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TOO
YOUNG 
TO DIE

“I know I’m going to 
die,” said Laurie, “but 
the thought of leaving my 
husband and children is 
so painful. I’ll never 
again be able to tell Will 
how much I love him 
and I’ll never be able to 
share another Christ
mas with my children.”

Also in this issue: Your Christmas Memories
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TOO 
YOUNG TO 
DIE

My Darling Will,
There are so many things I 

want to say but I don’t know 
where to begin. I remember 
when we first met and you 
were wearing that funny cap 
and laughing at some joke. I 
fell in love with you that 
day.......

Most people who knew Will 
Harrison and Laurie Sisco de
scribed them as the perfect 
couple. He was a tall handsome 
man with a shock of unruly hair 
that always seemed in need of 
combing. Laurie was a slender 
beautiful blonde, full of energy, 
always with a big smile and a 
twinkle in her big blue eyes; the 
kind of person that people loved 
to be around.

They had met while both 
were attending college in Bos
ton on scholarships. A friend 
had introduced them and it was 
love at first sight.

“.... I remember the first 
time we kissed. I had read a 
magazine that afternoon with

Huntsville

Each office hdependently owned and operated.

2420 L & N Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Office: (256) 551-0557 Fax: (256) 512-9757
Direct: (256) 656-2939 racheallamb@comcast.net 
www.racheallamb.com

an article on “The Perfect Kiss.” 
You didn’t know it but I was de
termined you were going to kiss 
me that night. When you did I 
was so worried about whether 
I was doing it right.....”

In 1959, Will graduated and 
landed a job with an aerospace 
company in Huntsville. Although 
Laurie still had another year left 
to get her degree there was no 
question about what she wanted; 
a family. With a few close friends 
in attendance they were married 
on a Friday afternoon at City 
Hall. Early the next morning, 
with their car loaded down and 
a rocking chair tied on top, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harrison began their 
trip to Huntsville, Alabama.

It was so beautiful 
when we came across the 
mountain and saw Huntsville 
for the first time. The leaves 
were changing colors and the 
city looked like a small jewel 
set in the middle of a glorious 
easel painted with swaths of 
red, yellow and brown....”

The Harrison’s first home 
was a rooming house on 
Holmes Avenue. Housing was at 
a premium in Huntsville and as 
Will recalled years later, “We 
were lucky to find that.” Never 
the less, they were blissfully 
happy with their new lives.
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Although neither had ever 

lived in the South before, the 
young couple thrived in their 
new surroundings. They were 
young, in love, and made every 
day a new adventure. Their two 
small rooms seemed to be a 
magnet for new friends who 
would stop by with a bottle of 
wine or a pot of chili. The 
Harrison’s welcomed the gra
cious southern hospitality and 
in no time felt as if Huntsville 
was indeed “home”.

Several months later they 
found, and rented, a small home 
on Beirne Avenue. The only fur
niture they had was a rocking 
chair and a few wooden boxes.

“They didn’t care,” remem
bered a friend. “They were so 
much in love that the little house 
seemed like a mansion. We used 
to go over there and sit on the 
floor while playing charades or 
rummy. Laurie was always so 
enthusiastic and bubbly you 
would forget you were sitting on 
the floor."

“A few weeks after they moved 
in a bunch of us got together 
and had a “home party” for

“Average weight of
Americans drops to 250 

pounds.”

Newspaper headline in 2029 

them. The idea was that everyone 
was to bring something for the 
house, or an extra piece of furni
ture they no longer needed. Will 
and Laurie ended up with nine 
end tables, three lamps and a 
bed.”

"... I cried when I saw what 
they had done for us. It was 
hard to believe that we had 
been blessed with such dear 
friends....”

Life was good for the young 
couple. Will enjoyed his job and 
Laurie went to work part time 
at W.T. Grant, a department 
store downtown. After work 
Laurie would rush home to pre
pare dinner for her husband. 
When people teased her about 
it she would laugh, saying “It’s 
my job. He cuts grass, carries 
out the garbage and I cook.”

Two years into the marriage, 
the Harrison’s welcomed a new 
baby boy into the world. A year 
after that, the family was com
plete with the arrival of a baby 
girl. It seemed as if things 
couldn’t be more perfect.

“ .... Sometimes when I look 
at Kenny and Margie my heart 
could burst. It is so hard to be
lieve that you and I brought 
something so beautiful into this 
world...”

In a perfect family, there is a 
perfect mother. Laurie was in
deed that. She organized
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various parties for all the small 
kids in the neighborhood, allowed 
them to play with the water hose 
in the back yard on hot days and 
took not only her kids, but other 
neighborhood kids trick-or-treat
ing on Halloween.

Laurie’s favorite holiday was 
Christmas, though. She would 
begin right after Thanksgiving 
decorating the house with lights 
and greenery, turning it into a 
magical place for the children. 
Although the house was small 
she always insisted on getting 
the largest Christmas tree pos
sible. Will would pretend to 
grumble about having to move 
the couch out of the living room 
to make space for the tree. Of
ten she would bake cookies, and 
after turning the radio to a sta
tion playing Christmas music, 
she would curl up on the couch 
and read Christmas stories to 
the children. Like all children, 
they were intrigued by Santa 
Claus; and like all good moth
ers, she would tell them all 
about Santa’s magic and the 
spirit of Christmas.

Christmas Eve was a spe
cial time in the Harrison house
hold. After sending the children 
to bed, Laurie would sit up late

“I’ve had a good round of 
golf when i didn’t fall out of 

the golf cart.”

Buddy Hackett 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the 
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

wrapping presents. Will would sit 
in amazement watching his wife 
and thinking how blessed he truly 
was. The next morning Margie 
and Kenny would jump out of bed 
and rush to see what Santa had 
brought them, and every year.. .it 
was exactiy what they had asked 
for.

"... They were always so 
excited. They really believed in 
Santa Claus.”

It was the perfect life for the 
perfect family but all of that 
would soon come crashing 
down. Like a kaleidoscope, life 
is constantly changing and for 
Will and Laurie, it did in a big 
way. A way they could never have 
prepared themselves for.

Laurie had always been the 
picture of health; vivacious and 
full of energy, so when she began 
to have periods of exhaustion she 
didn’t think much about it. With 
three and four years olds she kept 
busy all the time. After all, being 
tired was part of being a mother.

As summer approached and 
then slowly dragged on, Laurie 
was becoming more and more 
tired and even listless at times. 
She often would have to force 
herself to do even the smallest 
task and then it would drain the 
energy right from her body. The 
initial few pounds she lost didn’t 
worry Laurie, after all she had 
had two children and like most 
women was glad to lose a few 
pounds. However, that combined 
with the sallow look on her face,
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caused concern for Will. Laurie 
brushed it off, and assured her 
husband that she was fine.

One night after dinner, Will 
was startled to hear the sound of 
plates crashing to the floor in the 
kitchen. Rushing to see what was 
wrong, he found Laurie gripping 
the edge of the counter top, trying 
to keep from falling. After helping 
her to bed, Will called the doctor 
and made an appointment for the 
next morning.

Although the examination only 
took a few minutes, it seemed like 
hours to Laurie and Will. When the 
doctor came back into the room, 
the look of concern on his face 
said more than his actual words.

“I want Laurie to go to Nash
ville for some tests. Some of her 
lymph nodes have an abnormal 
enlargement.”

The Harrison’s besieged the 
doctor with questions but he 
wouldn’t say much. “Let’s just 
wait until we have the test re
sults before we get too excited.”

Two weeks later Laurie 
found herself checked into the 
hospital in Nashville. Every time 
one test was finished, the doctors 

would order another test or an
other X-ray. Laurie and Will tried 
to ask questions but there were 
no answers. “The results will be 
sent to your doctor.” Hurry up and 
wait. That’s all they could do.

Two days after returning 
home, Laurie’s doctor called. 
“Laurie, I want you to come to my 
office in the morning and I want 
you to bring Will with you.”

That night was the longest 
night in their brief marriage. As 
they lay in bed holding each 
other as if they couldn’t let go, 
both tried to be positive on the 
outside for the other’s sake. They 
knew, deep inside, the news was 
bad. If not, the doctor would 
have said so on the telephone.

“.... I was so scared and 
then you took me into your 
arms and told me you loved 
me...”

One look at the doctor’s face 
answered many of their ques
tions. “I’ve been a doctor for al
most thirty years and this is one 
of the hardest things I have ever 
had to do. The tests came back 
positive for cancer.”

A flurry of questions fol-
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lowed; operations, treatments, 
specialized care, clinics???

The doctor slowly shook his 
head. “It’s too late. It has spread 
too far.”

Laurie and Will sat there 
unbelieving, not knowing what 
to ask or say.

“Two months, four months, 
maybe six months, it’s hard to 
say,” the doctor continued. “I 
will do everything in my power 
to help you but there’s not much 
I can do except keep you com
fortable.”

Will had been sitting silently 
but now he suddenly jumped to 
his feet. "I don’t believe it! We’re 
going to see another doctor!”

The doctor had anticipated 
this. Motioning toward a thick 
file sitting on his desk he said, 
“I took the liberty to make cop
ies of all the tests and examina
tions. I have also included a list 
of some of the best cancer doc
tors in this part of the country 
in case you want to get another 
opinion. Call me anytime, day 
or night,” he said while scrib
bling his home phone number 
on a piece of paper.

The next several months were 
a time of disbelief for the young 
couple as they made more and

“If it’s your mother, you can 
kiss her anytime. But if it’s 
a new person, you have to 

ask permission.”

Roger, age 6, on kissing
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more copies of the tests and X- 
rays and sent them to doctors in 
far-away cities. The only glimmer 
of hope they had was when a doc
tor in Atlanta called and wanted 
to schedule an appointment with 
them. After several days of more 
tests he confirmed what they al
ready knew but refused to accept.

Laurie continued to grow 
weaker and lose weight. By now 
the weight loss was no longer a 
few vanity pounds, it was obvi
ous that she was slowly drift
ing away. Will tried to do every 
thing humanly possible but there 
was really nothing he could do. 
Sometimes he would grow so 
frustrated he would go out to the 
garage and pound the walls with
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his fists as sobs wracked his 
body. “Why?” he would scream 
silently, “Why Laurie?” The guilt 
of knowing it was her instead of 
him was more than he could bear.

Not wanting her to see the ef
fects it was having on him, Will 
would dry his tears, go back into 
the house to try and comfort her 
however he could. The feelings of 
helplessness grew more and more 
as each day passed.

Laurie went through all of the 
emotions: shock, depression, and 
disbelief. Disbelief, however, 
turned to anger. “It’s not fair,” she 
would scream while knocking 
things off the table next to her bed. 
“I’m too young to die.”

As her condition continued to 
worsen, neighbors began taking 
care of the children. Will hired a 
private nurse to stay with her 
while he worked. Friends stopped 
by almost every day bringing 
cooked meals and offering to help. 
It suddenly felt strange that the 
same southern hospitality that 
she had once welcomed was now 
a depressing daily ritual.
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One frequent visitor was Rev
erend J. Otis King, a flamboyant 
and colorful local minister who 
was known for staging events 
such as preaching from the roof 
of a local honky-tonk.

King was also well known for 
his compassion. Anyone in the 
hospital, or sick at home, could 
expect a visit from the minister 
whether they attended his church 
or not.

At first Laurie refused to see 
the minister, telling the nurse to 
send him away. King would leave 
but he would always be back in 
a few days. Finally Laurie 
agreed to see him, with the ad
monition, “Don’t try to convert 
me!”

The visits had no set pattern. 
Sometimes they would talk 
about the children, the weather,
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world events. Other times King 
would sit silently with neither 
he nor Laurie saying a word. 
Over the course of several weeks 
Laurie became comfortable with 
the minister and began confid
ing her fears to him.

“I know I am going to die,” 
said Laurie, “but the thought of
leaving my husband and children 
is so painful. I’ll never again be 
able to tell Will how much I love 
him and I’ll never be able to 
share another Christmas with 
my children.”

Reverend King had grown 
genuinely fond of the young 
woman and as he listened to her 
talk he was moved almost to 
tears. “Maybe you can,” he said 
while holding her hand. “If you 
really want to, I believe you can.”

On a dreary December day, 
Laurie Sisco Harrison died. It 
was only a week before Christ
mas. The day of the funeral was 
cold and raining, almost as if 
the heavens too were weeping in 
sorrow.

dalon (Bella

Audra Wilson
Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care
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Although Will knew Laurie 
was going to die, nothing pre
pared him for going home and 
facing the stark reality that his 
wife was gone forever. He would 
never see her smile again; he 
would never hold her hand or 
be able to tell her how much he 
loved her.

J.C. Vaughn 
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Neighbors volunteered to 
keep the children for a week or 
so while Will struggled with his 
grief. In the days before Christ
mas, he became almost a re
cluse, not bothering to shave or 
change clothes. The once tidy 
home became littered with bags 
of trash and dirty dishes. When 
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his little Margie asked if Santa 
Claus was going to come that 
year, Will half heartedly pulled 
some bills from his wallet and 
asked a neighbor if she would 
be kind enough to buy them 
something.

Christmas Eve found Will 
sitting home alone in a darkened 
house. He knew he had to go 
get the children but dreaded the 
thought of a Christmas without 
his wife. His heart wasn’t in it. 
The phone rang. It was Rever
end King.

“Will, I need you to clean 
yourself up and meet me at the 
church office.” Will told the rev
erend he wasn’t up to visiting, 
but King insisted he needed to 
see him tonight. It couldn’t wait.

It was something in the tone 
of the minister’s voice that made 
Will, for the first time in a week, 
get up and clean himself up. Hur
riedly he shaved and changed 
clothes. When he got to the church 
he was met by one of the church 
members who was waiting for 
him. Without saying a word he led 
Will to the minister’s office. The 
room was shrouded in shadows 
with the only light being a small

“The sun never set on the 
British empire because the 
British empire is in the East 

and the sun sets in the 
West.”

Seen on 5th grade exam 

lamp on the desk.
It was obvious Reverend King 

had been sitting there, alone and 
deep in thought as he waited. 
Motioning Will to sit down, 
King asked how he was doing. 
Will made no reply. There was 
nothing he could say.

The minister sat silently for a 
few moments, watching the young 
man struggle with his grief. Fi
nally he opened a desk drawer 
and pulled out an envelope, which 
he handed to Will. Without saying 
anything else he stood up and left 
the room, leaving the door slightly 
ajar.

Will instantly recognized the 
handwriting. It was Laurie’s.

With trembling hands he 
opened the envelope and began to 
read the letter inside.

“......When you read this let
ter I will no longer be of this 
world.... There are so many 
things I want to tell you but find 
impossible to put on paper..... I 
know our children will have a
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wonderful life.... You love them so much.... I know there
must be a God in heaven because I believe he blessed 
me in letting me share my life with you.... I want you 
to know that as long as I am in your heart you will 
never be alone.... There is a time and place for every
thing and my time has come.... I know you will miss 
me as much as I will miss you but there will come a 
time when you will think of me with a smile rather 
than a tear.... I will always love you, my darling 
husband."

Will sat in the darkened office reading the pages over 
and over again. After about thirty minutes, Reverend 
King entered the room. “Are you all right?” he asked. 
Will nodded his head

“I have to go get ready for services tonight but sit 
here as long as you want.” Somewhere in the church 
the choir was rehearsing. The soft words of Silent 
Night seemed to fill the room.

