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The
Mill 
Children

It was the children who 

suffered the most. There were 

no child labor laws and many 

families were forced to put 

their children to work in order 

to survive.

Mill owners actively encour

aged the use of children as a 

“prime source of labor” and 

Huntsville newspapers praised 

the mills for teaching the 

children “work ethics.”

In Alabama, almost one out 

of every four mill workers was 

a child.
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The Mill 
Children

The news spread quickly 
throughout Dallas Village. Like 
a brushfire caught in cyclonic 
winds, the story passed from 
person to person, building on 
its own momentum and stirring 
emotions of anger and frustra
tion that had been repressed for 
years.

Another young girl, Susie 
Priest, a ten year old mill 
worker, had been brutally raped. 
Crimes of this nature had be
come almost commonplace in 
the village but were usually ig
nored by most of Huntsville’s 
citizens. Dallas Village was out
side the Huntsville Police juris
diction and the sheriff, who de
pended on the mill owners for 
political support, rarely ven
tured onto their turf.

The mill owners preferred it 
this way as it allowed for more 
control of the workers.

Anger among the mill 
workers had been building for 
months. Most of them were ex
sharecroppers who had fled the 
fields in search of a better life, 
lured by the promises of the mill 
owners in search of cheap labor.

The Utopian life that had been 

guaranteed to the workers never 
materialized. Wages of 68 cents a 
day in 1892 for an able bodied 
male worker were reduced by 
1900 to a mere 34 cents per day.

Even the homes that had been 
assured the workers seemed 
more like a fantasy than a reality. 
Dallas Mills had begun building a 
few “mill homes” in early 1900, 
but these were quickly claimed by 
the blue-coated foremen. The rest 
of the workers were forced to live 
in makeshift shanty towns, often 
with nothing but a piece of 
canvas to protect them from the 
weather.

The worst thing for the village 
residents, however, was the feel
ing of having become second class 
citizens. Families who for genera
tions had been raised to be inde
pendent now found themselves 
reduced to being referred to as 
“lintheads.”

From the groceries bought at 
the company store, to the fire
wood burned in the kitchen 
stove, to the mill whistle that 
sounded the wake up call at 4:00 
in the morning, every aspect of 
life in the village was controlled 
by the mill owners.

But, however harsh the con
ditions, it was the children who 
suffered the most. There were no 
child labor laws and many fami
lies were forced to put their chil
dren to work in order to survive. 
Making an average of ten cents a
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day, children would report to Dal
las Mills at 5:45 in the morning 
where they would labor until 6 
that evening.

Mill owners actively encour
aged the use of children as a 
“prime source of labor” and 
Huntsville newspapers praised 
the mills for teaching the kids 
“work ethics.”

In Alabama, almost one out 
of every four mill workers was a 
child.

A social activist of the time, 
Mrs. John Van Vorst, visited many 
of the mills and found conditions 
so appalling as to defy belief. One 
child, who was “going on twelve,” 
had worked at a mill for almost 
four years. He had never attended 
school but worked a twelve-hour 
shift, six days a week.

Another child, working as a 
sweeper for ten cents a day, was 
only eight years old. He had 
been working at the mill for al
most two years. Whatever ma
ternal instincts the parents had 
were often suppressed by the 
overpowering need to simply 
survive.

On July 23, 1900, two sis
ters, Nellie and Susie Priest, 10 
and 12 years old respectively, 
were on their way home for 
lunch break from Dallas Mills. As 
was their habit, they cut across 
the corner of a nearby field in or
der to save a few steps. Though 
they noticed a stranger loitering 
nearby, he was the last thing on 

their minds. They had been work
ing since 6:00 that morning and 
all they wanted to do was to eat 
lunch and rest for a few minutes 
before returning to the mill.

The man approached them, as 
if asking for directions, when sud
denly he knocked Susie to the 
ground and grabbed Nellie by the 
throat. Screaming and fighting, 
Nellie managed to break loose, 
only to see the assailant turn his 
attention to Susie, who was lying 
helplessly on the ground.

Terrified, Nellie ran back to 
the mill for help.

Several men, enjoying a last 
smoke before returning to work, 
met her and after a brief ques
tioning, gathered a group of 
other men to go with them in 
pursuit of the attacker.

The men found Susie Priest 
lying on the ground, curled in a 
fetal position, crying hysterically 
and with a trickle of blood run
ning down her chin where she 
had been beaten. Her clothes 
had been brutally torn from her 
body and the ground bore evi
dence of the struggle that had 
taken place.

A brief round of questions 
established the assailant’s name, 
Elijah Clark, a man twenty years 
old and employed part time as a 
teamster for a local freight com
pany. Within minutes, more men 
had gathered at the scene. As they 
learned what had taken place, 
their frustrations began pouring
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out.
“It ain’t right,” one man said. 

“They treat us like slaves, work 
us like dogs, and even our chil
dren ain’t safe.”

“If they would pay decent 
wages,” another man cried, “our 
children wouldn’t have to work 
and this would never have hap
pened.”

Suddenly the spell was broken 
by two mill foremen who pushed 
their way through the crowd. 
“Back to work,” they ordered. 
“Anyone not going back to work 
will be docked for the whole day.”

One of the men protested, say
ing that he was going to look for 
the assailant, “and the mill be 
damned.” He was fired on the 
spot.

Silently, the other men 
reluctantly returned to the mill. 
Regardless of how badly they 
were treated, the men could ill 
afford to lose their jobs.

Though work resumed after 
lunch, there was a strong un
dercurrent of resentment growing 
among the workers. News of the 
rape was the topic of every 
conversation.

After digesting what was al
ready known, people’s anger in
variably turned toward the mill 
owners for their callous policy of 
child labor.

Less than an hour later, with

“I stand by all the 
misstatements.”

Dan Quayle, as VP candidate 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the 
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

excitement already at a fever 
pitch, a ten year-old boy employed 
as a lamp filler was involved in 
an accident. A heavy piece of 
machinery had fallen and 
crushed one of his legs.

Again, the foremen were on the 
scene immediately, ordering 
people back to work.

As the workers watched the 
mangled boy being carried from 
the plant, the anger that had 
been building all day finally ex
ploded. When one of the fore
men grabbed a worker by the 
collar and ordered him back to 
work, the worker responded by 
knocking him to the floor.

Within minutes over 1,000 
employees of Dallas Mills 
walked out, effectively shutting 
the mill down. News of the shut
down spread.

As the stockholders heard the 
news, they began calling the mill 
demanding that something be 
done. The mill manager in turn 
called the sheriff demanding the 
culprit who raped the young 
Priest girl be apprehended, “and 
fast.”

Undoubtedly, the manager 
was hoping that with a quick 
arrest, things would return to 
normal.

Early the next morning, 
word spread around Huntsville 
that Elijah Clark had been ar
rested and was lodged in the jail. 
He had readily confessed to the 
rape of the young girl, though he 
was not sure what everyone was 
upset about. “After all,” he said, 
“it was just a poor little mill girl.”
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As was hoped by the mill own
ers, most of the employees re
turned to work. At first it seemed 
as if the affair was over. Though 
disgruntled, the employees went 
about their jobs. As the morning 
wore on however, people began 
remembering another case that 
had recently been tried in the 
courts.

Albert Thompson, a twenty- 
nine-year old cavalryman sta
tioned in Huntsville, had raped 
a mill woman and was sen
tenced to only a few years in the 
penitentiary. That very day, the 
same judge had also sentenced 
a Negro to six years for “curs
ing’ in the presence of women.

In their minds the mill work
ers probably saw Elijah Clark 
receiving the same sentence - a 
mere slap on the wrist, in their 
opinion.

Someone, no one is sure 
who, angrily declared that Clark 
should be lynched. With the un
spoken words finally out in the 
open, it gave the workers a di
rection in which to vent their 
anger and frustrations. A mob 
began making its way toward the 
jail. Men, young boys, and in 
some cases even women, were 

armed with shotguns, rifles and 
pistols. At every street corner the 
mob increased in size and anger 
as word spread.

Wives who had been prepar
ing supper for their families, left 
the food sitting on the tables and 
joined the mob. Storekeepers, 
mechanics and lawyers all aban
doned their businesses and joined 
the Dallas Mill workers.

Within the hour the jail was 
completely surrounded by a 
mob of almost two thousand 
people demanding that Elijah 
Clark be handed over to them.

Sheriff Fulgham had received 
word of the mob’s intentions 
and had hastily deputized six 
men to help guard the jail. 
Though armed with repeating 
Winchester rifles, the deputies’ 
bravado quickly disappeared 
when faced with the relentless 
and bloodthirsty mob.

Deciding to save their own 
skins, most of the deputies beat a 
hasty exit out the back door.

The sheriff, however, resolved 
to face the mob. Though in
wardly sympathizing with them, 
he was nevertheless sworn to up
hold the law.

When one of the mob de-

•Primo
GRILLS AND SMOKERS

Southern Home & Hearth 
proudly offers the

Primo Grills and Smokers

Grill, rotisserie, smoke, bake, or 
stew. Virtually anything you can cook 

you can cook on a Primo grill. Because 
of the unique, heat-retentive properties 

ot the ceramic, true “low and slow* 
barbecues, requiring cooking times up 
to 20 hours at temperatures as low as 
200 degrees, are easily accomplished 

with the Primo.

HOME 0 HEARTH, INC.
Since 1981

2611 University Drive
Huntsville Al. 35816
534-1715-534-8199

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving

Experience - Efficiency - Integrity
*

*

★

*

*

*

★

★

Office Relocation
Records Storage 
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates
Owner on Every Job 
Commercial & Residential 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
All Types
Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 
Antiques & Pianos 
Load & Unload

IMasterCardi

BBB
MEMBER 

Nnrth Alabama

539-5322

Licensed & insurer
All Types of 
Moving Job

,j Hall Brothers 
f| Moving

rwi
[g____ ■ I

> 14
hi

||
sjj

I/Ve Still Believe In Customer Service!



Old Huntsville Page 8

manded the keys, Fulgham de
clared they would “have to walk 
over my dead body first.”

Angrily, the mob surged for
ward. Several of the men, armed 
with a large piece of timber from 
a nearby construction site, began 
battering the front door.

As the door gave way the mob 
was met by the sheriff and the few 
remaining deputies, who immedi
ately opened fire. Will Vining, an 
electric light worker, fell to the 
ground, wounded by almost two 
hundred pellets of buck shot. The 
crowd hastily retreated, but only 
for a few moments.

Cheered on by thousands of 
Huntsville’s citizens, the mob 
next procured several sticks of 
dynamite, which they placed by 
the jail. Again they asked for the 
sheriff to surrender and again 
he refused.

At this point Milton Humes 
and Daniel Coleman, two re
spected Huntsville business
men, mounted a nearby buggy 
and began an impassioned 
speech, imploring the mob to 
return home.

Their efforts were met by 
loud jeers and a torrent of rocks.

The dynamite placed next to 
the jail had failed to explode, 
and one of the mob, after check
ing the fuse, relit it and threw it 
inside the jail. The explosive 
wrecked most of the downstairs, 
but fortunately the sheriff and 
his prisoner had retreated to the 
second floor.

Sheriff Fulgham, realizing the 
seriousness of the situation, told 
the few remaining deputies they
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could leave if they wanted to. Both 
of the deputies left by jumping out 
a back window. They then joined 
the mob besieging the jail.

Next the mob decided to try to 
smoke the sheriff out. A barrel of 
oil, a large amount of sulphur and 
several bushels of chicken feath
ers were placed on the ground 
floor of the jail and lit. Moments 
later the jail was engulfed in a bil
lowing cloud of nauseating smoke. 
The fumes were so bad that even 
the mob beat a hasty retreat.

Chief of Police D. D. Overton, 
who had been standing by and 
watching the crowd for some time, 
now asked to be allowed to enter 
the jail and try to talk the sheriff 
into surrendering.

After convincing Fulgham of
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the helplessness of his situation, 
Overton assisted the sheriff out of 
the jail where he was placed in the 
care of a doctor, who treated him 
for smoke inhalation.

With the sheriff out of the way, 
the mob surged to the second 
floor where Clark was lodged in a 
cell. Fulgham had wisely thrown 
away the keys and the mob was 
forced to use hammer and chisel 
to break into the cell.

The men went to work with a 
vengeance, interrupted only by a 
steady flow of sightseers filing 
through the jail. During this whole 
time, Clark sat in a corner of the 
jail softly moaning about the fate 
he was about to meet.

Finally the prisoner was 
taken into custody by the mob, 
and as they prepared to leave 
the jail one of its members 
mounted the jail steps and 
shouted:

“Now gentlemen, you must 
put up your guns. We are going 
to hang this man and if no one 
interferes, no one will be hurt.”

Guarded by twenty armed 
men, Clark was escorted to the
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home of Susie Priest, who readily 
identified him. By this time the 
crowd had grown to almost 2,000 
people.

At this point Clark, frozen with 
terror, lost control of his legs and 
had to be carried. When he made 
an effort to escape, a rope was 
placed around his neck and he 
was half dragged the short 
distance to Moores Grove.

Waiting at the Grove was 
another crowd of approximately 
4,000 people. This made a total 
of almost most 6,000 people 
taking part in the mob action.

The only pause in the affair 
came when they called for Will 
Priest, an elder brother of Susie, 
to throw the rope over a limb 
of the tree. After asking if Clark 
had any last words to say, Priest 
slapped the horse on its side, 
leaving the accused hanging by 
the neck.
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At first the crowd was silent, 
awed by the experience of watch
ing a life being taken. For a full 
ten minutes, they simply stood 
and stared.

Suddenly, as if hanging itself 
was not enough, the young 
Priest grabbed a gun and began 
firing at the dead body swinging 
softly in the breeze. This served 
as a signal for others in the 
mob. who immediately began 
firing their guns also.

