knocked 
unconscious.”

Employee excuse for not 
coming in to work 

day we heard the Yankees had 
captured Captain Cunningham 
and his brother and were holding 
them prisoners at Fayetteville and 
General Milroy had sent a squad 
from Tullahoma to execute them. 
The lady said. 'Yes, they are pris
oners but I don’t think they will 
be executed. My husband is ac
quainted with them and he is in 
town today. I am looking for him 
home now; he will know." In a 
short time he came in and said it 
was a false report; that he had 
just came through town that af
ternoon and would have heard it 
if it had been true. He said he said 
he was acquainted with the 
Cunningham boys especially Pe
ter whom he would know any 
where they met. Peter was our 
County Register before the war 
began. Yes, I (Peter) and the 
gentleman were intimately ac
quainted before the war, and I rec
ognized him but he did not recog
nize either of us while ■■ ■■ 
we stayed and talked an L® " 1 
hour.

After supper we left £■ (

[Maratho
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him in ignorance as to our identity and 
then we followed the road east. After a 
little it became so dark that we could not 
follow the path so we went a few steps to 
one side and lay down in the underbrush 
and took a nap until the moon rose so 
we could see the path. Then we arose and 
traveled on until were within a half mile 
of Esquire Myrick's where brother's fam
ily was stopping. We moved on cautiously 
to the house and awoke Mr. Myrick. He 
had not seen or heard of any Yankees 
being about. Day was now coming on so 
we retired to an out of the way place for 
the day. During the day one of Col. C's 
captains with his company passed within 
half a mile of Esquire Myrick's house and 
went on to John Smith's a mile further 
on. The captain requested Smith to go to 
Esq. Myrick's and tell Captain 
Cunningham’s wife to tell the boys to lay 
low for a few days and all would be well.

The day following we took some large 
wagon covers that we had captured from 
the Yankees a short time back and went 
two miles from home to a dense woods 
where a cyclone had passed two years 
before and uprooted all the trees in its 
way; and saplings fifty feet tall on down 
to under brush and briers had grown up 
thick; and in this thicket we set our tent 
made of wagon covers. We made our 
fire where a large tree had been blown 
out so the fire could only be seen a 
short distance. We made a good bed 
out of forest leaves and had blankets 
and quilts. Our tent did not leak and 
we did our cooking at night. There was 
a small stream of running water within 
a few feet of our tent.

We never fared better at any time of 
the war; well protected from the bad 
weather, a cozy bed to sleep on, fire 
wood convenient, good water at the 
door, enough to eat. But we deemed it 
advisable not to stay in one place long, 
consequently we moved several times 
before the eighth day of May when we 
were finally paroled. I will not weary your 
patience further.

Yours, Peter Cunningham
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News from 1904
- Miss Pearl Morgan, an employee of a 

local cotton mill, 19 years old, committed 
suicide by morphine. She procured the drug 
Friday and was found unconscious Monday 
morning. She was despondent over working 
in a cotton factory, and assuring her step
mother her sweetheart had deserted her and 
was to marry another, she ended her trouble 
by her own hand.

- Dr. Benton Hall had an unusual and 
dangerous experience yesterday afternoon 
while walking along Holmes street during 
a heavy rain. A bolt of lightning struck 
the steel rod of his umbrella and badly 
shocked him. He attributes his escape to the 
wooden handle of his umbrella.

- After looking over the available sites 
of the city, the Butier-Kyser Oil Co. has cho
sen a location on Patton street and Dallas 
avenue across from the Dallas Avenue Bap
tist Church and the Wade Mattress Factory. 
The site is one of the best pieces
of ground for the purpose in the 
city. It is flat and is near the South
ern Railroad, which has already 
secured a right of way and per
mission from the city council to 
build a sidetrack from the main 
line along the short street running 
from Meridian street to Dallas
Ave.

- A.A. McGreger met with a 
serious accident yesterday 
evening in winding the sparker 
on his automobile. The crank 
slipped, struck his right wrist, 
breaking the bones. Dr. 
Westmoreland dressed the
wounds and McGreger is 
expected to recover.

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

FROM THE OMAHA BEACHHEAD TO BERLIN!
Comes The Full Fury Of WWII 

Experienced By These Ambulance Drivers In

AMBULANCE #11
BY ARTHUR W. WOLDE, SR. 
As They Smashed. Across France dr Germany 

With The Armored Divisions
“90% FRONT LINE ACTION”

• Contents • Omaha Beach Landing
• Contact with Brig. Gen. Quentin Roosevelt 
and Gen. Eisenhower

• Transporting German Nurses from Cherbourg 
to the German Side and
Having Conversation with Ernest Hemingway

• Spearheading Across France With The 3rd Armor ed 
Task Forces

• Driving Through Paris with the 28th Infantry Division
• Helping To Have A German Paratrooper In An 

American Uniform Captured
- Spending Three Months In Buzz Bomb Alley 

(Eupen, Belgium) and Driving Over The Bridge At 
Remagen (With the 9th Armored Division) 
Before It Collapsed

• Spearheading Across Germany With The 3rd Armored 
Division To The Outskirts of Berlin

• Meeting The Russians At Torgau

Units involved: 
1st Inf. Div., 
4th Inf. Div., 

29th Inf. Div., 
3rd Arm'd Div., 
28th Inf. Div., 
30th Inf. Div., 
106th Inf. Div.

82nd Airborne Div., 
101st Airborne Div,, 
4th Armored Div., 

83rd Arm'd Battalion, 
9th Arm’d Div., 
78th Inf. Div., 

5th Arm'd Div., 
24th Evac Hosp., 
45th Evac Hosp.

BOOKS $20^9 SAch

5.00 FROM EACH BOOK GOES TO THE
HONOR FLIGHT -

Make checks payable to: 
Terry Wolde 

F 691 Slaughter Road 
Madison, Al 35758

HOSPICE
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CAPE
Madison bounty’s

onltj not-for-profit 
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Since 1979.
\^/c}re Here Hor You When Vou Need

(256) 650-1212
www.hospicefamilycare.org

3304 Westmill Drive • Huntsville, AL 35805

http://www.hospicefamilycare.org
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The
Tornado 
of 1974

by Berns Miller

Wednesday, April 3, 1974 
was just another warm and 
blustery spring day for the 
people of Ryland. The tornado 
watches and the ominous brisk, 
warm south wind of that day put 
some Ryland residents on edge 
but most went about their busi
ness as usual. Tornado watches 
had become a way of life for 
Madison County. For the most 
part, people had 
become compla
cent since it had 
been years since 
a major tor
nado. The 
spring weather of 
1973 should 
have put us on 
notice for things 
to come. That 
was the year of 
the historic 
flood. Flint River 
by a wide margin 
broke all re
corded high wa
ter marks.

April 3 was a

normal work day for me with the 
exception of Momma being in the 
hospital. The home place had an 
unusual loneliness that day due 
to Momma being absent and our 
concern for her. After my work, 
Daddy, Gregory and I went to the 
hospital for a visit. The hospital 
is now called Huntsville East. We 
were on a high floor with a pic
ture window on the west end. Late 
that afternoon just before dark
ness took the last light of the day, 
dark clouds with flickering light
ening filled the western sky. The 
hospital TV was reporting a 
major tornado heading NE on 
the ground with severe damage. 
Also, there were reports of 
many injuries being transported 
to the Huntsville Hospital Emer
gency Room from multiple torna-

2733 Ranch
Local to Madison County

Beef Halves $2.99 per pound (Includes processing) 
Beef halves average 240 pounds

GLASS
For Any Purpose 

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters

Etc!

AH edges jruunJ 
«uid polished.

Call 364 and lot 
us make you an 

estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30,1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
68 years in business 

and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“Democracy is a beautiful 
thing, except for that part 

about letting just 
any old yokel vote.”

Billy Parker, age 10

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store opportuntty

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046



dos.
Daddy, Gregory and 1 stayed 

with Momma until 10:00 
o'clock. The tornado threat had 
ended. When we were leaving the 
hospital, the night was filled 
with the eerie sound of distant 
sirens from numerous emer
gency vehicles. My heart sank in 
sympathy for all the tornado vic
tims and how unimaginable and 
fearful it must be. While riding 
home in my new Dodge Dart and 
listening to the radio, we heard 
an all clear from the National 
Weather Service.

