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Ml The sharp sound of an 

HQ| ax cut cleanly through 
wjLI the morning air. Dressed 
^■1 in faded overalls, the old 
Wst man was chopping wood. 
yflU A few feet away from him 
Off was his wife, rocking 
Kf slowly back and forth in 
Sw her rocking chair. It could 
jr have been some rustic scene 
' from an old Norman Rockwell 
painting — had it not been for 
the length of rope securely tied 
to the woman's leg...
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The
River

Will Kendricks, hidden by the 
thick underbrush, sat patiently 
watching the scene in front of 
him. Across the small clearing, 
with the Tennessee River flowing 
in the background, an old man, 
dressed in faded overalls, was 
chopping wood. Every few min
utes he would glance reassur
ingly at the shotgun leaning 
against a nearby tree. A few feet 
from him was his wife, rocking 
slowly back and forth in a rock
ing chair.

It could have been some rus
tic scene from an old Norman 
Rockwell painting had it not 
been for the length of rope tied 
to the woman’s leg. Every few 
minutes she would get up and 
walk toward the woods, only to 
be brought up short by the rope. 
The old man would go over and 
talk to the woman and then tak
ing her by her hand would lead 
her back to the rocker.

Suddenly the old man froze, 
looking straight at the woods 
where Kendricks was hiding. 
Grabbing his shotgun, the man 
began yelling loudly, ordering the 
unseen intruder off the land. Af
ter firing a shot in the air as a 
warning, he ran to where his wife 
was sitting, and untying the rope, 
hurriedly led her into the house.

“He’s crazy,” thought 
Kendricks as he fled the woods. 
“He’s absolutely crazy!”

Walking back to the road 
where his truck was parked. 

Kendricks began thinking about 
the events that had led to this 
bizarre confrontation.

Since the beginning of time 
the Tennessee had been a wild 
untamed river stretching from 
the Smoky Mountains, down 
through northern Alabama and 
up to the Ohio River. While the 
river provided food and trans
portation for the early settlers it 
also became a curse for people 
living too close to it during the 
flood seasons. Rising flood wa
ters devastated farm lands and 
often made travel on the river 
impossible.

In one memorable winter in 
the early 1900's, the Tennessee 
River near Decatur, Alabama, 
had swollen to a width of almost 
a mile.

As part of his New Deal, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in 
the early 1930's began construc
tion of a series of dams through
out the entire length of the river 
to provide flood control and also 
generate a cheap source of elec
tricity. For a region of the coun
try in the midst of the greatest 
economic depression it had ever 
known, the influx of jobs pro
vided the only hope of survival 
for countless people.

In 1932, even before the lo
cation of Guntersville dam was 
announced, the TVA (Tennessee 
Valley Authority) began making 
plans to purchase the lands ad
jacent to the river. Though many 
landowners vigorously fought 
the idea of moving, they realized 
they had no other choice. Either 
they took what the TVA offered 
them, or their land would be 
taken by court action.

Much of the land was occu
pied by sharecroppers and ar
rangements were made to find 
other landowners who needed 
farm hands, with the TVA often 
providing trucks to move the
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families.

By 1935, the TVA had ac
quired title to enough land and 
construction of Guntersville 
Dam was started. This was the 
largest construction project ever 
attempted in the valley. An entire 
town was built to house the thou
sands of workers employed on 
the project.

The village, known as “Dam 
Town,” was built on the north 
side of the present dam and con
sisted of nearly a hundred build
ings, complete with mess hall, 
hospital, school and barracks. 
Within a few short months Dam 
Town had become a large com
munity with its own stores and 
police force (hired by the TVA).

The planners in Washington 
had planned for everything, or so 
they thought.

Even before Dam Town was 
completed the project began run
ning into trouble. Although the 
landowners had been paid for 
their land, and the sharecrop
pers had been relocated to other 
farms, no one had given thought 
to the old people.

In a custom dating from Me
dieval times in Europe, landown
ers normally let longtime employ
ees remain on the land after they 
got too old to work. Much of the 
riverbank was worthless for 
planting so if an old couple built 
a shanty and took up residence, 
the landowners simply looked 
the other way.

Removing these people from 
land they were squatting on was 
proving a daunting challenge for 
the TVA.

At first, officials visited each 
of the families trying to reason 
with them.

“We ain’t got no place to go,” 
most of the people would reply.

The TVA officials had no an
swer. Unless the old folks had 
some sort of income, or relatives
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to take them in, the only alter
native for them was the county 
poor house.

The TVA next tried to get 
the local authorities involved 
but the sheriff, after being made 
aware of the old people’s plight, 
refused. He pointed out to the 
TVA boys that it was "Gov'ment 
land," and he had no jurisdic
tion there.

In a few instances the TVA 
tried to use its own police force 
to forcefully evict the people. But 
after one case where they were 
met with gunfire, the ensuing 
negative publicity made them 
back off.

Next they tried to force the 
people to move by more peace
ful means.

For many of these country 
people, with no way to travel to 
town, the rolling store was their 
only way to purchase supplies. 
The TVA police visited the roll
ing store owners and told them 
if they continued selling to the 
squatters they would be forbid
den to sell their products at 
Dam Town or any of the other 
construction sites. Faced with 
the possibility of losing a major 
part of their income the rolling 
store operators reluctantly 
agreed.

By 1937, only a handful of 
squatters remained. Progress 
on the dam had reached a point 
where it was imperative the 
people be moved, otherwise the 
whole project would be thrown 
behind schedule.

Will Kendricks had worked 
on the Norris Dam project in 
Tennessee and while there had 
established a reputation for be
ing able to solve problems in 
difficult situations. In one case 
where a family refused to move, 
Kendricks was able to win the 
family’s trust and discovered 
they had a brother who lived in 

Chicago. After contacting the 
brother, he put the family in his 
car and drove them to Chicago.

Kendricks had rightfully 
guessed the family did not have 
the money for bus tickets and 
would not accept charity.

When Kendricks arrived in 
Dam Town he first asked for a list 
of all the families remaining. Next 
he asked for a list of all the em
ployees who might know the fami
lies. By questioning the employ
ees he was able to get a fairly good 
idea of the different situations 
and backgrounds.

Most of the cases were fairly 
typical of what he had dealt with 
before; poor elderly people who 
had no place to turn to. Only one 
name, Moses Lamn, seemed to be 
different.

“He’s crazy!,” one of the work
ers exclaimed after being ques
tioned. “I was just walking 
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through the woods when he ap
peared and started yelling and 
waving his gun!”

Immediately a chorus of 
voices spoke up as other work
ers recalled meeting the old man. 
“He keeps his wife tied up all the 
time and won’t let her out of his 
sight,” one man said. “She seems 
all right but she stays in the 
house most of the time and no 
one’s ever talked to her.”

From the little information 
available Kendricks determined 
the couple were in their late 
eighties or early nineties. They 
had moved to the riverbank 
about a dozen years before and 
had subsisted by growing a small 
garden and fishing in the river. 
At first the couple were friendly 
with their neighbors but as time 
went on, they cut off all contact. 
By the time the TVA began pur
chasing the land no one dared
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approach the old man for fear of 
being met with a shotgun.

Early the next morning 
Kendricks drove to where the 
trail leading to Lamn’s house 
began. After parking his truck on 
the edge of the road he began 
slowly walking up the narrow 
path, not knowing what to ex
pect.

Reaching the edge of the 
clearing, where he saw Lamn 
chopping firewood, Kendricks 
stopped. Not wanting to startle 
the old man, he called out in a 
loud voice: “Mr. Lamn, my name 
is Will Kendricks and I need to 
talk to you!”

Immediately the old man 
dropped his ax and grabbed the 
shotgun lying nearby. “Get out of 
here!,” he yelled. After firing a 
shot into the air he ran to where 
his wife was sitting, and after 
untying her, led her inside the 
house.

Lamn’s actions only con
firmed what Kendricks had al
ready been told. The old man 
was probably a mental case.
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Several days later Kendricks 
drove to Huntsville to talk to the 
probate judge. After explaining 
the situation, Kendricks asked 
for advice.

“Well,” the judge replied in 
the slow Southern drawl that 
seemed to be typical of South
ern judges, “there ain’t much we 
can do. We can’t make the old 
man go to the county poor farm 
if he doesn’t want to. And if he’s 
able to take care of himself and 
hasn’t actually hurt anyone we 
can’t have him committed to a 
mental institution. There ain’t no 
law against being eccentric or 
even tying your wife up if she 
don’t complain!”

“It would be better,” he con
tinued, “if the woman was nuts. 
Then you could have her com
mitted ahd the old man would 
probably leave of his own ac
cord.” '-’I ’ ' ' 03 ' '

Kendricks returned to Dam 
Town and met with the project 
supervisors where he relayed 
what the Judge had told him.

The news was met with a
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stony silence. The dam was near
ing completion and in a few 
weeks the whole area would be 
flooded.

“You have ten days,” one of the 
supervisors told Kendricks. “The 
day after Christmas we’re send
ing our men in there to tear the 
house down!”

The next morning Kendricks 
returned to Lamn’s cabin. Again 
he was met with shotgun blasts 
in the air and loud yelling. And 
again he retreated to the safety of 
the nearby woods.

Every day Kendricks traveled 
to the cabin and every day was a 
repetition of the previous day. 
After about a week, and with time 
running out, he decided on a 
bolder course of action. He had 
noticed that Lamn always fired 
the shotgun in the air, rather than 
at him, so hopefully, the old man 
did not have any real intentions 
of hurting him.