A witness later reported that 
over 150 shots were fired at 
Clark’s body within a matter of 
minutes.

The mob slowly broke up 
and began returning to their 
homes. The only excitement left 
was when an occasional young 
boy, egged on by his compan
ions, would dart up to the body 
to cut a piece of fabric from the 
dead man’s clothing as a souve
nir.

Dallas Mills opened the next 
morning, right on time. The work
ers, though still embittered, real
ized nothing else could be done, 
so the men, women and children 
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wearily returned to work.
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the mill quickly took steps to re
gain control over the workers. The 
ringleaders of the mob, as well as 
anyone else who had voiced a 
complaint, were fired.

Susie Priest, along with her 
sister, brother and parents, were 
also fired.
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In an attempt to pacify city of
ficials who blamed the mill for the 
destruction, the mill owners of
fered to pay for the rebuilding of 
the jail.

Needless to say, no one was 
ever tried for the lynching. Though 
there were over 6,000 people at 
the scene, the official explanation 
given was “no witnesses.”
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Child labor, which had 
helped to spark the incident, 
was proclaimed to be nonexist
ent at the mill. One owner actu
ally explained away the diminu
tive size of some of his employ
ees by calling them, “mountain 
dwarfs.”

In 1924 an exhibition of pho
tographs taken by Lewis Hines 
was held in Huntsville. Hines had 
toured America taking photo
graphs of children forced to work 
in subhuman and appalling con
ditions.

The photographs, in their 
stark black and white reality, por
trayed the brutal and callous 
treatment of young children en
slaved by the cultural revolution.

The event was well received by 
Huntsville’s elite, with many 
people commenting on the cruelty 
of a system that would allow such 
a thing to happen.

The irony was that many of 
the captions had been removed 
from the bottom of the photo
graphs to spare the feelings of the 
local business community.

Many of the photographs had 
been taken in Huntsville, 
Alabama - inside the very mills 
they owned.
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1895 News from 

Huntsville Newspapers
* Judge W.B. McClure was badly hurt Saturday 

night by being thrown from his buggy while returning 
home. His son James was thrown out, and the judge 
became entangled in trying to jump and was caught 
in the running gear. He was badly bruised and hurt 
and has been confined to his home ever since. We 
trust the judge will soon be out again.

* Mr. T. A. Nixon, at Albertville, was suffering 
very much one day last week and in order to secure 
relief he injected strychnine in his arm, thinking he 
was using morphine. He died in three hours. His 
wife is in the habit of using morphine sometimes, 
and she took a dose of the strychnine too, but it 
happened to be a small one, and she was not consid
ered to be in immediate danger.

* The bucket factory at Gurley operated by the 
Nininger-Craver Co. is now running up to its full capac
ity. The present output is seventy dozen cedar water buck
ets, thirty-five dozen well buckets, fifty dozen lynn and 
candy buckets and eighteen dozen churns. The propri
etors have in contemplation the manufacture of other 
grades of woodenware, and they may also add wash
boards to the list. The company is represented by agents 
in most of the larger northern cities thereby insuring 
continous orders.

s European!
964 Airport Road • 880 9920

Clayton Marcus 
Best Chair 

Hickory Hill 
Jamison Bedding

2130 Meridian St. N
Huntsville, AL 35811

Phone: 534-4949

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9-6

Sat. 9-5

Look younger 
than your daughter!

NutriMinC' RE9
Skin Care System Used Daily 

The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skin!

Call today for a free sample 256 233-3440

Qfta/ity, ^rcfflenf (^ferviee ARBONNE
INTERNATIONAL
I n d e.pendent Cons«.i Iran r

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE
rO'-TMu-ATED ' . SA TZE5.A ,D . MADE . T-E „SA 
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efore
the
Rockets

By Jerry Devers

Daddy was a cotton man. 
His daddy had been a cotton 
man before him, and his daddy 
before him. Cotton was all he 
knew. Mama said our family 
owned land once, back before 
the Civil War, but lost it to back 
taxes. If the story is true or not, 
I never knew.

I was four years old the first 
time I remember us moving in 
1941. We were sharecroppers, 
working on quarters, on Mr. 
Higgins place, where the arse
nal is now located. Working on 
quarters meant the land owner 
supplied everything, but for the 
labor and sweat, and we took a 
quarter of the profit. The gov
ernment took the land we were 
farming to build a chemical 
plant. Daddy had twenty acres 
of cotton planted and the gov
ernment paid Mr. Higgins for it 
as he was the land owner. Mr. 
Higgins gave us 30 days to move.

We moved to some bottom 
land down next to the river that 
was owned by Mr. Lenox. The 
house we moved into was a 
shotgun house; a house consist
ing of two rooms with a “dog
trot” (breezeway) separating the

rooms. We didn’t have much fur
niture to move, just a table with 
a few chairs, a bed and a clock 
that had belonged to Mama’s 
mother. What few clothes we had 
could fit into one box.

The land we moved onto had 
not been farmed for several 
years because most of the men 
were off at war and it was over
grown with brush. We spent the 
rest of that fall and winter clear
ing the land getting it ready for 
spring planting. Mr. Lenox gave 
Daddy a handwritten note to 
show to the owner of a store 
nearby so we could purchase 
food that winter. I think we were 
limited to ten dollars a month,
and had to pay it back when the 
cotton came in. At about the 
same time Daddy purchased a 
pair of mules, on credit, so we 
could farm on halves. We were 
really moving up in the world,

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

we thought.
Daddy was in his element 

when the cotton was growing. 
For poor people, the only tan
gible results of a hard day’s 
work were sore muscles, and 
Daddy was sore all the time. He 
seemed to carry his aches and 
pains as a badge of honor. Dur
ing cotton season the house al
ways smelled like liniment from 
Mama rubbing his sore back.

I’ve often wondered if Daddy 
and Mama really loved one an
other. If they did, they never 
showed it. Mama was only fif
teen when she married and 
Daddy was twenty-nine. He had 
been married before but his wife
died. Mama was her first cousin. 
Mama came from a family that 
was dirt poor and had nine chil
dren so I suspect her marriage 
was mostly just a way to get out 
of the house.

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

883-0187
4800 Whitesburg Drive 

533-7599
800 iioimes Ave. Five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

t/e, 
c/icfcw is

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!

22i^ioime^v^53^63^« Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!
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We stayed on that land for 
about seven or eight years and 
although we never made any 
money, we always broke even. 
The land butted up next to the 
Arsenal and when they started 
testing rocket motors there in 
the early 1950s we could often 
hear them while working in the 
fields. Daddy used to call it 
“rocket thunder” and said it 
“wasn’t natural to have all that 
thunder with no rain.” He said 
it was going to “mess the 
weather up.”

His words proved strangely 
prophetic when a drought de
stroyed the cotton crop the fol
lowing year. Daddy had to sell 
his mules and we moved onto 
Mr. Jones place, working on 
quarters again. The house was 
in the middle of a cotton field, 
with no yard or garden. Mr. 
Jones would not allow any of 
his tenants to have a garden be
cause it took up land where cot-

Need Someone 
to talk to 

your Club?

Long time Huntsville native 
and regular writer for Old Hunts
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad 
to speak before your group about 
Huntsville, the way it used to be. 
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded 
speaker whose talks about 
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed 
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

ton could be growing.
That was the first house we 

ever lived in that had electricity. 
It had a single bulb hanging from 
the ceiling of the kitchen.

The next few years were 
hard. Daddy went to town to try 
to get “government assistance” 
but was turned down because 
he was a sharecropper, and tech
nically employed. Mamma used 
to make quilts from old rags 
and she had Daddy put her up 
a clothesline out next to the 
road. Almost every day, if we 
weren’t in the fields, we used to 
sit out next to the road hoping 
to sell one to the Arsenal work
ers. Those quilts were our only 
source of income for a long 
time.

In 1954, Mamma developed 
cancer. The doctors said there 
was nothing to be done but she 
had Daddy borrow a truck to 
take her to Nashville where a 
preacher was having a healing 
revival. She died soon after
wards and then there was just 
Daddy and me.

Brookshire Health Care 
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane 
Huntsville AL 35805 

(256) 837 1730 
Fax (256) 430 3287

Committed to Compassion 
Striving for Excellence 

Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:
Physicians, Nurses. Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist, 
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from vou.

Huntsville's Newest & Most 
Modern Facility

- *

2305‘Tfte^.

536-9197

PeteonoL Pnofaeiottol ieivice

Scujum M (^emeteriiee 

eM & kmA fetdcciee

Pono-iiMy fixe-need

..........—
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Daddy never talked. In all of my memo
ries I can never remember a conversation 
we had. Mostly it was just “hand me that,” 
“time to get up,” or “go get some more fire
wood.” After Mama died he grew even more 
silent.

That same year I got a part-time job at 
a grocery store but it didn’t last long. When 
Mr. Jones learned I had a job he told 
Daddy that he had hired the whole family, 
and if we weren’t going to live up to our 
bargain, then he wasn’t either. I was back 
in the cotton field the same week.

Huntsville had three distinct classes 
of people at that time. There was “us,” 
“them” and the Arsenal people. “Us” were 
the poor people and “them” were the people 
who owned the land and businesses. The 
Arsenal people were mostly outsiders who 
had little to do with any of us. Even when 
we went to school we never really mixed.

Schoolbooks had to be purchased back 
then and many families could not afford 
them. There used to be a business in town 
that seemed to have a monopoly on them; 
that was the only place you could buy 
them. People would trade their old books 
in and if they were in bad condition the 
store would throw them out. Many fami
lies, us included, would go to the store at 
night and rummage through the trash for 
text books. When the store realized what 
we were doing they started burning the 
books.

I dropped out of school when I was 
fourteen. We couldn’t really afford me go
ing to school and Daddy needed me to 
help in the fields. We moved several times 
in the next few years, with each place seem
ing to be worse than the last. Most cotton 
growers were using tractors and cotton- 
pickers by then and sharecroppers were 
left with the acreage that was barely prof
itable even in the best times.

I received my induction notice for the 
Army in 1955 and Daddy borrowed a car 
to drive me to the bus station. He didn’t 
say much, he just gave me five dollars 
and when I looked out the bus window he 
was gone.

I was stationed in Italy when I received 
notice of my father’s death. I learned later 
that they found him lying at the edge of a 
cotton field, with a hoe in his hand. There 
wasn’t enough time for me to go home for 
the funeral, and afterwards there was no

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 
Customers in the World!

Behind the Red Caboose on 
Church Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV

Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio 

Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Fun Foods prepared 
by our own chef. 

Including:

Steak Philly
Catfish Fillet 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias
Chicken Philly
Classic Club
Filet Mignon

Live music on

Pork Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms
Jalapeno Poppers
Chicken Fries
Corn Nuggets
Fried Squash
Sauteed Shrimp
Fried Green Tomatoes
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Battered French Fries

the "Depot Patio"

Featuring Live Music 
On The Patio

o
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reason.
While in service I finished 

my education, got married and 
had three children. When I re
tired I went to work for an aero
space contractor in Denver, 
Colorado and in 1992 was 
transferred to Huntsville to 
work on a missile project.

We used to go on picnics on 
Monte Sano and sometimes, if 
the sky was clear, I could see 
where I used to pick cotton and 
where my mother used to sit by 
the road selling her homemade 
quilts.

But the fields have been re
placed by subdivisions now and 
the road is now a modern four- 
lane highway.

My grand children some
times ask me what it was like 
to grow up in Huntsville during 
the beginning of the space pro
gram.

I tell them it was different, a 
lot different, than what they read 
in history books.

Lily Flagg 
Sold

Sept 20,1893
Huntsville’s Jersey Queen, 

Lily Flagg, who was given the 
cup last year for her butter 
record of 1,047 pounds In one 
year, has been sold for 
$1,250.00 to Mr. Hood of 
Sasperilla fame.

We are informed that when in 
the zenith of her butter fame an 
offer was made of $3000 for the 
pride of Madison County Jerseys, 
but was refused.

“If the professor on 
Gilligan’s Island could 
make a radio out of a 

coconut, why couldn’t he 
fix a hole in the boat?”

Jack Jones, Decatur

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. ~|

RGNGENERAL CONTRACTORS
General Contractors 

Residential & Commercial 
Specializing In

Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust"

533-9016
Woody 

tlnd^rson 
Ford

On thp corner of 
Jordan Lang & 

Sparkman ©rivp

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
Wv?v?.v?oodyand^rsoDford.eom

No, we haven't used 
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH
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The Golden K Kiwanis
Supporting “Reading is Fundamental”

Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

GOLDEN K
•oM Onto. Box «4I • HuntwilH Aabanta 356, S

This Memorial Day, take time to thank a 
member of the armed services.

It's The Soldier

When the country has been in need, it has always been the soldier! 
It's the soldier, not the newspaper, which has given us the freedom 

of the press.
It's the soldier, not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech.
It's the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has given the 

freedom to demonstrate.
It's the soldier, who salutes the flag, and serves under the flag.
It's the soldier whose coffin is draped with the flag, who allows the 

protester to burn the flag.
Yes, it's always the soldier who is called upon to defend our way of 

life.

Unknown

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

David Baker - Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Martin Burke 
Winston DeShields - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes 

Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Steve Harris - Jesse Hopkins - Bill Ivy 
Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern 

Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqual Rico 
Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan 

Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Ray Weinberg - Jim White - James Winning
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman
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The Hanging 
of Mills Jenkins

by Evelyn Hayden Hodge

Mills Jenkins was born 13 
January, 1805 in Bertie County, 
North Carolina. He came with 
his parents, brothers, and sis
ter to Madison County in the 
early 1800s and settled in what 
is now known as Big Cove. 
Mills Jenkins grew up to be a 
respected citizen and a prosper
ous farmer.