Finally, we were home after 
a very long day. Daddy was get
ting ready for bed and Gregory 
and I were listening to the po
lice scanner to get news about 
the tornado damage. Among the 
buzz of the routine scanner traf
fic, a policeman from the City 
of Triana reported a large tornado 
crossing Tennessee River. Torna
dos generally travel NE and 
Triana was SW of Ryland. Gregory 
and I immediately concluded that 
we should leave home and find a 
storm shelter. Daddy at first re
fused to go. After a brief argu
ment, I won and Daddy suggested 
that we go to Finas Parton's storm

“If you think health care is 
expensive now, wait til you 
see what it costs when it’s 

free.”

P. J. O’Rourke

cellar. Again, riding in my new 
Dodge Dart, we headed for the 
storm shelter. On the way, Randy 
Brewer was standing on the side 
of the road next to Bill Burk's 
house. He was waving us in to 
join a large group gathered at the
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Burk house. Bill Burk had a car
port under his house that was 
scooped out of a dirt bank. From 
memory, most of the house was 
over-the carport. The level of the 
floor in the carport in relation to 
the dirt bank would provide pro-

D. Scott McLain, CCIM 
Managing Broker

< <11 im i i i 
BANKI R 
(,OMMl:K( I Al

(256) 533-3414 EXT. 142 BUSINESS *
(256) 533-3454 FAX 
dsmclain@ccim.net EMAIL 
www.mclaincommercial.com

Changing the Landscape 
of Huntsville!

COLDWELL BANKER COMMERCIAL

McLAIN REAL ESTATE
THE TIMES BUILDING
228 HOLMES AVENUE, SUITE 200 (35801)

POST OFFICE BOX 2199
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35804

Each Office is Indepenently Owned and Operated

CLEANING & RESTORATION

256-536-7569
Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

w 
tRH 
SHOP

Guitar • Banjo
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 
Repair

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, Al 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 
Fax: (256) 430-1081

Sam J. Citrano, Jr., DMD, P.C.
'GENERAL and COSMETIC DENTISTRY

■ Cosmetic Bonding ■ Teeth Whitening
■ Crowns & Bridges

■ Partials & Dentures Nefr Patients 
Welcome

534.7692 or 534.7741
Major credit cards accepted ■ Delta Dental Provider

411 Holmes Ave • Huntsville (conveniently located in Old Town Historical District)

1

mailto:dsmclain@ccim.net
http://www.mclaincommercial.com
http://www.dirtbustersrestoration.com
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tection from direct hits of flying 
debris.

The carport was full of my 
Ryland friends and neighbors. 
They were nervously chattering 
about the earlier tornados 
around Harvest and Hazel Green 
but unaware of one that Just 
crossed the Tennessee River. As 
I plugged in my police scanner, 
the Huntsville Police were al
ready talking about a tornado 
crossing the Parkway some
where near the Parkway City 
Mall. The conclusion was im
mediate in our group that a 
major tornado was heading to
ward Ryland and all of the men 
and boys ran outside. The night 
was clear and calm. Visibility 
was good all the way to Monte 
Sano Mountain. We were fooled 
by the tornado at first glance 
because of the angle of Monte 
Sano Mountain in. relation to 
our position. First, we saw a 
small secondary tornado that 
spun off the main funnel. It was 
not touching the ground. Seeing 
the small dangling funnel gave 
us a temporary hope for a miss. 
The hope didn't last long, the

Rodgers Painting
& Repair, LLC

Commercial & Residential 
Interior & Exterior 
Pressure Washing 

Siding Replacement 
Drywall Repair 

Texturing 
Bathroom / Kitchen Renovation 

Many More Custom Services

Billy Rodgers
(256) 783-6791
Fully Licensed & Insured

Senior Discounts! 

main tornado was still in Hunts
ville and the loud roar didn't 
match the small dangling funnel 
cloud.

Suddenly, the sky fell to the 
ground like dropping a black cur
tain on our side of Monte Sano. A 
wide area of dark boiling clouds 
was headed our way. Only one 
verbal reaction came from the 
group. Olin Vann said, "There it 
is". We all made a mad dash to 
the car port with the exception of 
Daddy. I had to turn and drag him 
into the house. He wanted to look.

Getting Daddy inside slowed 
me and Gregory down. Every-

Being a grandmother is 
wonderful. One minute you’re 
just a mom, the next you are 

all-wise and prehistoric.

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

www:parksupplycompany.com

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Randis Blinds Inc.

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments 

Visit us at: 
www.randsblinds.com

www:parksupplycompany.com
http://www.randsblinds.com
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OU DADS W-b-Q

Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 

Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 

French Fries 
Potato Salad 

Pies

"It’s Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s for your Special Events!

Try Our Famous 
ick Stew <& Stuffed Potatoes

1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials 

and much more!!!

Specialty Items 
Salads
Hot Dogs 
Hamburgers 
Slaw Dogs 
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate binners 
Chicken Fingers 
Rib Plates

Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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one had taken position in cars and under tables. Olin 
and Ester Vann were hunkered under a metal table 
and invited us to join. That would later prove to be a 
good choice. By then debris was striking the house 
as if fired from a machine gun. The noise was tre
mendous and the sky had a vivid green glow. Ester 
Vann was crying for the safety of her two boys who 
were in the cars. Next, the windows blew out simul
taneously as if explosives had been placed. Breath
ing became hard and the pressure pulled at the skin. 
Grit and small debris were flying and made it neces
sary to cover our eyes. The most spectacular was 
the sounds made by a dying house. The house 
screamed and squalled and left with the tornado: 
The most dangerous thing happened next. Concrete 
blocks, large pieces of wood and other tornado de
bris rained down from the sky. I saw concrete blocks 
bounce off the metal table.

When the tornado passed the sound stopped 
immediately and it began an icy rain. The rain 
was so cold it was almost unbearable on my back. 
I was miserable, wet and cold. I could hear 
screams from the cars but everyone seemed OK. 
We could not locate Bill Burk for awhile but he 
was soon found uninjured. The people in the cars 
had to be dug out. No one was injured but my 
new Dodge Dart was smashed to about waist high.

At one point after the tornado passed and be
fore we had crawled from under the table, the 
lighting was flickering and I could see only stubby 
trees where our house and barns once stood. I 
told Daddy, we lost everything. His only reply,

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate 
651-7517 Mobile

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert  @ knology.net

Mark Magnant
256-539*1084 UAH degree

o mrmagnant@knology.net

Diagnosis and refresh of computers. Spyware & 
virus removal. Tutoring available^ Senior 
Discount Available. In-home consultation and 
flexible schedules.

Computer Problems?

"We did?” I don't think Daddy ever recovered 
emotionally from the tornado.

Daddy, Gregory and I left the Burk place on 
foot to check on his brother, Robert Miller and 
the Grady Everett Family. We could see that 
Grady Everett's house was on fire. During the 
walk, I noticed the air smelled like pine and

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net

CLEANING S. RESTORATION

• Fine Rugs
• Carpets
• Upholstery

iw

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK 

Offering The Simplicity Plan

knology.net
mailto:mrmagnant@knology.net
http://www.admiralcleaning.net
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cedar trees. The roads were full 
of debris and power lines. It 
was very difficult to walk espe
cially without a flashlight. The 
trip to Robert Miller's and the 
Everett's took a bit of maneu
vering but we finally found Rob
ert. His house was damaged but 
not enough to wet all his 
clothes. Robert gave us a change 
of clothes. His shirt and pants 
didn't fit me very well but they 
sure did feel good. Bobby 
Rosenblum, a Huntsville Police
man, couldn't get his car to 
Ryland so he walked. Bobby, 
Gregory and I checked on the 
Everett's. The tornado had taken 
the top half of the house and 
the remainder was burning. Af
ter counting cars, it appeared the 
family may have been at home. 
Donny Dean, a relative, was in the 
front yard visibly upset. Donny 
was convinced the family was in 
the house burning. David 
Rosenblum and I checked the

house and the Everett's were not 
there. They had gone to a nearby 
storm cellar at the Tobey Hudson 
home. Gregory and I took a swing 
by Pete Smart's house and it was 
gone. The ground was bare where 
house once stood. His car was on 
the railroad track. Good thing he 
wasn't home.