Boldly, and without yelling to 
announce his presence first, 
Kendricks walked into the clear
ing to within a few steps of where 
the old man was working.

Sensing Kendricks' pres
ence, the old man whirled 
around to where his shotgun 
was lying and while screaming 
at the top of his lungs, fired a 
shot into the air.

Though scared to death, 
Kendricks stood still, refusing 
to run.

Quickly the old man re
loaded his shotgun and fired an
other shot. Kendricks remained 
motionless.

Realizing Kendricks was not 
going to run away, Lamn paused 
and looked at the young man in
tently.

“You don’t scare easy, do 
you?”

Though petrified with fear 
Kendricks was determined to 
stand his ground. “Look,” he 
said. "All I want is to do my job 
and go home for Christmas. I 
don’t want to hurt you or any
one else."

Trying desperately to keep 
the conversation going, 
Kendricks asked for a drink of 
water. Reluctantly, the old man 
led him to the porch and gave
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him a glass jar full of cold water.
While drinking the water and 

looking around Kendricks’ 
glance fell on the old woman sit
ting at the other end of the porch. 
The first thing that captured his 
attention was the length of rope 
tied to her wrist and the other 
end tied securely to the porch 
railing. She was rocking back 
and forth slowly and seemed to 
be cuddling a doll made from 
corn shucks.

Suddenly Kendricks wheeled 
around and looked at Lamn. 
“She has Alzheimer's disease 
doesn't she?”

Kendricks had helped care 
for his grandmother who suf
fered from Alzheimer's and he 
recognized the symptoms.

“She’s just having a bad day.” 
Lamn reluctantly replied. Notic
ing Kendricks looking at the rope 
he explained, “If I don’t do that 
she might wander off while I’m 
doing the chores.”

Slowly the reality of the situ
ation dawned on Kendricks. It 
was not the old man who had 
mental problems, but his wife. 
The old man had been scaring 
people off the place to keep them 
from knowing. If the authorities 
had known, they would have had 
her committed.

Having gained a certain 
amount of the old man’s trust, 
Kendricks began explaining why
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he was there. Another week, he 
explained, the whole place 
would be under water.

After listening to the young 
man talk for almost 30 minutes, 
the old man summed up his 
situation in several words.

“Ain’t got no place to go. If I 
go to the poor house they will 
have her committed. We been to
gether for almost seventy years 
and I ain’t gonna let them put 
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her in some place by herself.”
“Please don’t tell anyone,” the 

old man begged with tears in his 
eyes.

Sleep was impossible for 
Kendricks that night as he lay in 
bed trying to decide what to do. 
He could go to town in the morn
ing and get a judge to commit the 
woman and then her husband 
would have no reason to stay on 
the land. She couldn’t take care

I



of herself and her husband 
wouldn't be unable to after they 
were evicted. Another possibil
ity was to simply say nothing and 
let the TVA forcibly evict them. 
Deep down in his heart, 
Kendricks knew that neither one 
was a real choice.

Giving up on trying to sleep, 
Kendricks decided to get dressed 
and drive back to the old 
couple's cabin. “There has to be 
another way,” he kept telling 
himself.

As he approached the cabin 
the first thing he noticed was the 
faint sound of Christmas carol
ing coming from inside. Quietly 
he made his way to the window 
and looked in.

There was a small tree sitting 
in the middle of the table, deco
rated with bits of tinsel and foil. 
Sitting in front of the tree was 
the old couple holding hands 
and singing the Christmas car
ols he had first heard on ap
proaching the cabin. Every little 
bit the lady would hesitate and 
her husband would patiently 
coax her on the words. Though 
Christmas was still several days 
away, remnants of wrapping pa
per were scattered about the 
table where the woman had 

opened her presents. She lifted 
her face to him and he kissed 
her on her cheek.

Unwilling to interrupt the 
peaceful scene, Kendricks left.

Early next morning as the 
heavy fog was still rolling across 
the Tennessee River, the peace
ful quiet of Dam Town was in
terrupted by the loud ringing of 
a bell. “Eire,” men shouted, 
“The Lamn place is on fire.”

Hurriedly getting dressed, 
Kendricks joined the men rush
ing out to the scene. By the time 
he arrived the fire had been ex
tinguished. though it had com
pletely gutted the rear of the 
house. After making sure the 
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old couple had not been caught 
in the blaze, he began looking 
around the clearing for them.

They were nowhere to be 
found.

Although a search party was 
organized and spent two days in 
the nearby hills, no trace of the 
old couple was ever found.

Later that week Kendricks 
made one final trip to the site of 
the burnt out cabin. While walk
ing around the clearing his atten
tion was drawn to a nearby rock. 
Lying next to it and wrapped in 
cloth were several old, faded pho
tographs of the Lamns along with 
their marriage certificate from 
almost three quarters of a century 
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before. Kendricks sensed that 
these things had been placed 
there on purpose, to make sure 
someone would find them, and 
maybe remember who they were.

As he stood looking at the old 
photographs, he became aware 
of a faint and soothing sound 
coming from the nearby hills. 
The sound seemed to permeate 
the clearing, finding its way into 
every corner and dark crevice. 
Maybe it was just the wind, or 
maybe it was his imagination, 
but Kendricks later swore, that 
just for a second, he heard what 
surely sounded like Christmas 
carols.

Years later when Will 
Kendricks was asked about their 
fate, he simply replied, “They 
stayed together.”

The End

It has been estimated that 
one-third of all patients commit
ted to mental institutions in the 
1930s suffered from 
Alzheimer’s. This Holiday sea
son if you want to give a gift of 
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nonprofit organization dedi
cated to providing care for those 
we love.
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The Headless Rooster
From 1891 newspaper

About two weeks ago out
side of Nashville, F.D. Lacy 
chopped off the head of a 
rooster, intending to have a pot
pie for dinner. But the rooster, 
instead of giving up the ghost, 
insisted upon walking around 
as though nothing had hap
pened.

Lacy sprinkled some flour 
on the rooster's neck to stop the 
flow of blood, and apparently 
the rooster is as happy, lively 
and contented as when he had 
his head. He is fed through a

1215 JORDAN LANE 837-6072 
7538 MELIVI. PKWY. S. 828-0106

tube. His neck is healing over, 
and he does not seem to suffer 
any pain whatever or to miss 
his head. He eats heartily, feels 
frisky and on occasion endeav
ors to crow. Lacy had him pho
tographed and has refused an 
offer of $ 100 for him.



Remnants of the War
New Hope Native Bums Logs 
and Blows up Neighborhood
From 1891 newspaper

From a reliable source a Mer
cury reporter was informed that 
on last Saturday at a point in the 
vicinity of New Hope, but on the 
Marshall County side of the river, 
an explosion occurred that has 
recalled the war and nearly 
scared the life out of an honest 
old man.

It seems that John Roberts 
was burning logs for the purpose 
of clearing up, and he had set fire 
to a heap which ignited a large 
dead tree. Suddenly a most ter
rific explosion occurred, one that 
was heard for miles, and the old 
tree was shivered and scattered 
to the winds. Roberts, who was 
a hundred yards distant, took 
his departure without troubling 
himself with an investigation. A 

party who finally visited the spot 
where the tree once stood and 
made an investigation found 
from the surroundings every evi
dence that the explosion was that 
of a bombshell that had been im
bedded in the tree during the 
war. It is known that there was a 
good deal of firing from cannon 
loaded with shell at this point 
during the war, a point that com
manded the river. The circum
stances can admit of two theo
ries, one that the shell became 
imbedded in the tree by being 
fired from a cannon and failed 
to explode. The other that it had 
been left in the hollow, if there 
was any in the tree, as a sort of 
keepsake, hoping at some future 
day that it would get in its work. 
The first theory, however, is the 
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most probable. The report was 
heard far into Madison County 
and occasioned considerable 
wonder. It is said the Mr. Rob
erts will burn no more brush in 
that neighborhood.

Bicyclists 
Helping 
Budget

from 1888 newspaper
The city is now realizing a 

nice income from parties who 
are making it a habit to ride 
bicycles on the sidewalks. In 
the past few days not less than 
fifteen or twenty cyclists have 
been arraigned in the city 
court on this charge, the fine 
they receive for the first of
fense being one dollar, the sec
ond two dollars and so on.

The police wish to thank 
the bicyclists who are doing 
their part to help maintain the 
department's budget
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Know
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Rather Romantic
A Man Marries 

the Daughter of 
his First Love. 

Mother Helps in 
Match.

From 1891 newspaper
The marriage of John Ring, aged 70, of Jackson County and 

Miss Mary Donnan, aged 20, of Decatur, is somewhat romantic. An 
old friend of the aged groom says that Ring was at one time in love 
with Miss Donnan's mother, but on account of his then compara
tive poverty was forced to see her wooed and won by her present 
husband.

He remained true in his feeling, however, and when his present 
bride was a little girl became much attached to her. In appearance 
so much like her mother, the old gentleman found in her childish 
affection a solace for the loss of her mother's love. As the girl grew 
to womanhood the old gentleman became a wealthy man, and when 
he sought the hand of Miss Donnan a short time ago found the 
mother a ready helper in the match.