During the Civil War, cotton 
was such a necessary commod
ity that buyers paid for it in gold. 
Also during the war there was a 
group of men in Madison 
County known as scalawags, 
who had pledged allegiance to 
the Union only so they could 
prey on their neighbors. They 
would hang around the cotton 
market and make mental notes 
of who sold cotton that day. 
Then that night they would call 
on them and rob them of their 
money.

Mills Jenkins took a wagon 
load of cotton to Huntsville to 
sell, and he too was paid in 
gold. He had heard about the 
scalawags and how they took 
people’s money, so he was deter
mined that they would not get his.

After he arrived home that 
afternoon, he took his daughter 
with him out to the pasture gate. 
There he lifted a piece of tim
ber, which he had buried be
tween the gateposts. He put his 
gold coins in the trench and re
placed the timber on top of 
them. He told his daughter that if 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

anything should happen to him 
she would know where the money 
was.

Just as he had suspected, 
along in the night, he heard 
“Hello, Hello.” Mills pulled on 
his clothes and went outside. 
There they were - masked and 
on horseback. They told him 
they wanted his gold. He told 
them that he wasn’t going to give 
it to them. They insisted, and 
he still refused. They threatened 
him, but he stood firm.

When the scalawags realized 
Jenkins was not going to talk they
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took him out to the pasture 
through the very gate where he 
had hidden his gold. There, after 
trying again to make him talk, they 
hanged him from a tree. When 
they thought he was dead, they cut 
him down and left him lying on 
the ground.

Sometime later, the dew and 
the cool night air helped to re
vive him. After he regained 
consciousness and made it back 
to the house he told his family 
what had happened. Though he 
assured them that he was all 
right, he decided to spend the 
rest of the night under the hay 
in the barn, just in case they 
came back looking for him. He 
later said that he recognized 
some of the men by their voices 
but he never sought revenge.

Mills Jenkins lived another 
twelve years until his death at 
age 70. His hanging was just 
another cruel incident in a war 
where neighbors fought 
neighbors.

1917
Want Ads

- For sale - Or will trade for 
Ford Touring Car, Rebuilt car 
with racing body, two seats, 40 
gallon gas tank, new tires all 
around, four extra tires. Engine 
in perfect A-1 condition.

- For Rent - two furnished 
rooms for light housekeeping. 
Mrs. S. R. Metcalfe, Phone 131

- Bargain - 4 room house in 
good condition; $500 or will 
trade for livestock. 80 acres of 
land $800.

Medicare Supplement
Available on Disability 

or Age 65 and up. 
$0-160 monthly

For More Information

(256) 859-7477
» or Toll Free (Alabama Only)

1-866-709-4908
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A $25 Wife
from 1902 newspaper

John Kendall of Madi
son County was arrested 
yesterday on the charges of 
selling his wife to Lem 
Nobles for the sum of 25 
dollars.

Apparently all con
cerned parties were happy 
with the transaction until 
Nobles was informed that 
he was also the owner of 
six children, whereas he 
promptly complained of 
fraud to the Sheriff.

Both men are currently 
residents of the jail and are 
expected to stand trial 
soon. Mrs. Kendall, and 
her six children, are now 
residing at the home of Lem 
Nobles.
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Upscale Sports Ba
Hiker Friendly

Great Food
Full Kitchen

Poolm w & oixf
I

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

J

Alpha Estate g---&Appraisals
Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

you of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On 

The Street
by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Karey 
Cagle, who was the first caller 
with a correct guess for last 
month’s Photo of the Month. Her 
guess was that it was Jackie 
Reed, and she was correct! 
Karey is a crossing guard at the 
corner of Drake and Cerro Vista 
and says that she watches Jackie 
during the televised City council 
meetings.

Grandma Lori Lougheed is 
sure proud of her new grand 
daughter Addaline McKenzie 
Staplers. Happy mom and dad 
are Emily Staplers and 
Jonathon Hollis.

You won't want to miss 
Floyd Hardin’s annual commu
nity picnic, starting at 11 a.m. 
on Monday, May 7. It’ll take place 
at the corner of Andrew Jack- 
son Way and Stevens Avenue, 
near 5 Points and there’ll be 
chicken, catfish, corn and 
lemonade, along with dessert. 
Best thing is - it’s FREE!

We talked with Danny Proc
tor recently at Blackwater 
Hatties. He works as a carpen
ter and also a chef, and lives 
with his grandmother Thelma 
Ballew.

the very best communities...
Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Hampton Falls Apartment Community

Sandra Steele
President

Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence 
Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River 

The Bridges on the River

Sc
/^Che ultimate community...

MCMULLEN 
^|pbvE

ENFINGER 
STEELE 

development

enfmgersteele.com

Happy Birthday to Martin 
Burke who recently celebrated 
his birthday with sweet wife 
Eddress at Redstone Village Re
tirement home, when they cur
rently are residents. Their neigh
bors Chuck & Annelie Owens 
say they wish him at least 
another 10 more!

Ben Matthews, the owner of 
Madison Chapel Funeral Home 
in Madison, has sure led an ex
citing life so far, for such a young 
guy. He has volunteered to help 
in such places as Phuket, and 
worked side by side with people 
in NYC during 911. We’re sure 
proud of him.

Mark C. Smith was a tal
ented business man and philan
thropist who did an amazing 
amount of good for Huntsville. 
It was with sorrow that we 
learned he had died recently, and 
we send our condolences to his 
wife Linda, daughter Cynthia 
McKernan, son Clay Smith 
and all their many friends and 
family.

It was great talking with 
Connie Boyer at Tropical Cafe 
Smoothie on 72, near UAH. I had 
to stop in to get my Ghirardelli 
Coffee fix! A special hello to her 
handsome dad, Bob Boyer, who 
lives in North Carolina.

Buddy Chapman is still look
ing good - we saw him out recently 
and caught up with him.

Robert Martin’s mother, Nell 
Campbell Martin, knew Ann 
Clopton socially years ago. Ann 
was the lady who painted on cob
webs, and several of them are 
on display at Burritt Museum.

Someone else we saw recently 
was J. L. Troupe of Troupe En
gineering. What an interesting 
guy!

A big Happy Birthday to our 
favorite cousin. Ann Hill. We still 
don’t believe she is only 29 
though.

The Huntsville Division 
Alumni Association made up of 
former Thiokol employees and 
their spouses, recently met at the 
Senior Center for their annual

Photo of The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502 
Hint: This little boy is becom

ing well known for his excellent 
cheeseburgers.

enfmgersteele.com
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breakfast. Some folks we saw 
there were Cecil Stokes, W.T. & 
Sue Powers, Ola Ann & Jim Lee, 
John L. Williams, John Brown, 
and Judy & Jack Godsey. We 
also talked with Carole & Tom 
Bryant, Don Royston, Jake 
Reep & Ernie LaRose. Charlie 
Jones was looking really good, as 
were Chuck & Annelie Owens.

Glenn Watson is sure shak
ing a lot of hands lately. More and 
more folks are talking about his 
upcoming run for County Com
missioner. That is sure going to 
be a race to watch.

Jeanne Herrin is SO proud 
of her son Blake, a sophomore at 
Huntsville High School, who re
cently was named All Metro for 
their Varsity football team.

We saw Bill McClendon at the 
Kaffeeklatsch downtown recently. 
He is a producer at WLRH and 
hosts a 7am morning show each 
Sunday that is very popular. He’s 
also a really nice guy.

According to rumors out of 
Montgomery, it is looking more 
and more like Jim Folsom may 
be the next Governor. That is go
ing to make a lot of people think 
twice about their future plans.

Howard and Jan Camp are 
the sweetest people. According 
to Robert Martin, their good 
friend, Howard is working on a 
new book and Jan is doing 
much better after breaking her 
arm. A special hello from Robert 
to his good friend & lawyer 
Richard Tingle, who has helped 
out many families of soldiers go
ing to Iraq. Richard’s the best.

Many may remember Mary 
Shipp, who worked at Mullins 
Restaurant for years, from 1985- 
1991. She is retired now and her 
daughter Kathy says that she 
Just loves Huntsville and its 
great history.

We send our love to Marga
ret and J.B. Tucker, of New 
Market. They have recently gone 
through some medical problems 
and we wish them a speedy re
covery & lots more fishing trips!

We loved talking with David 
Wheeler, manager of Green Hills 
Grille, recently. He was a great 
chef there for years and has 
moved into management recently

Georgi Hadewood recently 
had a great time celebrating her 
birthday with her good friends 
Shirley Billingsley, Rusty Cook 
and Robert Sutton.

We were so sorry to hear that 
John Hicklin of Scottsboro had 
died at home recently, after a 
fight with cancer. We send our 
deepest sympathy to his wife 
Jane and their family.

We send our love to the family 
of Helen Greene, a graceful, se
rene lady who had lived at 
Redstone Village nearly since it 
opened. Her dear friends were 
so sad to learn of her death.

Louie & Jane Tippett hosted 
friends recently at their Monte 
Sano home. There for a chili
cookoff were Marie Hewitt, Cecil 
Ashburn, Bill Miller, Sr., Darryl 
& Linda Goldman, Johnny 
Johnston, Judy & M.D. Smith, 
Cathey & Tom Carney, along with 
Rene and Debra Fortner & many 
more.

This is a great time to get out 
those comfortable shoes and take 
a walk around Old Town & 
Twickenham. Tthe homes are 
beautiful & interesting and you 
know how good walking is for 
you! It’ll be addicting!

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Ladies 13outiqu&

2336 A 'Whitesburg Drive 
Huntsville AC 2365348613

“If there are no dogs in 
Heaven, then I want to go 

where they went.”

Will Rogers

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER 

DAMAGE 
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163
209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville
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RECIPES

Ijpoccoli Oalad

1 bunch broccoli
1 red onion, chopped
1 1/2 c. shredded cheddar 

cheese
1/2 bottle Hormel Bacon 

Bits (real bacon)
1/2 c. mayonnaise
3 T. red wine vinegar
1/4 c. sugar
1/2 c. pecans
Break broccoli into small 

florets, peel stem and chop into 
small pieces. Place mayonnaise, 
vinegar and sugar into a large 
bowl and mix well. Add broc
coli, onion, cheddar, bacon bits 
and toss well. Serve.

Submitted by Hannah 
Briggs

1/2 head red cabbage, 
chopped

4 green onions, chopped
1/2 c. slivered almonds 

(toasted)
1/2 c. sesame seeds (toasted)
2 pkgs. Ramen Noodles, un

cooked and crumbled
Mix all together in large 

bowl, add almonds, sesame seeds 
and noodles just before serving.

Dressing:
1/2 c. sugar
1 c. vegetable oil
2 t. salt
11. black pepper
6 T. rice vinegar
21. Accent (optional)

Add dressing last, toss & 
serve.

Submitted by Jordan 
Sanders

3/4 stick butter 
1/2 c. brown sugar 
salt & pepper to taste 
garlic powder to taste 
slivered almonds

Cut bacon slices in half. 
Wrap each around a bundle of 
green beans about the size of a 
half dollar and secur with a tooth
pick. Place in a big casserole dish 
(9x13). Make a glaze with butter, 
brown sugar and seasoning. Pour 
over beans. Bake covered at 375 
degrees for 45 minutes. Uncover 
and bake 10-15 minutes more. 
Sprinkle with almonds last 10 
minutes.

Submitted by Kayla Sandt

Spaghetti Pizza

Ramen
Slaw

Salad:
1 head cabbage, chopped

Green Bean Bundles

3 cans whole green beans 
bacon

1 8-oz. pkg. spaghetti noodles
1 egg - beaten
1/4 c. milk
1 lb. mozzarella cheese
1 pkg. pepperoni

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY
NIGHT!
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Kids Eat
Free!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS



1 large Jar spaghetti sauce 
1/2 lb. hamburger meat

Preheat oven to 350 de
grees. Boil spaghetti til tender. 
Brown meat & drain. Put spa
ghetti in large casserole dish, pour 
egg & milk mixture over the 
noodles and add one cup of 
cheese. Bake 7 minutes. Remove 
& pour sauce and meat on top. 
Add rest of cheese and top with 
pepperoni. Bake 35 minutes.

Submitted by Katelyn 
Hurley

Rice Krispies Chicken

4 chicken breasts
2 c. Rice Krispies, crushed
1 stick margarine, melted

Dip chicken in margarine 
and then coat with Rice Krispies. 
Pour remaining Rice Krispies and 
margarine over the chicken. Place 
chicken in an 8 x 8” square bak
ing pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 
one hour. Enjoy!

Submitted by Zachary 
Prentice

Grandma s Lace Cookies

1 c. butter, softened
3 c. brown sugar, packed
1 egg
1/41. salt
11. vanilla or almond extract

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market
Fresh, delicious summer fruits &, veges are here!

Come get your annuals, vegetable plants, ferns - get 
your hands in the dirt!

Mother’s Day flowers and hanging baskets available

(256) 539-9257 Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sun 8-5

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Delicious Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

4 c. quick rolled oats
1 c. pecans, ground fine

With your mixer, blend 
butter and sugar. Add egg, vanilla, 
salt and blend in the oats. Add 
pecans and mix well. Spray a light 
coating of oil on a cookie sheet. 
Drop small balls (use a melon 
bailer) two inches apart and don’t 
overcook. Bake at 325 degrees 
for 8 minutes.

The cookies will spread out & 
get thin, hence the name. Cool 
completely before removing them 
from the cookie sheet.

Submitted by Hannah Troup

Orange Balls

1 stick margarine, melted
1 12-oz. box vanilla wafers, 

crushed
1 6-oz. orange juice, frozen
1 lb. powdered sugar
1 1/2 c. walnuts, finely 

chopped
Mix all ingredients together 

except for the nuts and roll into 
small balls. Roll balls in the wal
nuts until coated evenly. Place in 
container between layers of wax 
paper. Refrigerate.