Gregory and I lost contact 
with Daddy. Uncle Robert said 
he went to look at the damage 
at our home place. We were ter
rified at the prospects of Daddy 
stumbling around in the dark 
among the debris. All three of 
us made it home at about the 
same time; we walked upon 
Wayne Sharp and Jerry Brewer 
looking at the devastation of our 
house and barns. Wayne and 
Jerry thought we were dead and 
almost lost it emotionally when 
they saw us. I appreciated their 
reaction.

The night lasted forever. At 
one point that night, I walked out

Licensed - Insured - References

M S Masonry

We now deliver fresh 
flowers locally

256.533.3050
Ron Cooper.

Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt ave 
HUNTSVILLE. AL 35801

Repairs 
Pavers 
Curbs 
Walk ways 
Blocks 
Stone 
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“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester 
256-694-2469

“What should you do if you 
see an endangered animal 

eating an endangered plant?”

Jeremy Johnson, Woodville
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Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Upcoming Schedule:

“The Maltese Falcon”, by Dashiell Hammett

A new genre of crime fiction filled with slang, sex, violence and 
misogyny (over 18 please)

April 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6

Space Rangers & the Viper Menace, directed 
by Gary Lee Knight & Chuck Puckett

“Things are not always what they seem.”

April 11 -19
1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for 

general information and to reserve your tickets.
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

Inspections performed 
according to ASHI Standards 
Johnny Frazier, Inspector 

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by a professional

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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of the tornado damage area and 
found a State Trooper. The 
Trooper used his radio to contact 
the hospital to make sure 
Momma knew we were safe. 
The disaster was wide spread 
and affected many people in 
several areas and, as a result, 
we didn't see many people that 
night. The lack of official sup
port lasted several days but 
Ryland cared for itself the old 
timey way, neighbor helping 
neighbor.

The sun rose on a clear and 
cool day on the morning of April 
4. The morning found me alone 
on our hilltop waiting for that sun- 
rise. The light revealed tornado 
wreckage as far as the eye could 
see.

The experience was like a 
movie scene without the music. 
The wreckage was indescribable 
and my emotions were focused 
on what I was seeing along with 
my thoughts of surviving a once- 
in-a-lifetime event.

I later found the remains of 
our clock and the time was 
stuck at 11:05 RM. A time and 
date that changed Ryland 
forever.

Court News from 1904
- Jas. B. Mitchell will be tried on Habeas Corpus Writ: Harvey 

Russell, a white man, was arrested late Monday night for shooting 
at his wife in their home on Walker Street. Russell is said to have fired 
three times at her. He claims that all three times were accidents.

- Wm. and Walter Tilkin who were arrested at the August term of 
circuit court for larceny of merchandise from J. M. Oldfield's store at 
Hazle Green were pardoned yesterday by acting Governor 
Cunningham. They are young boys aged 14 and 17 years old and 
had developed symptoms of tuberculosis in the mines and affida
vits in the petition for pardon showed that their mother had died 
of consumption.

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Country Ham & Fruit Baskets
It’s time to plant! Come get your annuals, vegetable plants, 

house plants, ferns - get your hands in the dirt!

We’re open 7 days a week!
(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville
Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat 

Sunday 8-5

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Delicious Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

Madison 

Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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Growing Up in 
the Country

by Helen Medlin

Everyone that has lived during the time of the 
Depression has many stories they can tell about 
how they had to make do with their money, trans
portation, and food during that time.

For my Grandparents, Charlie Wand, Hattie O. 
Tidwell and their family, it was no different than 
any other families that worked and farmed and had 
big families.

Even though the times were hard, they did 
have food on the table but that did not come 
easy because if the garden did not produce and 
there was a drought, you just did not have as 
much food as you expected.

There was hog killing day in the fall, and 
from all the fat of the hog, there was home
made soap, made with Red Devil Lye and hog 
fat, cooked in a big wash pot in the yard, which 
took most of a day and then put in a long wooden 
tray to get cold. (All of us know when grease gets 
cold it is hard, but put Red Devil Lye in it and it 
becomes another product of "hog killing day") and

r

Life Is Lived 
in Days, but

It Is Remembered 
in Moments.

And even as days morph into that 
proverbial “borrowed time,” meaningful 

life experiences still remain for the claiming. 
God is not through with you yet. In fact he 
never will be!
We’re helping adults 
find significance in 
their lives by Loving 
God, Serving Others, 
and Growing 
Disciples.

600 Governors Dr SW 
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 428-9400 
www.fbchsv. or g

11 Adult Ministry

limn
First Baptist Huntsville
Mabama's First Baptist Cliurcfi«f. 1809

BANTING
SERVICES

256.534.4452
Toll Free: 877,534.4452

Fax: 534.4456

cMore than 
meets the eye I

3308 Seventh Avenue• Huntsville, Alabama 35805
www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@lindasprinting.com

http://www.fbchsv
http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com
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this process was called "Lye soap", 
you have never had a bath until 
you have had a "lye" soap bath. 
You surely were clean after one of 
those baths. We had ham stored 
in a smoke house hung up in cloth 
sacks and also sausage, that puts 
the "store bought" sausage of 
today to shame. There was bacon, 
or some folks call it "streak-o- 
lean”, salted down in a salt 
barrel.

They raised their chickens 
and had eggs, owned a couple 
of cows and had milk and but
ter. My granddad bought a car 
so he could sell vegetables he 
raised for the Farmers Market, 
but before that he would go door 
to door in Huntsville and sell 
much of his vegetables. The car 
was a 1919 Dodge. This car he 
lost during the Depression.

From my mother's recollec
tion—"One year it was a bad year 
for crops, just after the Depres
sion set in and Dad only made

$75 for the whole year which he 
had to buy fertilizer and seed for 
the next year’s crops. For Christ
mas money that year he made 
corn shuck brooms and sold 
them, this was after Howard had 
married and there were nine chil
dren for Christmas who were at 
home for presents. We all had a 
piece of fruit, some nuts, candy 
cane, and one toy, which I don't 
recall the kind. We were thankful 

BUYING
OLD FISHING LURES
I want to buy older and newer fishing lures 
and fishing related items

Call Steve in Decatur
Home - 256-432-2688
Cell-256-318-3867

to have that much from our par
ents."

Grandma was a hard working 
woman, as many of the women 
were that lived on farms, she 
could take a sack of flour and 
make it do many things for her 
family. There were ten hungry 
mouths to feed three times a day 
and that can put a strain on a per
son, be it woman or man,

She was always in the kitchen

We now provide catering for special events
We cater all your special events: Business Meetings - Reunions - 
Company picnics - Wedding parties - Receptions - Birthday parties

Rare, Collectibles, 
with A Huge Selection!

Buy - Sell - Trade
Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies 

Gifts - Expresso Supplies 

880-6464

We carry a- largcSelection of signed editions with many 
local & regional authors
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o

7900 Bailey Cove Road
Across from Grissom High School 

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat 
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Check our good selection 
of LARGE PRINT books and 
BOOKS ON TAPE
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Your Neighborhood Store For Food, Books & Fine Coffee
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AUCTION
Friday May 9th @ 12:00 Noon
Historic Home To e Moved
Selling To The Highest idder!
Illi Pulaski Pike • Huntsville, Alabama

Former Estate Of Columbus V. Moore 
Selling By Order Of 

Hope Community Church
For More Details:

Phone 256-536-7497 • www.hortonauction.com
Email: horton@hortonauction.com

HORTON AUCTION COMPANY
Auctions That Satisfy Since '65

3201 Governors Drive • Huntsville,Alabama

http://www.hortonauction.com
mailto:horton@hortonauction.com
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as I remember and the stove was 
a wood burning stove that got real 
hot in the summer when she 
cooked those three meals a day.

My granddad and those of his 
children who were old enough, 
maybe 10 years and up, would 
work in the fields, either chopping 
cotton, corn or bean rows.