The groom has just purchased a fine farm near Birmingham 
and will enjoy his last days in the sunlight of the smiles of his 
young bride.
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Larry L. Ayers___________ Darrell Smith

1330 Washington St. Huntsville, Ala. 35801 
539-2200 (office) 539-0002 (fax)

CELEBRATE YOUR 
HERITAGE!

Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp, #357 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
PO Box 2811 Huntsville, AL 35804 
Meets every 1st Thursday 7:00p.m.

the Depot, Downtown Huntsville 
Visitors Welcome!

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,

534-0781

SUN TROPIC TANNING SALON - 7900 BAILEY COVE RD., 650-0056
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A most peculiar freak is re
ported to have been played out 
by lightning a few years ago near 
Moulton. An 11 year-old boy 
named Willie Tolleson was driv
ing some horses from the pas
ture to the barn during a heavy 
rain and thunder storm. A bolt 
of lightning struck him, knock
ing out all of his teeth. He com
plains that his joints feel as if 
they would crumble. The boy is 
able to walk but says his bones 
pain him very much.

"Thou shalt not marry," was 
the commandment Hartwell 
Farwell dictated to his house
hold. Farwell forbade his sisters, 
sons and, daughters to marry, 
and handed down the heritage 
of enforcing celibacy in the fam
ily to his bachelor son, James. 
The son confessed to the mur
der of Philip Houston when he 
was about to marry Farwell's sis
ter, Alice.

The elder Farwell hated the 
institution of matrimony and de
clared it was only justified to es

cape from starvation. "I've 
enough money to take care of my 
children, so they will not have 
to marry," he often declared.

A speedy and conclusive trial 
was that of Ed Morrison, who 
killed young Henry Hunter in 
Madison County, Georgia a few 
years back. Eighteen minutes' 
argument for the defense, six
teen for the prosecution, twenty 
for the judge's charge, twenty for 
the jury, and then the verdict. 
One hour and fourteen minutes 
after the evidence closed, the 
jury returned a verdict of 
"Guilty."

He was hanged the next 
morning.

A young lady put a piece of 
wedding cake under her pillow, 
and went to bed with the happy 
belief that she would dream of 
seeing her future husband. That 
evening, however, she had eaten 

A Hardware Store... The Way You Remember Them! 
222 Washington St. 539-5777

two plates of ice cream, about a 
pint of strawberries, several 
sweet cakes and two large pick
les, and she now says she would 
rather remain single all her life 
than marry the man she saw in 
her dreams that night.

Before 1859, baseball um
pires sat in padded rocking 
chairs behind the catcher.

A cop named Herbert Fields 
was making his midnight rounds 
on a Harley Davidson motorcycle 
in Florence, S.C., when he col
lided with a 200 lb., pig. His "hog" 
was totaled while the animal suf
fered only minor scratches. The 
vindictive officer jailed the porker 
for reckless walking at night.

In Dallas, an eager Leo Darley 
was trying his first case as pros
ecutor in district criminal court. 
The defendant complained that 
he had no attorney. "Go get one

Allied Photocopy - Quality Reproduction - Black 8 White or Color



quick—we're going to trial," com
manded an impatient Darley. 
The defendant hurriedly de
parted. Darley is still waiting for 
him to return.

Two determined safecrackers 
were breaking into the vault of 
the Velders Elevator Company in 
Wisconsin when they tripped an 
antiburglary device that sent a 
flood of tear gas pouring through 
the room. Undaunted, they 
broke into the fire station a few 
doors down and stole two gas 
masks. They returned to the task 
at hand and succeeded in their 
quest. Unfortunately, all that per
severance netted them just $400 
in cash, along with $2,800 in 
nontransferable stock and a few 
unendorsed checks.

Hop McBride was trimming 
his hedges when he heard an air
plane overhead cut its engines 
and swoop down low. He looked 
up to see the crop duster lean
ing from his cockpit and shout
ing "Fire!" Hop looked around 
and saw his neighbor's roof 
ablaze. He called the fire depart
ment in time to save the house.

In Albany, New York, one of 
Martin A. Schmitt's gold pheas
ants sought a taste of the wild 
life and disappeared into nearby 
woods last May. Today the bird 
returned and created a rumpus 
until Schmitt let it back into the 
coop.

RS. The pheasant hunting 
season opens Monday.

A wife can often surprise 
her husband on their 

wedding anniversary by 
merely mentioning it.
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Common Nail Problems | 

of the Foot"
Dr. R. Lee Freeman has been treating 

patients in North Alabama 
since 1979 and is 

currently associated with 
Dr. Angela W. Murphy

The nails of the foot are exposed to a good 
deal of trauma over a lifetime, This trauma may 

result in painful, thickened nails that are discolored 
and infected with a fungus; or more simply, an 

in-grown nail which may be infected by bacteria. 
Nail problems of the foot should not be ignored.
They can lead to severe infections that may 

affect the bone.
This is especially true for people affected by 

diabetes or poor circulation.

The Foot Group
Come Visit Our New Location!

101 Bob Wallace Avenue 
Suite B

Huntsville, Ala. 35801
(205) 533-4272

We accept most major insurance plans: 

BC/BS - PMD - MEDICARE
"No representation is made about the quality of the podiatric services to be performed or of the expertise of the podiatric physicians

r- performing such services." .

■--------—....... ...... ---- ======ss^
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Sweet Christmas Sala

1 can fruit cocktail
1 can coconut
1 jar red maraschino 
cherries

1 jar green maraschino 
cherries

Mix all together after drain
ing all cans. Taste, then add 
whatever you think is lacking. 
Try walnuts, canned pears, 
peaches, bananas, etc.

azecl Pecans

When mixture comes to soft ball 
stage remove from heat, mix in 
the flavorings. Stir until mix be
gins to cool, add the pecans and 
mix well. Place the pecans on 
wax paper, one layer deep, be
ing careful that pecans do not 
touch each other. Cool.

1 carton sour cream
2 cups pecans
2 small cans mandarin

3 c. sugar
1 c. sour cream
2 1/2 t. vanilla extract

oranges
powdered sugar to taste 
1 package miniature
marshmallows

1 can pineapple chunks

Country Cooking - Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
6:30 am - 9:00 pm Seven Days a Week

505 East Airport Road 883-7656

1/2 t. almond extract
5 c. pecan halves

Cook sugar and sour cream 
over low heat, stirring constantly.

1 c. sugar
1/2 c. water
1 t. cinnamon
1/2 t. nutmeg
1/2 t. ground cloves
1 lb. roasted peanuts, red 
skins on

Boil the sugar, water and 
spices til the syrup threads from 
spoon. Drop the peanuts into 
the boiling syrup. Stir until the 
nuts are diy-looking and pour 
out onto waxed paper. Let stand 
til cool and dry.

Ckpisfmas Cream

eese

1 8-oz. package cream 
cheese, softened

1 c. strawberries + whole 
berries for garnish 

graham cracker crust

four Seasons Sunrooms - Enjoy Outdoor Living Indoors - 539-3687
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Mix the cream cheese with 
sugar, vanilla, almond, and nut
meg. Blend well and stir 3/4 of 
the mashed strawberries into the 
cream mixture. Whip the whip
ping cream, gradually adding the 
confectioners sugar, til stiff peaks 
form. Gently fold in the cheese 
mixture, then fold the rest of the 
strawberries into the cheese mix
ture and put all into the crust. 
Refrigerate and chill overnight. 
Garnish with whole strawberries 
if available.

1 c. sugar
1/3 c. plain flour
1 t. apple pie spice
4 c. sliced pared
tart apples
2 c. cranberries
2 T. butter
pastry for 9" two-crust pie

Stir together the sugar, flour 
and spice. In a pastry-lined pie 
pan, alternate layers of apples, 
cranberries and sugar mixture, 
beginning and ending with the 
sugar mixture. Dot with butter. 
Cover with the top crust. Cut slits 
in the crust, seal and flute edges. 
Bake in a preheated 425 F. oven 
for about 45-50 minutes.

REAL ESTATE CLASSES
GLENN EUDY'S

FORTUNE SCHOOL OF REAL ESTATE 
NOW ENROLLING 

FOR PRE LICENSE, POST LICENSE, 
BROKERS & CE

CALL GLENN EUDY - 509-3468 Mobile 
DIGITAL PAGER - 720-4112

(After beep enter your phone number)

D POCCO li M onica

1 20-oz. package frozen 
chopped broccoli, cooked 
and drained

1 can Cream of Mushroom 
soup

3/4 c. mayonnaise
2 eggs, well-beaten
1 c. shredded sharp
Cheddar cheese
1/2 t. garlic powder

Mix all ingredients together 
and put into a 9x13" baking 
dish. Bake at 350 degrees for 
about 30 minutes or until firm.

Chicken Bupqundij

Bake one chicken breast per 
person in medium oven til ten
der. When ready to serve, place 
chicken breast over rice, a mix
ture of plain and wild rice. 
Spoon the following sauce over 
the chicken breast and garnish 
with chopped green onions.

Sauce:
2 c. burgundy wine 
3/4 c. brown sugar
3 t. soy sauce
Mix and bring to boil. After 

mixture comes to boil, thicken 
it with a bit of cornstarch that 
has been mixed in a little cold 
water.