Will sat there for almost an hour listening to the music 
and remembering the wonderful woman who was his 
wife and the mother of their children. For the first time 
in months he was at peace with himself.

When he pulled into the driveway of his home he 
noticed lights on inside and wondered if he had left them 
on. As he opened the front door the first thing he no
ticed was a huge Christmas tree, gaily decorated with 
twinkling lights, tinsel and ornaments. Under the tree 
were mounds of Christmas presents with col-
orful bows and ribbons.
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before him, Will stood motion
less. The house was spotless, 
the dishes had all been washed 
and the garbage had been car
ried out. It was almost as if 
Laurie had never left. Suddenly 
the door swung open and the 
children came running in from 
the neighbors house.

While struggling to remove 
their scarves and jackets, the 
children started to toss their 
caps onto the couch; a bad habit 
their mother had always tried 
to break them from. This time 
however, the couch had been 
moved. As their little eyes 
scanned the room, they too were 
stopped in their tracks by the 
sight of what appeared to be the 
magic of Christmas.

The children, frozen in the 
moment, stared at the biggest 
tree they could have ever imag
ined. Under the tree were pre
sents galore. The special care 
that was taken in the decoration 
of the tree and the wrapping of 
each and every gift left the chil
dren with no doubt as to where 
they came from.

Feeling a tug on his coat 
pocket, Will looked down to see 
his daughter’s little face staring up 
at him. He had never realized that 
his little Margie had the exact 
same hair color as her mother. 
Or that they shared the same 
little pug nose and deep blue 
eyes.

“Yes, Margie?” He could barely 
see her through the tears welling 
up in his eyes.

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

“See Daddy, there really is a 
Santa Claus!”

As the same calming sense 
of peace overtook him once 
more, Will smiled at the tree 
and then his children before re
plying. “Of course there’s a Santa 
Claus, Margie. Of course there 
is.”

Real Estate 
from 1909

24 acres with good house, barn 
and outbuildings. Will sell for 
$1,700 or trade for suitable place 
in city.

House for rent on Meridian Pike 
- $250 per year. Must be church 
going and of good character.

1200 acres of timbered moun
tain land - will sell all or part at $6.00 
per acre. Will hold note.

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

883-0187
4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599
800 holmes Ave. Five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

li/lw-e t/e, 
clicks is 
dietin'/

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! IVe Cater!!!

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

GREAT BODY WORK
TORTHE.VE.RYBE5TIN

STRESS RELIEVING 
BODYWORK 

5F0RT5 FITNE.55 
CONDITIONING 
RELAXATION

TOR YOUR
INDIVIDUAL
PHYSICAL

WLLLbtING 
GOALS

ARN HANSON

256-776-5475
HOME OFFICE HOTEL
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A Real
Job

by Judy C. Smith

It's Christmas Eve 1985 and 
mother, M.D., Scott, Brent, 
Creighton, Allison, Warren, 
Martin and I are going out to 
our annual Christmas Eve din
ner (I only cook on Christmas 
Day and it takes two weeks to 
prepare). This year Dee is in 
California because he's in the 
Army and also having to have 
his gall bladder taken out on 
Christmas Eve. Mother and 
Brent will fly out to visit him a 
few days after Christmas, but 
we can't go with the family out

Need Someone 
to talk to 

your Club?

Long time Huntsville native 
and regular writer for Old Hunts
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad 
to speak before your group about 
Huntsville, the way it used to be. 
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded 
speaker whose talks about 
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed 
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston 
(256) 656-9575 

of school and a new baby likely 
to be here.

After dinner, we are all at 
our house, mother asks me if I 
will get her a glass of water, and 
here I am four days past my de
livery due date, have gained forty 
pounds and I'm doing good just 
to walk around and still oblig
ing everyone on their wants. It's 
9:45 p.m. and Oh My God, my 
water breaks, which means the 
baby is on the way. I say, "Guess 
What, M.D.?" as he is prepar
ing toys and being Santa since 
we just got all the kids to bed, "We 
need to go to the hospital." "Can't 
you wait?" he replies, "I have got 
to get the Santa stuff put out be
fore the kids wake early in the 
morning." I asked him which was 
more important, delivering toys or 
delivering a baby. He got the point. 
Being nearly done, he was able to 
hurriedly finish in fifteen minutes 
and we were at the hospital shortly 
after 10:00 p.m., with my mother 
home to keep the kids through the 
night as well as Scott who is now 
21 years old and we can depend 
on him to get the rest of the Christ
mas work done and even handle 
the next morning when the kids 
wake up if necessary.

Attention Homeowners
Age62&Older

Reverse Mortgages
* FHA - Hud Approved, Insured Program
* Receive Tax Free Money From Home Equity
* No Repayment Required While You Live In 

Your Home
* No Credit Check

* We Make House Calls
Call 1-888-765-0093 - Alabama

William Mark Spry - Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Safeway Mortgage - 770-434-9486 

2655 So. Cobb Drive - Smyrna, Ga. 30080 
Georgia Residential Mortgage Lie. # 6400

“Why do you sit there looking 
like an envelope without any 

address on it?”

Mark Twain
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You might not think the eighth child 

would take nine hours to arrive, but Owen 
is not known for being on time. He was 8 
pounds and 13 ounces and 22 inches long, 
and came screaming into this world at 8:10 
a.m. and was a Christmas Day Angel. The 
nurses gave him a red elf hat to wear for 
Christmas. Happy Birthday, Owen.

Each year we will put up his Merry Birth
day Tree, and I tell him only angels are born 
on Christmas Day, but he says he'll never 
get to have a birthday party on my birthday, 
like everyone else does, so we pick his 1/2 
birthday for June 25th and that will be it. It 
worked for a while, having swimming birth
day parties while he was little.

In the past I did some artwork for Sears, 
taught dancing, both in Huntsville and 
Tuscaloosa, organized the kindergarten at 
the First Baptist Church on Monte Sano 
mountain, owned and ran a vending ma
chine business, taught swimming for twenty 
three years, ran a day care in my home with 
six additional children each day for thirteen 
years, and cooked supper every night for 
eleven people, including the house keeper, 
Ida Mae, who couldn't cook.

Well, time passed. I've had a child at 
home for forty-two years. Owen is twenty 
and going off to the University of Alabama. 
My, how time flies when you're having fun. 
It's time to "put a table cloth on the stove," 
cover it up and no more big dinners at 
night with silver candle sticks, cloth nap
kins and a milk pitcher (no carton on my 
table). Now it will be Hardees, McDonalds, 
and Steak-Out and paper products all the 
way. Just throw them in the garbage when 
finished or maybe a flash back and wash 
a few plastic forks and cups to use, just 
in case.

The other night I had company over 
for dinner, the works, on the patio. I used 
place mats, cloth napkins, silver, china, 
flower centerpiece of coordinated flowers, 
home cooked meal and it was really good. I 
thought maybe I could still pull off a decent 
get-together again, when Warren walked in 
from Birmingham Southern, where he is 
now a true Southern Gentleman. He says,

“A successful marriage isn’t finding 
the right person - it’s being the right 

person.”
Jerri Carter, Athens

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 

Customers in the world!

Behind the Red Caboose on 
Church Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV

Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio 

Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Fun Foods prepared 
by our own chef. 

Including:
Steak Philly 
Catfish Fillet 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
SmokeyMountain

Chicken
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks 
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias
Chicken Philly 
Classic Club
Filet Mignon

Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries
Corn Nuggets 
Fried Squash
Sauteed Shrimp
Fried Green Tomatoes 
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Battered French Fries

Live music on the "Depot Patio"

Featuring Tony Mason 
Every Thursday night
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"Mom, the place looks great, just 
like Martha Stewart would do. 
Have you been in j ail?" So much 
for patio parties, I'll try something 
else.

I did buy and run an 
embroidery business, which is 
great fun. M.D. says I'll 
monogram anything that will sit 
still long enough, including my 
cars.

Now Owen is twenty and left 
to attend the University of 
Alabama where M.D. and I went 
to school. He turns to me and 
says, "Momma, why didn't you 
ever learn to do something and get 
a real job?"

So now, if my friends can't find 
me, I've gone in search for A REAL 
JOB. You inspire me, Owen.

“Anybody who doesn’t know 
what soap tastes like never 

washed a cat.”

Sammy Johnson

Want Ads 
from 1907

- Wanted - agent for Nashville 
Banner. Pays forty dollars a 
month. Must be reliable and a 
hustler. See John H. Lackey, 
Huntsville Hotel.

- Wanted - white woman for 
house work and place for a boy 
twelve years old for his board 
and clothes to work around the 
house or farm. Must furnish 
own clothes. Apply at Salvation 
Army quarters, 703 Pratt Ave., 
or call phone 181.

- Lost - two $ 10 bills, one gold 
certificate and a silver certifi
cate, between Clinton and Madi
son Streets. Reward for return 
to J.M. McKee.

- For rent - two furnished 
rooms heated by furnace. Men 
preferred. 242 Walker Street. 
$1.50 a week.

R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.

RGNGENERAL CONTRACTOR
General Contractors 

Residential & Commercial 
Specializing In

Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust"

533-9016
^qODYANDERSQ^

YOUR FULL SERVICE FORI) DEALERSHIP

539-9441
www.woodyandersonford.com

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop 
Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm

Showroom Hours
Monday-Friday 8:30am-8:00pm

http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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Your Christmas Headquarters

A Locust Leaves It’s Shell
Collected columns by Bill 
Easterling, one of Huntsville’s 
most beloved writers - $15.00

A Locust 
Leaves Its Shell

Bill Et&terling

i

The Life of Wernher von Braun 
by Bob Ward with foreword by
John Glenn - $29.95

52 Weekends in the Tennessee Valley. 
A lighthearted look at the region’s loca

tions, attractions and festivals. Charles T. 
Frew & Daniel R. Frew. $24.95

Huntsville’s Sketchbook
Huntsville’s artists and writers team up to bring you a 
delightful look at our city. By Jacquelyn Gray with a 
foreword by Homer Hickum - $39.95

Incidents Of The War
Cilvil war journal of Mary 
Jane Chadick.
By Nancy Rohr - $16.95

SI1TSTIUB

COOKBOOK

Scenic North Alabama
A travel guide to North 
Alabama’s hidden natural 
treasures.
By Robert Schuffert - $27.95

Huntsville in Vintage Postcards
Postcard History Series - 

by Alan Wright. $18.99

Huntsville Heritage 
Cookbook

Over 100,000 copies sold!
$15.95

Garden Gate
The Gardens of Historic 
Huntsville.
By Donna McPherson
Castellano - $30.00

SHAVER’S
Booksto

2362 Whitesburg Dr. Huntsville, Al (256) 536-1604

Celebrating 200 Years of 
Huntsville’s History 

Specializing in Books of 
Local and Regional Interest 

shavers@mindsDring.com

mailto:shavers@mindsDring.com
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Remembering 
Christmas

by Malcolm Miller

I know that everyone remem
bers the day and time when they 
found out that Santa was really a 
fictional character and not as real 
as he had always seemed when 
we were small.

In my wife's case, her father 
had been called to the war; it 
was World War II at that time, 
so she (age 6), her Mother and 
her sister (age 8) had to move 
to a small house in town.

They had been living in the 
country. When they moved in she 
and her sister found some beau
tiful little orange glass dishes 
under the porch of the house 
where they moved. They were 
afraid to show their Mother, as 
she would not let them keep 
things that did not belong to 
them.

Then, guess what? The 
dishes ended up on Christmas 
morning being under the tree 
from Santa. Instead of a great 

Christmas, it was a Christmas 
of broken hearts. Her Mother 
had found the dishes and be
cause times were hard used 
them for items from Santa not 
knowing the girls had found 
them first.

As for me, I am the young
est of seven boys. All of my 
brothers were quite a bit older. 
Every Christmas Eve all seven 
boys would put their caps on 
the hearth and every Christmas 
morning the caps would be filled 
with candy, oranges, and raisins 
for the older boys and candy, 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
*Stove ^Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

oranges, raisins and a small toy 
for the younger boys. It was a 
very exciting time when we would 
all wake up and see our caps 
filled to the brim with goodies. 
This was the only time of year 
we would have candy, raisins 
and oranges as we were share
croppers and the winters were 
rather slim when it came to ex
tras.

My brothers were enjoying the 
benefits of Santa way into their 
teenage years. When I was seven, 
just a few days before Christmas, 
my Father and I were walking to 

®iff Sill
Attorney Sxiv

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Suite B (256) 534-4503 Fax
Huntsville, Al (256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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the local store and Dad said, 
"Son, there will not be a Santa 
this year, when we go to the store 
you can pick out some firecrack
ers for Christmas." I developed 
a big knot in my stomach. This 
was so hard for me to believe.

I felt this was very unfair as 
all of my older brothers had 
been able to enjoy having Santa 
treats way into their older years 
and after this talk with my Fa
ther we never put our hats on 
the hearth again.

There are several phases of 
Christmas. It was exciting for me 
and my brothers when we were 
receiving Santa presents in our 
caps. Then when I married and 
had three children of my own it 
was exciting during their younger 
years to see what Santa would 
put in their stockings.

Their excitement on Christ
mas morning was so wonder
ful to see. It reminded me of my 
younger years and how happy 
we were on Christmas morning.

Now I have grandchildren 
and great grandchildren and it 
is wonderful to see them at 
Christmas and see how excited 
they are seeing their gifts.

“A guy who drives 
A car wide open 
Is not Thinkin’ 

He’s just Hopin’”

Burma Shave sign you used 
to see on highways

TH
TRET
SHOP

Guitar • Banjo 
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 
Repair

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL J5B05 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 
Fax: (256) 430-1081

Died In a 
Dentist Chair

Mrs. C.E. Jordan died very 
suddenly while in the care of her 
dentist. Death was attributed to 
heart failure. Eleven teeth had 
been extracted by Dr. W.S. 
Meyers. Mrs. W.C. Miller of 
Huntsville, a sister of Mrs. Jor
dan who was with her at the 
time, and Mrs. John Glenn, her 
mother, became hysterical when 
they learned the news, and were 
compelled to be placed under 
the care of their physicians.

from 1900 newspaper

OUTDOOR PATIO & LIVE MUSIC!
ffi^OpicaleSportsta

(DOW m i OU
10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

www.alphaestatesales.corr

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with 

of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our

customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A., 
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

Medicare Supplement
And/or Part D Prescriptions

Available on Disability 
or Age 65 and up. 
$0-160 monthly

For More Information

(256) 859-7477
or Toll Free (Alabama Only)

1 -866-709-4908

BiterMendly
Great Food
FullKitd«n

Pool

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On 
The Street 

by Cathey Carney

Our winner for the November 
Photo of the Month was Judy 
Johnson, of Huntsville. The 
photo was an adorable shot of 
Doug Martinson, Sr. an attorney 
here whose family has been in law 
for generations. Judy’s uncle was 
Glenn Sherrill, the man who 
started the Krystal restaurants. 
When her grandfather Sam N. 
Sherrill heard about the concept 
of small fast-food burgers, his Nu- 
Way restaurant on the square in 
Huntsville became the first 
Krystal here!

What a surprise when 6 
screeching witches came by the of
fice just before Halloween. The 
ladies were only dressed as 
witches - Barbara Saunders, 
Karen Dekko, Jan Bush, Jill 
Fletcher and Ann Miller looked 
like the real thing and really shook 
up the neighborhood!