When cotton picking time 
came, usually in September, the 
school would already be in ses
sion and they would let out for six 
weeks so the families could get 
their cotton crops in before it be
gan to rain. This provided the 
money for cloth and thread to 
make the clothes for the school 
year. Also there were flour sacks 
with floral prints that were also 
used as the flour sacks were emp
tied.

One thing I thought was funny 
was what my mother told me. The 
girls had long stockings and of 
course they were very heavy 
stockings, they wore to school in 
the winter. Well, when they got old 
enough to realize how they looked 
in these stockings, they would wait 
until they got out of sight of the 

house to catch the school bus and 
the girls would roll the stockings 
down to below the knees.

In those days when the chil
dren would marry, some of them 
would live with the parents and 
help out on the farm. When the 
couple felt they could afford to 
buy a piece of land, they would 
build a house and move from the 
family home to their own place.

This is what happened in our 
family; the oldest child, who was 
my uncle Howard, married but 
did not live at home and he found 
a job in Decatur, Alabama in a 
grocery store, Piggly Wiggly. He 
made this his profession as he 
later bought his own grocery store 
with the help of an uncle and 
retired from that store.

The next child to marry was 
my mother, and my granddad 
needed help on the farm so she

“I know I’m not sexy. When I 
put on my underwear I can 
hear the Fruit of the Loom 

guys laughing.”

Rodney Dangerfield

Five Points 
Plant Swap 

2008
Welcome to the third annual 
Five Points Historic District 

Plant Swap, co-sponsored by 
the Huntsville City Green 

Team
Sat., April 12,9:00AM -11:00AM

Lewter Park
(corner of Wellman & Windham)

Bulbs, Perennials, Seeds, 
Cuttings, etc. to be traded. 
Daylilies, Irises, Hostas, 
Cannas, Antique Rose and 
Hydrangea cuttings, Jackson 
Vine, common house plants 
(Peace Lily) and Daffodils are 
just a few of the type of 
plants featured.

For more information visit: 
www.fivepointshistoricdistrict.org 

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

License: 09011 ®
“I am confident of her care”

CARE, COMFORT and the 

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve.

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we 
can help put your mind at ease.A S S I S T E

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

hearthstone)
a ASSISTED LIVING./

at //?yrcb Jprings ’
0 “ 8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062
www.hearthstoneassisted.comD LIVING

- % - '■ a O °

http://www.fivepointshistoricdistrict.org
http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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and my Dad lived with them un
til I was born in 1931, after my 
birth they lived just up the road 
from my grandparents, as time 
began to get some better as far 
as jobs, my Dad went to work on 
a Dairy farm and that began an
other life for us.

My grandparents were raised 
on Hurricane Creek Valley. They 
moved to Madison County 
about f1912, at the same time 
my Great grandparents moved 
to Arlington, Texas, which for 
some reason unknown to any 
of us, my grandparents moved 
afterwards. My uncle Howard 
Tidwell was three years old, born 
in 1909, and my mother and her 
twin brother was six months old, 
born in 1912. They rode the train 
and shipped their furniture to 
Texas. Then in 1914 they moved 
back to Hurricane Creek Valley 
and lived with my Great 
granddad Wilson Allen Tidwell. 
They moved off Hurricane Creek 
some time around 1919 to what 
was then Oakwood Road, later 
changed to Tidwell Lane and to
day is Grizzard Road. The name 
change came about as the oldest 
family that lived there moved 
away from the Road. Neighbors 
were Mr. & Mrs. Roper and Mr. 
& Mrs. Brosemer. Later when 
they moved from the big house, 
which is the Grizzard home, to 
the Parker place down the road, 
our neighbors were Mr. & Mrs.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SPARKMAN MARBLE 
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE'S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892 

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801 

. 256 534 - 0971

McCay.
In 1929, Granddad Tidwell 

bought a new Chevrolet, my great 
grandparents moved off Hurri
cane Creek Valley and from there 
they all became grocerymen. 
Great grandparents, and grand
parents, they all retired from the 
grocery business as well as the 
four sons: Howard, the oldest; 
Clarence Tidwell (mother's twin); 
Otis Tidwell; and Joe Tidwell.

The family is still very close 
and we all appreciate what we 
have seen out of a hard working, 
never losing faith family.

Hospital Opens
from 1904 newspaper

The Huntsville City Hospi
tal was formally opened yester
day with a public reception and 
about 200 people attended and 
were shown through the estab
lishment. Sherbet and lemon
ade was served to the guests by 
Mrs. Bolling and Mrs. White.

The hospital is one of the 
best equipped institutions of its 
kind in the state and everybody 
who visited was so impressed. 
The operating room is complete 
in every way.

The hospital has been receiv
ing patients for the past several 
days and a new one was taken 
in yesterday.

AA Major Medical 
Insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card 
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life 
Insurance Available for indi
vidual. Family, Business, Medi
care Supplement Available on 
Disability or Age 65 and Up. Short 
Term, effective immediately. 
Ages 15 Days to 65.

256-859-7477
Alabama Only:

1-866-709-4908

Silence is often 
mis-interpreted, but 
never mis-quoted.

Now there's another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more 
convenient. With PODS, you can 
take your time moving or storing 
your belongings. We deliver a 
POD right to your door, you pack 
it at your own pace and we 
deliver it anywhere coast to coast 
ortoourdry and secure ware
house. It's that simple.

* Consider it moving and 
storage on your terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing.

PODS
Portnblr’ On D"innnd Stornyr*

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.PODS.com
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Memories 
of Church 
Street

by Calvin L. Holder
I have lived on Church street 

over the years, from one end to 
the other, from Holmes Street 
to Oakwood Avenue. One place 
I lived in was up over the Auc
tion House when it was on 
Holmes St., where Channel 19 
TV is now.

I remember the service sta
tion at the end of Church Street 
on Holmes and the Princess 
Theatre, the cab company called 
Deluxe & United, and Welch & 
Harris Funeral Home. There was 
a cleaners and a barber shop, 
and at the corner of Monroe 
Street and Church Street there 
were 2 grocery stores. There was 
a nursery beside the Depot, and 
the Pullman and Southern ca
fes. I lived behind the

One Christmas, Fat 
Kimbrough was Santa Claus 
and the Grace Center sent him 
down to the house when I was just 
a kid. I was in bed asleep when 
my grandmother let him in and 
he picked me up out of bed, 
asleep, and carried me into the liv
ing room where he gave me some 
toys and apples, oranges, grapes 
& bananas. Fats' family lived up 
on Church Street across from 
where the Driver's license place is 

now.
I went to school at East 

Clinton, then Huntsville Junior 
High on Randolph Street and 
would walk there everyday. My 
grandparents would walk with 
me, back and forth, to keep me 
out of trouble. Some of the guys 
I went to school with were Leroy 
Cunningham, Billy Joe Cooley, 
Jimmy Toland and Hall Bryant.

I had lots of jobs back then. 
I worked at 7-Up Bottling Com-

Southern Cafe when 
Oscar Hickham ran it 
and Douch Lee ran 
the Pullman. My 
grandpa got killed at 
the corner of Monroe 
Street and Cleveland 
Street from a tree ac
cident.

One place I lived 
was behind the South
ern Cafe and I could 
step out of the back 
door of the cafe onto 
our front porch. This 
was back in 1955.1 re
member Dilworth 
Lumber on Church 
street, and Clarence 
Tidwell's grocery 
store. Nearby was the 
Southern Cotton Oil 
Mill. I remember when 
all the kids used to go 
to a place called the 
"Grace Center."

For all your
Real Estate needs -

call us

MARY ELLEN
yto 6 company

256.797.0203 
www.MaryEllenPeters.com

KELLER WILLIAMS.
REALTY

- service above and beyond your expectations
2410 L&N Road, Suite C 

Huntsville, AL 35801

http://www.MaryEllenPeters.com
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pany behind Jack Canterbury's 
grocery store at the corner of 
Wheeler Ave. and Church Street, 
when Standard Oil Co. was there 
and G.S. Martin Grocery Store 
and Joe Van Valkenburgh's 
Huntsville Building Material. My 
friend Mike Miller worked at 
Madison County Farmer's Market 
as a security guard at night for a 
while before Mr. McLaughlin 
started. I used to work there for 
Tooter Taylor, I recall he was a 
really nice guy.