Save your Empties
Housewives who are ac

customed to canning their 
own fruits and vegetables will 
find it next to impossible to get 
tin cans at any price this year, 
unless the present conditions 
change. It has been suggested 
that all housekeepers save 
their empty bottles, to be used 
as containers for syrups, 
catsups and similar semi-liq- 
uids. This should release a 
number of cans for "putting 
up" whole and sliced fruits 
and vegetables for winter use.

from 1916 newspaper

• •

VAXA
All Natural Product Allows 

Your Body to Address 

Everyday Illness

DIABETICS
Safe, Natural 
Homeopathic 

Nutraceutical Support for
diabetes, hypoglycemia, 
and other blood sugar 
imbalances.

Diabin+™ by VAXA®

Let Your Body
Correct its Own Imbalances!

Buy-Wise Drugs 
444 Wynn Drive 
Huntsville, Ala.



HOUSEHOLD

BREVITIES
FROM THE 1800'S

If you burn coal, see that the 
stove is thoroughly cleaned out 
in the morning before afresh fire 
is started, for in no other way 
can you secure a clear, bright 
fire during the day. Be sure that 
the ashes are sifted and slightly 
dampen the cinders before us
ing them, for this promotes com
bustion.

Since American enterprise 
has succeeded in supplying re

THE AMERICAN HEART 
ASSGT1ATION 

MEMORIAL PROGRAM.

liable timekeepers at so low a fig
ure, every kitchen should reckon 
a clock among its outfit. Having 
learned from cookery books, veri
fied by personal experiment, the 
average length of time required 
for cooking the usual meats, 
poultry, vegetables, etc., make a 
list of these and hang it up in 
some convenient place in your 
kitchen.

If you burn lamps keep them 
scrupulously clean. Wicks, 
soaked in strong vinegar and 
dried before being used, will not 
smoke. Two or three times a year, 
the part of the lamp containing 
the wick should be boiled in wa
ter in which washing soda has 
been dissolved; this will improve 
the quality of the light and obvi
ate the danger of explosion.

Never reprove servants in the 
presence of others. Avoid irreso
lution, undue fault finding, famil
iarity, or display of ill temper, and 
endeavor to show all possible 
consideration for their comfort.

A clean cap and long white 
apron should always be kept 

hanging in the kitchen closet, 
ready for the servant to put on 
to serve the meals or to open the 
door. It is better for the mistress 
to own these articles, since if 
given to the servants they depart 
with them, and, in our American 
households, alas, a change of 
domestics is too apt to be a fre
quent occurrence.

Heavy woolen sweaters may 
be dried most successfully in the 
following way: lay a clean sheet 
of paper kept just for this pur
pose over a window screen. On 
this place the washed sweater in 
exactly its original form, carefully 
placing the fullness in the front, 
with a flat back. Balance the 
screen on two chairs and dry the 
sweater over a floor register or 
in a warm room in the winter

Make a 
contribution to 
life after death.

Wishing you a very happy 
Holiday Season!

Chick-fil-A of Parkway City Mall 
2801 Memorial Pkwy. 533-4678

Cliick-fil-A Whitesburg Dr.
4751 Whitesburg Dr. 880-4080

1-K00-AHA-USA1

American
Heart

Association

This space provided as a public service
1992 American Head Association



page 19time, or in a shady place out of 
doors if it is summer.

When drying celery, parsley 
or sage for winter seasonings, 
leave all the leaves on and cut 
the stalks short enough so that 
they will fit in preserve jars. Place 
them in the uncovered jars with 
the leaves down and dry them 
in the oven. Then adjust the rub
bers and covers and store them 
away.

Keep a mixture of sweet oil 
and lime water on hand at all 
times. Apply immediately to 
burns. The best lime water is 
made from one pound of lime 
soaked in a quart of water.

There isn't much to be 
seen in a little town, 
but what you hear 
makes up for it

First Federal
Mortgage

BUILDING AND GROWING WITH ALABAMA

2310 Market Place SW, Suite B Huntsville, Ala. 
Call (205) 551-0123

If you didn't select just any house then 
don't select just any mortgage company! 

SPECIALIZING IN
Conventional fixed rate & Adjustable rate mortgages

FHA and VA loans
Short-term construction & construction permanent loans 

Fixed rate balloon & bi-weekly mortgages 
Bond & MCC Programs

FmHA Loans
No PMI Option

• ■ .,sy-
Your Mortgage Specialists:

Betty Boykin, Mortgage Officer/Branch Manager - Martha Gilstrap, Mortgage 
Officer - Marla Warren, Mortgage Officer/Construction Loan Manager

Hard of Hearing? 100 Years Ago, This Was State-of-the-Art Technology

Today There’s

MIRACLE-EAR
Hearing Loss can occur at any age. 

Don't miss a word of your child's school 
play. Don't miss a note of your favorite 
symphony. After all, it’s the little things 

that count the most.
The Mirage'”

Hearing 
Aid

Miracle-Ear*
Two Location in Huntsville to Serve You: 

Miracle-Ear Center 900 Bob Wallace Ave. 539-4009 
Sears Hearing Aid Center (Madison Square Mall) 830-8529

•Hearing aids won't restore natural hearing. Individual experiences may vary depending on proper fit, severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation and ability to adapt to MT^lification.
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Huntsville

Heresay

By Billy Joe Cooley
and His Unidentified Sources

I
i

EARLYBIRD sweethearts 
Billy Woodall and Emily Brandt 
are already holiday shopping for 
each other. Must be love or 
something mighty like it.

Tom Langford, former editor 
of the Huntsville News, was in 
town for a visit with old friends 
the other day.

Chris Summers has moved 
here from Anniston and is a bar
keep at Vieux Carre nitery.

Artist Helen "Babe" 
Sockwell joined a bunch of us 
at Alabama Music Hall of Fame 
in Muscle Shoals as Tom 
Swatzell presented a signature 
Dolbro slide guitar for exhibit.

We spent some quality time 
last weekend with songwriter/ 
author Tom T. Hall, who sent 
congratulations to retiring 
banker Louis Boatright. Tom T. 

was autographing his latest 
novel, "What a Book," at Books- 
A-Million on Airport Road. Col
legian David Westbrook was 
there and was photographed 
with the legend.

Frank Calabretta has re
turned from an extensive adven
ture through the golden West, 
mainly New Mexico and Colo
rado. A lot of tales will be forth
coming. Now he plans to be fur
ther enlightened next fall at Uni
versity of New Mexico, with in
tentions of following the journal
istic path.

Folks from Old Huntsville, 
Old Morgan County, Old 
Marshall County, Old Mobile, 
Old Tuscaloosa and Old Shoals 
recently congregated in Hunts
ville to share tales and to do 
some some serious partying. 

Topping the agenda was the 
announcement of a five year 
plan to introduce an "old" pa
per in every major city in Ala
bama.

Comic Ralph Hood has a 
collection of his Madison
County Record columns com
ing out in book form right 
away. He calls it The Truth and 
Other Lies, which is similar to 
a name I had planned to call 
my own book of short stories. 
I'll find another title. Any sug
gestions?

Remember all those politi
cians who were your best 
friends last month before the 
election? See how many re
members your name now that 
the voting is over.

My neighbor Daniel Short 
has returned home from the

k HUNTSVILLE’S OWN IRISH PUB .

Visit with the ladies & gentlemen of

And Enjoy Your Heritage 
South Parkway 

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)



page 21it's back to the grind.
Our car-selling pal Bill 

Brooks and friends dined out at 
El Mexicano the other night and 
were so pleased they went back 
the next night. Meanwhile, 
Intergraph's Jeff Gibbs and his 
Lacey's Spring crowd plan to do 
the same thing this weekend.

The two Marks—Jones and 
Magnat—have become part of 
the evening crowd at the Barnes 
& Nobles bookstore's coffee bar.

Johnny Cochran, famed 
lawyer in the O. J. Simpson trial, 
was in Huntsville recently sign
ing books. Insiders tell us he's 
not betting on O. J. to walk away 
innocent again.

Fancy running into pretty 
Ruth Ward as she sang around 
the Finnegan's Pub piano Friday 
night. Musician Nancy Luce was 
in rare form and bosslady Ellen 
MacAnally couldn't have been 
happier.

Everybody is making plans to 
hear fiddler Mark O'Connor do 
his Huntsville debut on New 
Year's Eve with The Huntsville 
Symphony Orchestra. That's the 
biggest pop music show in town 
each year.

The Silly Council is back to 
business as usual. Wouldn't it be 
great if politicians were required 
to release their I.Q. scores before 
each election? Then, when one 
of them makes a dumb state
ment, they would at least have 
an excuse.

And last but not least, our 
favorite lady. Aunt Eunice, 
wants everyone to know that she 
loves them and to have a won
derful holiday season.

We love you, too, Aunt 
Eunice.

A polital promise 
today means another 

tax tomorrow.

Lasf year ysv gof f«e kids a pvpfy-

Because fhey said fhey u>ere bored and 
tuanfed sonjef hing new f« pty Uif h. And 
fhey SUWe fhey uwld fake care 4 if-

This year fhey uanf a ferref.

S», urtiaf areysv g?nna 4s?

t-H-f
W
SHOP

sM-n'm sPfs

FAMILY TREE SERVICE
Tree
Trimming

Tree Pruning

Stump Removal

Dead Wooding 
Fertilization Inject.

A

y J?