Lee Ann’s Place, a new res
taurant off Church street, has 
opened and is really packing in the 
crowds. The other night we talked 
with Dea Thomas Jr., Ann 
Frazier Hill, Marie Hewitt, Louie 
& Jane Tippett and Jean 
Pewitt. John Henegar was there 
with a posse of friends. Also there 
were Danny Banks, Glenn 
Watson, David Milly, Tom Ryan 
and Clyde Yarbrough. The leg

'^reating the very best communities...

Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Hampton Falls Apartment Community

ENFINGER 
STEELE 

DEVELOPMENT

Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence 
Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River 

The Bridges on the River

MCMULLEN- (StZhe ultimate community...

¥ J^OVE 1
Sandra Steele

President enfingersteele.com

endary Tony Mason was per
forming that night and he did a 
great job - so many people re
member Tony from the old days 
and love that he is playing again. 
It seems the older he gets, the bet
ter he sounds AND looks!

Bill Leatherwood, owner of 
Old Dad’s BBQ in Hazel Green, 
recently had to undergo bypass 
surgery at Huntsville Hospital. He 
is doing great and taking good care 
of him is his sweet wife 
Rosemary.

Congratulations to our friend 
Rusty Dinwiddie, of Park Sup
ply Co., for his recent champion
ship. He is a member of the 
Huntsville Senior Men’s 8.5 
Combo Tennis team who recently 
traveled to Gulf Shores, Al. to play 
for the state win. They played 4 
matches and won every one of 
them! I couldn’t even believe that 
Rusty was a senior, but you only 
have to be 50, which he is! Next 
the team travels to Baton Rouge 
to compete against 9 states for the 
Sectionals. Good luck Rusty!

Recently while out and about 
we met up with Mitch Howie and 
his beautiful wife Debra. Mitch 
is an attorney in town. They had 
just returned from a trip overseas 
and were having dinner with 
Mitch’s sister Tricia Kessler. 
Tricia looked alot like Joan Baez, 
and was gorgeous! She has a flat 
in London and is here for a visit.

Happy birthday to our buddy 
Rocco Petrella, whom many 
people know here in Huntsville!

We were saddened to hear of 
the death of Dea Thomas, Sr. 
Dea is definitely a part of 
Huntsville’s rich history and was 
a brilliant lawyer. We send our 
sympathy to Dea’s family and 
many friends.

It was geat meeting Scott 
Hamilton recently. Scott works 
at Channel 19, WHNT as IT/Broad- 
cast Engineer and loves the his
tory of our old Huntsville land
marks. What a nice guy!

It was a shock to hear that 
Albert Hall. State Legislator since 
1978, died at the young age of

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little girl has never 

lived in New York but is very fa
miliar with it here in Huntsville. 

enfingersteele.com
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70, and leaves so many friends 
and family who will miss him 
dearly.

We’re so proud of our dear 
friends Alan and Debra Jenkins 
for their gift to the city of 
Merrimack Hall, on Triana Blvd.. 
Alan and Debra will be renovat
ing the historic building and turn
ing it into a performing arts cen
ter, ready in April. You’ll be hear
ing much more about this.

We send deepest condolensces 
to Sam Zeman and the family of 
Nora Zeman. Nora was a beauti
ful lady who loved her family.

Michael Sylvester and his 
wife Lindsay are the proud par
ents of a baby boy - Michael 
Chance Sylvester, who was born 
Oct. 2. The new father is a 
brickmason in Huntsville. 
Lindsay’s mom is Kim Cappeart, 
whose husband Steve Cappeart 
sells real estate for Averbuch. 
Congratulations to you all!

We recently had an enjoyable 
evening at Carrabba’s Grill in 
Parkway Place mall, with Darryl 
& Linda Goldman. The lady who 
took care of us was Stephanie 
Anderson, and did a great job!

Liz & Joe Waggett are proud 
grandparents for the 2nd time! 
Their son Chris and his wife 
Stephanie are parents of Colin 
Wilson Waggett, the first for 
them. We hear he is just beauti
ful!

Connie Smith’s beautiful 
Mom Stella Campbell recently 
died at the age of 91. She was a 
grand, elegant lady and will be 
missed.

We all mourned the loss of 
Jim Carney, a man who was fa
miliar to so many in Huntsville. 
His friend Richard Gulyas re
members Jim as someone who 
enjoyed every minute of his life. 
Jim was a good friend and dear 
brother. He will be missed

Dear friend Cheryl Tribble 
is recuperating from surgery in 
Woodstock, GA. - she comes to 
Huntsville for a visit annually and 
just loves it here. We’re thinking 

about you, my friend!
John Bzdell’s daughter, 

Heather Bzdell, recently cel
ebrated a birthday and John 
doesn’t want to give any clues 
about his age, but she turned 27!

Carolyn Tidmore, formerly of 
Arab and now living in Huntsville, 
was that sweet lady you would see 
working at Sanders Cleaners on 
Jordan lane. She always had a 
smile for everyone. Carolyn died 
very unexepectly at the age of 54. 
We send our condolensces to her 
family and many friends.

Vivian Kruse recently suf
fered a bad fall and is slowly re
cuperating but has a really great 
attitude! We love you, Vivian!

Dick Maroon’s sweet mom 
died recently, at age 91. Mary 
Maroon’s four grandsons were 
her pallbearers. Dick and his wife 
Karen are Twickenham residents 
downtown. Our condolensces to 
Mary’s family.

Dorotha Washington and her 
sister Marie Adkins have a mes
sage for everyone - to go to your 
doctor and make sure you are 
checked for any type of cancer. 
Dorotha is going through experi
mental treatment for advanced 
lung cancer, and truly believes in 
the power of prayer. We’re think
ing of you, Dorotha.

That’s all for but always re
member how lucky we are to live

Louie Tippett, Owned & operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

in Huntsville, Alabama.
We wish you and yours a 

warm and wonderful Christmas!

L&dtty furt Boutique'

2556 A 'Whitesburg Drive 
Huntsville At 2565545615

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER 

DAMAGE 
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163
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RECIPES

Sweet Christmas Gifts
Honey Balls

1 c. butter 
1/4 c. honey
2 c. flour 
1/21. salt
21. vanilla extract
1 c. pecans, chopped 
Powdered sugar

Cream butter & honey til 
fluffy Add flour, which has been 
sifted with the salt, slowly. Add 
vanilla and nuts. Form into balls, 
place on greased cookie sheet. 
Bake at 300 degrees til light 
brown, about 30 minutes. Do 
not overcook. While still warm, 
roll in powdered sugar and let 
cool. Roll in sugar again.

Mama s Fig Preserve 

Cake

2 1/2 c. sugar 
3/4 c. butter

4 eggs
3 c. flour
11. soda
1 c. buttermilk
1 t. each cloves, nutmeg, 

cinnamon & vanilla
2 c. flg preserves
2 c. pecans, chopped 
pinch salt
Cream sugar and butter, add 

eggs one at a time, beating well 
after each addition. Sift dry ingre
dients and add to creamed mix
ture with buttermilk. Add vanilla, 
nuts, and preserves, Pour into a 
greased Bundt pan and bake at 
325 degrees for 1 hour, 20 
minutes or until done.

Rum and Sour Cream 

Fruit Sauce

1 pt. sour cream
1 1/2 c. dark brown sugar
2 T. rum
11. cinnamon

1/21. nutmeg
Mix all together and serve 

over strawberries, blueberries or 
green grapes. Store in fridge.

Cowboy Cookies

1 c. butter
1/2 c. sugar
1 1/2 c. dark brown sugar
2 eggs
2 c. flour
1/2 t. salt
11. baking soda
1 1/21. vanilla
2 c. rolled oats
2 3 1/2-oz. cans coconut
1 12-oz. pkg. semi-sweet

chocolate chips
Cream butter & sugars. Add 

eggs, flour, salt and soda. Add 
vanilla, oats, coconut and choco
late chips. Drop by teaspoonful 
onto greased cookie sheet and 
bake at 350 degrees for 15 
minutes.

EVERY sori)
MONDAY
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Free!
Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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Forgotten Onocolate 

Kisses

3 egg whites
1/2 t. cream of tartar
1 c. granulated sugar
2 T. unsweetened cocoa
1 c. pecans
1/21. vanilla extract

Beat egg whites in a small 
bowl with mixer til foamy. Add 
cream of tartar and beat til soft 
peaks form. Gradually beat in 
sugar. Fold in cocoa 1 tablespoon 
at a time. Fold in the nuts and va
nilla. Use a level teaspoon to drop 
the meringue mixture onto non
stick cookie sheet. Place in a 350 
degree oven and Immediately turn 
it off. Forget about it until the next 
day or at least 8 hours later.

Chocolate Pecans

1 c. brown sugar
2 squares semi-sweet 

chocolate, melted
1 c. flour
1/4 c. butter, melted
legg
1/2 lb. whole pecans

Mix all ingredients except 
nuts. For each turtle, place 4
pecans on greased cookie sheet, 
drop a teaspoon of dough on 
pecans. Bake for 10-12 minutes
at 350

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Country Ham 8L Fruit Baskets - Order now!
Live & Artificial Christmas Trees, wreaths & roping 
Fresh Cedar Garland for your doorways & windows 

Old-Fashioned Candy, Fruit, Nuts 
Pecan Cracker now in Operation!

(256) 539-9257 Hours 86 Mon-Sat
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sun 8-5

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Best Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

1 stick margarine, softened 
1 1/2 boxes powdered sugar
1 c. Eagle Brand milk 
1/21. vanilla extract 
1 8-oz. can coconut
1 lb. pecans, chopped
3 pkgs, chocolate chips
1/4 lb. parafin
Mix first 4 ingredients, then 

stir in the coconut and nuts. Roll 
into balls the size of large marbles 
and chill overnight in the fridge. 
Melt chocolate chips and parafin 
over hot water. Use a toothpick to 
dip each ball into the chocolate 
mixture and let dry on waxed pa
per.

Cpeamg Fudge

2 1-oz. squares chocolate
2 c. sugar
1 c. milk
2 T. butter
11. vanilla extract
Chopped pecans to taste
Melt chocolate, stir in milk 

and mix well. Add sugar, bring to 
a boil and cook until soft ball 
forms, stirring occasionally. Re
move from stove and set pan in 
ice water. Add butter and vanilla. 
When slightly cool, add nuts and 
beat til color turns dull. Pour onto 
greased plate. Cut when cool.

Here’s a good tip - Use an 
empty, tall Pringles can to 
store your leftover sleeves 

of saltines or crackers.

Peggy Stolz-Conti, 
Hazel Green

Gann Bryan, LUTCF

(256) 417-6580

1"^ Restaurant With 
The Trains!

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays
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The Ghost
Deer

For years, tales and legends 
have persisted about Keel 
Mountain, some with a basis in 
fact, others with none. Stories 
about Indian chiefs, hermits, 
and outlaws all make an appear
ance when groups of friends 
gather around a roaring fire
place on a cold wintry evening, 
but perhaps no story is as 
strange as the one we present 
here.

No one knows for certain 
where Eleanor came from; we 
don’t even know her full name. 
According to legend, she made 
her first appearance around 
1850. Farmers and travelers 
alike stopped to stare at the 
young woman trudging slowly 
up the road pulling a hand cart 
loaded with her few meager 
possessions. At every house 
she would stop and ask if, per
haps, they might have work for 
her, and possibly a place for her 
to sleep. People would later say 
that even though she always had 
a faint smile on her face, there 
seemed to be an aura of sad
ness hanging over her.

A short while later, those liv
ing in the community heard that 
she had taken up residence in 
an old abandoned hut at the foot 
of Keel Mountain. She made no 

attempt at farming and rarely, 
if ever, had contact with other 
people. She never visited the lo
cal store. People had no idea 
how she managed to survive.

Immediately, rumors began 
to spread about the peculiar 
woman living in the broken-

down hovel at the foot of Keel 
Mountain. Woodcutters and 
hunters told stories about pass
ing by her place and seeing deer, 
raccoons, and other wild ani
mals following the woman 
around as she went about her 
chores. The animals seemed to

"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

A Smoke-Free Facility!
> Snack Bar

% Cosmic Birthday Parties 
% Group Rates * Pro Shop

% Bowling Instruction Available

* Youth & Seniors ProgramsDon't forget to mention this ad to get 
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

aa: as 2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW



have no fear whatsoever of this 
strange but gentle lady. She was 
seen feeding deer by hand. They 
all appeared to co-exist in a 
peaceful kind of harmony. It was 
rumored the animals protected 
her from harm, and would let 
her know when strangers drew 
near. Other people claimed that 
it was Eleanor who protected the 
animals.

The rumors might have even
tually died down, had not two 
young men decided to go torch
hunting one night. There used 
to be a clearing on the top of 
Keel Mountain where deer 
would congregate and feed 
at night, and it was there 
the men decided to try 
their luck.

Quietly picking their 
way through the woods, 
they stopped at the edge 
of the field. Their hunch 
had been right; a whole 
herd of deer were feeding 
in the clearing, with one 
huge, solid-white buck 
standing guard. Suddenly, 
for no explainable reason, 
the buck’s head jerked up 
and every muscle in his 
body went tense. The rest 
of the herd immediately 
took flight, while the white 
buck stood perfectly still.

In the last second be
fore the white buck was 
about to flee, the young 
men raised their rifles and 
fired. Dropping their rifles 
and racing to the spot 
where they had last seen 
the deer, they came to an 
abrupt stop.

The buck had van
ished: no tracks, no 
blood-trail, nothing. It 
had completely vanished. 
The only evidence of any
thing ever being there was 
a blood soaked shawl ly
ing in the spot where the 
deer had disappeared.

The young men were at 
first puzzled, and then 

frightened as the idea began to 
sink in that, perhaps, they had 
shot a person. But no, that was 
impossible. They both agreed 
they had seen the white deer fall.

Returning home, the men 
told their families what had hap
pened. Quickly, the neighbors 
organized a search party, just in 
case there was a person lying 
on the mountain, wounded. As 
the search party fanned out 
across the mountain, it quickly 
became apparent that something 
was different.

There were no birds in the

* CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY'S-SAZIO *

bough questions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

256-704-5555
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY'S-SAZIO
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trees, no deer running in front 
of the search parties, not even a 
fleeing rabbit. It was almost as 
if all the animals had deserted 
Keel Mountain.

After searching for most of 
the next day and finding noth
ing, the men finally gave up. 
Coming down from the moun
tain, they decided to stop at 
Eleanor’s house and get a drink 
of water. It would also give them 
a chance to satisfy their curios
ity about the strange woman 
about whom they had heard so 
many rumors.

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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As they approached the 

house, they shouted out a hello. 
No answer. They shouted again.

Still no answer. The house 
looked like it was deserted. The 
door was hanging off of its 
hinges, and most of the roof had 
long since disappeared. The men 
were about to leave, when all of 
a sudden, a huge white buck 
walked out of the woods.

Several of the men raised 
their rifles and shot at the buck. 
The animal just stood there 
calmly, watching them. Other 
men began blasting at the buck, 
which stood motionless while 
the deadly barrage was taking 
place, until finally it slowly 
turned around and walked back 
into the woods.

Some of the men in the group 
were the best rifle shots in the 
county, yet it appeared as if they 
could not hit a deer standing 
only fifty feet away.