Submitted by Justin 
Prentice

These recipes are taken from the 
“Weatherly Heights Cook Book” that 
was published in 2006.

Essential Daily 
Nutrients is not just a 

juice!
It’s 5 products in one! 
YOUR daily I 
essentials......
* Vitamin Product
* Mineral Product
* Polyphenol Product
* Herbal Product
* Whole Food Fruit 

Product
Increases your Energy & Stamina

Independent WAIORA 
Distributer

Jay Thierry -1-888-699-3694 
www.waiora.com/313120

“Water vapor gets together in 
a cloud. When it becomes 
big enough to be a drop, 

it does.”

Johnny Sorenson, age 9

Restaurant With 
The Trains!

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays

http://www.waiora.com/313120
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A Child 

Grows Up 

in Dixie
The author John M. Doyle 

was born July 22, 1847, the 
son of John William Doyle. The 
family lived on Madison Street 
and also owned a large 
plantation in the county. John 
Doyle was thirteen years old at 
the beginning of the conflict and 
his memoirs provide a rare 
glimpse into war time 
Huntsville as seen by a young 
boy. Thefollowing excerpts have 
been edited for space and 
clarity.

In 1860 war clouds were 
looming and men began gather
ing everywhere for the conflict. 
New companies were formed 
and being drilled on the muster 
grounds, and the boys were tak
ing up military tactics and drill
ing with wooden guns and 
swords.

I was elected captain of one 
of the boy companies, and when 
the first company of soldiers 
was about to leave for the seat 
of war, I marched my little com
pany about a mile from town to 
a deep cut in the railroad and 
hoisted my confederate flag to

cheer the soldiers as they passed 
in the cars. In half an hour the 
cars came thundering along. I 
formed my boys (with a flag) on 
each side of the cut and as the 

country everywhere were filled 
with soldiers marching to and 
fro. A brigade of infantry, com-

cars passed we waved our flags 
and raised deafening cheers. The 
soldiers joined in the chorus and

the band struck up the old tune 
“Home Sweet Home” and played 
on until the music died away in 
the distance.

In a few months more the

I) A Smoke-Free Facility! 
a * Snack Bar
W % Cosmic Birthday Parties 

% Group Rates > Pro Shop
% Bowling Instruction Available

< Youth & Seniors Programs
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"Where Bowling is Family Fun "

Don't forget to mention this ad to get 
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

be a- a© 2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW



posed of men from Marshall, 
Blount, and Jefferson counties 
were encamped at Blue Spring 
four miles north of Huntsville, 
and it was called “Camp Jones” 
in honor of Col. Egbert Jones, 
the 4th Alabama Regiment of In
fantry, his regiment having pre
viously encamped and drilled on 
the same grounds, but had now 
been called into Virginia for ac
tive service.

I had several cousins in the 
camp at Blue Springs and would 
go out and spend several days 
at a time with them in 

into the hack and commanded 
“Go ahead!”

I wished something would 
break or happen to prevent me 
landing those gentlemen safely 
to their quarters. I had their 
money and did not care. I had 
not gone more than half way, 
when going through a mud hole 
it was so dark I drove off the 
road against an old stump. I 
heard something crack. The 
horses stopped and everything 
was still for a moment only, 
when one of the commanding 
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officers again shouted out “Go 
ahead!”

I got out in the mud and wa
ter, which was over knee deep and 
examined as best I could in the 
dark, by feeling, for I could not 
see my hand before me, what the 
damages were. I found that both 
whippietree’s were broken, and 
that it was useless to try to pro
ceed any farther with the hack. 
Thus I reported to the “gentlemen” 
on the inside. They quarreled, they 
cursed and yelled and wanted to 
know how they were to get out of

camp. This gave me a de
sire to become a soldier, but 
I was too young (as they all 
said) yet my services may 
be needed before the close 
of the war.

My Father was running 
a daily hack line from 
town to camp for the ac
commodation of all who 
wished to pay one dollar 
for transportation to or 
from camp, and to keep 
me from running about, 
my father put me to driv
ing the said hack. I did 
very well, until winter. I 
generally made four trips 
daily from town to camp 
and I well remember the 
last trip I made.

It was one night, and I 
had just returned from 
camp the fourth time that 
day and it had been rain
ing very hard all day, the 
roads were awfully cut up 
but I had to go again that 
night. There were five of
ficers who were obliged to 
go to camp that night, and 
there were five dollars to 
make and my Pa said I 
had to make it, so I drove 
to the Donegar Hotel 
where my passengers were 
awaiting me and after 
waiting out in the snow 
and sleet about a half 
hour, they came out, got

* CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY'S-SAZIO ft

Eat to Live? 
Dine to Indulge?

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

256-704-5555 
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY’S-SAZIO ft

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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the mud hole.
In the meantime I was taking the horses loose 

from the hack. This done I mounted one and started 
out, leading the other, leaving the “gentlemen to get 
out the best they could.”

October of the year 1861 came and we began 
gathering our crops and hauling it home. The 
glorious news of victory from the seat of war, now 
became the password with everyone, every news 
paper was sought with eager hands, to glance at 
the column headed with “war news”.

In every column thus headed; gave victory and 
success to our confederate armies. The people were 
delighted and celebrating the laurels thus won ev
erywhere. But alas the sad news came that Nash
ville had been captured and occupied by the Yankees.

On the morning of the eleventh day of April, 1862, 
about day break, the sleeping citizens of Huntsville 
were awakened by the pealing thunder of cannon.

The Yankees had come. They were everywhere 
in Huntsville, and were firing cannons at several 
car loads of sick and wounded confederate sol
diers who were trying to escape. They captured all 
except 1 carload that was a little ahead of the oth
ers, which made good their escape through the 
gauntlet of shot and shell.

The yankees now occupied Huntsville and as 
soon as the place became a little more calm from 
the excitement I went out to examine the Yankees. 
I found that they did not have long tails or claws 
like a lion as was reported - especially to the juve
niles and negroes - but found them to be real liv
ing creatures like myself or any one else.

The Yankees occupied Huntsville until the last 
of November 1864. During the latter part of 1863, 
I became acquainted with a young yankee soldier 
and soon found that he sympathized with the south 
and seemed to be anxious to desert his army and 
join the Rebs.

Frank C— (the union soldier) and I were nearly 
always together. He was two or three years my 
senior and we were good friends. One day I pro
posed slipping the pickets with him and going to 
Dixie to join the Rebel Army. He consented, and a 

day was set for us to leave. A day or two after I 
met a friend and associate of mine. Hugh M— 
and informed him of our project. He was as will
ing to go as Frank and I were.

Our stable and lot had been taken by the 
Yankees and used for the forage wagon train. 
They were constantly foraging the country for 
grain under heavy guard. I soon made myself 
acquainted with one of the teamsters Billie W 
— and got his consent to let Frank, Hugh, and 
I go with him in his wagon on a forage trip. As 
luck would have it the wagon train was going 
down near the Tennessee River on the very day 
we had set for our departure, I soon informed 
Frank and Hugh of the fact and we made immedi-

C HeiheCbeip
Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Now Available - Terry’s Pizza!
Your Friendly Neighborhood 

Pharmacy & Grocery Store 
Located In Historic Five Points 

702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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ate preparations for leaving.
When we arrived at the picket post the officer command

ing demanded our pass. Billy told him he would be respon
sible for our safe return and that we were his friends and so 
we were allowed to pass. We were going through the woods 
at a very brisk gait, talking of our successful escape from 
the wagon train, and how we were to cross the river, and of 
what company we would join, when we were suddenly 
startled by a loud exclamation “Halt”

We had come upon an unexpected picket post which had 
been placed there to guard the approaches to the wagon 
train from molestation. We were so completely surprised 
that we did not have time to invent an excuse. I mustered 
courage enough to tell them that we came out with the for
age train and was then looking for another plantation where 
we expected to find an abundance of corn and oats.

They did not believe me and said that “He were trying to 
go to the Rebs” across the river. We were put under guard 
and carried back to the wagons. The guard told the Captain 
that we were arrested by them at the picket post near the 
river and that he believed we were attempting to cross the 
river to join the Rebels.

We were then kept under guard until, we got back safe 
to Huntsville and Hugh and I were discharged, but Frank 
being a soldier was accused of an attempt to desert and 
confined in the guard house for several days.

We had two horses and a carriage left us and a lady was 
in town who lived in Guntersville and wanted to go home.

r
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We agreed to take her as far as 
Deposit on the Tennessee River in 
the carriage. We arrived at Deposit 
about sunset and stopped over 
for the night. Mr. Scott was the 
owner of the place. The house 
was located on a high bluff about 
fifty yards from the river. The 
yankees had never been there be
fore.

Breakfast was announced by 
the ringing of a bell. We started 
to breakfast, and had just 
reached the yard gate when we 
saw the Yankees coming in a 
gallop toward the house.

I hollowed out “Yankees 
Coming!” Mr. Scott and old Mrs. 
Scott who was very large and 
fleshy came to the door. One 
glance convinced them of the 
fact. They told their sons to 
leave quickly and take every 
negro with them. They all ran 
up into the mountain, the old 
woman following, but she was 
too fleshy to run fast and the 
yankees overtook her and as
sured her they would not harm 
her and sent her back to the 
house. The others made their 
escape.

Breakfast was on the table 
smoking and hot and nobody to 
partake except myself and 
brother with the Yankees. After 
breakfast one of the Yankees 
pressed (took) one of my horses 
and had saddled him ready to 
leave and put his old horse in the 
stable for me. As soon as he saw 
that my horse was better than his 
he drew his sabre and struck his 
horse on the leg to have an excuse

to take mine. I went to the Cap
tain and with tearful eyes I told 
him of my loss. He asked me sev
eral questions and then ordered 
the man to restore my horse to me. 
He was compelled to ride his own 
lame horse and he was afterwards 
punished for laming his horse 
with his sabre.

Brother Joe and I then 
hitched up and drove home. The 
yankees destroyed the ferry boat 
and carried off several horses 
from old Mr. Scott, 
there they found 
yankees were!

A few months
(1863) Huntsville was evacuated 
by the Yankees. The Rebels im
mediately took possession of 
the latter place and captured a 
locomotive and cars from about 
two hundred negro soldiers who 
had returned with the cars to 
carry off some contrabands that 
had been left behind.

Thomas Jordan took advan
tage of the evacuation and raised 
a company 
of volun
teers in 
Huntsville. 
The long 
wished for
tune had 
come and I 
had an op
portunity to 
become a 
soldier and I 
did so. I 
went forth
with to Cap
tain Jordon
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and registered my name on the 
roll and was sworn in as a sol
dier. The next day the company 
was called together to elect offic
ers. We marched to the muster 
grounds and elected Thomas Jor
dan captain, William Rison 1st. 
Lieutenant, Alexander Bently 2nd 
lieutenant, Jas E. Scat, Sergeant.

We spent the balance of the 
evening in drilling. The next day 
at 12 o’clock was appointed for 
the company to meet and orga
nize and go into regular camp. 
Accordingly the company met on 
the square and was formed in 
a line for inspection, which oc
cupied about an hour. After the 
officer finished inspection our 
captain rode around in front and 
pronounced the Company ready 
for action, well armed, and 
equipped with good horses.

I was summoned by a pa
trol to appear at quarters and 
prepare for leaving as the 
yankees were coming.

Having been driven from our 
homes several times by false 
rumors I did not hurry but took 
my time when I bid my parents 
a long farewell. I proceeded half
way to quarters when I met a 
crowd of citizens fleeing on the 
street as if their lives were at 
stake. They told me the yankees 
were on the square and my com
pany had left a few moments 
ago.

I returned home and told my 
parents the facts and told them 

also that I intended to leave on 
foot as I could not get to my 
horse. They begged me to stay 
at home, as there was no hope 
for our independence. Our sol
diers were deserting thousands 
at a time and besides small 
armies were surrendering every 
week.

I knew it and felt the truth 
of it but still I deemed it my duty 
to linger with our fast fading 
cause until the last spark of ex
istence had disappeared.

I attempted once again to re
turn to my unit which was biv
ouacked near the railroad sta
tion. A short distance from 
home I met another soldier of 
my company who was leading 
his horse. Before I could make 
his escape the Union soldiers 
had blocked all the streets lead
ing out of Huntsville.

We were at our gate and the 
yankees were coming down the 
street. I put my horse in a stable 
belonging to a widow lady who 
lived next door to my father, re
questing her to claim the horse. 
In the mean time the yankees 
were riding on every street and 
we were completely surrounded. 
There was no possible chance of 
escape. We returned home and 
donned our citizen’s attire and 
awaited events. That night the 
citizens of Huntsville passed a 
sleepless night.

In a few weeks we moved from 
our residence on Madison Street
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to the northeast corner of the 
square where we were not so 
much annoyed by the Yankees.

About this time the telegraph 
lines were flashing the news that 
Abraham Lincoln, President of 
the United States had been as
sassinated. The news spread 
like wild fire all over the United 
States.

A day of mourning was set for 
every city, town, and village, to 
observe, “strictly, as the Yankees 
commanded.”

On the day appointed Hunts
ville wore a sad appearance. All 
public buildings were trimmed in 
crepe. Every business house was 
closed by order of the military 
authorities. The citizens did not 
drape their houses, the yankees 
did it for them. The citizens 
seemed more cheerful as they 
thought there was yet a chance to 
save the Confederacy.

The next day brought sorrow
ful news to our downtrodden 
people, news that General Lee 
with all his army had surren
dered.

God pity the poor widows 
and orphans who are thus left 
in a destitute condition to battle 
their way through this 
unrelentless world.