\ > a

% flB

Bonded / Licensed

Insured

Insurance Jobs 
Welcomed

Firewood

Lot Clearing 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

10 Years Experience

24 Hour Emer. Svc.

852-5296 FREE ESTIMATES 
David. Merritt



page 22

The Insanity of Mrs. Lincoln
From 1875 newspaper

Ever since the death of her 
husband, the widow of Pres. Lin
coln has shown signs of mental 
disease. Last week her son peti
tioned to have her sent to the 
insane hospital and testimony 
was offered from which we pro
duce the following from the Chi
cago Tribune.

Dr. Isham testified that on the 
12th of March he received a tele
gram from Jacksonville, Florida, 

as follows: "My belief is my son 
is sick. Telegraph. I start for 
Chicago tomorrow." Her son was 
perfectly well at the time and 
telegraphed her. Mr. Lincoln 
also telegraphed to her, telling 
her to remain in Florida until 
perfectly well. He received a sec
ond telegram, after the lapse of 
an hour and a half.

It read: "My dearly beloved 
son, Robt. T. Lincoln: Rouse 
yourself and live for your 
mother. You are all I have. From 

this hour all I have is yours. I pray 
every night that you may be 
spared to your mother."

Robert T. Lincoln, the peti
tioner, then took the witness 
stand. His face indicated the un
pleasantness of the duty he was 
about to perform, and his eyes 
were expressive of the grief he felt. 
Mrs. Lincoln at first looked on 
calmly, but during the recital of 
the incidents of the family history, 
and reference to the death of his 
father and brother, she gave way 
to tears and buried her face in 
her hands. He testified that he did 
not know why his mother thought 
he was sick, unless she had read 
some newspaper paragraph to 
that effect. He had not been sick 
in ten years.

The action he had taken was 
sad to contemplate, but he had 
done it in the interest of his 
mother.

He did not want any money 
from her. He had money in trust, 
for her.

He met her in the car upon 
her arrival from the south, and 
upon meeting her she was 
startled. She had the appearance 
of good health, and did not even 

REALTY
3322 S. Memorial Parkway 

Suite 32 E
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

PATCASSITY
REALTOR GRI, CRS, LTG

OFFICE

(205) 882-2114 
1-800-239-5476 
(Beeper) 720-1310

Huntsville's Old Town 
& 

Twickenham Specialist!



seem fatigued by the trip. He asked 
her to come to his house, but she 
declined and went to the hotel. He 
went with her and took her sup
per. She told him that at the first 
breakfast in Jacksonville an at
tempt was made to poison her. He 
occupied a room adjoining her 
room that night, but subsequently 
was restless and would come to his 
door in her nightdress and rap.

Twice in one night she aroused 
him and asked to sleep in his 
room. He admitted her, gave her 
his bed, and he slept on the 
lounge. He got Dr. Isham to attend 
her. About April 1 she ceased tap
ping at his door, he having told her 
that if she persisted he would leave 
the hotel. He went to her room 
April 1, and found her but slightly 
dressed. She left the room in that 
condition under some pretext, and 
the next thing he knew, she was 
going down in the elevator to the 
office. He had the elevator stopped, 
and tried to induce her to return 
to her room. She regarded his in
terference as impertinent, but 
when he put his arms about her 
and gently forced her, she 

screamed, "You are going to 
murder me!"

After awhile she said that 
the man who took her pocket
book had promised to return 
it at a certain hour. She said 
the man was a wandering Jew 
she had met in Florida. She 
then took a seat near the wall 
and professed to be repeating 
what the man was saying to her 
through the wall. She had since 
the fire kept her trunks and 
property in the Fidelity Safe De
posit Company's building. He 
called on her the last week in 
April, and she told him that all 
Chicago was going to be 
burned, and that she was go
ing to send her trunks to some 
country town. She said Milwau
kee was too near Oshkosh, 
where there had been a terrible 
fire the night before. She told 
him that his house would be 
the only one saved and he sug
gested to her to leave her 
trunks with him.

The following Sunday she 
showed him securities for 
$57,000 which she carried in

page 23 
her purse. She had spent large 
sums of money recently. She had 
bought $600 worth of lace cur
tains, 3 watches, costing $450; 
$700 worth of other jewelry; 
$200 worth of soaps and per
fumes, and a whole piece of silk. 
He had no doubt that she was 
Insane. He had a conference with 
her cousin and Mayor Stuart of 
Springfield, and Judge Davis of 
the supreme court, all of whom 
advised him to the course he

Come Play on North 
Alabama's #1 Public 

Golf Course
For Tee Times Call 205-551 -1818 

HAMPTON COVE

DISCOVER THE FLAVOR OF OLD MEXICO! 
"74c "Seat Ttlcxica*.

MEJICANO
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

"SERVING HUNTSVILLE SINCE 1973"
Delicious Mexican Food In A Friendly Atmosphere 
All Menu Items Prepared Fresh Daily 
Banquet Room Facilities

- OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER - 
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT 

Closed Mondays

CALL...534-2371
2713 PATTON RD. S.W.

■ BETWEEN BOB WALLACE & DRAKE AVENUES -
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had taken. He did not regard it 
as sale to allow her to remain 
longer unrestrained. She had 
long been a source of great anxi
ety. He had a man watching her 
for the last three weeks, whose 
sole duty it was to look after her 
when she went on the street. She 
had no home, and did not visit 
his house because of a misun
derstanding with his wife. She 
had always been kind to him. 
She had been of unsound mind 
since the death of her husband, 
and had been irresponsible for 
the last 10 years. He regarded 
her as eccentric and unmanage
able.

□

®"The Hormone from Heaven

DHEA
Reported PHEA benefits:

Reduces Stress
Reduces Body Fat 

Therapy for Menopause 
Anti-aging

Energizes
Enhances Libido 

Enhances Memory
Boosts Immune System

And More...
(From: The Super Hormone Promise

Simon & Schuster, 1996)

Available NOW in Capsule, Cream & Spray
at:

Pot"OaGold
200 Oakwood Ave. (Next door to Winn-Dixie) Huntsville, AL 

g Mon.- Sat. 10a.m.-6p.m. 533-7569 [q
□

There was no cause for her 
recent purchases, as her trunks 
were filled with dresses she 
never wore.

She never wore jewelry.
The jury had been absent but 

a few minutes when it returned 
with the following verdict: "We 
the undersigned jurors in the 
case of "Mrs. Mary Lincoln, al
leged to be insane, having heard 
the evidence in the case, are sat
isfied that the said Mary Lincoln 
is insane, and is a fit person to 
be sent to a state hospital for the 
insane."

The End

□

□

A Strange 
Case of
Bigamy

from 1888 newspaper

Savannah, Georgia— There 
has developed a queer case of 
bigamy here. The wife of Oliver 
Law, a night watchman, left him 
because he had become intensely 
jealous. While consulting with a 
justice about the matter, the jus
tice jokingly suggested that Law 
get another wife. Acting on this 
advice. Law hunted up a young 
girl, Maude Estelle, aged 18, of 
Jacksonville, while she was vis
iting. He proposed to her, was 
accepted and took out a license 
and married her at once.

After two days of bliss with 
his new wife. Law suddenly 
awakened to a consciousness of 
his unpleasant position with two 
wives in one small city, and 
stepped out, leaving a note for 
each. He is thought to have gone 
to Columbus.

God gave us mouths 
th at
don't - which sh |i||

us something.



by Chip Knight

Billy Jackson was twelve 
years old, and was an orphan. 
He had only dim memories of his 
parents and of his older sister 
who had all perished when their 
house burned back in 1896. His 
last memory of his father was 
when he threw him into the arms 
of a neighbor from the upstairs 
bedroom window with the house 
burning down around them. 
Billy now lived with his aunt Sa
rah, a kindly woman in her mid
forties who had never married. 
Aunt Sarah taught school in 
town, but the town was small 
and it was not hard to walk into 
the fields and woods of the coun
tryside. Billy was doing just that.

It was Christmas morning 
and Billy was tramping through 
the snow which had fallen over
night. He could see the gaily 
decorated trees in the windows 
of the houses as he walked down 
the street toward the edge of 
town, his shotgun cradled in the 
crook of his left arm. The shot
gun had been a Christmas 
present two years ago, when 
times were better. These days his 
aunt Sarah was more likely to 
be paid for her services with eggs 
or with a fresh chicken than with 
money, so Billy figured that there 
was some real use for his going 
after a rabbit this morning, after 

all, there hadn't really been any 
Christmas. Oh, the day was 
pretty, and the town and coun
tryside were lovely with the snow 
which had fallen Christmas Eve 
night, rare as that was here in 
the South. All in all, Billy was 
feeling just a little bit lonely and 
sorry for himself.

Out in the country, the snow 
was even deeper than it was in 
town, but Billy's boots were well 
oiled and his feet were dry if 
cold. Although he was looking 
out for a rabbit to scamper from 
the underbrush, his mind was 
still on Christmas. This year. 

STAR MARKET
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there had been no money for pre
sents. He and aunt Sarah had 
just stood before their small, 
sparsely decorated tree and held 
hands and looked into each oth
er's eyes and nodded in under
standing. Then he had gotten his 
shotgun and a few shells, got into 
his boots and coat and walked 
outside.

Up ahead, perhaps half a 
mile, was an old farm house, re
ally more of a tenant house, with 
a tin roof and red siding that 
looked like bricks, but was re
ally Just some sort of asphalt sid
ing that was nailed over the 
boards that made up the outside 
walls. For a second, he saw a 
dark shape flit through his view 
then disappear, perhaps under 
the old house. There was no 
smoke coming from the chimney, 
so Billy guessed the house was 
empty, perhaps abandoned. 
Times were hard for everyone, 
and sometimes people just left; 
it had to be better somewhere. 
There were a lot of abandoned 
houses, but many people, espe
cially out in the country, were 
able to scratch out an existence 
by gardening and putting food by,



page 26
and by hunting. It was really a 
barter economy.