Others in the party who were 
standing off to one side later 
said that when the men began 
shooting at the deer, they could 
see bark flying off the trees di
rectly behind. It was almost, 
and they said this very hesi
tantly, “like the bullets were 
passing right through the deer.”

In the late fall of 1923, John 
Ingrams was returning home 
from a hard day at work. As he 
approached the foot of Keel 
Mountain, in the midst of a 
freak snowstorm, he was sud
denly forced to slam on his 
brakes. Standing in the middle 
of the road, directly in front of

Licensed - Insured - References

M S Masonry
Repairs 
Pavers 
Curbs 
Walk ways 
Blocks 
Stone 
Stucco

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester 
256-694-2469

his car, was a woman.
After getting out of his 

car John approached the 
spot where he had seen the 
woman a few moments 
before. The woman had 
disappeared. No sign of 
her could be found any
where. The only sign in the 
fresh snow was a set of 
enormous deer tracks.

Being curious about 
the strange tracks and the 
disappearance of the 
woman, John followed the 
tracks a short piece up the 
road to where a bridge 
crossed the stream. The 
bridge was gone, it had 
collapsed. Amazed and 
confused at the good for
tune that had saved his 
life, Ingrams was about to 
return to his car when his 
attention was drawn to the 
other side of the stream. 
Standing there calmly, not 
moving a muscle, was the 
largest buck he had ever 
seen ... and it was pure 
white.

No one has ever been 
able to explain the strange 
facts surrounding the 
woman, and while almost 
everyone living near Keel 
Mountain has seen a white 
deer at some time or the 
other, no one has ever seen 
or heard of one being 
killed.

Maybe it was some
thing that could not be 
harmed by mortal man.

Playmobil • Lionel Trains 
Department 56 
Lego • Steiff 

Madame Alexander

Ask us about our
Kid's Party Room!

Art Classes & Supplies 
Largest selection of fine art 
supplies in North Alabama

Lumpkin
Stained Glass

Custom Stained or Beveled Glass 
Residential, Commercial 

& Church

Serving the Huntsville 
area since 1971

Repairs

Supplies for the Hobbyist

Also featuring a glass gallery 
by local artists

116 Oakwood Avenue 
(256) 539-0532
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Old Huntsville 
Trivia

cya Chef’s Table
Tapas

1815 - Dr. William H. Glascow founds the town of 
Manchester about half mile above the three forks of 
Flint River. The town later becomes a ghost town as 
people move away. Today it's cotton fields.

1817 - The first church in Huntsville in built. No 
records exist as to what denomination it was.

1817 - Physicians gather at Talbots Inn on the East 
Side of the Square to discuss an outbreak of smallpox. 
Among measures talked about was the proposal to place 
armed guards on roads leading into town to prohibit 
strangers from bringing the disease to Huntsville.

1821 - The first mail robbery in Madison County 
occurs when a carrier was robbed. Among the items stolen 
were the man’s shoes.

1861 -Vigilante committees are formed to help pro
tect Huntsville in wartime.

1874 - Six newspapers are being printed in Hunts
ville at the same time.

1919 - The last County Fair is held downtown on 
the Courthouse Square. The same year, the Tennessee 
Valley Fair Association purchased land of their own on 
Church Street.

Serving a Variety of Dishes 
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes, 
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels 

Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail 
Portabelia Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini, 

Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue 
Signature Crayfish Bisque 

Basil-Balsamic Green Salad 
Homemade Desserts

Full Bar, Cozy Dining - Open Chef Kitchen

Watch us while we cook for you!

Come join us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr., 
in Jones Valley Station (just east of 

Bailey Cove) -
Hours 

Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2 
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10 

Reservations Accepted 

7914 So. Memorial Pky. 
Huntsville, Al 35802 

(256)880-7333

A Historic Home In Mooresville 
4828 High Street

Crawford—Cain House 
ca 1870

The Crawford-Cain House was built circa 1870. 
The Crawfords then sold this home to Dr. Cain who 
had come to Mooresville from Mississippi. Dr. 
Cain’s first office was over the tavern. Later he 
built an office next to his house that included an 
apothecary. This is reportedly the building that is 
now used as the guest house.

This 3 bedroom, 2 3/4 bath house and wonderful 
guest house contain 2741 sq. ft. and has 
been totally renovated. The property is 
offered at $349,900. The property has 
been recently painted inside and out. 
The kitchen has just been redone.

You can enjoy the historic lifestyle of 
Mooresville today.

Offered at only $349,900
Call Richard Van Valkenburgh

Historic & Fine Homes Specialist

From Your First Home ... To Your Finest Estate

Website: www.wwrealtor.com

vv&w
Would you like to enjoy 

this wonderful back 
porch?

Richard Van 
Valkenburgh 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI 

Historic & Fine Homes 
Specialist

aSF*
<: (i

For your most knowledgeable 
information, give us a call.

We appreciate your business!

REALTORS®
539-0505

http://www.wwrealtor.com
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A Letter
September 20, 1891
Mrs. Sally Sandlin
Dear Daughter:
I seat myself this beautiful Sabbath morning 

to answer your letter that I got from you some
time ago. I was glad to hear from you and to no 
that you was well and doing well. Sally, I have 
nothing to rite to you that would interest you, no 
more than we are all well, hoping that this will 
find you and Len both well. Well, Sally I have got 
your picture and Len's lying by me, thee look pleas
ing and it looks like they both want to say some
thing to me. What to rite. Well, I recon that you 
think that I mite rote to you sooner. I could have 
rote a letter a long time ago but I was just hoping 
you would rite. That is the only reason that I have 
for not riling sooner. Well, Sally if you will excuse 
me for not riling no sooner, I will try to rite you a 
letter once a month. Dear Daughter, if I could see 
you with your glossy black hair & rosy cheeks, 
loving smiles, tender words & kind heart with 
them lilly white hands clasp my one, that would 
been briter to me than the britest star that ever 
shone. Sally there ant many days that passes but 
what I think of you. Sally, I recon you would like 
to no something about how times is here. They are 
very hard times here. Money for horses & cattle & 
hogs cheap, corn & wheat is a very fair price. Sally, I 
recon you would like to no what sort of a crop we 
have got.. We made 60 bushels of wheat, a few oats 
& I have got about 2 acres of cotton. We have got a 
fine corn crop. We ant tending much of our land in 
corn. The land that we rented will make 10 barrels 
per acre. I have got a fine sweet potato patch, made 
rite smart of arch potatoes. No cabbis, no garden, no 
chickens, hardley heap of ducks. Sally we had squir
rel and chicken for breakfast this morning, two big 
possomes for dinner. I dont no what for supper yet. I 
must close for this time. Sally you & Len write to me 

just as soon as you get this so no more. I remain 
your affectionate father over till death.

Letter written by Henry Rutledge to Sally 
& Len Sandlin. Submitted by Nell Rutledge

150 acre farm for $4,400 7 miles from 
Huntsville. There is a substantial barn for 
horses and one for hay, several other out
buildings and a nice orchard. $25 per 
month. from 1910 newspaper

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr. 
922-0556

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Serving our Customers for 64 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store 

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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A Yankee 
Confederate

Of all the Civil War veterans 
who called Huntsville home, 
Maj. S. E Sweinhart must have 
been the most unusual.

Major Sweinhart was a 
member of an Ohio volunteer 
regiment and had participated in 
some of the bloodiest fighting of 
the war. While stationed in Ala
bama, he was captivated by the 
warm climate and the natural 
beauty of the Tennessee Valley.

When the war was finally over 
and the soldiers had stacked 
arms for the last time, Major 
Sweinhart moved to Huntsville, 
determined to make it his home. 
Feelings were running high at the 
end of the war, so it is not sur
prising that he was greeted with 
scowls and bitterness.

"Damn Yankee," the Huntsville 
natives would say as they passed 
him on the streets. "Damn 
Rebels," the Major would mutter 
under his breath, while looking 
straight ahead.

But time has a way of heal
ing all wounds and as the Ma
jor grew into old age, he began 
taking his place on the old court
house bench, reliving and re
fighting the battles of his youth. 
An old Yankee officer and old 

Confederate veterans, with noth
ing in common except the blood 
spilled on battlefields years be
fore.

Slowly the town began to ac
cept the old soldier and the 
scowls he used to encounter on 
the streets turned to smiles. 
Sweinhart became involved in 
community affairs and became 
active in veterans affairs. Of 
course the only other veterans 
in Huntsville were ex-Confeder- 
ates.

In 1927 Major S. E Sweinhart 
was awarded the highest acco
lade ever given to a Yankee by 
Confederate veterans. The story 
can best be told by a newspaper 
article of the day.

"He was invited to dinner 
this week to attend a dinner 
given by the Daughters of the 
Confederacy to members of the 
Egbert Jones Camp of Confed
erate Veterans at the home of 
Robert A. Moore, acting adju
tant for the Third Brigade, Ala
bama Division. He was wel
comed with hand clasps and 
smiles. After dinner, the old vet
erans invited him to attend their 
business meeting. When discus
sions lagged a little, Maj. 
Sweinhart who had remained in 
a corner deep in thought, rose 
and stood at attention. "Men," 
he said, with a shake in his 
voice, "I've lived down here so long 
I feel like I belong here." His voice

GLASS
For Any Purpose 

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters 

Etc!

All edge* ground 
and polished.

Call 364 and let 
us make you an 

estimate.

Huntsville 
Glass & Paint Co.
(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
66 years in business 

and Counting! 
534-2621 

2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“An invisible car came out of 
nowhere, struck my vehicle, 

and vanished.”

Seen on recent auto 
accident report

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* ... ■ . EOUALHOUSING

Transportation provided to Grocery Store opportunity

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until alter completion of the 
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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quivered again as he added, "And 
by golly, I want to belong to you." 
The Confederate veterans gave a 
hearty cheer, and one of them 
proposed Maj. Sweinhart for 
membership. The proposal was 
accepted immediately and "the 
major" was accepted as a mem
ber of the camp by unanimous 
vote.

He now belongs to the Egbert 
Jones Camp of Confederate vet
erans and is believed to be the 
only Union soldier in the country 
who has experienced such a 
transformation."

When Major Sweinhart died, 
an honor guard consisting of Con
federate veterans stood guard 
during the funeral ceremony. His 
body is buried in Maple Hill Cem
etery, next to the other veterans 
he had grown to love. 

the other day, and when he 
awoke he owed the company 
$13.70, at .10 a trip.

- A very wealthy farmer of 
Decatur has this Notice pasted 
up in his field: "If any man's 
or woman's cows or oxens gits 
in these here otes, his or her 
tail will be cut off as the case 
may be."

- A Huntsville minister was 
dismissed when it was discov
ered that he did not believe the 
warning against the wages of 
sin did not apply to him.

- A father near New Market 
is preparing to send his daugh
ter to Nashville in search of a 
husband. All the eligible local 
beaus are cousins.

- A home near Gurley was 
destroyed when its owner used 
dynamite to get rid of rats.

Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery 
Faux Iron Solutions

Rand W. Gaylord
Cell: (256) 468-9465
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

Newspaper 
Clippings 
from 1893

s
- A local leader of the 

Scottsboro Temperance Society 
was unable to attend the meet
ing last week. He had been ar
rested for public intoxication.

- The city of Guntersville has 
a ladies' society called the "Sis
ters of Silence." It has two mem
bers, and they are both deaf and 
dumb.

- A farmer near Hazle Green 
is advertising for a wife. The last 
four did not work out.

- A fight broke out at Maple 
Hill Cemetery when it was dis
covered that the deceased was 
wearing a new suit which the 
widow had stolen from her 
brother.

- The local editor of the Flo
rence paper fell asleep while 
crossing the river in a ferry boat

Plumbing Supplies - Quality Door & Cabinet Hardware 
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked - Kitchen & Bath Hardware 

Unique Sinks & Faucets

JASON.

Quality Fixtures & Hardware - Rinnai - Schlage 
Oceania - Jason - Rohl - Baldwin - Villeroy & Boch

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

http://www.randsblinds.com
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Maria Binkley 
EXIT Realty First

Real Estate Broker & Mortgage Broker
256-348-0999

We’ve Expanded -
I am now EXIT Realty First!

(formerly Binkley Real Estate & Financial Services, Inc.)

“I have now partnered with Career Webschool to offer online real estate courses. Go 
through my website for a 30% discount. It is a great time to begin an exciting career 
in real estate with the continued training, including the cutting-edge, interactive 
video-conferencing, to help you reach your goals. Give me a call and get started
today”
IN THE EXIT SPOTLIGHT ... 
Country home with acreage in 
Toney - 3500 + Sq Ft - 4 bed
rooms - 4 baths - Isolated 
Master with private den -
22 by 35 rec room with bath and 
private entrance - pond and 6 
acres - with more acreage 
available

Welcoming New Agents: Ask me about: No desk fees, Health Insurance, Pensions, 401K 
Plans, Residuals & Much More!!!

Specialized training ... “If your real estate license is inactive, let’s talk about getting you 
trained to be a success!”

Licensed in Al & Tn, I will be glad to assist you with any property listed in the MLS!

EXIT Realty First 
256-348-0999 

www.exitrealtvf i rsth u ntsvi I le.com 
mariabinkley@msn.com

Visit my new office at 487 Capshaw Road in the Harvest - Monrovia Area.

le.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
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They Buried The 
Wrong Man

from a 1923 newspaper 

sage was received from a small town in Iowa by 
Mrs. Peters, Clarence's mother, informing her 
that a young man answering her son's descrip
tion had been killed in a freight wreck and that 
letters taken from the pockets of the body bore 
the name "Clarence Peters, Gadsden, Alabama."

The body was sent to Mrs. Peters at Gadsden

Clarence Peters, of Gadsden, Ala., after being 
buried in the family lot of a Gadsden cemetery 
and grieved as dead by a sorrowing mother, is not 
dead at all but very much alive.

A strange story, but true. It was in 1917 that 
Peters, alias Jim Holloway, was caught in Morgan 
County as a member of a gang of thieves, operat
ing in Decatur, and it was Peters who shielded his 
two comrades who were also captured, while five 
others of the "gang" escaped - and it was Peters who 
took a fifteen year sentence, refusing to squeal on 
his pals, and they went free.

Peters, still known only by the name of 
Holloway, began his prison sentence while still 
under the age of 20.

It was in 1918 that he escaped from the state 
prison and stayed at his mother's home in 
Gadsden three weeks before leaving for the West. 
His mother and brothers never knew that he was 
going under the name of Holloway.

It was only a short time after he escaped from 
prison that he was captured in a western state 
and returned to Alabama where prison bars were 
waiting for him, but relatives never learned of his 
fate.

During the latter part of the year 1919, a mes-

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net

CLBANINO & RMTOAATION

• Fine Rugs
• Carpets
• Upholstery

1494

UB
Steve Cappaert

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

Broker-Associate
651-7517 Mobile

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert© knology.net

C»iiwCAR,''“w‘SH
Modern

Equipment! Bi
SOUTH PAR

880-9899
11399 S. Memorial Pkwy.

Huntsville,Aia. 35803 Full Service Detail 1

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK 
Offering The Simplicity Plan

http://www.admiralcleaning.net
knology.net
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and grieved over by the mother 
and sons. The head and face 
were so badly mutilated that 
close identification was impos
sible. The size of the body and 
the color of the hair fitted the 
description of Clarence.