My grandpa used to take up 
the trees there by the roots so 
they could put driveways in. I 
also lived beside the Fairground 
for a while, close to the old Stove 
Foundry building. My grandpa 
used to change lightbulbs for the 
fair, and I remember he and I and 
my grandma would always get 
into the Fair for free.

Talking about the Stove 
Foundry, I remember when my 
brother-in-law Dick Branch got 
killed in 1949 when a stove got 
caught in a belt and got thrown 
out, hitting him in the head and 
killing him instantly. My dad 
used to drive the Huntsville 
Park bus and worked for Cres

Ku Klux Klan Bans Boxing
In other actions, the Ku Klux Klan successfully convinced the 

city to adopt an ordinance prohibiting boxing matches from be
ing held within the city limits. This action came about as a result 
of a recent match held at the Big Spring which pitted a colored 
man against a white opponent. The Klan argued that allowing 
such spectacles would encourage the races to mix. Huntsville 
church leaders supported the ordinance. ffrom 1901 newspaper

“Senior Homecare by Angels”
837-1137

Personal Hygiene, 
Homemaking, 

Respite, 
Meal Prep, 

Errands and More 
Up to 24 hours 
7 days a week 

www.visitingangels.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES!
Part-time with flexible hours for those who 

enjoy helping seniors

cent Cab.
Mrs. Bingham had a grocery 

store where Lewis & Sons 
Plumbing is now, and across the 
street was City Coal Company 
owned by the Bakers.

There have been many 
changes to the businesses and 
homes on Church Street, but I
guess that's just progress. 
There sure were a lot of grocery 
stores & cafes back then!

I'll always remember how it 
was and hope this is interesting
for your readers.

A company that doesn’t 
advertise is like someone 

who blinks in the dark - THEY 
know what they are doing, 

but no one else does.

http://www.visitingangels.com


Old Huntsville Page 46

Remembering 

the Cotton 
Mill Strike

by Ruby Crabbe
When I was a youngster grow

ing up in Dallas Village, so 
many things happened it would 
be hard for me to remember 
them all. But the things I do re
member I'll never forget, like the 
"Famous Strike" at Dallas Tex
tile Mills.

The picket line in front of 
the mill was long and the strik
ers were tired. Some of them 
carried large banners proclaim
ing the strike and warning people 
not to cross the picket line. I 
can't remember who all took 
part in cooking food for the 
strikers but I do know that my 
mother, Josie Allen, did. My 
stepdad, Mr. Lonnie Allen, took 
part in the cooking also.

Every day at noon he and 
Mama would fix hamburgers 
and coffee for the strikers. Now

HUNTSVILLE'S 

when I say hamburgers -1 mean 
it would be such a large sack 
full it would be hard for us kids 
to even carry. Plus, we carried a 
pot that held three or four gal
lons of hot steaming coffee.

I remember one night several 
of the union members had a 
meeting at this certain house. 
During the meeting someone 
spoke up and said, "Boy, what 
would I give right now if I had 
all the good fried chicken I could 
eat!" At that remark the lady of 
the house got up and excused 
herself from the meeting.

It wasn't long before the odor 
of good fried chicken just filled 
the house. It appeared that three 
good sized fryers had been 
roosting on a water pipe right 
outside the back door. Don't 
know whose chickens they were 
but they were never seen again 
on the roost.

I remember the union mem
bers and the nonunion mem
bers having a little get-to-to- 
gether on 5th Street, now known 
as Andrew Jackson Way. The 
union members were on one 
side of the street, the nonunion 
members on the other. On the 
union side a large platform had 

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5 
Sun -1 - 5

John’s Jungle JymsTRAIN STORE
A Model Railroaders Paradise

Forts - Gyms - Swings - Gazebos

http://www.gibsonbooks.com


been erected, and on top of it 
was what appeared to be a ma
chine gun. Don't know if it was 
the recil thing or not but a lot of 
the people didn't hang around 
long enough to find out. And on 
top of that platform stood Bill 
Jaco. He was singing loud and 
clear "We shall not be moved."

That song generated a lot of 
angry offensive yells, but did that 
bother Brother Bill? No, it only 
made him sing louder and 
louder, "We Shall Not Be Moved!"

Moonshine 
Still Found on 
Keel Mountain

from 1915 newspaper
Revenue Officer Bennett 

found a wild cat still on Keel's 
mountain last week and caught 
two persons, a man named 
Atchley and a woman, Mrs. 
Pearl Conley at work making the 
sparkling dew. Conley, husband 
of the woman, made his escape.

After destroying the still and 
emptying beer, singlings, etc. on 
the ground, the officer brought 
the prisoners to Scottsboro and 
placed them in jail. In a trial 
Saturday before Judge of Pro
bate James B. Hackworth, each 
were given a fine of fifty dollars 
and costs amounting to $96.66.

The place where the still was 
found was an ideal spot near a 
large basin surrounded by huge 
frowning cliffs, a narrow passage 
way leading directly under a large 
bluff quite a distance and emerg
ing into a room thirty feet in cir
cumference. The operator of the 

DALb\5
Mill
Deli

Call us to reserve the Deli for your special 
event after 4pm - we will cater for you or 

you can provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM
489-3354
- LUNCH - SANDWICHES

CHIU DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS

SOUP OF THE DAY

CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.
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still then made an excavation in 
the wall and placed the still back 
in this receptacle and unmolested 
for some time was monarch of 
all he surveyed until in an evil 
hour the dreaded Revenue ar
rived and destroyed his play
house.

Medicare 
Supplement

Southern Sealing & Striping

And/or part D prescriptions 
Available on Disability 

for age 65 and up 
Also Life Insurance

Specializing in sealing & strip
ing. We do parking lots, handi
cap parking and driveways.

For More Information

(256) 859-7477
Or toll-free (Alabama only)

866-709-4908

Call for free estimates 
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors
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News From the Year 1925
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Traffic Lights
Installed Downtown

In a highly controversial 
move, the city of Huntsville has 
installed traffic lights at the cor
ners of Jefferson and Clinton, 
Holmes and Washington, Wash
ington and Clinton and 
Randolph, Greene and Holmes.

Merchants are outraged at 
the novel experiment and have 
vowed to form a coalition to re
move them. Their anger comes 
from the fear that drivers will 
spend less time looking at the 
window displays of the various 
stores.

"The streets will be filled 
with Zombies." Mr. L.D. 
Carruthers said, "waiting in lines 
and staring at the lights."

A citizens group has joined 
in the merchants protest claim
ing that red and green lights will 
be confusing to everyone.

Among the various propos
als the city considered before

deciding on the lights were 
whistles, electric gates and 
crossing police.

The majority of people 
seemed to be in favor of cross
ing police but the cost seemed 
to be prohibitive for Huntsville, 
a city already deeply in debt.

The first accident was re
ported yesterday while the lights 
were still being installed. Mr. 
Orville Roberts of New Hope 
lost control of his car and ran 
into the ladder of a workman 
installing the light on Clinton 
and Jefferson.

"I never saw a green light be
fore," Mr. Roberts said later.

Testimony Denied 
in Scopes Trial
Dayton, Tenn.: In a sensa

tional effort to end the conflict 
between science and religion, 
presiding Judge John T. 
Raulston, on Tuesday expunged 
the testimony of William Jennings 
Bryan from the record of the 
Scopes trial.

The court said this action was 
taken because Bryan's defence of 
his faith in the Bible has no bear
ing on the issues of the anti-evo
lution trial.

The court made the unex
pected ruling as a result of a 
personal appeal from Attorney 
General A. Thomas Stewart, 
head of the prosecution, who 
told newspaper men he would 
move to expunge the Bryan tes
timony if the judge did not act.

For Your Health!

Solving your 
health, puzzle

256-883-4127 Herbs
Open Monday - Saturday
info@ruthsnutrhion.com

Vitamins 
Massage

Reflexology 
Natural Foods

Master Herbalist 
Auricular Therapy 

Magnetic Therapies 
Electrodermal Testing 

Rapid Eye Technology

“Don’t let worry kill you 
off - let the church help.”