The half-grown pup was 
black with a short winter coat, 
long ears and a long tail. He was 
probably a Labrador mix, but, of 
course, that did not concern him. 
Two things were on his mind 
right then; he was hungry, and 
he had Just seen a human walk
ing in the field about a half mile 
away.

Hunting was going to be dif
ficult with the snow. He had 
never seen snow before, but, in 
the manner of dogs, he accepted 
it. It was just a part of his world 
that he had never seen before. 
He had been living under the old 
house since the weather had 
turned cold as it provided some 
protection from the bitter wind. 
Before that, after his mother 
weaned him, he had just wan
dered in the fields and woods, 
living on whatever he could catch 
and drinking from creeks and an 
occasional pond. He was vaguely 
sad, for dogs are social animals, 
and he was very much alone.

That thought occurred to 
him as he saw the human. He 
had seen other humans before, 
and had even seen the long 

things that this one carried in the 
crook of his arm. He knew that 
the long thing could make a 
frightful noise, and he suspected 
that it could hurt him, and he 
was therefore somewhat fright
ened, and remained still under 
the old house. At the same time, 
though, he was aware of his de
sire for companionship, and 
wondered if he might possibly 
befriend the human. He had, af
ter all, seen other dogs accom
panying humans on several oc
casions, and they had appeared 
to be friends. Once, he had tried 
to approach such a pair, but the 
dog had growled at him and 
backed his ears and showed his 
teeth, and the human had yelled 
at him. Seeing that they were un
friendly, he had left and there 
had been no pursuit. He re
mained under the house, but he 
was cold and hungry and alone.

Having spotted the fleeting 
image by the old farm house, 
Billy Jackson's curiosity was 
aroused and he slowly made his 
way toward the house, still keep
ing his eyes open in case he 
flushed a rabbit. It occurred to 
Billy that he might have seen a 
dog, and he wondered if a stray 

dog out in the country would be 
wild, or just what. He began to 
feel a little better, thinking about 
the dog, if it really was a dog.

Somehow it just wasn't right 
to be all alone on Christmas day. 
Of course, there was aunt Sarah, 
but he still felt alone. Maybe, he 
thought, it wasn't Just him. 
Maybe everyone else felt alone, 
too. That didn't make it any bet
ter, though. He trudged on 
through the snow toward the old 
house.

When Billy got up to the 
house, he unloaded his shotgun 
and lay it on the porch, and then 
looked around to see where the 
dog or whatever it was could get 
under the house. There it was, a
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hole in the skirting which sur
rounded the raised foundation. 
He called out "Come here, boy, 
good boy," and then whistled a 
couple of times. He waited a mo
ment, then called again. This 
time, he was rewarded by the 
"thump, thump, thump" of a tail 
striking alternately on the floor 
of the house and the ground un
derneath.

Although he was frightened, 
he felt that this human was not 
like the one who had chased him 
off and whose dog had threat
ened to fight with him. He heard 
a voice call out, and then a 
whistle, and another, and his tail 
just went out of control and 
started wagging, banging the 
floor and the ground. Well, there 
was no denying it now; the hu
man surely knew he was there. 
Then, another call, and he 
thought, well maybe this human 
would be his friend. He needed 
a friend. He stood up and walked 
carefully out from under the old 
house.

Billy called again, and was 
answered by the appearance of 
a black head through the skirt
ing. He gently reached over and 
let the dog sniff his hand, then 
slowly touched the head, then 
rubbed it. The dog's tail was now 
banging on the siding. Billy 
stepped back a couple of steps 
and called to the dog again, and 
the dog came out and came over 
to him. Billy squatted down and 
put his face in the dog's face and 
got licked thoroughly. Then, they 
just looked at each other, and 
each of them knew that they were 
no longer alone.

Billy picked up the shotgun, 
and, with the dog at his side, 
started for home. He had his 
Christmas present, and this was 
the best Christmas ever.

The End

f Act II 
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Training Camps) were started by 
Franklin Roosevelt about 1936 
to instill military training in men 
who could be called in the future 
with little cost to the goverment. 
Conditions in Europe and Asia 
were approaching a crisis and it 
was apparent that the current 
Regular Army, consisting of 
about 120,000 men, would be 
too small to handle a world wide so he was locked up in the Guard 
conflict.

Discipline was very strict. In the 
evening we could go to the army 
PX or theater but were not al
lowed to go to Chattanooga or 
Rossville.

After two or three days one 
of the boys from Huntsville de
cided he had had enough and 
wanted to go home. No provi
sions were made for such events

House. The next day he decided 
that army life wasn't so bad after 
all!

The first year trainees 
learned "dismounted drill" and 
were not allowed to ride horses. 
The 3rd and 4th years we trained 
on the horses of the Regular 
Army Cavalry. Imediately after 
dismounting for the day, the 
horse had to be groomed. It was 
gone over carefully with a curry 
comb and brush and its hooves 
cleaned. The saddle was then 
cleaned with saddle soap. Very 
often the soldier of the regular 
army, whom the horse was as
signed to, was standing by to 
make sure we did a good job.

Some of the people from 
Huntsville who attended 
C.M.T.C. at Fort Olglethorpe with 
me were: William A. Burgess, 
Jarrett (Jack) Griffin, Charles 
Hooper, Elliott R. Matthews, and 
Guy Haislip, who was from 
Gurley.

Members met for one month 
each year for training at an army 
installation. They recieved no 
pay except for five cents per mile 
by rail from place of residence 
to place of training.

Boys from Huntsville were 
sent to Fort Olgethorpe, Georgia, 
home of the 6th Cavalry. We 
boarded the train in Huntsville 
and upon arriving in Chatta
nooga, army trucks were waiting 
to take us the rest of the way.

We dismounted from the 
trucks and lined up in front of 
rows of concrete slabs. On each 
side was a tent, folded and ready 
to be erected. The concrete slabs 
served as the floors when the 
tents were erected (one for each 
six men). We were each given a 
straw tick (cotton bag) to make 
a mattress by filling the bag with 
straw from a straw pile.

The only buildings were
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Sidewalks For The Courthouse
City is expected to receive no aid from 

County Commissioners
Last evening at a meeting of 

the Board of Mayor and Aider
men, a petition was presented 
asking that a sidewalk be built 
around the courtyard fence by 
the city of Huntsville. The board 
then appointed a conference 
committee to consult Judge Tay
lor and the board of County Com
missioners. One conception of 
the rights of the city in this case 
is, that the city of Huntsville owns 
all property outside of the court
yard, as much so as they do all 
sidewalks and streets in the city.

We anticipate that on the sub
ject of the walk around the court
yard, the city will receive cold 
comfort from the County Com
missioners. Huntsville unaided 
and alone should meet the 
proposition squarely, and build 
at her own expense a handsome 
walk around the railing, for it is 
an improvement that has been 
needed for years, and its present 

and past condition is a disgrace. 
So far as the fountains on the in
side of the courtyard it is an en
tirely different matter, the county 
would obtain a benefit, an orna
ment and a needed improve
ment, which the people in the 
county could not object to. The 
same would be refreshing and an 
ornament to our city, and one 
that would contribute much to 
the appearance of our square. We 
heartily favor this fountain idea, 
and hope that cooperation can 
be attained between the city and 
county.
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E§From The Year 1935
OLD AGE PENSIONS
TO BE PAID JAN. 1 st

Nov., 11:—Commissioner 
Collins of the Alabama Public 
Welfare department announced 
today that his office will be pay
ing old age pensions starting on 
January 1st of next year, but 
stated that he believed that not 
more than 12,000 to 15,000 of 
the state's 105,000 persons over 
the age of 65 would be eligible 
for payment. He also cautioned 
people against expecting a wind
fell, as he said that most pen
sions paid will not be over the 
amount of $15.00 per month.

The state pension act has set 
$30.00 as the maximum pen
sion, but Collins said that money 
is tight and his department will 
have to work on a basis of cash 
available rather than need, 
spreading its money as far as it 
will go over the most needy 
cases.

A $77,000 surplus in the 
Confederate pension fund on 
October 1 st would be a great help 
to the welfare department, but it 
is unsure if those funds can le
gally be used for old-age pen
sions.

Collins also cautioned that 
each applicant for a state old-age 
pension must be able to prove 
that he or she has no adult chil
dren who can offer support or 
care for them.

HELP WANTED
The Tennessee Valley Au

thority is hiring laborers for 
the Guntersville dam project. 
Room and board furnished at 
reasonable costs, Starting sal
ary at 35 cents an hour.

Also experienced cook ca
pable of preparing 2000 
meals per day.

Apply at construction site.

POOR HOUSE CLOSED
Huntsville: In a surprise move by the Welfare Board yesterday, 

the County Poor House, located at the end of Hermitage, was abol
ished. Spokesman Lawrence Goldsmith explained that with the 
Welfare Department now taking care of the indigent there is nom 
longer a need for an Alms House. By the end of the year the poor 
house is expected to be empty as new homes are found by the 
present occupants. Alabama currently has 63 poor houses.