A small tombstone, pur
chased by the mourning mother 
and brothers, was erected at the 
head of the grave in Clayton 
Cemetery and Clarence, mean
while, never knowing of the cruel 
joke played on him, served on 
in the penitentiary. He steadfastly 
refused to convey the news of 
his recapture to his mother and 
the incident was forgotten in 
Gadsden except to those dear 
ones.

In 1922, Peters could no 
longer refrain from writing 
home and, under the name of 
Jim Holloway, he wrote his 
mother, inquiring of her son's 
whereabouts and feigning friend
ship with young Peters.

In the best way that a mother 
could she wrote thanking him 
for the interest he had mani
fested in her dead son, telling 
him of the calamity and encour
aging him to turn his own life 
around so that he might have a 
bright future.

The tender words of the sor
rowing mother touched Clarence 
so, and yet overwhelmed him 
with surprise over his believed 
death, that he immediately wrote 

the whole truth to his mother, and 
Mrs. Peters was soon clasping her 
son to her bosom at Banner 
prison.

Since that time Peters has 
made his seventh attempt at es
cape, and was captured Just be
fore he made good in his efforts 
to gain freedom and to try again 
his fortunes in a free world.

He is in a sad plight at the 
prison, marked for bad conduct, 
and is scheduled for the long 
route of the sentence.

Peters is still a young man, 
hardly 25.

In the meantime there is a 
grave in Etowah, containing the 
mortal remains of some 
mother's son who has been wept 
for most bitterly by the Peters 
family even though his own loved 
one are doubtless looking and 
longing for his familiar voice 
and footfalls, which they will 
never hear again.

Old Huntsville Trivia

TAX-FREE
INCOME IS THE BEST 
GIFT YOU CAN GIVE 
YOURSELF AT RETIREMENT.

1876 - New rates are posted for 
city supplied water. The rates are 
$8 for a family of less than 3, $1 for 
a family of 3 to 5, and if you have a 
private bath, it cost an additional $6.

1937 - The first State liquor 
store opens on Jefferson Street in 
the Hutchens Building. Premium 
whiskey sold for $1.25 per fifth.

With an Edward Jones Roth 
IRA, any earnings on your 
contributions grow tax-free, 
and distributions can be 
taken free of penalties or 
taxes.* You may even 
benefit from converting a 
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA.

To learn more about why an 
Edward Jones IR A can make 
sense for you, call today.

• DUMutm of earning Irani a Roth HU cauM ba 
subjact Io taxis and • 10 parceol penalty If the 
accoart b laaa man 5 nan oM and ttw raw a 
radar a* 59 > i.

Clark Williams
Investment Represenative 
Civic Plaza, Suite #115 
Huntsville, Al 35801
Bus. 256-539-8746
Toll-free 888-539-8746 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member SI PC

Edward Jones
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Renaissance
THEATRE st Lincoln Center

On the Alpha Stage in December: 
Christmas Anarchy, an Evening of Three plays 
See “The SantaLand Diaries”, “Season’s Greetings” 

and “The Eight: Reindeer Monologues”
Dec. 1,2, 8 &9 at 7:30 pm - Dec. 3 at 5 pm 

See all three plays for $14

On the Main Stage - “Dear Santa”, and “The Little 
Town of Christmas”

Dec. 1,2,6,8&9at 8pm and Dec. 3 at 2:30 pm 
Tickets $14

1216 Meridian St. - can 536-3117for 
general information and to reserve your tickets. 

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.nel

Billiard Street Cafe
Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.renaissancetheatre.nel
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Young Girl 
Scalped 
Alive!

from 1870 newspaper

While Emelia Grinnell, a 
young girl, was working last 
week in a shingle mill near here, 
under a shaft which was going 
at the rate of 200 revolutions 
per minute, her hair, which was 
very long, got caught in the 
knuckle joint, and in an instant 
was torn completely from her 
head. It took with it all the flesh 
and muscles, as well.

"From a line," says a local 
paper, "drawn around from each 
eyebrow, her skull was left white 
and bare, without a trace of 
blood or flesh." The strangest 
part of the accident is that she 
felt little or no pain, declaring 
that while it was being torn off 
all she experienced was a tick-

“My ruthlessness terrorized 
the competition and can 

sometimes offend.”

Seen on local job resume

Cunningham’s
Wicker & Rattan Furniture

Huge Sale on Wicker 
& Rattan!

702 Andrew Jackson 
Huntsville, Al 

ling sensation of her head. She 
coolly walked out of the room 
and waited patiently for a buggy 
to take her home.

The scalp, with its beautiful 
long locks of brown hair, was 
curled and entwined around the 
shaft at the joint, and when the 
mill was stopped it was taken 

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville 
Alabama

Some true and some of uncertain reliability. .. 
Have a club or group that you 
need a 
speaker for? 
Learn about 
old HuntsviUe 
in the most 
interesting 
and 

humorous
Darryl Goldman way.

Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences botn 
overseas and throughout the United States. Call (256) 520-1771. No charge- 
it's a hobby. Darryl is a licensed Realtor® at Keller Williams Realty, Huntsville, AL.

down, but no one had the pres
ence of mind to place it back on 
her head. It was nearly perfect, 
and the doctors have determined 
to tan it with the hair still on, 
so that when the girl recovers, 
it may be used as a wig. The 
case is one of the most remark
able on record.
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Christmas 
at the Farm 

by H.T.

A few days ago, as Fall fell 
and a sharp wind with almost 
frozen rain blew into my face, I 
again thought about the 
Christmas of 1983.

Christmas was always the 
greatest day of the year in our 
family. Miles would be traveled 
and all efforts would be made 
to get back to the family farm. 
Purchased in the early 20th Cen
tury and located about an hour 
away from Huntsville, the farm 
made a wonderful home for 
3 1/2 generations.

Adventure, Grandma's cook
ing and Love always abounded. 
Grandpa was a strong man of 
character, with many children, 
grandchildren, and great grand
children.

With so many to see, he had 
two favorites, my older cousin 
and myself. No sacrifice was too 
much for us to be with him. I 
often remember him picking me 

up at 6:00 pm to stay the night 
and driving me back to Hunts
ville the next morning to make 
school by 8:00 am.

I never knew if he picked us 
because we needed help or he 
thought we were special.

After he passed, my Grand
mother still held the best Christ
mas Day we ever knew. There 
was something in the air that 
told you, somebody loves you!

Late December, 1983, just 
before Christmas, word came 
that Grandma had a bad stroke 
and things might be different.

Christmas day soon rolled 

Relocating or Moving to another Home?

Who knows the area better than a
life long resident of Huntsville?

No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @ 
janemc@kw.com and I’ll be happy to send 

you information related to real estate of 
our area. Si-

Jane McElroy wiujams
REALTOR® ** realty

/ACCj T4Q Q'lRA 2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
1^30/ 340"7334 toll free (866) 519-7220

around. My miles traveled seemed 
to be the longest ever. Upon ar
rival, I saw my cousin parking his 
truck. Hardened by the Vietnam 
War, two wives and himself, he 
spoke very little.

We performed our token 
walk through the house to see if 
we could do anything and then 
went outside; still without a 
word spoken, we stood in the 
cold. The wind was sharp and 
icy rain blew upon us. Without 
a word, we shared a deep pain. 
We stood together, but we were 
deeply alone.

I don't know how long we 

Madison
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy

mailto:janemc@kw.com
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stood together. He smoked 5,6,7 
cigarettes as the ice built on his 
long sideburns. I said nothing and 
then counted trees. 1,2, 3,.., 7.... 
100, 200. It eased my mind and 
helped me not to speak.

Finally, I had to say something. 
"Sure is cold today”, I said in a 
meek tone. "It's been colder" he 
replied. Soon after, we both had 
another token walk through the 
house and left, almost simulta
neously.

By the Christmas of 1984, 
Grandma had made tremendous 
progress in getting well and ev
erything was back to normal. 
That year everybody was present 
for Christmas and the farm. 
Our family enjoyed many more 
merry Christmas days.

Later, my older cousin and I 
bought the farm. We never spoke 
too much, but we could always 
communicate.

So when the wind is blow
ing and the sleet hits my face, I 
remember Christmas 1983.

Heard on the 
Streets in 1895

- Wanted- Two hundred col
ored families to go to Texas and 
Louisiana to farm. You will be 
furnished provisions to live on 
all the year, and will be given 
credit until your first crop is made 
to pay for them and your railroad 
fare. You get wood, garden and 
a house to live in FREE. Call 
on Thos. H. Haywood. Decatur, 
Ala. Transportation will be paid.

- Money to loan on short no
tice, at 6 per cent interest. Ap
ply to A. E. Echols, 113 Eustis 
Street.

While toying with a revolver 
last Monday night, the carriage 
driver of Mr. A. Campbell acci
dently discharged it, the ball 
striking the cook, inflicting a 
dangerous and maybe a fatal 
wound.

At last report the woman was 
resting easy.

Try Our 
Sushi Boat 

PARTY 
PLATTER

Live Entertainment Fri. Nites with

“Edgar”
* Great Wine Selection

* Delicious Sushi Bar

Let us host your upcoming 
birthday parties, recep

tions, club meetings, etc. 
Beautiful and spacious! 

a Nutiu, 
tG

6565 Hwy 431 South 
Hampton Cove - 536-3690
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The First 
Christmas

by Lois Miller

When my immediate family 
came to Huntsville over forty 
years ago to work at the arse
nal, I was a very young Mother 
with two young children. I was 
away from my parents and other 
friends and relatives for the 
first time at Christmas and I 
was feeling rather sad about 
that.

We were living in a trailer 
park on Triana Boulevard. I 
prepared the regular Christmas 
decorations, with tree, etc., 
however something was really 
missing, family and also friends 
from back home. We had not 
yet found many new friends here 
as we were both working and 
taking care of the household.

Store Rules 
From 1856

- The store must be open 
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. year 
round.

- All lamps must be 
trimmed, refilled and the chim
neys cleaned; pens made, doors 
and windows opened, a pail of 
water and a bucket of coal must 
be brought in before breakfast.

- The store must not be 
opened on Sunday unless nec
essary, and then only for a few 
minutes.

- Each employee must give 
not less than $5.00 per year to 
his church and must attend 
church regularly.

- Men employees are given 
one evening a week for courting.

- After fourteen hours of 
work, leisure time should be 
spent mostly in reading.

On Christmas Eve there was 
a knock on the door and there 
was Santa with gifts for the chil
dren. These were some people 
that worked with my husband 
trying to make a rather sad event 
a happy one. It worked. There 
is nothing like Southern hospi
tality, then, now, and forever.

I still have friends and rela
tives back home, however, I have 
now for many years called 
Huntsville my home and have 
many family members and 
friends here, however I will al
ways remember our first Christ
mas in Huntsville and the hap
piness it brought.

“I’m not rushing into being 
in love. I’m finding second 

grade hard enough.”

Rachel Wilson, 7

Plate Lunch Special ll.-OOam-130pm

DEE'S DINER
1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert 

(Includes Drink & Tax)
. 2007-Ck Memorial Pkwy *851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

Help A Local Family 
and get fully deductible tax

savings for yourself!!
More than 100 “working poor” 

families here in Huntsville need a car. 
You can help by donating your used 
car and you will receive a tax benefit.

Your car will not be auctioned, but 
will be given to a grateful family.

551-1610
Family Services Center 

www.fsc-hsv.org

References
A/e Specialize in Historic Home

John M. Bzdell 326-8053

http://www.fsc-hsv.org
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Heard on 
the Streets 
in 1899

- Charles Hawk, a young 
painter of Huntsville, about 24 
years old, while attempting to 
jump on a running freight train 
that was passing Dallas Mills 
Sunday afternoon, missed his 
footing and fell with his right 
leg under the wheels. It was so 
badly crushed that it had to be 
amputated three inches above 
the knee. The operation was per
formed by Drs. W. C. Wheeler 
and Felix Baldridge, and the 
patient today is doing as well as 
can be expected.

- On Thursday last. Mr. 
John Hertzler was riding in a 
buggy on Clinton Street in this 
city. His horse took fright near 
the Baptist Church, ran away, 
and ran the buggy against a tree 
on the opposite side of the 
street, throwing Mr. Hertzler out 
and breaking loose. The horse 
ran off. Mr. H. was knocked in

sensible, was taken into Mr. Thos. 
Jamar's house, remained there 
for two days, and so far recovered 
as to be taken home. Mr. Hertzler 
is a good citizen and we rejoice to 
learn that he is recovering, with
out permanent injury, and should 
be fine in no time.

- For Rent - offices on Bank 
Row. $22 per month. Apply to W. 
L. Clay. Huntsville or C.C. Clay in 
Gurleysville. Ala.

- Information Wanted - In 
search of Mrs. Frances W. 
Ger kin, a music teacher, nearly 
blind, who left Norfolk. Virginia 
some years ago and is reported 
to have been drowned while 
crossing the Tennessee River, 
four or five years ago.

- A son of Lira Elliot, of 
Lincoln Village, aged ten years, 
was ill for a year and although 
having a ravenous appetite, grew 
emaciated. His physician gave 
him some medicine that pro
duced nausea and he was 
choked by the appearance of a 
snake which required all the 
doctor's force to draw from his 
mouth. It was striped and eigh
teen inches in length.

The lad recovered and is 
better.

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-B00K (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

John’s Jungle Jyms

k 4008 Holmes Avenue
I % 837-4761

” .ism®.
. ■ \ X ! i. it J

==. 5# 'T-T

MOSS VALLEY
Hobby Shop
320 Church Street 

Historic Huntsville Depot 
256-536-33-3

HUNTSVILLE'S 
TRAIN STORE 

A Model Railroaders Paradise

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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"It's Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Merry Christmas!

Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Grandkids Austin Pinkerton, Lil Billy Leatherwood and Chase Murphy wish all of our 
friends and customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year too!

A special thanks to our customers 
for the past eleven years in 

business. Thank you for keeping us 
in your hearts and prayers. 

Vl/e love all of you.

14163 Highway 231/431 North 
Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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A
Christmas 
Gift

by Tommy Towery

Not all Christmas holidays 
in my past are good, and not 
all Christmas presents I re
ceived were something that I re
ally wanted or was excited to get. 
Perhaps my worst Christmas holi
day ever was 1972, when I was in 
the Air Force with a B-52 unit de
ployed to Guam. I was young and 
away from my family for Christ
mas for the first time. It was a try
ing time. For those old enough to 
remember, that was the time when 
the B-52 aircraft were involved in 
a major bombing campaign in 
North Vietnam. During that pe
riod, I had ten of my friends and 
squadron mates shot down or 
ejected from their aircrafts and 
seven of them were captured and 
became prisoners of war. In ret
rospect, I now know how lucky 
I was just to be away from home 
and not sitting in a prison camp 
or worst - dead.

While there in not a direct 
Huntsville connection with the 
bad Christmas holiday, there is 
certainly a Huntsville story in 
the tale of the worst Christmas 
present I ever received as a child.

Most of us kids got clothes 
and non-toy items for Christ
mas when we were growing up. 
We accepted them as a neces
sary part of the Christmas 
present concept, but knew that 
they were only added baggage to 
the real spirit of a child's Christ
mas - toys. It was always about 
toys.

For several years I have 
shared with the readers of Old 
Huntsville the stories of my fa
vorite Christmas memories and 

favorite toys I received when I was 
growing up on East Clinton Street. 
There were wonderful toys like 
race car sets, "Robert the Robot," 
and a new bicycle every few years. 
I remember the great time I had 
with the Marx "Captain Gallant 
of the French Foreign Legion" play 
set complete with fort, camels, 
palm trees, and plastic foreign 
legionnaires.