Seen in local church bulletin

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy. 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!
Cleansing & Weight 

Loss

NUTRITION
www.ruthsnutrltlon.com

Custom Cuts
Lawn & Landscape Service 
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod
* Flowers & Shrubs
* Lawn & Landscape 

Management
* Aerating & Overseeding
* Free Estimates
* Commercial & Residential
* Referenced Available
* State Certified

/ A %

Jimmy Stubbs

(256) 828-9224

mailto:info@ruthsnutrhion.com
http://www.ruthsnutrltlon.com
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Hogs Found in 
Rose Garden

Nine of Mr. Stegall's fine lot 
of hogs were impounded this 
week under the vagrant hog law 
after being found in the rose 
garden of Judge Betts.

Mr. Stegall states that on Sat
urday night his hogs were secure 
in their lot and had escaped on 
Sunday morning after someone 
removed a board from the fence. 
He claims the ordinance does 
not apply when the owner of the 
hogs does not intentionally let 
them run at large and has 
promised to fight his case in 
court. Judge Betts is expected 
to preside.

No Gasoline Sales 
on Sunday

At yesterday’s meeting of the 
city fathers, a resolution forbid
ding the sale of gasoline on Sun
days was overwhelmingly 
adopted.

Speaking in support of the 
ordinance were local pastors 
who decried the Sunday sale of 
gasoline by stating it permitted 
joyriding and encouraged people 
to engage in frivolous pursuits

"Old Tyme Friendly Service"

*visT

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - JOPM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center 
AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service”

rather than attending church.
The pastors supported their 

arguments by presenting figures 
showing how most people lived 
within walking distance of a 
church. The measure is also 
expected to put a dent in the 
speak-easy business.

Sheriff Evicts
9 Mill Families

Officials at Lincoln Mills 
called the sheriff yesterday to 
have 9 families evicted from mill 
homes. Mill authorities said the 
families had violated their rent 
agreement by allowing people 
not employed by Lincoln Mill to 
stay with them. Other evictions 
are expected to follow.

Dilworth Announces 
Purchase for 
Country Club

WP Dilworth, President of the 
Greater Huntsville Country Club, 
announced today the purchase of 
the Moss home on Pulaski Pike, 
along with 225 acres, as the site 
of the Huntsville Country Club. 
The company was recently incor
porated with $40,000 capital 
stock. The club is expected to 
have the only golf course in North 
Alabama.

Five Points

Hallmark Shop
Gold Crown Hallmark Store

* Noodle & Boo
- Fine baby product line

Bella Cucina
- Artful Food

Paddy Wax
- Scented Soy Candles 

Aroma Floria
- Decorative Aroma Beads 

Archipelago
- Botanical lotions
- Home Scents

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-5pm

534-5854
Under New Ownership

Theresa Carlisle
716 Pratt Ave - in 5 Points

“Always remember - Goliath 
was a 40-point favorite over 

David.”
Shug Jordan, Auburn coach

MADE TO ORDER 
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction 

Specialists

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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CURTIS: 3256 SF, 5 BR with bonus $399,900

BROTHERS: 2615F, Lg 3 BR home $317,900

Crown Molding

Chair Rails

3 Car Garages

Swim & Tennis Community 
with Clubhouse

HUNTSVILLE
Inileiienilenlly Owned anil Operated

Jason Johnson
REALTOR

256-479=6182

jjohnson@aol.com

Doris Thcker
Broker Associate

256-658-5832
doris@doristucker.com

Elegant Ranch 
and 2 Story Homes

Traditional Style 
All Brick Construction

Custom Cabinetry 
& Granite Countertop:

Hardwood and
Tile Floors

Model Home Open 
Monday - Saturday 
11:00-5:00 
Sundays: 1:00 - 5:00

’s Point
T The Reserve

Come “Feel” the Difference - Where Luxury is a Standard; not an Amenity 

Upper $200’s - Lower $400’s

, Kristin Ardal

Home Loan Consultant

Ceil: 256-655-0837

Fax: 256-531-5831

mailto:jjohnson@aol.com
mailto:doris@doristucker.com


Ranger
by Austin Miller

Ranger was a big red, shorthaired dog with 
a long tail. He was half boxer and half red 
bone hound. Ranger belonged to Dwight 
Everett, the oldest child of Grady and Avon 
Everett. The Everetts moved to Ryland from 
Maysville when Dwight was in the first grade. 
That's when he met my brother Berns. They 
soon developed a friendship that has lasted 
to this day. The house they moved into was 
referred to as the house behind the gin. It 
was only about 75 feet behind the Ryland cot
ton gin, about 300 feet south of the store, 
post office and Ryland Pike. Part of the road 
to their house is now named Ryland Gin Road.
Grady and Avon had four children besides 
Dwight; they are Carolyn, Pete, Joyce and 
Roger. All still live in or around Ryland with 
the exception of Dwight who lives at Leighton, 
Alabama. He is pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Leighton. Grady died about ten 
years ago; Avon still lives at the home place. 
Avon has been heard saying that when she 
saw the land at Ryland she told Grady that 
she had found her home and it was where 
she wanted to live until she died. That was 
almost sixty years ago.

The Everetts lived in the house behind the 
gin for several years. It was a plain frame 
house with a front porch, brick siding and a 
tin roof. Many Ryland families lived in the 
house before the Everetts to include Jim 
Barnett, Robert Miller and my Grandparents, 
Hugh and Hettie Mefford. I still have a scar 
on my chin from a cut I got playing on a wagon 
tongue in the back yard when Uncle Robert 
lived there. Grady was a hard worker who 
worked two jobs. He worked at the Stove Plant 
in Huntsville and farmed. In the early sixties’, 
they built a nice new brick house out on the 

road from the old house.
Always of great interest to me was the fact that 

Mr. Everett was a decorated Navy veteran of World, 
War II. He was in the Navy when Pearl Harbor was 
attacked and still in when they signed the surrender 
in Tokyo Bay. His first job in the war was to ferry 
Marines ashore in the invasion of several Pacific 
Islands; one of those was Guadalcanal. After his 
transport ship was sunk, he served on a destroyer 
and saw more action. Grady Everett was not only a 
good neighbor; he was also a real war hero. My heros 
were never ball players, movie stars or anybody I didn't 
know personally; they are all people like Grady Everett.

♦
For FAshioNs FiwishiNq Touch...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

New Summer Merchandise 
Arriving Daily!

Unique clothing & jewelry 
for that special gift.

WaAkionA' V vuaIohv

740
539-3876

Pain Relief Foofw
913 Franklin Street 256-539-1001 Huntsville, Alabama
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Ranger roamed the roads, 

fields and yards of Ryland for 
nearly twenty years. In his 
prime, and he had a long prime, 
he was the undisputed king of 
the dogs. He was the Bull of the 
woods feared by all other dogs. 
He was not vicious or aggres
sive toward people but when it 
came to other dogs, he was a holy 
terror. Dogs that challenged him 
did so at the risk of their lives. 
Joyce tells the story of how 
Ranger saved her life when she 
was ten years old. She was walk
ing home from the store one day 
when a known vicious bulldog 
ran’ up from behind and started 
growling and snarling. She knew 

she was in great danger until she 
saw Ranger coming. Without 
slowing down he ran past her 
and attacked full force. When 
she looked back the bulldog was 
running for his life with Ranger 
in hot pursuit.

In their growing up years, 
Berns and Dwight spent untold 
hours hunting, fishing, boat
ing, exploring and swimming. 
One of their favorite things to 
do was spend the night with 
each other. Berns loved to go 
to the Everett house and hear 
Mr. Everett tell about his war 
experiences. Dwight told me 
recently that one of his favorite 
memories of coming to our

Your Full Service Garden Center
Full line of shrubs, trees, 

perennials, herbs 

and annuals. 