GOVERNOR GRAVES 
WANTS RESUMPTION 
OF TIDE-TIGER GAME

Special Committee of 
Legion Asked to 

Negotiate
Nov., 26: Governor Bibb 

Graves has asked a special 
American Legion committee to 
negotiate the resumption of the 
University of Alabama versus 
Auburn games. He expressed 
hope that a post season football 
game could be arranged for the 
Christmas or New Year's season.

Horace Wilkinson chairman 
of Legion's special committee, 
said they expect to confer with 
authorities of the colleges by the 
latter part of this week. 'We're 
going to try to accomplish some
thing," he said.

The colleges last played 
against each other in a game in 
1906.

Designer Glass - Artist/Designer Consultant for Stained Glass - 536-0100 / 536-1808
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OLD HUNTSVILLE - YESTERDAY’S NEWS TODAY
YOUNG

ROOSEVELT
DENIES HE WAS 

IN AUTO 
ACCIDENT AFTER 

PARTY
CONCORD, Mass., Nov. 2:— 

It was a matter of dispute today 
whether or not John Roosevelt, 
youngest son of the President, 
was In an automobile which 
struck a hedge, hurling a young 
girl to the ground after a raucous 
party. Chief of Police William G. 
Ryan said that Roosevelt, a stu
dent at Harvard, was indeed in 
the automobile that was involved 
in the early-morning accident, 
which followed the debutante 
party of Miss Ledlie Laughlin the 
night before.

Based on his investigation, 
the girl was riding on the run
ning board of the car when it 
struck the hedge in front of the 
Concord Country Club.

Another participant of the 
raucous party, identified as one 
of the Kennedy brothers, report
edly fled the scene when in
formed there would be an inves
tigation.

The investigation was or
dered by the town selectmen af
ter receiving reports that the 
party was quite noisy and had 
lasted into the early hours of 
Sunday morning, which is in 
violation of the state Sabbath 
laws.

"Absolutely wrong," said 
young Roosevelt when he was 
told of the Chiefs statement.

Three of the four Roosevelt 
brothers have been involved in 
a series of motor accidents since 
their father became president.
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Heard on 
the Street 
in 1891

Henry Hone, white, who re
sides in the northern part of the 
county, had been lying in jail for 
sometime now on a charge of 
being unlawfully married - he 
having a living wife, was turned 
loose yesterday on bond for his 
appearance at next term of Cir
cuit Court.

For Sale - a three room cot
tage on Walker Street. The lot is 
60 feet front, 200 feet deep. 
Terms $2600 cash. Apply to E. 
R. Latta.

Charlie (Buck) Monroe, after 
several months absence, has re
turned to the city and will in fu
ture be associated with his 
brother, D.C. Monroe, in the 
tonsorial line at the McGee ho
tel. Both of these young men are 
competent and skilled artists in 
their business and will please the 
public with their work. They ex
tend their friends a cordial invi
tation to call on them.

Saturday closed the 20th , 
annual exhibition and fair of the Ap 
Huntsville Agricultural & Me- 
chanical Association. A larger *■* If 
number than was anticipated 
was present to witness the many 
attractions. Several made-up 
races were enjoyed by the assem
blage, among them being a free- 
for-all trot with entries of horses 
belonging to gentlemen of this 
city and county. The race re
sulted in Mr. Tom Young secur
ing the premium, he owning the 
winning horse.

The following personal prop
erty will be sold at the C. Q. 
White place, near Hazel Green, 
on Monday, October 26th, 1891, 
to wit: One Surrey and Double 
Harness, Farming tools, Cider 
press. Corn Sheller, five cows 
and four calves, one Wardrobe. 
Terms cash, or on credit.

A woman in Hartselle 
says she's wearing her 
wedding band on the 

wrong fmger because she 
married the wrong man.
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Pratt Avenue 
Antique Mall 

708 Pratt Ave. (1 blk. east of 
Andrew Jackson) 

536-3117 Mon-Sat 10-5, 
Sun 1-5 

Antiques, Fine Furniture, 
Accessories, Books, Art

work, Custom Framing and 
a large selection of 

Collectibles. 9000 sq. ft.
Greenlawn

Red Rooster
Antique Mall

12519 South Mem. PWY. 
881-6530 Mon - Fri 10 - 5,

Sat 10 - 5, Sun 1- 5 
10,000 sq. ft. of Antiques &

Collectibles

Hartlex Antique 
Mall

1030 Old Monrovia Rd. 
830-4278 Mon - Sat 10-7

100 plus Dealers! 
Across from Madison 

Square Mall, next to Saturn

Interiors
11216 Hwy 231/431 

Meridianville 852-5232,
Wed. - Fri, 12-5, 

Sat 10-5, and app't. 
Furniture, Accessories, 

Gifts, Phonographs, 
Records, Old Post Cards 
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Antique Mall 
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Depression
Days in 

Dallas Village
by Ruby Crabbe

I remember during the De
pression days how hard it was 
for people to provide for their 
families. Survival was on the 
minds of everyone and a prayer 
in their hearts that God would 
provide them the knowledge and 
the strength to stay strong and 
not to give up hope that tomor
row would be better. Most of the 
children wore hand-me-downs, 
and a lot of the clothes were 
made from feed sacks. There 
was coal and wood to buy for the 
cook stove, and the open 
fireplaces provided warmth for 
the families. Many a pot of beans 
or soup has been cooked over 
the flames of those fireplaces. 
The hearth was used in roasting 
corn and peanuts.

Even though times were hard 
in those days, and despite the 
hardship eveiyone experienced, 
there was fun and enjoyment to 
sort of break the gloom of those 
dark days.

My mother, Josie Allen, along 
with half the kids from Dallas 
Village following behind her, 
would walk to Sharps Mountain 
to pick watercress. Sometimes

; • ?

times she made salads with it. 
Either way, it was delicious. And 
it was a supplement to the rest 
of the food on the table. The wa
tercress came from a natural 
spring of water flowing from be
neath an old wooden shed that 

Mullins and Company
For All Your Insurance Needs

121 Lily Flagg Rd. 880-3303

^ronTt!iell,nlor^^i3^T^t!ile 
mountain.

Sometimes Mama would 
walk around the foot of 
Chapman Mountain and gather 
wild sallet. While Mama hunted 
for wild sallet we kids would 
climb trees, play hide and seek, 
and hunt for wild animals. 
Somehow we never found any 
wild animals but we did sport a 
few skinned knees and a case or 
two of poison ivy.

About that time the "itch" 
breezed in. Don't know how 
many people caught it but I think 
it’s safe to say, more people 
caught it than didn't. Most every
one was busy at the same time 
SCRATCHING. Even the dogs

Davtronix Computers - Sales - Service - Support



page 35caught the itch. Maybe it was the 
mange they caught. Nevertheless, 
they did their share of scratch
ing along with us. They would 
walk awhile then sit and scratch 
for awhile. Some of them had al
ready scratched off most of their 
hair so we had a few bald dogs 
walking around. Word got 
around that if a person would 
boil polk root and take a bath in 
the water, it would cure the itch. 
One brave soul dared to try it. 
The month was January and the 
big ditch on Rison Avenue was 
half full of water with a thin coat 
of ice on it. That brave soul came 
out of that polk root bath and hit 
that ice coated ditch with a wild 
dive. The bath had made his itch 
worse and all that man could do 
was sit in the ice water and do 
his scratching. And scratch he 
did! He was stirring up that wa
ter as if a thousand demons were 
after him.

Then there was the W.RA. My 
brother, Earl Nelson, worked on 
the WPA and he would take his 
lunch with him. He carried his 
lunch in a cloth sack so he could 
tie it on to a tree limb to keep 
ants from getting into it. One day 
at lunch time he went to get his

lunch but an old cow had beat 
him to it. There she stood, chew
ing that sack for all she was 
worth. Earl said the old cow had 
chewed on that sack so long that 
the sack was longer than his leg.

A lot of the men took their 
lunches with them in paper 
sacks. They would sit their sacks 
under a big tree til it was time 
for lunch. One of the men said 
that since all the paper sacks 
were just alike someone had 
grabbed his sack by mistake. He 
said he was sure glad they did - 
there was one sack left and it had 
delicious biscuits and pork 
chops in it. He didn't know who 
got his lunch but he did know 
that whoever it was had biscuits 
and gravy for lunch. Yes, the De
pression days were bad, but it 
didn't dampen our joy and ex
citement of just being alive, to 
enjoy the laughter and pleasures 
of life that God had so freely 
given us.

Gfl . is
when I criticize you.

Destructive criticism is 
when you criticize me.

To order your own 
subscription of Valley 

Leaves, North Alabama’s 
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THE TELAUTOGRAPH
A Curious Machine Which is Said to Work Perfectly

Huntsville Democrat, May 
17, 1893-The very latest thing 
in telegraph instruments is 
called the Telautograph, or long 
distance writing machine. It con
sists of a transmitter and a re
ceiver associated for use at one 
station. The mechanism of the 
machine is extremely simple and 
direct. An ordinary lead pencil 
is used in transmitting. Near its 
point two silk cords are fastened 
at right angles to each other. 
These connect with the instru
ment, and, following the motions 
of the pencil, regulate the im

pulses that control the receiving 
pen at the distant station.

The writing is done on ordi
nary paper five inches wide, con
veniently arranged on a roll at
tached to the machine. A lever 
is so moved by the hand as to 
shift the paper forward mechani
cally at the transmitter and elec
trically at the receiver. The re
ceiving pen is a capillary glass 
tube placed at the junction of two 
aluminum arms.