I thought it was expensive at 
$7.99 from the Sears Toy 
Catalog in the Fifties. The same 
set is now selling on the internet 
for over $700. I am lucky that I 
still have my Hubley "Atomic Dis
integrator" cap gun because a gun 
like it now frequently sells on e- 
Bay for over $75 and I would hate 
to have to pay to replace it.

Even though I remember 
many of those great feelings of 
tearing brightly colored papers 
off boxes to reveal the treasures 
inside, I cannot remember great 
Christmas presents of my past 
without remembering one that 
made me cry when I opened the 
box. I feel that I could easily go to 
counseling today to try to figure

Coffee - Espresso - Teas
Free Coffee with purchase of Coffee Makers &

Espresso Machines

Christmas Sale! 10% oft coffee
Beans, Giftware, Travel Mugs, Christmas 
ornaments, T-Shirts, Caps, Expresso Cup 

Sets and Mug Sets, Bookmarks

Every Monday - Huntsville Chess Club 6:00PM 
Every Tuesday - North Alabama Woodcarvers 

Songwriters Open Mike - every Wed. 7pm

880-6121
Every Friday - Coffee Tree Musical Showcase 7:00PM 
Every Saturday Open Mike Hosted by Pete’s Corner

Free Wireless Internet 
7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat 
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday 

A Real Neighborhood Coffee Shop

out the emotions I felt that day and 
to decide why it still bothers me 
over 50 years later. I am sure that 
most people would have long ago 
pushed the memory to the back

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

Attorney at Law
timfoote.com

PERSONAL INJURY * IMMIGRATION 
BANKRUPTCY * DIVORCE 

W ILLS HR US TS /ES TATE PLANNING

256-489-2217
Toll Free: 877-565-3140

300 Clinton Ave. West, Suite 5
Huntsville, AL 35805

No representation is made that the quality of legal services 
to be performed is greater than the quality of services 

performed by other lawyers

3rd Sunday of each month - Brunch Bunch 
Prepaid Reservations reqd. 

Seatings at 10:30 & 12:30

Please check our website for complete 
schedule of daily & weekly events: 

www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com

timfoote.com
http://www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com
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of their brain and never given it another 
thought.

The giver of the present was my 
paternal grandmother. She was a wonder
ful woman who was a 55-year old widow at 
the time. In the Christmas seasons before 
1954 and in the Christmas times that would 
follow that year, she was always the source 
of some of my best presents. That was be
cause I could always take a Sears or Mont
gomery Wards catalog to her and show her 
what I wanted for a present. I gave her many 
choices and I am sure that in the Christmas

with us. I do no what I got her that year, probably some 
cheap toilet water or "Evening in Paris" if we could afford 
such luxury. I do remember her reaching under the tree and 
pulling out a box and handing it to me with a big smile on 
her face.

I hastily ripped off the paper of the box that was too 
heavy to have clothes in it. It had to be a toy instead. The 
box was about the size of a shoe box and I broke the 
tape holding it together and pulled open the flaps. There 
was tissue paper inside so I did not see at first what my gift 
actually was. I am lucky that we did not have video cameras 
back then, for I would hate to have to view the look that

of 19541 did the same. I had no doubt that 
at least one of the toys I circled would be 
wrapped under the tree for me.

She worked as a clerk at Dobson's De
partment Store down on the square at that 
time and did not make a lot of money, but 
she seemed to save what she made. That 
year was the first Christmas since my par
ents were divorced and it was going to be a 
tough period anyway, but I was never ex
pecting it to be as bad as it turned out in my 
eyes.

Now I want you to know that I loved 
my grandmother and she loved me. She 
was not around very much since the di
vorce and perhaps that might have been a 
part of the problem. It had been many 
years since her only son - my dad - had mar
ried his sweetheart and moved away from 
his childhood home. I want to think that she 
was just "out of touch" with what young boys 
liked but cannot prove that. I know of no 
sound reason why she would have otherwise 
picked such an inappropriate present for an 
eight-year-old boy.

She was not there on Christmas morn
ing when we opened most of the presents 
under the tree that year. In my memory it 
was late Christmas afternoon before she 
came over to our house to open presents

Ax miller
aoDliance & furniture co., inc.

Experience the hometown 
difference for your building, home 
and remodeling needs. GE Profile 
appliances and quality home 
furnishings for your lifestyle

‘Free local delivery 
‘Flexible financing with 0% interest

534-3577
113 Clinton Avenue, Downtown Huntsville 
Mon- Fri 8AM-5PM, Sat8AM-3PM
www. miller appliance, com

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www. PerfectTurf. net
RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 

“Because You Deserve It” 
President, Jerry O. Smith 

State Certified Applicator

7 Application Program

Fertilization

Weed Control

Insect & Disease Control

Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ornamental Cate 

Grub Control

Grow-in Programs 

Athletic Programs

Ask about our 52 week
Fire Ant Guarantee

HUNTSVILLE
FIRE EQUIPMENT

Call Sue Ann Childers 520-1334

Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System 
Service 8L Installation.

534-7676
24 Hour Emergency Service
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must have come upon my face 
when the present was actually 
revealed to me.

There, inside the brightiy col
ored paper covered box, was a 
doll. A doll!

I was an eight-year-old boy 
and she gave me a doll for 
Christmas. To make it worse, 
it was a baby doll in a cute little 
pink outfit. Even worse than that, 
it was a "colored" (as we called it 
back in the days before political 
correctness) baby doll in a cute 
little pink outfit.

A doll! I can almost still feel 
the tears that filled my eyes 
when I looked down and saw that 
I had received a doll from my 
grandmother as a present. It 
was the most awful feeling that 
I can ever remember about a gift 
from anyone. I don't remember 
when I actually started crying, but 
I would like to think that I waited 
until she could not see me. I do 

remember 
that many 
times in relat
ing the story 
my mother 
told people 
that I whined 
"I'm a boy and 
she got me a 
doll." I don't 
know if I 
remember 
that from the 
event or just 
the retelling of 
the event, but 
that was 
certainly how 
I felt.

I would 
like to tell 
people that the 
doll turned 
out to be a 
collector's 
item and it 

Chandeliers - European and American - Furniture - Rugs 
Depression Glass - Antique Toys - Oriental Rugs - Oil Paintings 

All Types of Collectibles - Fenton Glass - Home and Garden - Lamps - Crystal 
Mirrors - Antique & Estate Jewelry - Period Antiques - Chairs - Tables

464-3940
181 Hughes Road 
Madison, Alabama

OVER 30,000 SQUARE FEET OF EXQUISITE ANTIQUES
Hours 10-7 Monday thru Sat. - Sundays 1 - 6 Across from the Madison City Hall
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now sells on the internet for thou
sands of dollars. I can't say that. I 
didn't keep the doll. I don't know 
what happened to it, but it was 
never played with and just disap
peared from my life quicker than 
it came into it.

I had hoped that when I sat 
down to write this story that I 
would be enlightened and come 
up with a profound enlighten
ment about appreciating the rea
son behind the gift and not wor
rying about the present itself. I 
can't. To this day I still do not 
understand what possessed my 
grandmother to buy me a doll.

There is no forgiving moral 
except to know that for whatever 
reason she picked it out, she 
thought I would like it and she 
was excited to give it to me. 
There is no way to make white 
seem black, even after 50 years.

A Clothing Raid
Jrom 1866 newspaper

Clarissa Douglass, a lady of 
dubious distinction, was up be
fore Squire Figg yesterday on a 
charge of stealing clothes from 
Huntsville's merchants.

Miss Douglass' downfall was 
her penchant for fine clothing 
which she said, "Is necessary for 
a lady in my changed position."

She found her purse would 
not withstand so heavy an out
lay, but the clothes must be had. 
Recalling the raids of the late 
war, she decided to undertake 
one of her own, and if success
ful, would be clothed as well as 
the best of them.

Her raid ended on a sour 
note when she attempted to leave 
a store with three dresses in an 
egg basket, and two hats perched 
daintily upon her head.

She was brought up before 
the august presence of Justice 
Figg, who after hearing evidence 
of the state, bound Clarissa over 
in a bond of $100.

You can call me a spoiled little 
unappreciative brat if you must. 
It was the worst Christmas 
present I ever got as a child, and 
yet it came from one of the most 
generous and loving persons in 
my life at that time.

Life Insurance Tax-Deferred Annuities
Long-Term Care Insurance

A proudly independent provider working for you

Alan lackmon
Blackmon and Associates

Email: brianblackmon@knology.net

Telephone 900 Bob Wallace Ave. #124 pax 
256-533-6108 Huntsville, Al 35801 256-533-6109

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

-a harmony -
^ound
Musical Instruments 

New & Used Sound Equipment 
Bill & Linda Graviett

820 Wellman Ave. 
Huntsville, AL 35801

“His men would follow him 
anywhere, but only out of 

morbid curiousity.”

Seen on employee review

Phone 256-512-5662 
Fax 256-512-5639

mailto:brianblackmon@knology.net
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Times Have Changed

West Huntsville 1950’s
1. Triana Blvd. 3- Broadway Place 5. Joe Bradley School
2. Huntsville Manufacturing 4. Merrimack Hall 6. Cedar Ave.

MILLER S MILLER
avbavj

General Contractors

Helping to build Huntsville 
for 45 Years
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Major John 
S. Dickson

by Alonzo S. Elliot 
(written in 1914)

John Steele Dickson, citizen, 
closed his hardware store in 
Huntsville, and obeying the first 
call to arms, enlisted as a Lieu
tenant with the historic Madi
son Rifles, under the command of 
the gallant Captain John G. 
Coltart. He left Huntsville, and 
home, bearing the distinction of 
being among the first troops to 
leave Madison County for the 
front.

The enlistment of one year 
soon expiring, Lieut. Dickson 
returned to Huntsville with a 
Captain's commission to raise 
a company of volunteers to 
serve three years - or for the 
duration.

This was his second enlist
ment. It was the 22nd of March, 
1862, and that portion of the 
Courthouse Square along the 

sidewalk and fronting Bank Row 
presented a scene that stirred the 
hearts of men, women and chil
dren gathered from all parts of 
the county. Varied were the emo
tions of each one, according to age 
and temperament at the time.

As a wee small boy, the writer 
of this saw Capt. Dickson in 
plain citizen's dress, with a 
small walking cane in hand, 
walk back and forth along the 
street from the National Bank 
corner to the old Huntsville 
Hotel, calling for volunteers.

“Volunteers for the war," he 
cried. “Volunteers for the War!"

And thus the company was 
made up, men stepping forward 
and falling into line, marching 
behind one another until the 
company was made up.

On the 5th of April, 1862, 
this company left Huntsville, 
and so close were the Federal 
army of invasion upon the scene 
that six days afterwards Gen. 
Mitchel's command occupied 
Huntsville, and blue coats took 
the place of the gray in our 
midst for the next five long 

months.
I now return to the subject 

of our communication. The 
Southern historians have fol
lowed the marches, the priva
tions and the battles of the 35th 
Alabama through the war from 
Corinth, Vicksburg, Jackson, 
Champion Hills, Franklin to North 
Carolina and Joe Johnston's sur
render. Let us keep fresh the 
memory of the gallant and self 
sacrificing Dickson, that noble 
martyr to the Southern cause, for 
as a Major, to which position he 
had won his way, he fell while 
bravely leading his men in the des
perate battle of Franklin, Tenn, on 
Nov. 30, 1864.

Like another of Huntsville's 
noble, the immortal Col. Egbert 
Jones, he sleeps peacefully with 
many of his comrades in beau
tiful Maple Hill Cemetery.

May the present generations 
continue to honor the distin
guished dead and to emulate 
their virtues as soldiers of war 
and citizens in peace.

I am confident of her care’

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

License: 09011

CARE, COM FOR I and the 

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve. 

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own
earthstone)
ASSISTED LIVING/

at £$yrd< Jprings 
8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062
www.hearthstoneassisted.com

L I V I N

> **' rd

5L4I

http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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News From The Year 1937
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Jnmknbtri) Harlow
The dirigible Hindenburg 

was destroyed by fire tonight in 
a disaster that killed at least 33 
of its 97 passengers and crew. 
The giant airship was con
sumed in minutes as it came in 
for a landing at the Naval Air 
Station at Lakehurst, New Jer
sey. The cause of the fire is un
known, but it is believed to have 
started when either static elec
tricity or sparks from the en
gines ignited hydrogen gas that 
was being released preparatory 
to landing. Until tonight's disas
ter, the Hindenburg had a per
fect safety record in the ten 
round-trips it made across the 
Atlantic with 1,002 passengers.

The Hindenburg was 12 
hours late on its last flight be
cause of headwinds encountered 
over the Atlantic. It had cruised 
slowly down the East coast so 
it would arrive at dusk, the best 
time for a landing. The airship

For Your Health!

Solving your 
health, puzzle

256-883-4127
Open Monday - Saturday 
lnfo@ruthsnutrition.com 

Herbs 
Vitamins 
Massage 

Reflexology
Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist 
Auricular Therapy 

Magnetic Therapies 
Electrodermal Testing 

Rapid Eye Technology

dropped its two landing lines at 
7:20 p.m. and was settling to
ward earth when its hydrogen 
caught fire. At 7:23, witnesses 
heard a boom and saw a flash 
from the ship's rear gondola. 
The flames enveloped the air
ship in moments, and the 
Hindenburg collapsed in clouds 
of smoke. Heroic efforts by Navy 
personnel and crew members 
saved many lives.

Justice Black 
Admits Belonging 
to KKK

While having admitted that 
he was once a member Ku Klux 
Klan, Hugo L. Black took his 
seat on the United States Su
preme Court today. The court 
heard motions to deny his seat 
but no action was taken.

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy. 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!
Cleansing & Weight 

Loss

NUTRITION
www.ruthsnutrltion.com

"The Platinum Blonde," Jean 
Harlow, has died in a Holly
wood hospital. The 26-year-old 
actress succumbed to uremic 
poisoning after a year of poor 
health.

Harlow was born Harlean 
Carpenter in Kansas City, Mo. 
When she was only 16 she 
eloped with a businessman and 
moved with him to Hollywood. 
Restless, she sought bit parts 
in films. Harlow separated from 
her husband and finagled her 
way into an early talkie, the 
aerial war saga "Hell's Angels" 
(1930). She developed a tough
girl image, as in "The Public 
Enemy" and "Redheaded 
Woman."

Custom Cuts
Lawn & Landscape Service 
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod
* Flowers & Shrubs
* Lawn & Landscape 

Management
* Aerating & Overseeding
* Free Estimates
* Commercial & Residential
* References Available
* State Certified

Jimmy Stubbs
Owner 

(256) 828-9224

mailto:lnfo@ruthsnutrition.com
http://www.ruthsnutrltion.com
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Amelia 
Earhart 
Vanishes

At sunset tonight, the search 
for Amelia Earhart will be called 
off. The famed flier went down 
in the Pacific about 100 miles 
from Howland Island two weeks 
ago. She vanished without a 
trace.

Miss Earhart and her navi
gator, Fred Noonan, were at
tempting to circle the globe. They 
started May 21 at Oakland, Ca
lif., heading east. The trip was 
more than halfway completed 
when they landed at Lae, New 
Guinea, on June 28. They rested 
and prayed for good weather. 
July 2nd dawned with perfect 
visibility. After the hop to 
Howland, it would have been 
straight to Honolulu, San Fran
cisco and home.