Law of the Bath: 
When the body is fully 
immersed in water, the 

telephone will ring.
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Content in 
Jail

from 1889 newspaper

- Edward Means, employee 
of a carriage factory here, is 
in jail on a charge of public 
drunkenness and arson. The 
prosecution claims that on last 
Saturday night Means went 
home in a beastly state of 
drunkenness. He attempted an 
assault upon his wife, who out 
weighs him by some one hun
dred pounds, but was duly 
trashed by her. In a state of an
ger, Means then tried to set the 
house on fire but was forced to 
flee when his wife took after him 
with an ax handle. He appears 
content to remain in jail.
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Total Window Treatment 
Provided

RandW. Gaylord
Cell: (256) 468-9465
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 

Fax: (256) 430-1081

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

http://www.randsblinds.com
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Maria Binkley

EXIT Realty First
Real Estate Broker & Mortgage Broker

256-348-0999”

l/l/ie ’ve Expanded -
I am now EXIT Realty First!

(formerly Binkley Real Estate & Financial Services, Inc.)

“I have now partnered with Career Webschool to offer online real estate courses. Go 
through my website for a 30% discount. It is a great time to begin an exciting career 
in real estate with the continued training, including the cutting-edge, interactive 
video-conferencing, to help you reach your goals. Give me a call and get started
today”
IN THE EXIT SPOTLIGHT ...
Country home with acreage in 
Toney - 3500 + Sq Ft - 4 bed
rooms - 4 baths - Isolated 
Master with private den - 
22 by 35 rec room with bath and 
private entrance - pond and 6 
acres - with more acreage 
available

Welcoming New Agents: Ask me about: No desk fees, Health Insurance, Pensions, 401K 
Plans, Residuals & Much More!!!

Specialized training ... “If your real estate license is inactive, let’s talk about getting you 
trained to be a success!”

Licensed in Al & Tn, I will be glad to assist you with any property listed in the MLS!

EXIT Realty FirstEXIT Realty First
256-348-0999

www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com 
mariabinkley@msn.com

256-348-0999
www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com

mariabinkley@msn.com

Visit my new office at 487 Capshaw Road in the Harvest - Monrovia Area.

http://www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
http://www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com


Old Huntsville Page 32

An Old Man’s Revenge
I, John Thomason, knowing that my remain

ing days are few, take pen in hand to render my 
last will and testament.

I ask that Horace Cauthron, my good friend 
of thirty-two years, be the executor of my wishes. 
He is to be paid the normal fees as is customary 
for such situations,

He is to pay all debts owed by me from funds 
on deposit with the Bank of Scottsboro.

To my wife, Mary, who has remained steadfast 
at my side for sixty-three years I leave a lifetime 
of memories and love along with my sorrow at 
the many times I have caused her anguish.

It is my hope that the good days will heavily 
outweigh the bad days.

In addition, I leave her our home and farm, 
with all its furnishings, implements and livestock 
that she might live her remaining days in a com
fortable manner in which she deserves.

In addition, I leave her all my stocks and bonds 
currently on deposit with the Chattanooga Trust 
Bank, in addition to any other monies due my 
estate, that she may continue to derive income 
from such.

For my oldest son, John, I leave the amount 
of ten thousand dollars to be paid up on the tenth 
anniversary of my death, or on the occasion of 
his mother’s death, on the condition he visits her 
every week and continues to maintain the rela
tionship of a loving son.

If he fails to do so, the money shall be given 
to a church of the executor’s choosing.

For my son, Perry, who has caused his mother 
and I so much grief for so many years, I leave the 
amount of three thousand dollars which is in a 
metal box, buried on the farm in a location known 
only to me.

If he can find the money it is his to keep.
It is my hope that after weeks of grubbing in 

the dirt he will realize the folly of chasing dreams.
In addition, a sum of seven thousand dollars

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate 
651-7517 Mobile

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert@knology.net 

shall be paid to him only after the completion of 
ten years full-time employment, in a manner con
sistent with the morals of the community.

If he fails to do so, the money shall be given 
to a church of the executor’s choosing.

John Thomason
July 4, 1923

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net

CLEANINQ & RESTORATION

• Fine Rugs
• Carpets
• Upholstery

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK 
Offering The Simplicity Plan

700 Winchester Road 
Huntsville, Al 

(256) 852-8500

mailto:stevecappaert@knology.net
http://www.admiralcleaning.net
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Citizens Told to Take 
Oath or Do Without

Huntsvillians were subjected 
to numerous inconveniences and 
hardships during the Civil War.

Among the impositions in
flicted upon them by the 
Federals was the requirement 
that, before a person could ob
tain food or supplies, he or she 
must first swear to an oath of 
allegiance to the U.S. Govern
ment.

The affidavit of an applicant 
for family supplies, issued on 
May 9,1865, to one Martha 
McMillen, tells the story in a few 
words. It follows in part:

“I, Martha McMillen, being 
duly sworn, depose and say that 
I reside in the county of Madi
son, and State of Alabama, and 
that I am in all respects true and 
loyal to the government of the 
United States, and that I will in 
all things so deport myself, 
bearing true faith and allegiance 
thereto, and to the best of my 
ability protecting and defending 
the same; that the supplies, in
voices of which are hereto at
tached, are necessary for the 
use and consumption of said 
family during the ensuing 
month; that no part thereof shall 

be sold or otherwise disposed 
of by me of by my authority, con
nivance or consent, except for 
the sole use and consumption 
of my family, and that to the 
best of my knowledge and be
lief no application has been 
made for any permit for the 
same or like supplies, to any 
other officer or agent, and that 
no supplies for the same fam
ily for the period mentioned, 
have been or are expected to be 
applied for elsewhere, or else
where obtained.”

The invoice attached to the 
affidavit included:

Nine yards of calico at 30 
cents per yard $2.70

Seven yards of calico at 30 
cents per yard $2.10

Two pair of shoes at $2.50 
per pair $5.00

Four yards of calico at 30 
cents per yard $1.20

Total $11.00

“Average weight of Americans 
drops to 250 pounds.”

Newspaper headline in the 
year2029

“When your mom is fighting 
with your dad, don’t ever 
let her brush your hair.”

Connie Jamison, age 6

IN/BLOOM.

cr/r/r/iy.’, - /ia/'/fts

256.5333050

Ron Cooper 
Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave 
HUNTSVILLE. AL 35801

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Upcoming Schedule:

Agatha Christie’s Spider’s Web
Comedy and Mystery by one of the best writers of all time!

May 5-13

On the Main Stage:
Man Of La Mancha, The musical story of Don Quixote 

Dare to Dream!

May 11-19

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for 
general information and to reserve your tickets. 

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques 
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Billiard Street Cafe
Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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Old Settler 
Dies at 
Woodville

From 1928 newspaper

One of our most remarkable 
and most respected citizens of 
North Alabama died recently. 
Thomas Sims was laid to rest 
November 7th, in the sinks at 
the Ashburn Cemetery beside 
his last wife,who preceeded him 
but a few years. He was born 
one mile west of Bucksnort on 
Gunter’s Mountain before 
Marshall County was created, 
and while the north side of 
Marshall County was part of 
Jackson County.

Mr. Sims did not know the 
year in which he was born, and 
there is some disagreement 
among the people as to the ex
act year.

Mr. Sims was a bright-eyed 
boy when his father, William 
Sims, helped collect and carry 

the Cherokee Indians west of the 
Mississippi River in 1836-38.

He was not a success in a 
financial way as most people 
count success; though his word 
was equal to his bond in any 
business transaction.

In regard to his religion, he 
believed he was prepared to 
meet Jesus in the great judg
ment, though he was not a 
church member.

He never had a lawsuit or 
used a pair of glasses to read. 
There never lived in this part of 
the state a greater hunter or a 
better marksman, he has killed 

Relocating or Moving to another Home?
Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?
No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @ 
janemc@kw.com and I'll be happy to send 

you information related to real estate of 
our area.

t Kin KELLER Jane McElroy WILLIAMS
REALTOR® a R e a i t y

pJEtV ldfi OlE/l 2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
IXDO/ toll free (866) 519-7220

as many as three deer, or ten or 
eleven turkeys in one day. Of 
course game was plentiful then. 
Once he bought thirty cents 
worth of ammunition and with 
this shot 29 shots and killed 
28 turkeys.

In those days when shooting 
matches were common, he was 
often ruled out. On one occa
sion, just south of Woodville, 
at one of these shooting matches 
in which such great marksmen 
as Bunt Peters and Frank Cot
ton engaged, Mr. Sims shot three 
times for James Whitaker and 
got the first three choices of the

Madison 
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy

mailto:janemc@kw.com
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beef.
He, like other young men of his 

day, kept a good horse and saddle 
and was a good rider, as was 
shown by riding from Nashville, 
Tennessee to Paint Rock Valley in 
two days, but on account of an 
accident, he had not ridden a 
horse in many years.

He was the champion walker 
of this section of the country, walk
ing sixteen miles one day in Janu
ary of this year. I have known him 
often to walk ten miles and not 
sit down to rest at the end of the 
Journey.

He was an expert with the ax. 
When the old Memphis and 
Charleston railroad was built 
through Jackson County in 1853- 
54, he helped get the sills for the 
bridge across Paint Rock River. 
Irving Kerr and he sawed with a 
whipsaw thirty thousand feet of 
cedar lumber 7 feet long and 4 
inches broad, to make the first 
tank-tubes used on this railroad.

In the Civil War he was drafted 

in the Condederate Cavalry in 
1862 and served under Capt. 
Henry Smith, and while in this 
service rode a horse across the 
Tennessee River five times; twice 
in West Tennessee and three times 
in Alabama.

In July, 1864, he joined Cap
tain John B. Kennemer’s Union 
Scouts and Guides and was for 
several years the sole surviving 
member of this company. His 
life was spent within the terri
tory that was once Decatur 
County, except two years just af
ter the Civil War spent in Indiana 
where his first wife Matilda Mays 
died and was buried. He then re
turned with his three children to 
Alabama, and married Sarah A. 
Davis, with whom he lived 57 
years till her death.

His life should be an inspi
ration and benediction to all who 
knew him to live a clean and 
temperate life.

Try Our 
Sushi Boat 

PARTY 
PLATTER

Live Entertainment Friday & 
Saturday Nites with the famous

“Edgar”
* Great Wine Selection

* Sushi Bar

Great food and wonderful 
entertainment - try us for 

something different! 

0

6565 Hwy 431 South 
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

PBflNTING 
SERVICES

256.534.4452
Toll Free: 877.534.4452

Fax: 534.4456
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Huntsville News from 1911
- The Dallas Mill has been closed down all week on account of 

a breakdown of some part of the engine.
- A Gas Range - is a modern necessity operated with less 

expense than a coal or wood range and then it is so easy, strike a 
match, turn a valve and your fire is ready for use. No waiting for 
the top of the range to get hot. No coal to carry, no wood to cut 
and no ashes to remove. Gas ranges $15.00, connected free, ready 
to use. Cash or easy payment plan, at the Huntsville Alabama Gas 
Light and Fuel CO. 218 West Clinton Street

- For rent - For the cooler months, a furnished house with ten 
rooms, all modern conveniences. Apply to 242 East Holmes St.

- For sale - Pine bird dog, 8 months old. Apply to Tilford 
McLean, Telephone 39.

- When you get ready to move up to Monte Sano, let us know. 
Your groceries won’t cost you one cent more delivered on Monte 
Sano than they do delivered to this city. Best prices and selection. 
John P King, Grocery Co.

To the People of Huntsville, we beg to announce that 
Hutchens & Murdock has been appointed sole agents for the Block 
Light in the city of Huntsville and that the light is on exhibition at 
their offices. The Block Light will give 300 candle power and save 
half your gas bills. It takes six inch electric lights to give the light 
of one Block Light. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded.

cipeciafiziny in &yeyfass

Mention this ad and get $5.00 
off any repair of $15 or more

Located in Mission Square 
corner of Wynn & University

Tue-Fri 10AM-6PM
Sat. 10-4

830-1502
Books

Rare, Collectibles, 
with A Huge Selection! 

We carry a large selection of signed editions with many 
local & regional authors

Unique Tea & Coffee 
gift baskets for 
any occasionl 

“Flower Arrangements” using 
coffee packs in place of flowers. 
Check out our “Coffee Bouquets!”

ALABAMy

Portraits 
in Time 

Stories ot Huntsville and Madison CountsAh\ lom Carney

Alabama
Hunts

Coffee 
Tree

Check our good selection 
of LARGE PRINT books and 
BOOKS ON TAPE

Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies 7900 Bailey Cove Road
Gifts - Expresso Supplies Across from Grissom High School

QOft AARA 6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon-Sat
OOv"U"tw“T 8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Lun.tr ujcncoo S<ox-
zlu

cd

Your Neighborhood Store For Food, Books & Fine Coffee
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attle at the
aptist Church
by Charles Rice

Christian churches are supposed to 
be Houses of the Lord, places of sanctu
ary where one can go to escape the wor
ries and woes of the everyday world. How
ever, a Baptist Church in Huntsville’s Lin
coln Mill village became anything but that 
one strange September night some half a 
century ago. In fact, the sleepy little church 
suddenly exploded into a raucous free-for- 
all in which the women matched the men in 
ferocity.

The bizarre incident apparently came 
about at least in part over the efforts of 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations 
(CIO) to unionize the mill workers dur
ing those bleak depression years of the 
1930s. Union backers felt the CIO would 
stand up for their rights and improve their 
standard of living. Union foes feared the 
Northern owners would retaliate by clos
ing the mills and moving elsewhere, some
thing the Yankee capitalists had already 
done several times in the South.