Including hard to 

find items. Family 

owned and 

operated for 
15 years Jj

ESEarthTouch
8515B Whitesburg Drive South 

Huntsville, Alabama 
256.880.3808

Roads, Roads and More Roads!
With the phenomenal growth Huntsville and 

Madison County is now experiencing, the need 
for roads and infrastructure has become 
critical. I promise to work full time to get the 
needed roads for Madison and Huntsville.

I believe politicians have to follow 
through on what they promise.

Vote for 
Glenn Watson 

County Commissioner 
District 2

Help us build Huntsville and Madison County
Paid for by friends of Glenn Watson

/ Keep My Promises!
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house was Daddy popping popcorn. He said 
Daddy would cook up a big batch in a big skillet 
on our old coal heater, put a newspaper on the 
floor and dump it all out on the newspaper and 
they would eat pop corn and drink Double Colas 
until they were full enough to pop. When Dwight 
came to spend the night Ranger came too. He 
slept on the front porch under the window next 
to the bed where Berns and Dwight slept.

Whten Dwight went to the Air Force in 1966, 
Ranger couldn't figure out what happened to 
him. For weeks, he came at night and slept 
under the window on our front porch. Berns 
still talks about waking up to find Old Ranger 
peering through the window looking for Dwight. 
Daddy would run him home every morning 
but as soon as the sun went down he was 
back. I am told that this really got next to 
Daddy and he would try to explain to Ranger 
that Dwight was gone but to no avail. He 
thought a lot of Dwight and made the state
ment that he knew there was at least one good 
boy in the Air Force.

By this time Ranger was getting on in years. 
He was not as quick as he once was and didn't 
have a tooth in his head. He was getting by on 
his reputation. Other dogs feared him so that they 
left him alone for a long time after he was no 
longer able to fight. Finally, as was bound 
to happen, another dog took him on. With 
no teeth, slow reflexes and stiff joints, 
Ranger didn't stand a chance and was 
killed.

It says in the Bible that if you live by 
the sword you will die by the sword. It is 
my guess that Old Ranger wouldn't have 
wanted it any other way.

ASIAN 
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs 
For All Budgets 
FREE PAD with 

purchase (Mention this ad)

256.885.0706
4800 Whitesburg Dr., Suite 2 

next to Fresh Market
Neu> Shipment of Persian Rugs 

JUST ARRIVED!

We know Moms are busy and 
that’s why we have the easiest 
consignment policy. Just Drop and 
Run. No Hangers, No Tagging, No 
Hassles. View your account online

We Consign Great 
Children’s Clothing!
Brands Include:
• Strasburg
• Abercrombie
• Aeropostale
• Beaux et Belles
• Many More...

Great New Items:
• Melissa & DougToys

• Custom Dresses

• Baby Shower Gifts

• Monogramming!

Located across the street from Interior Market Place, 
just off Hwy 431 near Hampton Cove.

5767 Cove Commons Dr Huntsville 532-0250 
www.TwicellponATimeConsign.com 

Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

15% Off with this ad

PsrfeatlMta
Professional Turf Care Company 

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net
PO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 

“Because You Deserve It” 
President, Jerry O. Smith 
State Certified Applicator

7 Application Prognun 

Fertilization 

Weed Control
Insect a Disease Control 
Fire Ant Control
Tree a Ornamental Care 

Grub Control
Grow-in Programs 

Athletic Programs

Ask about our 52 week

Direct Line: (256) 882-0304
Cell:
Fax:
Toll Free:
Email: Iouiel8l4@yahoo.com 
www. nserealestate. com

(256) 653-3627
(256) 882-0804
1-800-553-1908

Lou Walker
REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE, INC.
3603 Memorial Parkway South • Huntsville, Alabama 35801 HH I

*

http://www.TwicellponATimeConsign.com
http://www.PerfectTurf.net
mailto:Iouiel8l4@yahoo.com


Old Huntsville Page 55

Heard On 
the Street 
in 1904

- Lost - a 38 calibre Army 
Colt pistol, wooden handle. Re
turn to Huntsville Hotel bar. $9 
reward

- An unfortunate incident oc
curred this past week when a 
prominent local businessman 
returned home intoxicated after 
spending the evening in a saloon. 
Not wishing to awaken his wife, 
he proceeded to enter through an 
open window. The wife, hearing the 
noise, shot him twice in an em
barrassing part of his body.

- Jim Blizzard, a well-known 
citizen of Jackson county, was 
arrested by Deputy Marshal 
Arnold on a charge of retailing 
whiskey and was brought to the 
city. Blizzard was tried before 
Commissioner Greenleaf and 
bound over in the sum of $300.

- Remember - Wednesday 
June 8th is the day for the Elk's 
annual river excursion. $ 1 round 
trip, good boat and barge, good 
music and a jolly good time.

- Mr. R. W. St. Clair, of Hur
ricane, was among the visitors 
to the city Monday.

- A marriage license was is
sued to Jerry C. Jones and 
Emma Street.

- Cantrell & Young, the reli
able druggists of Huntsville, are 
having calls for "Hindipo", the 
new kidney cure and nerve tonic 
that they are selling under a 
good guarantee. Its merits are 
becoming the talk of the town 
and everybody wants to try it and 
if it doesn't work, no money will 
be paid for it. Try it today.

- John McLane was shot 
through the leg yesterday by 
Oakley Harris. The shooting 
occurred in front of the McGee 

Hotel and it was so quick that very 
few persons saw it. McLane and 
Harris had a few words in dispute 
and it is understood that the 
former struck the latter, who stag
gered back and drew his pistol, a 
41 calibre Colt. Mr. McLane
grabbed at the pistol and in the 
scuffle that ensued, the weapon 
was discharged, the bullet strik
ing McLane's right leg below the 

Jessica Chew, LMT #1722
7910 S. Memorial Parkway - Suite G (256) 489-5118

www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com

I

AC Sy&teMd
Jab Properties, LLC

Heating & Cooling

E-mail: ac.systems@yahoo.com

Serving The Best Customers In Huntsville

TAYLOR’S 
BARBER SHOP

Ollie Taylor, Sr. - Ollie Taylor, Jr. - Brandon Stone 
Don Hamilton

Tue - Fri 9 - 5 
Sat - 8 -1 

Walk-ins Welcome

883-1100
11309 Mem. Pkw, S. Suite G 
Just North of Skate Odyssey

knee. The bone was splintered 
and it is feared that the limb will 
have to be amputated. Harris was 
arrested on a warrant charging 
assault with intent to kill and was 
immediately released on a $300 
bond.

- For Sale - Monte Sano cot
tage known as the Bob Halsey 
cottage is for sale at $750.00.

(256) 533-5031 
Fax (256) 533-5061

Sales
Service 

Installation

http://www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com
mailto:ac.systems@yahoo.com
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emories
by Herman Hunt
I remember getting up at 4 o'clock, feeding the 

mules, eating breakfast, then taking off for the cot
ton gin^at New Hope. The Butler Brothers gin was 
about 5 miles from where we lived. It was the sec
ond largest gin in the United States. They could give 
2 bales of cotton at the same time.

Sometimes there would be 15 or 20 wagons 
ahead of us when we arrived. When that happened, 
Papa didn't want to wait in line all day so we'd un
hitch the mules, leave the wagon and go back home. 
We would come back the next day to get the wagon 
with our cotton bales. We would then drive the wagon 
to another building, and pull a cord that dropped 
our cottonseeds in our wagon. I still don't know how 
the gin kept up with which wagon belonged to whom.

I picked 107 pounds of cotton once when I was 
seven years old. The most I ever picked was 303 
pounds. My father was written up in the paper two 
years in a row for having the first cotton blooms 
appear in a crop of cotton in Madison County.

One time my father gave me a knife and I 
swapped it off for a pencil you didn't have to sharpen. 
When Papa found out he ran me about a mile 
through the cotton patch. When he caught me he 
gave me two licks. I said: "Papa, if I knew you weren't 
going to give me more than two licks, I could have 
saved us both the run.”