That evening, two radio 
amateurs in Los Angeles picked 
up a faint signal on the wave fre
quency assigned to the plane. 
“Low on fuel,” it said. Other 
details were garbled.

"Old Tyme Friendly Service"
717 Pratt Ave, NE

Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded 
Computerized Profiles 
BellSouth Payment Center 

AT&T Phone Center
US Gov't Post Office - UPS Shipping 

(256) 539-7443 ■ Fax (256) 539-1012

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service"

Four of Scottsboro 
Boys free; five held

Four of the "Scottsboro Boys" 
were set free today after years in 
prison awaiting new trials. Three 
of them had earlier been sen
tenced to death, and the fourth 
sent to prison, after sensational 
trials in Scottsboro, Alabama. 
Their convictions were reversed 
by the Supreme Court and new 
trials were ordered.

The Negro youths were 
among the nine accused of 
raping two white women on a 
Southern freight train on March 
25, 1931.

Joe Louis Beats 
Braddock

Joe Louis battered James J. 
Braddock for seven rounds be
fore finishing him off in the 
eighth to become the new world 
heavyweight boxing champion.

With a head jarring right to 
the jaw, the "Brown Bomber" 
from Detroit ended Braddock's 
two-year reign and emerged as 
the first Negro heavyweight 
champion in 22 years. There 
were those who said Louis had 
been denied a title chance until 
now because of his color.

THE

PAMA

Workshops
Ages 4 and up
Call for details

AGENCY 
Professional Academy 
of Modeling & Acting

(256) 536-5200
708 Andrew Jackson Way 

Huntsville, Al 35801
www:pamaagency.com

“The mighty oak tree was 
once just a little nut that 

didn’t give up.”

Hannah Troup, 61/4

MADE TO ORDER

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig 
Your Professional Construction

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

www:pamaagency.com
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The Christmas 
of 1954

by Austin Miller

Mama announced, "There wasn't going to be much 
“Christmas this year." Considering the crop failure, 
Mama's conclusions about a bleak Christmas were ob
vious but hearing her say it destroyed all doubts and 
brought the stark reality of it home. Christmas was my 
favorite time of the year and I usually looked forward to 
it for weeks in advance. The late fall and early winter of

Nineteen fifty-four was a lean year for our 
family. It was one of the hottest and driest sum
mers on record. When it did rain it was at the 
wrong time or too late for the cotton crop. With 
two mules and a two-horse wagon, we were 
farming and trying to make a living on twenty 
acres of cotton. About twelve acres was our own 
and we rented another eight from Mr. Will Tho
mas. Mr. Will's property bordered what is now 
Norfolk Southern Railroad and Dug Hill Road.

That year, due to the drought, we made only 
six bales of cotton. This did not bring near 
enough money to pay what we owed the bank, 
not to mention what we needed to 
live on for the next year. The cot
ton was so knotty and opened so 
slowly that it took Daddy, my 
brother Berns and me all fall to get 
it picked.

To his great credit, Berns, who 
was only eight, worked like a 
grown person without complain
ing. Even though he was five years 
younger, he could pick more cot
ton and beat me at the scales ev
ery time. This brought me much 
grief from Daddy and considerable 
gloating from Berns.

Around Thanksgiving, the last 
shriveled lock was gathered and 
we were done picking. That's when

Major Medical 
Insurance Plan

Cunningham’s
Now Available!!

Men & Women’s Brand Name 
Clothing at Discount Prices!

712 Andrew Jackson - Huntsville Al

“Senior Homecare by Angels”
837-1137

dww htw! (kiiu /< wb

Personal Hygiene, 
Homemaking, 

Respite, 
Meal Prep, 

Errands and More 
Up to 24 hours 
7 days a week 

www.visitingangels.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES!
Part-time with flexible hours for those who 

enjoy helping seniors

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card 
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life 
Available for Individual, Family, 
Business. Medicare Supplement 
Available on Disability or age 65 
and Up. Short-Term Effective 
Immediately. Ages 15 Days to 65.

(256) 859-7477
Or toll-free (Alabama only)

866-709-4908

Frames &■ Gifts, Inc.
Same Quality Service Since 1986 ■

Ready Made Frames - Prints - Gifts 
We Do Custom Framing & 

Creative Matting

% off 
Store Wide!

6125 University Drive - Suite D-14 - Huntsville 
971-3402 - Hours Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5:30 - Sat 9:30 - 1:30

I

http://www.visitingangels.com
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1954 was different. I just wanted 
Christmas to come and go.

In the last part of 1954 and 
most of 1955 we qualified for 
commodities. This was surplus 
food given to needy families by 
the government. Each eligible 
family came to a designated lo
cation and received a monthly 
ration of cheese, beans, rice and 
canned meat. Some said the 
meat was horse meat but that 
was not the case.

We enjoyed and needed the 
food, but having to get welfare 
hurt our pride and was a bitter 
pill to swallow. What made it 
so bad was the distribution of 
commodities was at Central 
School. The kids and teachers 
saw who received commodities 
and they all knew I was poor. 
My feelings may not have been 
true or justified but I felt every
body was looking down on my 
family and I took it as a per
sonal insult.

When Christmas came, it 
was not as bad as I expected. 
Using money Mama had saved 
from selling butter and eggs; she 
went to the store on Christmas 
Eve and bought loaf bread, sand
wich spread, apples, oranges 
and a little candy. Seeing the 
food brightened all our spirits 
considerably.

On Christmas day Mama 
killed a big, fat rooster and 
made chicken sandwiches for 
lunch. We loved the food and ate 
until we were stuffed. Even now, 
I consider it one of the most 
delicious and memorable 
meals. But the best part came 
when we finished eating.

Daddy announced that he was 
selling the mules and buying a 
tractor. To me, getting rid of those 
cantankerous, old mules was rea
son enough to celebrate.

The news of the tractor was a 
great Christmas gift. Daddy told 
us he had rented more land and 
received a loan from the FHA. He 
said the loan would cover our 

debt at the bank and would give 
us enough to live on until we 
raised a new crop. The Christmas 
of 1954 that once seemed so 
bleak had taken a most pleasant 
turn. Things started getting better 
right away and when the 1955 
crop came in, we no longer 
needed commodities.
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Registered Representative
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Free Parking - Air Conditioned Comfort
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North Parkway and Max Luther

Antiques, collectibles, knives, rugs, prints, handbags, clothes, 
cosmetics, furniture, electronics and thousands of other items. 

Choose from new and gently used items.

bargains

New Vendors Always Welcome!

859-4454

“Our experienced mom will 
take care of your child. 
Fenced yard, meals and 

smacks included.”

Classified ad seen in 
Scottsboro newspaper
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Tel. (256) 227-6297
Fax (256) 341-5996
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News From 
the Year 
1875

- Lost - somewhere between 
the Baptist Church and the Pub
lic Square, a double barreled 
shotgun, loaded with shot. The 
finder will be rewarded by leav
ing it at the newspaper office.

- For Rent - the large and 
commodious store room with 
ware room attached, and the en
closure included, situated at the 
foot of Jefferson Street and ad
joining the Railroad, now occu
pied by Joe T. McGehee & Co., 
will be rented for one year for 
$175.00. Contact Mrs. Geo. 
Neal at her residence on 
Franklin Street.

- Our friend Henry Ford, 
who has a most elegant little 
saloon on the North East Cor
ner of the Square, invites all his 
friends of the old 4th Alabama, 
and everyone else, to call and 
test the quality of his cooling 
drinks. Henry was a good sol
dier, and therefore a good judge 
of liquor.

- The public is invited to try 
Volta's Electro Belts and Bands, 
available at all drug stores. All 
nervous disorders, chronic dis
eases of the chest, head, liver, 
stomach, kidneys and blood, 
aches and pains, nervous and 
general debility are quickly 

cured by wearing the electric 
belt.

- Dr. Henry A. Binford, one 
of Huntsville's highly esteemed 
citizens, was stricken down with 
paralysis a few nights ago and 
now lies in critical condition, 
with no hope of 
recovery. It 
seems on the 
day of his afflic
tion he had 
been unusually 
active and had 
exercised more 
than usual. He 
had visited a 
patient at ten 
o'clock that 
night and was 
quite lively.

s Students and new customers accepted

ncbantment
We are proud to announce that 
our services are available to 
the public. All services are 

provided by students.

“ h\LuuliN V Call Today For
JI zJV""* " y An Appointment!

2015 Memorial Parkway (corner of Parkway & Governors)

www.ebeautyacademy.com 319-2101
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“Patient is tearful and cries 
constantly. She also 

appears to be depressed.

Seen on patient chart

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $100,00 Life Insurance 
without a Medical Exam.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU
2311 - C Market Place Phone
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 (256) 519-6955

Dedicated to providing 
quality education in the 

cosmotogy field

Pampering Huntsville’s 
Pels For 13 Years

@
HydroSurge Bathing 

Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri
www.vip-grooming.com

VIP Grooming & 
Luxury Pet Hotel 881-0664

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

http://www.ebeautyacademy.com
http://www.vip-grooming.com
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The Death 
of General 
Daniel 
McCook

Paper by Mrs. Annie B. 
Robertson at Huntsville, Ala., 
1902

HARRISON
BROTHERS

Est. 1879 
Huntsville, Alabama

20% off Sale
The death of Gen. Daniel 

McCook, the Ohio brigadier who 
lost his life near Huntsville dur
ing the early part of the War be
tween the States, was the sub
ject of a historical paper read 
at the last meeting of the Vir
ginia Clay Clopton Chapter of 
the Daughters of the Confed
eracy by Mrs. Annie B. 
Robertson. The paper contains 
data of historical interest given 
by Capt. Frank B. Gurley, of the 
Confederate army, who was the 
central figure of the tragedy and 
was condemned to death by the 
United States army court-mar
tial for firing the shot. Captain 
Gurley is still living at Gurley, 
Alabama.

Asked by our hostess to con
tribute an article, I give one of 
local interest which, I believe, 
has never been made public 
from the Southern standpoint. 
Therefore I have gotten these 
facts from the one person yet 
living who can give them, and I

Through December

Visit Our Christmas Windows
“Home For The Holidays”

An Old-Fashioned Experience

Works by local artists 
Gifts for all ages 
Old Fashioned Toys 
Christmas ornaments 
Old Fashioned candy 
Cast iron cookware 
Oil lamps 
Games
Books J

ft

124 South Side Square - 256-536-3631
Open 9 - 5 Mon - Thurs. 9-7 Fri. & Sat 
All downtown parking is free on Saturday

Old Coins Wanted
We buy old coins and coin collections, 

all types and sizes.

$al[e>n

Hair, Skin Care, Nails, Massage 
Kellye McCormick, Owner 

Esthetician

Gift Certificates Available!

609 Ward Avenue - in Five Points
(256) 536-4434
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think it only just to the 4th Ala
bama Cavalry, and Company C 
especially, that the truth should be 
told by their side and preserved 
by the Virginia Clay Clopton 
Chapter, U. D. C.

Frank B. Gurley, having been 
commissioned captain of cav
alry by the order of the Confed
erate Congress, raised a com
pany in Madison and adjoining 
counties of one hundred and fif
teen men. In the spring of 1862 
he was sent to watch the enemy 
in North Alabama and Middle 
Tennessee, taking with him 
about thirty men, with orders 
to report to Gen. Kirby Smith 
then at Chattanooga. Thinking 
he had not men enough for the 
work, he returned to the com
mand and asked the comman
dant to let Capt. J. M. Hambrick 
with thirty men go back with him 
into the enemy's lines, which 
request was granted.

I asked Captain Gurley for 

dates of the skirmish in which 
General McCook (U. S. A.) was 
killed, and I give his answer in 
his own words: "I can't give dates 
-1 had no way of knowing dates - 
I did not know when Sunday 
came. We lived on what we could 
get and slept where the enemy 
would let us."

It was in the spring of 1862, 
soon after the return of the com
panies to North Alabama. Cap
tain Hambrick in command by 
right of seniority. I quote again 
from Captain Gurley: "I learned 
by slipping around among the 
few people who would take the 
risk of being my friends that a 
drove of beef cattle had been 
taken from the citizens of Lime
stone and Madison Counties by 
the Federal troops and would 
pass along the Limestone and 
Winchester road." Captain 
Hambrick, with sixty-six men 
all told, thought that, as the 
road on which cattle would pass

Tues-Sat: 5pm-til

1/2 off bottle of wine Wed & Thurs 
from 5-6 with purchase of 2 dinner 

entrees. Expires 12/15/06

(256) 489-7275
Hunnington Center 

11220 S. Meriri. Pkwy. Suite P 

www.southparkcafe.net

Halsey Grocery Company 3

Cash & Cariy
300 N. Jefferson St. Downtown Huntsville, Al. (256) 539-0749

Some of the items you will find:
- Fresh Meat - Paper Products
- Fresh Produce - Maintenance Supplies
- Frozen Foods & Desserts - Restaurant Supplies
- Canned Foods - And Much More!

“Open To The Public” 
No Membership Required

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
Saturday 8 AM -12 Noon

http://www.southparkcafe.net
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was through a barren woods, they might scatter 
the cattle and pick up quite a number of them.

Going north, they reached the Limestone 
road when Captain Hambrick halted the com
mand and Captain Gurley was ordered to 
move west to see if the cattle had yet passed. 
They soon came in sight of some Federal sol
diers in the distance, the captain and men 
would retire, the enemy following. When they 
would stop, the bluecoats would do the same, 
thus tailing them until they were in firing dis
tance, then the shooting began. Soon the 
Federals gave back, they shooting back and 
the Confederates at them. The dust soon be
came so thick that they could see only the 
hindmost men. This continued for about one- 
fourth of a mile, when a school wagon going 
"full speed" came in sight. Soon the wagon 
ran under some overhanging limbs, tearing 
off the top. The wagon was driven by a negro. 
Two white men were on the back seat. One 
was in full uniform, and the other in his shirt 
sleeves. Captain Gurley and his brother were 
in advance.

K. B. Gill, James Mason and James 
Campbell were following closely. When within 
about fifty yards, Captain Gurley fired three 
shots at the officer In uniform. The wagon was 
halted, and on reaching it they found that the 
man with his coat off had been wounded, one 
ball passing through his body. Now as the shoot
ing had been at the man in uniform, the killing 
of General McCook was an accident.

When the rest of the command came up, 
Captain Gurley turned the wounded man, who 
proved to be General McCook, his staff of
ficer, Capt. Hunter Brooke, and the wagon 
over to Captain Hambrick and he and his men 
continued in pursuit of the enemy. In about a 
half mile they ran into a divided column of Fed
eral infantry, which did not fire at them, although 
they passed the head of the column.

Seeing the situation, Captain Gurley ordered 

a retreat, reporting to the commanding officer. There 
was no further fighting. Captain Gurley says: "Why we 
were not pursued we never knew, and thought strange 
the Federal cavalry should abandon their commanding 
officer.”