The labor dispute seems to have 
spilled over into the church, where Rev. 
C. V Headrick enjoyed the backing of the 
union. The CIO’s opponents had become 
dissatisfied with their minister, apparently 
feeling he was meddling in matters that 
didn’t concern him. There were other com
plaints against the preacher as well, but 
the union dispute obviously was the ma
jor grievance. Headrick’s adversaries al
ready had tried several times to have him 
replaced. On the night of September 3, 
1939, their impatience finally got the bet-

ter of them.
Rev. Headrick was presiding at a conference in the 

divided mill village church. William Adcock, the local 
CIO leader, was on hand to give his support to the 
clergyman, which can only have angered the union oppo
nents. Near the end of the meeting, a woman member 
of the congregation at last rose from her seat and force
fully shoved the preacher out of the pulpit. Other women 
quickly intervened, and the Lincoln ladies went at it 
hammer and tongs— kicking, punching, kneeing, slap
ping and pulling hair.

Not to be outdone by their spouses, the male mem
bers of the congregation promptly chose up sides and 
joined in the brawl. World War II was just breaking out 
in Europe, but a visitor at the Huntsville church might

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $100,000 Life Insurance 
without a Medical Exam.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place Phone
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 (256) 519-6955

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

7 Application Program 
Fertilization
Weed Control

Insect & Disease Control

Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ornamental Care
PO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 Grub Control

“Because You Deserve It”
President, Jerry O. Smith

State Certified Applicator
Ask about our 52 week 

Fire Ant Guarantee

Carlisle gallepy
FINE ART CUSTOM FRAMING

801 HOLMESAVE.
AT FIVE POINTS

• CONTEMPORARY OILS
• THOUSANDS OF PRINTS
• MUSEUM QUALITY FRAMING

256-539-1096
Huntsville’s Authority On Fine Art

• BUYING & SELLING
• ANTIQUE OILS
• ANTIQUE PRINTS

Closed Sunday

http://www.PerfectTurf.net
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well have thought he was at the 
battlefront in Poland.

According to newspaper re
ports the next day, two men 
(Ingle Gant and Tom Bragg) were 
stabbed, while several others 
were taken to Huntsville Hospi
tal emergency room with head 
injuries. A number of the ladies 
were somewhat bruised and bat
tered, but none required medi
cal attention. Only one person 
was arrested, Dillard Adcock, 
who had stabbed Tom Bragg be
fore being struck over the head 
by Olen Graham. Labor leader 
William Adcock, Dillard's 
brother, had also been hit over 
the head with a heavy object, 
arobably a chair.

Plate Lunch Special 1 1:00am ■ 130pm

DEE S DINER
1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert 

(Includes Drink & Tax)
2007-C N. Memorial Pkwy • 851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

Tensions obviously remained 
high and Christian behavior was 
clearly the loser that day in Lin
coln Village.

In fact, it was later learned 
that another fight had taken 
place nearby several hours ear
lier on Meridian Street. A union 
organizer named Pearson had 
called a nonunion worker 
named Sharpe a “scab” and sev
eral other uncomplimentary 
names. Sharpe took offense and 
attacked Pearson.

Brotherly love was certainly 
lacking in that part of our always 
surprising city.

References
lA/e Specialize in Historic Homes 
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

“Middle age is when you 
choose your cereal for the 
fiber, instead of the toy.”

Sam Keith

[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs'
“I am confident of her care”

License: 09011

CARE, COMFORT and the 

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve. 

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

at XZ>yrd< /prings
8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062

ASSISTED

www.hearthstoneassisted.com

LIVING

http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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OU PAPS W-b-q
"If's Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778
Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s for your Summer Parties!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies

Try Our Famous
r Brunswick Stew <& Stuffed Potatoes

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot bogs
Hamburgers
Slaw bogs
Chili bogs
Cheeseburgers 
Plate binners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials 

and much morel!!
Baked Beans
Green Beans
Hushpuppies

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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A Letter
November, 1898

Dear brother.
I hope these words find you 

doing well. We finally got our 
uniforms and we left on the 18th 
last for Huntsville, Alabama 
where we are now. We are 
camped behind a big house and 
the men say it used to belong to a 
governor.

So far there ain’t much to do 
in camp cause we don’t have no 
guns yet. Jim H. is here with 
me and he got in a spite of 
trouble for fighting with some 
Indiana boys.

One of the saloons tried not 
to sell the men drink so the boys 
tore the place up good. John G. 
got cut up bad but nothing too bad.

There is a good many negro 
soldiers here but they are 
camped some place else. They 
are a sight to see when they go 
strutting around town but the 
people here can’t say nothing. No 
one wants to fight with them for 
they all carry knifes.

The men say we are not go
ing to be here long and then we 
will go to Cuba. They can have 
it as far as I know. If I had 
known what this army life was 
I would have stayed home.

The men here are not bad 
but they charge two times for 
everything and won’t give you 
time of day unless you pay for 
it.

There is a ......house here
but they charge to much so a 
common soldier can’t afford 
them. About the only people 
who go there are officers and 
they have plenty of money There 
is nothing else going on in 
Alabama to write about so brother 
I will close for now.

Your affectionate brother 
down in Dixie,

James D.

Healthcare services in the 
comfort of your home

HGA
HealthGroup of Alabama

HOME HEALTH
For more information call

Roberts
Marketing Communnily Educator

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville 
Alabama

Some true and some of uncertain reliability . . . 
Have a club or 
need a 
speaker for? 
Learn about 
old Huntsville 
in the most 
interesting 
and 
humorous

Darryl Goldman way.
Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences born
overseas and throughout the United States. Call (256) 520-1771. No charge- 
it's a hobby. Darryl is a licensed Realtor® at Keller Williams Realty, Huntsville, AL.

Help A Local Family 
and get fully deductible tax .

savings for yourself!!
More than 100 “working poor” 

families here in Huntsville need a car. 
You can help by donating your used 
car and you will receive a tax benefit.

Your car will not be auctioned, but 
will be given to a grateful family.

551-1610
Family Services Center 

www.fsc-hsv.org

Nurses & Nurses Aides
Physical, Speech & 

Occupational Therapists 
Medical Social Workers

Medicare Certified 
JCAHO Accredited

http://www.fsc-hsv.org
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The News 
from 1907

- I wish to learn of the 
whereabouts of my folks. My 
father was named Dickson; 
brother name Edmond Ander
son; sisters named Polly, Dinah 
and Rachel Anderson. Sister 
Polly married a man by the 
name of John Anderson. I came 
from South Carolina when I was 
19 years of age and stayed 2 or 
3 years in Green County, Ala
bama, then went to Lee County 
Mississippi, near Carona. I left 
there the 2nd year of the war 
and went to Corinth, from there 
to Cleveland, Tennessee, where 
I joined the Federal Army and 
served three years and have been 
in Huntsville since I was 
mustered out. Write Milton 
Anderson at Huntsville, care of the 
Journal.

- On Saturday last, at New 
Market in this county, a young 
man, George Norris, raised a dif
ficulty with another young man, 
Bud Powers, and the town mar

shal, William Mullins tried to ar
rest him. Norris drew his knife 
and resisted arrest. Mullins 
struck Norris with his stick; and 
a young man, William Fuqua, 
threw a stone at Mullins, striking 
him on the head and knocking 
him senseless.

Attempts were made by other 
citizens to arrest Norris and 
Fuqua, but they drew their guns 
and the citizens being unarmed, 
they made their escape. Parties 
have been out hunting them, but 
to no avail, and it is supposed they 
have left the country.

- Near Huntsville on Sunday 
last, a boy killed his father. The 
facts, as told to us, are that the 
boy left the house of his father, 
Hawk Houston, and went to the 
farm of Mr. Wm. R. Day, and 
Hawk went after him, and told 
him he intended to whip him, 
when he got him home.

The boy got home first, and 
seizing a shotgun, fired the load 
into his father’s heart. It is stated, 
almost incredibly, that the father, 
although shot and badly bleeding, 
drew a revolver and fired twice at 
his son as he ran off.

The boy escaped and at last 
accounts had not been seen.

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com 

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours-. Th urs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise

John’s Jungle Jyms

Holmes Avenue
V. I 837-4761
Forts - Gyms - Swings - Gazebos

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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The Alabama 
Slave Code of 

1852
In 1852 Alabama passed a 

“slave code” regulating the ac
tions and conduct of all slaves 
within its boundaries. Follow
ing are excerpts from the code.

- No master, overseer, or 
other person having the charge 
of a slave, must permit such 
slave to hire himself to an
other person, or to hire his 
own time, or to go at large, un
less by consent of the authori
ties thereof. Every such offence 
is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by fine not less than twenty nor 
more than one hundred dol
lars.

- No master, overseer, or 
head of a family must permit 
any slave to be or remain at 
his house, outhouse, or 
kitchen, without leave of the 
owner or overseer, above four 
hours at any one time; and for 
every such offence he forfeits 
ten dollars, to be recovered 
before any justice of the peace, 
by any person who may sue for 
the same.

- Any owner or overseer of 
a plantation, or householder, 
who knowingly permits more 
than five Negroes, other than 
his own, to be and remain at 
his house, plantation, or quar
ter, at any one time, forfeits ten 
dollars for each and every one 
over that number unless such 
assemblage is for the worship 
or for burial service, and with 
the consent of the owner or 
overseer of such slaves.

- No slave must go beyond 
the limits of the plantation on 
which he resides, without a 
pass, or some letter or token 
from his master or overseer, 
giving him authority to go and 
return from a certain place; 

and if found violating this law, 
may be apprehended and pun
ished, not exceeding twenty 
stripes.

- If any slave go upon the 
plantation, or enter the house 
or outhouse of any person, with
out permission in writing from 
his master or overseer, or in the 
prosecution of his lawful busi
ness, the owner or overseer of 
such plantation or householder 
may give, or order such slave to 
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be given, ten lashes on his bare 
back.

- Any railroad company in 
whose car or vehicle, and the 
master or owner of any steam
boat, or vessel, in which a slave 
is transported or carried, with
out the written authority of the 
owner or person in charge of 
such slave, forfeits to the owner 
the sum of fifty dollars; and if 
such slave is lost, is liable for 
his value, and all reasonable ex

http://www.dirtbustersrestoratlon.com
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penses attending the prosecution 
of the suit.

- No slave can keep or carry 
a gun, powder, shot, club, or 
other weapon, except the tools 
given him to work with, unless 
ordered by his master or over
seer to carry such weapon from 
one place to another. Any slave 
found offending against the pro
visions of this section shall be 
ordered to receive thirty-nine 
lashes on his bare back.

- No slave can, under any 
pretense, keep a dog; and for 
every such offence must be pun
ished by any Justice of the peace 
with twenty stripes on his bare 
back.

- Riots, routs, unlawful as
semblies, trespasses, and sedi
tious speeches by a slave, are 
punished, by the direction of 
any justice before whom he may 
be carried, with stripes not ex
ceeding one hundred.

- Any slave fire hunting in 
the night time, must be pun
ished with thirty-nine lashes, by 
order of any justice before 
whom he may be carried.

- No slave can own property, 
and any property purchased or 
held by a slave, not claimed by 
the master or owner, must be 
sold by order of any justice of 
the peace.

- Any slave who writes for, 
or furnishes any other slave with 
any pass or free paper, on con
viction before any justice of the 
peace, must receive one hundred 
lashes on his bare back.

- Any slave who preaches, 
exhorts, or harangues any as
sembly of slaves, or of slaves 
and free persons of color, with
out a license to preach or ex
hort from some religious soci
ety of the neighborhood, and in 
the presence of five slave hold
ers, must, for the first offence, 
be punished with thirty-nine 
lashes, and for the second, with 
fifty lashes; which punishment 
may be inflicted by any officer 

of a patrol company, or by the 
order of any justice of the peace.

- Runaway slaves may be ap
prehended by any person, and 
carried before any justice of the 
peace, who must either commit 
them to the county jail, or send 
them to the owner, if known; 
who must, for every slave so 
apprehended, pay the person ap
prehending him six dollars, and 
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all reasonable charges.
- If the slave is not reclaimed 

within six months, the sheriff 
must advertise and sell him for 
cash, in the manner slaves are 
sold under execution. The pro
ceeds of the sale, after all ex
penses are paid, must be paid 
to the county treasurer for the 
use of the county.
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News From The Year 1933
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Hitler is named Gandhi Out
German Chancellor of Jail

After a month of secret ne
gotiations, Nazi leader Adolf 
Hitler became Chancellor of 
Germany today. The flamboyant, 
tempestuous and power-hungry 
Hitler takes over the job at a 
very volatile moment in German 
history. The country seems 
poised on the brink of civil war. 
Almost daily, bloody street 
battles erupt between Hitler's 
National Socialist followers and 
their hated adversaries, the 
Communists.

Hitler is feared by some of 
his opponents, but some hope 
he will be less dangerous in of
fice than in the street command
ing his storm troopers. Others 
believe Hitler's thirst for power 
will be checked by the coalition 
Cabinet that was largely as
sembled by the deft political 
skills of former Chancellor 
Franz von Papen. But Hitler
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showed little restraint in his 
first proclamation.

"The National Socialist Party 
knows that the new government 
is no National Socialist Govern
ment," the chancellor declared 
in the proclamation, "but it is 
conscious that it bears the name 
of its leader, Adolf Hitler. He has 
advanced with his shock troops 
and has placed himself at the 
head of the government to lead 
the German people to liberty."

Many Communist agitators 
started milling in the streets of 
Berlin as soon as news of 
Hitler's title was no longer a 
secret. They plastered walls with 
handbills calling for a nation
wide general strike.

Violence erupted when 100 
Nazis were walking home after 
a pro-Hitler demonstration. A 
police officer accompanying 
them was shot to death.
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Rosie’s Shopping Center 
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!
Cleansing & Weight 

Loss

NUTRITION
www.ruthsnutrltion.com

Mahatma Gandhi has been 
released from government de
tention in the Poona Civil Hos
pital after doctors warned that 
his fast was endangering his life. 
Gandhi, who undertook the fast 
eight days ago in protest over 
being arrested again by British 
authorities, weighed 90 pounds 
at the time of his release.