Our landlord was holding his cotton hoping it 
would go from 45 cents a pound to 50 cents a 
pound. This was in 1929, and the next day the 
depression hit and the price went down to 5 cents a

Country Treasures
Crafts, Collectibles, Furniture 

& Consignments 

Harvest, Al. 35749
4019 Old Railroad Bed Road

. ■ a 
A ", (256) 426-5042

pound. Life was tough.
My father was a Spanish American War Vet

eran. During the depression President Roosevelt 
cut off Papa's veterans pension. He went to work 
for the WPA for a dollar a day. We had gravy, mo
lasses and cornbread for breakfast. Gasoline was 
19 cents a gallon. There was a record out with 
words that went "5 cent cotton and 40 cent meat, 
how can a poor man eat".

In 1930 we moved to Huntsville and rented a 
house from Shelby Drake's father at the foot of
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Russell Hill. We moved our furniture by 
truck from Elon, which is just a few miles 
past Ditto Landing. My brother-in-law, Roy 
Craig, and I moved our cottonseed, which 
was stored in fruit jars, by wagon. I was 
11 years old.

On the way to our new home, we 
stopped in front of Montgomery Wards and 
I went in to buy candy. The police made 
Roy move the wagon. When I came back 
out I couldn't find the wagon, I was lost 
and didn't know which way to go. I went 
down toward the depot but I knew that 
was wrong. Then I started down Athens 
Pike and my father found me and picked 
me up.

I was in the fifth grade at West Hunts
ville. The first seven months of school 
at West Huntsville was free and last two 
months of school cost $4.00 per month. 
Papa wouldn't pay the $8.00 dollars for 
me. So I had to go back into the fifth 
grade the next year.

Mr. A. S. Hodges was the principal at 
West Huntsville. My teachers were Mrs. 
Paul Lawler and Mrs. Heinz. Mr. Arnold 
was also a teacher and he had only one 
arm. Then when I was in the ninth grade 
we moved to Pulaski Pike. There were only 
one other boy, Alvin Matthews and seven 
girls in my grade. A. S. Chambers was the 
principal, Mrs. Charles was the teacher 
and Mrs. Darnell had home hall.

We had to go to Riverton for 10th, 11th 
and 12th grades. The bus, which took us 
to Riverton, was in bad shape and some
times we had to get out and push the bus 
up a hill on Winchester Road. Mr. Thomp
son was the principal at Riverton. Mr. Mont-

NMIMKWOUltomUH

132 Jetplex Lone '
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 774-3600

gomery was the agriculture teacher and Mr. Orr was our bas
ketball coach. Then we moved again to Dallas Village and I 
finished school at Rison in 1938. Mr. Cecil Fain was the prin
cipal at Rison. Mrs. Fain, Miss Womack, Miss Monroe, Mrs. 
Smithy were the teachers. Houston Goodson was our bas
ketball coach and Mr. Richardson was our football coach.

My English teacher, Miss Monroe was always bragging 
on Mary Polk for being such a good speller. Several of us 
entered the spelling contest at Rison. The last two standing 
were Earl Walker (who became a dentist) and myself.

Available Now!
The most beautiful Geraniums you’ll 
find are ready to plant - choose your 

perfect color!

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

MOOREHEAD TAX 
SERVICE

& BOOKKEEPING
The Moorehead family has owned & oper

ated Income tax preparation and bookkeep
ing services in this location since 1962.

Call for an appointment to have your 2007 
Income taxes prepared. Bring this ad in when 
you have your taxes prepared and receive a 
$10 discount.

Come in and talk with us about monthly 
accounts, weekly payrolls, and quarterly 
reporting. We can assist you with all your 
business needs.

3912 Bob Wallace SW 
Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

256-536-4515



Mrs. Nicholson was giving the words and 
she gave "Bizarre" first to Earl. Earl Started 
off with "BA" and Mrs. Nicholson stopped 
him and gave him the definition. He spelled 
it "BAZAAR". Then I spelled it correctly and 
won the spelling bee and the prize. Dallas 
Mills donated the prize of $3.00.

The Kiwanis Club sponsored a supper 
and a spelling contest at the Russell Erskine 
Hotel, which I also entered. There were so 
many knives and folks at the dinner table

Real Estate Bargains from 1907
$5,500 Two story, 7 room brick residence on 

Randolph Street, large lot.
$4,100 T\vo story 8-room brick residence on Randoph 

Street, lot 106 x 200 feet.
$2,750 Buys 4-room tenant house on Adams Av

enue with large lot and 3-4 room tenant house in rear.
$2,600 Buys a nice 5-room cottage on East Holmes 

Street -hot and cold running water.
$2,300 One two story, 7-room house on Maiden Lane.

that I had no idea what to use. I was use to 
having only one folk, one spoon and my 
hand to eat with at home. I looked at the 
person next to me and I don't think he knew 
any more than I did.

I was the first one to spell at this con
test. The word was "SWIMMING". I spelled 
it "SWIMING". That happened 70 years ago 
and it still ticks me off that I missed that 
easy word. I had studied real hard using 
the dictionary and the "Old Blue Back" that 
Mama had used to study in 1900.1 spelled 
all the other words after that (to myself) cor
rectly. Katie Louise Chambers of Riverton 
won the contest.

Here are a couple of other memories that 
might interest folks. Our mailman was Joe

Large lot.

Pruitt Sammy Pruitt
Ph. 256-990-0058

One Time Cuttings & Scheduled 
Services Available

Cutting, Edging, Blowing, Shrub 
Trimming, Debris Cleanup, 

Pressure Washing

smail: emtspruitt@aol.com

Residential and Commercial

References Available

Ask about our fence, deck 
and access ramp pricing

Military, Healthcare Providers, and Public Safety Discounts

Ben Tabor in New Hope. He used 
a horse and buggy to deliver the 
mail. Joe Ben delivered the mail 
one day a year for no pay because 
Madison County required all men 
to give one day's free work each 
year to be able to vote.

Most of the roads in the 
county were gravel and would get 
ruts really bad. We used a scoop 
pulled by two mules to scoop out 
a creek to get gravel. Then we'd 
put the gravel on a wagon that had 
eight round logs in the bottom. 
When you turned the logs, the 
gravel would fall onto the roads 
and fill in the ruts.

Child C(M Side*. Com PtMOnal Saujim BuAiMU OppsiWt^

When your elderly loved one needs assistance 
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home 
Buddies provides the highest quality care for 
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

• Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in 
assisted living facilities

• Experienced elder care workers

“Life is not divided into 
semesters. You don’t get 
summers off and very few 

employers are interested in 
helping you find yourself. Do 

that on your own time.”

Speech to a high school by Bill 
Gates, founder of Microsoft

Transportation to activities, shopping, 
errands, and appointments, helping seniors 
stay active and involved
Household chores and meal preperation 
Convalescent care during recovery from 
surgery or injury 
Day and overnight care
Companionship
You can own a Home Buddies in your 
region! If you want to be a part of 
"The Caring Connection" and touch 
people's lives, Home Buddies is a 
unique business opportunity for you.

(256) 882-1299
email:

homebuddies@comcast.net 
www.homebuddies.com

mailto:emtspruitt@aol.com
mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com
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Gifts That Inspire Romance
lingerie 

Lotions 

Lubricants

...... Massage Oils

< ■ x... Shoes

Bridal 

Dancewear 

Sexy costumes 

Marital Aids 

Novelties 

Intimate Games 

Greeting Cards 

Condoms 

Gift baskets 

Bachelorette 

Novelties

Books and Mag. Vide< 

instructional., 

DVD Rentals 

Herbal Stimulants 

Package Wine 

Package beer

Salvia 

Tobacco 

Water Pipes 

Hookahs 

..and more

Huntsville AND Decatur, AL 
Hsv. 4925 University Dr. 

830<0069
Decatur: 1711 Central Pkwy 

584-0069



'When life wo? simple...

In 1903, this cotton gin near Madison was a popular place as people eagerly waited to 
see how much their cotton would sell for. That same year Dallas Mills employed nearly two 
thousand people and it was announced that a wagon factory was moving to Huntsville. 
Grant Younger caught a 116 pound catfish below Ditto Landing, while nearly 10,000,000 
pounds of cedar used to make pencils were shipped from Paint Rock.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service”
E P OPST 1
I < DISCOUNT

DRUGS J

717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week 

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office 
UPS Shipping

in SM^torir 5ivc SMnt?---------------