Captain Hambrick had ordered the wounded gen
eral to be taken to the nearest private house. Dr. J. 
C. Steger thinks it was Mr. Crutcher's. He was at
tended by his own surgeon and staff officer, and the 
family did all they could to give relief. Soon afterwards 
smoke was seen in several directions, and it was
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Alabama Trial Lawyers Association Presents:

THE PEOPLE’S LAW SCHOOL
January 29 - April 2,2007; Monday nights 6:30 until 8:40 p.m.
City Public Safety Building, Courtroom A, $40.00 Registration Fee

SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2007
For More Information Call:

Brinkley & Chesnut
Attorneys At Law

307 Randolph Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

January 29 6:30

7:40

Mark McDaniel
Tom Methvin

Civil & Criminal Procedure

Religion and the Law

February 5 6:30 Delaine Mountain Tort Law

7:40 Robert Presto Divorce Law

February 12 6:30 Ron Sykstus Bankruptcy and Consumer Rights

7:40 Phillip Price DUI Law
February 19 6:30 Charles Boyd of Gadsden Worker’s Compensation Law
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February 26 6:30 Connie Glass/Carol Wallace Elder Law
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7:40 Mayor Loretta Spencer City Hall
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7:40 Steve Heninger Medical Malpractice

April 2 6:30 Richard Chesnut Real Estate Law

7:40 John Brinkley Questions & Answers

8:40 J. Allen Brinkley Graduation

(256) 533-4534

Register Early!
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I Enclosed is payment of $_______________ to cover_____________ Registration(s).
I If registering for more than one person, please list additional names and information on an attached sheet or duplicate this fonn. 
I MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Alabama Trial Lawyers Association, P.O. Box 2026, Huntsville, Al 35804
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learned that the Federals were burning the 
houses of citizens along the road.

Capt. Hunter Brooke, U. S. A., who was a 
prisoner, suggested to Captain Hambrick that 
he should be permitted, under guard, to go and 
use his influence to stop the wanton destruc
tion. He was sent with Lieutenant Gibson as 
guard, and did succeed at the time.

Dr. Steger says: "But after General 
McCook's death, which was in twenty-four 
hours, the entire premises of those who had 
sheltered him were burned, and a sick man, 
seventy-five years old, with the ladies and 
children of his family, was made homeless."

Capt. Hunter Brooke was held for about 
two weeks, and then exchanged for a Con
federate officer of equal rank. A few days 
after this incident Captain Gurley and troop, 
passing through Huntsville, were received 
as heroes. Cheers, tears, and flowers were 
showered on them; even Captain Gurley's 
horse was wreathed with flowers, the whole 
community joining in the laudations.

The troop remained two or three weeks 
in North Alabama, and then joined the other 
three companies somewhere in Middle Tennes
see, and were organized with a battalion by 
Captain Russell, under General Forrest into the 
4th Alabama Cavalry, and remained under 
Generals Wheeler or Forrest until surrendered 
by the latter at Gainesville. Ala., May, 1865.

What Captain Gurley suffered after his cap
ture sometime later - aye, even after peace, as 
it was called - would take another paper to 
relate. After our own President and Senator 
C. C. Clay, I suppose no Confederate soldier 
suffered more than our own gallant Captain 
Gurley.

I myself know how he refused money, 
even gold, as scarce as it was at that time, 
for the corn and hogs on his place, saving 
it for those who had followed him into the 
war and the widows and children of those 
who had been killed in his company.

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

Top Prices Paid

534-0502

The 2007 Old Huntsville Calendar 
with historic photos from 

Huntsville’s past

Available 
Now!!!

Send $12.00
plus $2.50 for S&H to

Old Huntsville Calendar
716 East Clinton Ave.
Huntsville, Al. 35801

Or call (256) 534-0502

Makes the perfect 
Holiday Gift!!

Supply is limited
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Pine Crest Estate
Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

Secure home-style environment. 
Family-owned to serve family needs.

Serving Huntsville since 1995 - State Licensed

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811
256-851-9161
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City Council 
Meeting 
in 1906

The city council held an in
teresting meeting last night and 
passed several ordinances that 
are of interest to the general 
public.

- Mayor Smith stated that on 
the advice of John Wesley, a pav
ing expert, the entire cost of the 
paving will be passed on to the 
property owners. The paving 
ordinance was changed effective 
immediately.

- An ordinance was also 
passed providing for the grad
ing of the extension of Locust 
Street, laying the street with con
crete gutters, stone curbs and 
granitoid sidewalks.

- Permission was granted the 
owners of the little frame build
ing on Washington Street occu
pied by the Davis tin shop for 
roofing the building with tin.

- The members of the Fire De
partment will be allowed vacation 
for the summer.

- The Hospital Association 
stated that an annex is being 
erected to the city hospital and 
permission was asked for the 
right to remove this new struc
ture when the lease of the asso
ciation runs out. This was 
granted.

- By a vote of the council, wa
ter meters will be placed on the 
pipe furnishing water to the liv
ery stables.

- Permission was granted for 
the city police to be issued two 
uniforms per year.

Marie’s
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

W’
* Noodle & Boo

- Fine baby product line
Bella Cucina

- Artful Food
PaddyWax

- Scented Soy Candles
Aroma Floria

- Decorative Aroma Beads 
Archipelago

- Botanical lotions

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-5pm

534-5854
Under New Ownership

Theresa Carlisle

716 Pratt Ave - in 5 Points

'ty/eddin^S -/tatties 

ccw/iOFate events

256.533.3050
Ron Cooper 

Mark Kimbrough

504 PRATT AVE 
Huntsville, Al 35801
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Frank James 
in Huntsville 
Jail

from 1884 newspaper
The latest accession to the 

list of our local sojourners is 
the last of what is known to the 
history as the James Band-no 
less a personage than Frank 
James himself. He was brought 
here last Thursday, from Mis
souri by two United States 
Deputy Marshals and turned 
over to Marshal Hinds.

He looked travel worn and 
when seen several days later in 
his cell at the jail, there was a 
marked difference for the better 
in his appearance. He is rather 
pale, but by no means a cadaver 
standing in stockings ready to 
jump off into the great else
where in a jiffy. His extreme pal
lor is suggestive of a want of sun
shine. Since October of 1882, he 
has not enjoyed the bounding, 
buoyant life of a dashing freeboo
ter, but has sickened over with the 
damp of prison walls. His life has 
undergone a change.

A glance reveals the fact that 
his chest is his weak physical 
point, but he is not yet on the 
perilous edge of the grave. He 
informed our scribe that his 
natural weight was not over 140 
pounds. He has a dry, comfort
able cell at the jail and thinks 
he is stronger than he has been

This Christmas, Miracles come from above.

Charlotte must think of a new word to describe Wilbur in her web.

chariot teswebmovie.com mmwim

PLAN FOR LONG TERM 
a CARE INSURANCE NOW.

IN THE LONG RUN, IT PAYS*.
Subscribe To

W Stunl^ville
716 East Clinton Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama, 35801

$20.00 per year

Long Term Insurance Agent:

Eric Jackson
(256) 880-1839 
Huntsville, Alabama 
www.EricJacksonLTC.com

Genworth
Financial

teswebmovie.com
http://www.EricJacksonLTC.com
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for some months past.

He thinks he would like 
Huntsville, whose beauties of 
scenery and charming air were 
already familiar to him. He had 
been to Huntsville several times 
before, but had not tarried here 
for more than a day or two at a 
time. He had likewise traveled 
through on the Memphis and 
Charleston road several times 
and had admired the mountain 
views of Jackson county.

Concerning his case, of 
course, we did not expect him 
to say much. He said that he 
had employed Gen. L.P Walker 
as his local attorney and ex
pected that Governor Charles R 
Johnson, of Missouri, would be 
on hand to attend his trial. His 
habit was to get the very best 
counsel to be had, and then leave 
everything to them.

Yes, he always slept well; 
slept as easy as an infant, went 
to bed about nine o'clock every 
night and did not get up until 
half past ten next morning. He 
found that sleep had all the 
health giving powers so often 
ascribed to a thousand and one 
nostrums.

He would not try to make 
bond, he reckoned, as it was but 
a short time till the April term 
of the Federal court and his 
friends had already been exceed
ingly kind to him. He could 
make it easily if he chose to. He 
did not wish to tax his friends 
any more than he found actu
ally necessary. He hoped the lo
cal press would at least, not go 
out of its way to pound him, and 

prejudice his approaching trial. 
Every man is entitled to an un
prejudiced trial. With quite a 
merry twinkle he said that he 
thought the entire press owed 
him a large bounty, for he had 
furnished them food for gossip 
and reflection for twenty years, 
and they had often taken the 
privilege of placing him a thou
sand miles distant from where 
he really was.

When the scribe bade him 
"Good morning," he extended a 
cordial invitation to the scribe to 
call again as he had always been 
a good friend to the "quill-drivers" 
and had never interfered with one 
of them. The scribe has a vague 
suspicion that there was another 
twinkle in his eyes this time, as 
he said he had never "troubled" 
any newspaper man.

Call me for your new construction needs. I 
represent Pollard Homes - building new homes in 
Laurenwood Plantation, Kelly Plantation, Belle 

Mor Estates, Magnolia Springs, Hardiman 
Preserve and Arbor Woods.

Starting in the low $200,000’s

Mark Fortson, CRS, GRI, ABR 
Broker

Real Estate Instructor 
Realty One, LLC 

256-679-1772 256-325-0021 256-325-0022(fax)

We would not charge him 
wrongfully, but unless we are on 
a false trail, there was in this 
last mentioned, laughter of his 
optic which arose from a knowl
edge on his part of the impecu- 
niosity of the journalists guild, 
as much to say: "Frank James 
knew where to find what he 
wanted."

Alas! What great mistakes 
even the greatest among us 
sometimes fall into.

“Supreme court rules that 
punishment of criminals 

violates their civil rights.”

Headline from the year2029



Old Huntsville Page 60

Put The Romance Back 
In Your Life

Lingerie - Lotions & Gifts - Adult Toys - Movies - Cards & Books

Fri 10-12pm Sun 12-6pm

HUNTSVILLE DECATUR
4925 University Dr. Corner of
(next to Chili’s) 830-0069 14th & Central Pkw
Mon-Th 10-10pm Mon - Sat 10-9
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A Letter
Mr. Frank Jeffries
Huntsville, Alabama
Oct. 19, 1909
Dear Pa,

I recond you know now that I am in prison. 
The judge, he gave me ten years. I recond I 
might have got off if I had an attorney but I was 
guilty any how so it don’t make much differ
ence.

Pa, I want you to know that I would not 
have cut Homer but he needed it so I can’t say I 
am sorry about that. He had been begging to 
get it for a long time.

There ain’t much to say about where I am 
at. They feed us slop twice a day and the beds 
are full of bugs. They said they are going to put 
me to work soon but it has not happened yet. I 
saw Tom, Aunt Jane’s boy. He has been here 
for almost seven years. He says I just have to 
get used to it so I recond I will.

I recond that is all for now.
Your loving son, Bill

Contributed by Katie Murphy

• I MAKE HOUSE CALLS •
REASONABLE RATES

BEAUTY HOUSE CALLS
Haircuts/Shampoo Seta/Perms 

Color/ Manicures/ Pedicures

RHONDA RINCK
489-4044

me. T. S/ie yzrypyzy yoe^
year-> T >~ea//y 

need an Zs^l^iS/e Fe.nc.e* Bf-and So/Otjor,.

Invisible Fence
■WMD

• Recommended by 9 out of 10 veterinarians

• 30 years experience protecting all breeds

• Indoor and outdoor protection available

• Exclusive AS PCA partner for dog containment

Affordable Monthly
Rates include:

• Private apartments

• Three meals per day

• Weekly housekeeping

• Social activities & events

• Scheduled transportation

• Individual care plans
APARTMENTS 

NOW AVAILABLE!

Come Home to Weatherly Springs 
At Weatherly Springs in Huntsville, we provide the care 
and support you're looking for in a community designed 
just for senior living. Weatherly Springs offers affordable 
monthly rents with no lease or buy-in fees. Stop by and 
visit Weatherly Springs Assisted Living Community 
today. For more information, please call 256-880-1515.

ASSISTED LIVING 
COMMUNITY

yQfr 10310 Bailey Cove Road • Huntsville, AL 35803
s-~ www. WeatherlySpringsALF.com al 0952s

WeatherlySpringsALF.com
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Old Huntsville 
Crossword

created by Bob Spencer
Join a successful, award-winning Team!

d-No selling or stocking 
d- No MLM
d-100% Risk Free

No Large Investment 
d- Clean BBB Record

Contact Excellent Credentials 
Cynthia Lau Free Training/Tools

Come be Successful with Us!
Request More Info Today

(256) 457-8893
www.EasyHealthToWealth.com
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John____ Company started production of farm
equipment, 1946

_____ School opened 2 Jan, 1922
Mary____ Caylor, Huntsville School Superintendents 990

MARK________ , member Huntsville City Council, 2006

The Bon-___ Motel and Restaurant opened. 1951

Probate Judge Myrtle_____ named woman of the year,
1971

Construction began on the giant • on Monte Sano, 
1961

Huntsville's_____ Corp., Developer of Library
Automation Software
Sandra____ , member Huntsville City Council, 2006

" HUNTSVILLE IS A_____ ”, one of Huntsville's slogans

____ Gillespy elected Chairman of the Madison County 
Commission, 1981

The National Children’s Advocacy______ moved into
new facilities on Pratt, 2003

The "New____ Times”, owner of WHNT. Channel 19

First Street____ in service, 1901
Hardware Store in Huntsville since 192d
Construction began on the Toyota____ Plant in
Huntsville Industrial Park, 2001

The Spanish___ outbreak killed 393 people in Huntsville,
1918

The new____ High School opened, 1964

Law of 1889 prohibited women of_____ character from
riding horses in downtown Huntsville

Huntsville resident,_____ Willis crowned " Mrs.
America", 1999
President"___ " Eisenhower Dedicated MSFC, 1960

36 Construction on the Huntsville/Madison County___ Port
began, 1964

37. The first___ from the Olde Town Brewing Co. was
tapped in 2004

Down
1. " MURDER In THE HEART OF______ ”, a book

co-authored by Huntsvillians Fred Simpson and Jaquelyn 
Gray

2. The Huntsville Shuttle___  runs 11 different routes, 2006
3. CSA President Jefferson________Addressed a group in

Huntsville, 1861

4. ___ Reynolds, Huntsville Police Chief, 2006

5. The__________ Theater opened at the USSRC, 1982
6 Olin____ Established SCI, 1961

7. The Huntsville________ Co. discontinued bus service
after 40 years, 1977

12. The Huntsville________Club was established 1921

13. ____ and Handle Factory, opened 1892
14. ___ Mincher, local ball player, started with Washington

Senators, 1960

16 Principal of Huntsville High School. 1868
21. 109 German Scientists and their families became U.S.

Citizens on "___ Citizens Day" in Huntsville, 1955
24. ____ Flag, cow who broke world record for butter

production, 1892
25. The General____ Co. First shipment ,1946

27. Madison County Probate Judge , Ashford____ retired
after 18 years on the bench

28. Freedman's school on Franklin Street, 1870

29. Five Points____ Market opened in 1944
32 ___ Brothers Supermarket opened. 1952

http://www.EasyHealthToWealth.com
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In 1928 our great-grandfather,- D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up ilightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same 
location. Stop by and visit with us. = \

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St

-f

539-5777



'Ulhcn life unis pimple

The East Side of the Courthouse Square was a busy place in 1948. Besides James 
Steak House, there was also City Drug, Rose Jewelry and the Little Gem Cafe. A 
hamburger would cost you five cents at the Little Gem and a Coke was another nickel.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office 
UPS Shipping
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