Two doctors who examined 
Gandhi on his release from the 
hospital said there was no cause 
for alarm over his condition. 
There was considerable specula
tion over what the nationalist 
leader would do upon regaining 
his strength. The authorities have 
already said he will be arrested if 
he continues his protest.
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LaGuardia is Mayor 
of New York City

Fiorello H. LaGuardia, a 
former member of Congress, 
was elected Mayor of New York 
City today, wresting political 
control from Tammany Hall. 
Running on a fusion ticket, 
LaGuardia rolled up a stunning 
victory over Mayor John P. 
O'Brien, a Democrat, in the larg
est voter turnout in the city's 
history. News of Tammany's de
feat was greeted silently by a 
crowd of thousands in Times 
Square, watching election 
bulletins flashed on the electric 
ribbon around The New York 
Times building.

Dillinger Caught
Bank robber John Dillinger 

and six accomplices are being 
held in a Tucson, Arizona jail, 
awaiting extradition to Indiana. 
Dillinger is wanted for the mur
der of a policeman two weeks 
ago during a bank holdup in 
East Chicago, Indiana.

Dillinger and the officer ex
changed fire. Dillinger strode off 
unscathed, having worn a bullet
proof vest. He may not beat this 
rap; he was positively identified 
by an Indiana police chief.

Roosevelt 
Devalues 
Dollar to 60 Cents

President Roosevelt issued a 
proclamation today devaluing the 
dollar to 59.6 cents and setting the 
price the government will pay for 
gold at $35 an ounce.

Acting under authority given 
him by a recent action of Con
gress, the president said the 
moves were needed to protect the 
nation's foreign trade from the ef
fects of the depreciated currencies 
in other countries.

FDR Takes the 
Dollar off Gold 
Standard
The United States went off 

the gold standard today, a move 
ordered by President Roosevelt 
to put the nation on an equal 
monetary footing with most 
countries in the world by plac
ing an embargo on all exports 
of gold except that earmarked 
for foreign countries.

Federal officials said that the 
move was only "for the time be
ing" but declined to say how long 
that might be, depending on 
domestic and world conditions.
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Times Have Changed

Mid 1960’s
1 -Memorial Parkway (looking north) 2 - Mallory Corp. 3 - Bob Wallace Ave.
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General Contractors

Helping to build Huntsville 
for almost 50 Years



The Klan
Rags

by Larry Weiss

When Louis Miller, owner of 
the Tennessee Poultry and Hide 
Company, arrived at work one 
morning sometime in the 1920s 
his attention was riveted by a 
crude handwritten notice nailed 
to the front door. “GET OUT OF 
TOWN, [signed] KU KLUX 
KLAN.”

Feelings of shock, anger and 
disappointment clouded his 
mind as he read and then re
read the scrap of paper.

He had thought America was 
going to be different.

Many years later Miller told 
his son Buddy, how he felt after 
he read the notice: “I was mad 
as hell. I had traveled half way 
around the world to find a place 
where I could live in freedom, 
and I’ll be damned if I was go
ing to let those sons of b.....s
run me out of Huntsville!”

Miller had immigrated to the 
United States in 1913. “Ever 
since I could remember, I 
wanted to leave Russia and come 
to America,” he would tell his 
children in later years. In the

Czar’s Russia, Jews were peri
odically attacked by anti-Semitic 
thugs who stole property, 
burned homes and businesses, 
and vented their hate by mur
dering Jews. Louis only had a 
seventh grade education by the 
time he arrived in New 
York because anti-Jew- 
ish quotas in Minsk 
schools prevented him 
during some years from 
attending class.

Miller later said that 
the most beautiful sight 
he had ever seen was the 
Statue of Liberty as the 
ship which brought him 
to the United States 
pulled into the harbor of 
New York. The statue 
represented a dream 
that he had ever since he 
was “old enough to 
think.” He wanted to
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come to this country, and now 
he was here. Freedom from quo
tas and murdering gangs. Here 
he was in America!

His father had been a 
Melamed in Minsk, Russia - a 
teacher who taught young boys
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Hebrew. It was an honorable profes
sion, but paid very poorly. Just before 
Louis left Minsk to come to America, 
his father said to him: ‘We have a lot of 
famous Rabbis and people well known 
in our family. If you change your name 
as most people do when they go to 
America, nobody will know who you 
are.”

Label Mishkind - Louis Miller’s 
name at birth - promised his dad that 
he wouldn’t change his name in 
America. It turned out, though, that 
Label couldn’t keep his promise. He 
stayed with his older brother in 
Brooklyn who had already American
ized his own name to “Miller” when 
he first came to this country. Before 
Label could speak English people 
had already started calling him “Louis 
Miller” because of his brother. Af-

Louis ventured out to Paris, Tennessee, to visit a sister who 
lived there. His first exposure to Southern culture came as some
what of a shock. He later laughed as he told the story of how 
people he passed in the railroad station would smile and say, 
“Good morning, how are you.” As he walked down the street 
complete strangers greeted him in a friendly manner. This was 
quite unusual, but certainly pleasant for the young immigrant.

Miller chuckled in later years as he remembered his feel
ings, “I thought I must have looked like somebody they knew,
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ter some time, Label Mishkind le
gally changed his name to Louis 
Miller because everybody called 
him that anyway.

Miller thrived in the freedom 
of the new land. By day he 
worked for his brother who 
owned a small candy store, and 
by night he went to school to 
learn English and take citizen
ship classes. Patiently, he stud
ied, worked and saved his 
money, determined to become 
an American citizen. He had al
ready fulfilled the dream for 
which generations of his family 
had prayed - he was in a coun
try where a person was judged 
by his own merit and free to 
practice his own religious be
liefs.
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otherwise they wouldn’t be speaking to me. In 
New York people who lived next door to each 
another rarely spoke to one another, much less 
complete strangers.”

After Miller realized it had not been a case 
of mistaken identity, but rather that the South 
was simply a friendlier place than New York, 
he decided to settle here. Traveling down to 
Decatur, Alabama, he quickly found a job, 
and sent his brother a telegram asking him 
to pack up his stuff and send it south.

Hard work and attention to details soon 
made Miller a prized employee, and when 
his boss purchased another company in 
Huntsville in 1918, he asked Miller to man
age it for him. The company, named the Ten
nessee Poultry and Hide Company, dealt in 
items such as poultry, hides, eggs, furs, wild 
roots, scrap iron, and wiping rags. The store 
quickly became a boon to the community and 
began to prosper. For many of the rural 
farmers it proved to be a blessing in the off 
season when they were unable to farm. Whole 
families would gather ginseng and run trap 
lines for furs which Miller bought, often pro
viding the only income they had during the 
winter months.

The community soon learned that Miller 
was a fair man, paying fair prices and keep
ing his word. In time, his reputation liter
ally became the business, a fact that his em
ployer probably realized when he agreed to 
sell the company to Miller.

Louis Miller was an asset to his adopted 
hometown. He joined the local Temple, be
came active in community affairs and was 
an outspoken advocate of the individual right 
to freedom.

Unfortunately he was so outspoken he 
soon came to the attention of the local Ku Klux 
Klan.

Huntsville’s original Klan had been founded
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in 1867 as a means to combat the consequences of Re
construction. In 1872, after a Congressional hearing held 
in Huntsville exposed many of its brutalities, the Klan 
disbanded only to rear its ugly head again in the early 
1900s in response to the release of the film, “Birth of a 
Nation.”

By 1920 the Klan had become a powerful organi
zation in Huntsville. They had their own laws and 
government and even conducted their own trials. They 
had become, as one historian put it so aptly, “the 
invisible government.”

Businessmen felt they had to belong in order to 
do business, and politicians felt they had to belong 
in order to do politics. Even if you did not agree 
with them, the local wisdom was that it was better to 
keep your mouth shut. In a perverse fairness it must 
be stated that the local Klan did not discriminate - 
they hated everyone equally - Blacks, Jews, foreign
ers, and Northerners.

Miller fitted most of the above criteria, a fact that 
the Klan quickly realized.

Louis Miller hated the Klan, and he publicly took 
issue with them. He simply could not understand how, 
in a land of the free, a group of bigoted night-riders could
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intimidate a whole community. In 
his anger at the Klan he said in 
public more than a few times that, 
one day, he was going to buy those 
Klan robes and tear them up into 
wiping rags.

He had no idea at the time 
of how prophetic his words 
would prove. Miller’s threats 
infuriated the Klan who soon put 
out word that he was a marked 
man.

After finding the Klan evic
tion notice on his door, Miller 
sent word to the Klan leaders 
that if they came after him, he 
would be ready for them. At five- 
foot-four he was not physically 
a very imposing man, and he 
wasn’t really a very good shot, 
either. However, at that time 
there was a shooting gallery next 
door to the Tennessee Poultry 
and Hide Company. Every day 
Louis visited the gallery, 
plunked down his money, and 
practiced shooting with rifles 
and pistols. After a while he 
became a superb marksman, a 
fact he made sure that everyone 
knew. He also made sure that 
the Klan realized that if they 
came after him, they might get 
him, but they were likely to lose 
some of their own in the pro
cess.

Still, despite his bravado, he 
realized the danger. He con
stantly kept a gun close by, at 
work and at home. His orders 
to his wife were: “If anybody 
knocks at night when I am not 
at home, don’t open the door.” 
Not knowing when the Klan 
might come after him, Miller 
would answer the door with a 
rifle or pistol in hand.

The citizens of Huntsville 
probably expected a bloody con
frontation, most likely ending 
with someone lying dead in the 
streets, but suddenly, for no 
apparent reason, the Klan 
stopped its harassment of Miller. 
It would be years before he ever 
knew the reason why.

Miller had a few friends and 
business acquaintances who 
were also members of the Klan, 
and it was one of them who even
tually told him the whole story.

The Huntsville Klan had put 
Louis Miller on trial in absen

r——- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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tia at a special Klan meeting called 
for that purpose. Louis was 
charged with speaking in public 
against the Klan. Among other 
specific examples, he was 
charged with insulting the Klan 
by threatening repeatedly in pub
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lie to tear their robes into wiping 
rags.

The trial was a major event in 
the local Klan community. Both a 
prosecuting attorney and a de
fense attorney were designated. 
The man who eventually told 
Louis the story offered to serve as 
defense attorney. Klan members 
in the hall were the jury.

When it came time during the 
trial for the defense attorney to 
say his piece, he argued, “I’ve 
known Louis Miller for a number 
of years. In fact I’ve known him 
ever since he came to Huntsville. 
He left Russia to find a place of 
freedom -1 know that because he 
told me. Yes, he is in disagreement 
with the Klan. Louis Miller has a 
right to speak against us Just as 
any other American does. He even 
has the right to speak against his 
government, but he is speaking 
against the Klan. I don’t find that 
to be anything he should be put 
on trial for. I don’t think it is 
wrong.”

During his summation the 
defense attorney made his point 
as strongly as he could: “I joined 
the Klan because I thought it was 
a worthwhile organization but, 
I’m submitting my resignation 
from the Klan tonight, because 
I don’t feel like it is the kind of 
organization I need to belong to.”

He did resign, and eventu
ally he told Louis about the trial. 
In part because one solitary per
son had dared to oppose the Klan, 
it quickly began losing public sup
port. Members drifted away and 
in a few years the Huntsville Klan 
had almost disappeared.

The story might have ended 
there if it had not been for a phone 
call Miller received in the early 
1930s.

“Louie, are you still dealing 
in wiping rags?”

Miller, thinking it was just 
another business call in an al
ready hectic day replied, “Yes, if 
the price is right.”

The caller went on to explain 
the purpose of his call. “I’ve been 
renting a meeting hall to the Ku 
Klux Klan, but they haven’t been 
active for a couple of years and 
they haven’t been paying any 
rent. I’m going to have to rent it 
to somebody else, but I got a 
bunch of their old robes on the 
floor in a pile in the meeting hall, 
and I was just wondering if you 
would be interested in buying 
them.”

Remembering his threats 
years earlier to sell the Klan’s 
robes as wiping rags, he tried to 
control his excitement. “Where are 
you now?” asked Miller.

The caller replied, “I’m at the 
meeting hall,” and gave Louis the 
address. The rag buyer was al- 
ready grab
bing for his 
hat and coat 
as he yelled 
into the 
phone, 
“Don’t you 
leave! I’ll be 
there in ten 
minutes. I’ll 
buy them 
from you. 
I’ll buy them 
all from
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On the short trip to the now 

defunct meeting hall he began 
having second thoughts about the 
price, “I want to buy them, but 
there’s only so much I can pay for
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them to make them into wiping 
rags.” But then he thought about 
what was really important to him. 
“It doesn’t make any difference,” 
he thought to himself, “no matter 
what he wants for them, I’m go
ing to pay that. I’m going to get 
them. I’m going to do what I said 
I was going to do.”

So Louis Miller, Jewish dealer 
in wiping rags, soon showed up 
at the former Klan meeting hall 
to buy a pile of Klan robes. With 
little dickering, the deal was 
struck. They shook hands with 
Louis telling the seller, “I ll send 
two or three men to the hall in 
about an hour to pick up the 
robes and I’ll send you a check 
today.”

Actually, if it had not been 
for the hate the robes repre-

“The empty nest is really 
underrated.” 

sented they would have been quite 
attractive. Made out of white linen, 
the robes were decorated with 
large colorful embroidered drag
ons and Celtic crosses.

If people were wondering what 
a Jewish dealer wanted with Klan 
robes they soon found the answer. 
Every morning Miller would have 
an employee push a pallet loaded 
with Klan robes out to the space 

Southern Sealing & Striping

Specializing in sealing & striping. 
We do parking lots, handicap
parking and driveways.

Call for free est
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

01

/J
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between the sidewalk and the 
street. They would remain there 
all day, every day as a reminder 
to people of what the robes really 
were - simply a pile of discarded 
rags.

Miller often sat in his office 
watching the reactions of people 
as they walked by. The robes 
were in a pile, but you could tell 
what they were because all of the

Jennifer Harris, Athens Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors

Halsey Grocery Company

Cash & Carry
300 N. Jefferson St. Downtown Huntsville, Al. (256) 539-0749

- Fresh Meat

- Fresh Produce

- Frozen Foods & Desserts

- Canned Foods

- Paper Products

- Maintenance Supplies

- Restaurant Supplies

- And Much More!

o

“Open To The Public”
No Membership Required

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 8 AM -12 Noon

i



embroidered Klan emblems. 
Some people would stare. 
Some would do a double-take. 
Some people simply hung their 
heads and pretended not to see 
the pile.

After a couple of months of 
displaying the robes, a friend of 
Miller’s called. “Louie,” the 
friend said, “I know that you 
said you were going to buy these 
robes and make them into wip
ing rags, and I know you’ve had 
a lot of fun displaying them. 
But, you know, I was a member 
of the Klan. Don’t you think 
you’ve had enough fun with those 
robes now?”

Miller responded to his 
friend’s question with a ques
tion of his own:

“Let me ask you this; are 
you asking me, or are you tell
ing me?” His friend gently, and 
probably sheepishly, replied, 
“I’m asking you.”

Louis said, “Well, OK, but 
if you were “telling” me, those 
damn things would stay on dis
play for years! But we’ll take 
them in and I'll do what I said 
I'd do with them.”

One day, shortly after he 
agreed to stop displaying the 
robes, Louis received a call 
from a widow woman who was 
a friend of his and who had 

Best Quality Plants will last much longer!
At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like 
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our 
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of 
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and 
refreshments are served. Please shop with us today.

heard about the robes.
“Louie,” she asked, “what 

are you going to do with the 
embroidered emblems?”

“Well, I guess I'll have to take 
those off before we make them 
into wiping rags.” The robes 
were made out of first class 
white cotton, and they would 
make a premium grade of wip
ing rag.

The widow woman then ex
plained her proposition. “If you 
send those uniforms out to my 
house, I’ll take the emblems off 
them, and all you'll have to do 
is wash them and tear them up 
into wiping rags. I won’t charge 
you anything, but I want the 
emblems.”

Miller quickly agreed to the 
deal and had an employee take 
the robes out to her house.

One day, long after Louis got 
the robes back without the em
blems, and long after all the 
Klan robes had been torn into 
wiping rags, Louis got a call 
from his friend, the widow 
woman. “Come by the house 
sometime and I’ll show you what 
I did with the emblems.”

A few hours later Miller was 
standing in the lady’s house, in 
awe of her creation. Transform
ing the symbols of hate into a thing 
of beauty, she had sewn a gor
geous patchwork quilt out of the 
emblems. The biggest emblem 
was in the middle, surrounded by 
the next biggest emblems, and

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810
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those surrounded by the next big
gest in swirling, colorful profusion 
to the very edges of the quilt. As 
he stared at the women’s extraor
dinary creation he said, half to 
himself, “you know, I would haver 
never thought that something so 
bad could be turned into some
thing so beautiful.”

The daughter of the woman 
who made the quilt now has 
it, and she still lives in 
Huntsville, Al. Louis Miller, the 
young man who emigratedfrom 
Russia in search of freedom, 
died in 1966.

“If you don’t see what you’re 
looking for, you’re in the 

right place.”

Sign seen in local 
Optometrist’s office

Now there's another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more 
convenient. With PODS, you can 
take your time moving or storing 
your belongings. We deliver a 
POD right to your door, you pack 
it at your own pace and we 
deliver it anywhere coast to coast 
or to our dry and secure 
warehouse. It's that simple.

Consider it moving and 
storage on your terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines 
or cursing.

PODS
On Demand Storage

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.PODS.com


The Mystery of 
John E. and 
Sara Townsend

by Berns Miller

Edmund Townsend emi
grated to Hazel Green from 
Lunenburg County, Virginia in 
1819. Two brothers, Samuel 
and Parkes, followed Edmund to 
Hazel Green soon after. The 
Townsend brothers purchased 
large tracts of land and built a 
plantation system that spread 
from Hazel Green to near New 
Market. The Townsends were 
super rich.

Edmund and Samuel 
Townsend never married but 
both fathered children by their 
slaves. Both brothers willed sig
nificant amounts of their estates 
to their mulatto children and 
slaves. Edmund Townsend died 
in 1853 but his will was taken 
to court and broken by other 
Townsend heirs. Wills that 
treated their slaves other than 
private property were contrary 
to Alabama Law. Samuel 

Townsend who died in 1856 had 
learned from his brother's expe
rience and arranged to have his 
estate probated in Lincoln County. 
Tennessee slave laws were less 
stringent and Samuel had found 
a way to circumvent Alabama. 
Samuel's last will and testament 
established a trust for his slave 
heirs to be sent north for emanci
pation and care.

The legal battles for the 
Townsend wealth were numer
ous and expensive. The wealth 
that survived litigation was soon 
to be consumed by the Civil War. 
For those who would like to re
search the Townsend story, there 
are stacks of court documents 
at the Probate Record Room in 

Huntsville Library. The Lincoln 
County Courthouse has an 
abundance of Townsend infor
mation. Dr. Francis Roberts' 
thesis on the emancipation of 
the Townsend slaves is available 
at the Huntsville Library. From 
all accounts, the University of 
Alabama Library has the most 
documentation on the emanci
pation.

The other brother, Parkes 
Townsend, married and had le-

Law of Biomechanics:

The severity of your itch is 
inversely proportional to 

the reach.

Presbyterian Apartments
Gracious Retirement Living

We are an independent living facility that offers a lifestyle 
of distinction al an affordable price.

Amenities Include:
24 Hour Office Personnel

Emergency Calls in Each Apartment

Professional Staff-

Service Coordinator

Planned Activities

Garden Club and Raised Bed Gardens

Library and Community Room

Handi-Ride and City Shuttle Service at door

Prescription and grocery delivery

2211 Country Club Ave NW, Huntsville (256) 533-1670
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lifts - Adult Toys - Movies - Cards & Books

DECATUR
Corner of
14th & Central Pkw
Mon - Sat 10-9
584-0069

HUNTSVILLE
4925 University Dr.
(next to Chili's >830-0069
Mon-Th 10-10pm
Fri 10-12pm Sun 12-6pm

Back

Huntsville’s One Stop Video Store
\Ne welcome amateur musicians to come 

and play thru the week.
Acoustic music Friday & Saturday nights.



gitimate heirs. Parkes married Mary Sims and they had 
four sons, John E., Parkes S., Munford R., and Samuel C. 
Of the three original Townsend brothers, Samuel, Parkes 
and Edmund, it was Parkes who died first in 1849. Parkes' 
son named Parkes Samuel Townsend lived on the home 
place until his death in 1910. Today, the locals at Ha
zel Green refer to the home place as the "Townsend 
Quarters". Also located on the property is the Townsend- 
Coover Cemetery. Parkes Samuel Townsend married 
Sara Coover. The brothers Munford R. and Samuel C. 
lived and died in Alabama. John Edmund Townsend 
is a mystery and lost to history after 1860.

John E. Townsend married Sara Freeman. They 
had three children, Sara, Martha and Parkes. John E. 
was heavily involved in the Townsend estate and was 
subject to many lawsuits. Records indicate that he was 
at odds with his brothers.

The Townsend wealth was tied up in litigation and 
John was strapped for cash. He turned to creditors 
for relief and owed large sums of money. In December 
of 1854 tragedy struck the John Townsend household. 
Martha, Sara, and Parkes died in an epidemic. John 
E. and Sara buried their children on their Hazel Green 
property and appropriate for Townsend prominence 
placed magnificent upright tombstones on the graves. 
The tombstones are still visible if one looks right on 
to the Walker place while going north on 231 highway. Fore-

r Mowing
^Trimming

Edging 
eltaneous Yard Work

»
Miscellaneous

Have Mower
Will Travel
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closure for John and Sara came sometime after 
the tragic death of their children. Time had expired 
on their debts and John E. Townsend who came 
from wealth was soon without property.

What happened after the foreclosure is a mys
tery. In 1860 John and Sara disappear from all 
records. Some family members think that John 
and Sara packed up and went to Texas. Others 
think they are buried next to the children on the 
Walker place in unmarked graves.

The Walker place will soon be a subdivision 
and according to the Alabama Historical Com
mission there are plans to move the Townsend 
children and their tombstones. If the archeolo
gist finds five graves instead of three, the mys
tery of John E. and Sara Townsend may be 
solved. However, I believe John E. and Sara 
Townsend left Madison County in grief and dis
gust. They never looked back.

Divorce Sale
Anything belonging to my ex-husband will 

be for sale at any low price offered. Included are 
men’s clothing, two shotguns, 1 rifle, and 2 beagle 
hounds. Also have shed full of assorted tools.

from 1911 newspaper

“Put pain in its place ”
INCONTINENT SUPPLIES 
WALKERS
CANES

3058 Leeman Ferry Road
Suite L
Huntsville, AL 35801

BATHROOM SUPPLIES 
ALLBRACES 

HOME THERAPY

Store (256) 881-4158
Fax (256) 885-9775

“Government employer 
looking for good candidates. 

Criminal background 
required.”

Seen in local employment ad

NO PLACE NO PLACE LIKE HOME is a Personal Care Giver 
Referral Agency which specializes in locating, 

screening and placing qualified caregivers who 
meet the needs of your loved ones.

Subscribe To LIKE HOME
Care Civer Referral

AGENCY

SPECIALITY 
SERVICES INCLUDE:
'Senior/Elderly 
'Alzheimer's 
'Handicapped/Disabled 
'Chronic lllness/Respite 
'Rehab/Recovery 
'New Mother's 
'High Risk Pregnancy 
'Special Needs Children 
'Private Nanny

‘Certified Nurse Aids 
'Home Health Aids 
'Elderly sitters 
'Companions 
'Private Nanny 
'Personal Caregivers

We do complete 
background and drug 
tests on all applicants

256-783-8411
Cynthia D. Hieronymi - proprietor

716 East Clinton Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama, 35801

$20.00 per year

Take your kids or Grandkids - make a day of it!
Open 9-2pm weekdays, 9-4 Sat, 12-4 Sun

*Picnic Area *Playground for kids *Walking trail

Hundreds of animals to look at, many babies to feed & pet 
including: Bunnies - Goats - Cows - Miniature horse - 

Donkeys - Geese - Emus - Deer - Sheep

20 Mi. east of Huntsville on Hwy. 72 E, 
at mile marker 122

Call for directions or further information - 776-4332,
or check our web site www.oldmacdonaldsnettingzoo.com

Lots of 
baby 

animals

http://www.oldmacdonaldsnettingzoo.com
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Old Huntsville
Crossword

created by Bob Spencer

3. John____ Company started production of farm
equipment, 1946

5. Huntsville's slogan is "The___Is Not The Limit"
7. "The______ City" became Huntsville's newest Nick

Name, 1953
9. The new_____Hotel featured pre-paid electric fans, 1914
11. The Becky Pierce Municipal____ Course is in south

Huntsville
13. Big Spring Music Celebration
15___ Initials of local university

17. 'The____", Then the largest enclosed shopping center in
Alabama opened, 1966

18 ____Russell, City Council member, district 2, 2006
19. ___Brothers Supermarket opened, 1952
20. The 'TOP___LOUNGE", favorite gathering place for

rocket scientists and engineers closed, 1989
21. Huntsville added____to the public water supply, 1914
22. Construction on the Huntsville/Madison County___Port

began. 1964

24. ___Mincher, local ball player, started with Washington
Senators, 1960

25. _____Side Square, Eustis Ave extended
26. CSA President Jefferson_______Addressed a group in

Huntsville, 1861

29. ___-Quest, an interactive museum in Huntsville
34. ____Points Historic District was created in I999
35. Dr. Mary Jane Caylor_____"Superintendent of the

Year", 1990
36 Channel 25____ was dedicated 1967
37. A new___ camp was assigned to build a park on Monte

Sano, 1935

- --------------- She New einwt-----------------

MARVELOUSLY 
ENTERTAINING!

Richard Gere is absolutely lerrHk

Hollywood 18 
DTS AND DOLBY 
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy 

256-883-1101

Down
1. The first___from the Olde Town Brewing Co was

tapped in 2004
2. ___Reynolds, Huntsville Police Chief, 2006
4. _____Pope built mansion at 403 Echols St.

6 Christian Organization on Green St.

7. Huntsville's “___- Light" district was shutdown Jan. 1,
1914

8. First Huntsville Building-____ established, 1925
10 1938 Speaker of U.S. House of Rep
12. The Huntsville______ played first Basketball game. 2001
14. First curb service restaurant in Huntsville
16 Huntsville's Jim Smith gets patent for new synthetic 

____,1987

18 ______"MO" Brooks elected Madison County D A. ,1991

21. Tomahawk______Missile production began in Research
Park, 1983

23. ____Side Square, Franklin St extended
24 Huntsville voted____ in 1911
27 Fraser_____ , Huntsville Mayor 1922-1926
28. ___sightings were reported all across Huntsville, 1973
30 President"___" Eisenhower Dedicated MSFC, 1960
31. Grand opening of___ -White Hamburgers, 1954
32. Initials of ladies' organization which formed chapter in

Huntsville in 1895
33. ___Building, Early Office building for Space Contractors
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same 
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



When life urns pimple

The depression of the 1930s was a time of severe hardship for many people. In 1938 
there were 24,000 workers employed in Madison County, although there were still many who 
could not find a job and depended on the $8 unemployment check they received every month.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week 

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office
UPS Shipping
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