It is supplied with ink, which 
flows from a reservoir, through 
a small tube placed in one of the 
arms. The electrical impulses, 
coming over the wire, move the 
pen of the recorded simulta
neously with the movements of 
the pencil in the hand of the 

sender. As the pen passes over 
the paper an ink tracing is left, 
which is always a facsimile of the 
sender's motions, whether in the 
formation of letters, figures, signs 
or sketches.

"There is practically no limit 
to the work that this machine will 
do," said John H. Bryant. "Wher
ever a record is required it is in
valuable. From his office a busi
ness man can send instructions 
to the factory, close by or many 
miles distant, and have them 
delivered in his own handwriting. 
A broker dealing by wire can give 
quotations and execute orders to 
buy and sell securities without 
danger of dispute. A physician 
may wire his prescription of a 
druggist, using the arbitrary code 
of the profession, confident that 
no mistake will be made in the 
transmission. A reporter writing 
up a fire or an accident of any 
kind can send to his paper a 
sketch of his subject taken on the 
spot. Supt. Byrnes wishing to 
notify all the police precincts at 
once of the escape of a burglar 
could not only do so as quickly 
as by telegraph, but he could be 
sure that this orders were trans
mitted in his own writing, and an 
accurate description of the man
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could be sketched at the same 
time if necessary.

Speaking of the telephone, 
Mr. Bryant said that the 
telautograph would become 
more popular than the former 
instrument, because there would 
be no buzzing on the wires and 
no questions to be asked and an
swered perhaps a dozen times 
before getting a definite reply. 
"This turtle of ours," said he, "will 
keep moving along and have 
your message all recorded before 
the telephone is through buzz
ing. There will be no more 
strikes of messenger boys, for 
while we are waiting for the boy 
to come, the message, written on 
the machine, will be at its desti
nation. Then, again, a man can 
go away and leave his machine 
locked up in his desk. When he 
returns in one, two, or half a 
dozen days, he will find the mes
sages sent to him by his friends 
all recorded on the roll paper in 
his desk." 

In cities and towns the
telautograph will be operated on 
the exchange or central station 
plan, in much the same manner 
as the telephone is now worked. 
Professor Elisha Gray, the inven
tor of the telautograph, has de
voted his life to the perfection of 
communication by electricity. He 
invented the musical telephone, 
and history, his friends say, will 
give him credit for inventing the 
speaking telephone and the har
monic telegraph.

From 1891 Newspaper

A Shrewd
Lady 
Spectator

from 1887 newspaper
Last week a widow lady, residing near Hazel Green, put her 

house up at a raffle and very soon disposed of the tickets - all
feeling disposed to assist her.

The evening arrived, and the house was won by a gentleman 
who thought himself most fortunate in obtaining a homestead so 
cheaply.

The next day he asked for a title to the property. What was his
surprise when he was coolly informed that it was unnecessary to 
give any written title to the house - that there it was, and to take it; 
and the sooner the better, as she was anxious to build another on
the spot where it stood. The winner discovered that he had drawn 
a house, but no lot.

Upon applying to the authorities for relief he was turned away 
with the understanding the raffle was legal and he had no recourse.

The gentleman, deciding to make the best of a bad situation, 
moved into the house with it still standing on the lady's piece of 
land.

The lady then applied to the authorities for relief but was told 
that she too had no recourse; she had not specified the house had 
to be moved.

There has not been a final outcome to the baffling dilemma yet.
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The Best Laid Plans
Introduction by Charles Rice

Introduction: By early 1865 
the bloody War Between the 
States had been going on for 
four long years, and even many 
staunch Corf ederates were los
ing hope. The final straw had 
been General John Bell Hood’s 
disastrous Tennessee cam
paign, during which that inept 
officer had virtually destroyed 
his once great army at the

ifi
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battles of Franklin, Spring Hill, 
and Nashville. Among those 
ready to call it quits was Cap
tain Joel Cunningham, the com
mander of Company B of Col. 
Lemuel Mead’s Partisan Cav
alry Battalion.

A resident of Flintville, Ten
nessee, Cunningham had gone 
to war tn May 1862 as a corpo
ral in Captain FrankB. Gurley’s 

Company C, 4th Alabama Cav
alry. On March 1, 1863, he was 
promoted to first sergeant. In 
January 1864, Cunningham 
left Gurley to form a company 
for Mead’s Battalion. For one 
whole year, Cunningham’s men 
harassed the occupying Union 
Army along the Alabama-Ten
nessee border. By February 
1865, however, even he had had 
enough. Cunningham secretly 
negotiated a surrender with Lt. 
Col. William J. Clift of the 5th 
Tennessee Union Cavalry. “I 
gave the surrender the appear
ance of a capture and wish it 
so understood for the present, ” 
Clift reported from Fayetteville 
on February 7, 1865. “Capt. 
Cunningham will surrender to 
me from twenty to twenty-five 
of his men for whose good con-
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duct he is willing to vouch.”

Unfortunately for
Cunningham, Union General 
Robert H. Milroy was not in on 
the plan and issued orders for 
Cunningham and his brother to 
be shot! The embarrassed Colo
nel Clift avoided the problem by 
arranging for his prisoners to 
“escape. ” Captain
Cunningham’s brother, Private 
Peter Cunningham, describes 
the exciting times thatfollowed 
in a letter printed in the 
Fayetteville Observer in April 
1914.

Dear Friend:
Today my mind runs back to 

February 17th, 1865, forty-nine 
years ago, when Capt. Joel 
Cunningham and I, his brother, 
were being held prisoners of war 
in the city of Fayetteville, Tenn. 
We had been prisoners fifteen 
days and on the 17th day of Feb
ruary, 1865, General Milroy, 
U.S.A., whose headquarters 
were at Tullahoma sent Col. 
Stauffer to Fayetteville with a 
message to Col. C. ordering him 
to turn us over to Col. Stauffer 
to be executed. Col. Stauffer, 

when he first reached Fayetteville, 
surrounded the Provost 
Marshall’s office with his men. He 
left his men in front of the Pro
vost Office while he and the Pro
vost Marshall crossed over to Col. 
C—’s headquarters in a room of 
Dr. William Bonner’s residence. 
I was at the northeast comer of 
the square when the squadron 
came into town. I had been in bed 
sick and had not eaten a bite in 
the last twenty-four hours and 
had not seen my brother. I was 
feeling bad but the worst was 
seemingly an awful dread on my 
mind. Finally I left the bed and 
started to look for my brother, 
when I reached the northeast cor
ner of the square I learned that 
Col. C—had ridden up the pike. 
While I was standing on the cor
ner immediately south of Tho
mas Goodrich’s store house, we 
saw the Yankees (I think they 
were mounted infantry) making 
the curve on the street coming 
around in front of the old Pres
byterian Church. I remarked to 
the citizens that I was talking 
with, "I have seen a great many

Continued on pg. 42
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Searching 
For Our
Ancestors
A monthly column provided by the Tennessee Valley Genealogical 
Society to aid people in their genealogical research.

ICE * CREWBE1 - CRUEBEL
I am researching the ICE 

family. They came to Franklin 
Co., I; around 1829. Children of 
John ICE and Nancy CREWBELI 
CRUEBEL ICE (b. 1792 NC): 
James (b. 1810, AL), Elizabeth 
(b. 1817, AL), Andrew Jackson 
(b. 1819, AL), Sarah Ann (b. 
1823, AL), and Mary Jane 
(b.1825, AL). John ICE died be
fore the 1840 Franklin Co. Cen
sus. Nancy is listed as head of 
household with 3 daughters: one 
5 under 10; one 10 under 15; 
one 20 under 30. The other chil
dren are marrying off with fami

KuUvilb. Alabina

lies of their own. Also anyone 
researching Ice. Is there any trace 
of the Ice's there?

Lois Short, 516 Oaklawn, 
W.F., IL 62896.

COWEN * BYRAM
Looking for information on 

the family of Talitha COWEN (b. 
1 Oct 1801, in KY, d. 12 Apr 
1863, Izard Co., AR) m. Alden 
BYRAM (b. 21 Mar 1804, Knox 
Co.. TN, d. 12 Apr 1878, I7nrd 
Co., AR) 7 Aug 1823, Madison 
Co., AL.

Roger A. Crane, 14003 
Briardale Lane, Tampa, FL

BOLLING
Have proved my Robert 

BOLLING/Jane (Rolf) BOLLING 
line to Bolling and Heachem 
Halls Eng. Would someone 
please give me the female lines? 
Laramore, Blair, Kennon, Car
rie, Clerk, Thorton, Thornore, 
Popley, de Thornton Rolf, 
Poythress, Mason and Jener.

Wes Skaggs, 1752 Chesa
peake Pl, Arroyo Grande, CA 
93420.

JACOBS * VANN * COBB
Searching for parentage of 

Maggie JACOBS, b. AL ca. 1866, 
June. Married (1) Edward H. 
VANN II 23 Dec 1884. What hap
pened to him? Did he die prior 
to her second marriage to (2) 
Joseph R. COBB, 1899. Who is 
he; When did he die? Who were 
their children? Maggie is found 
in 1910 and 1917 as a widow. 
Any help appreciated. Will be 
glad to share any information 
that I have accumulated.

We Specialize In Copying

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
895-0495

BOB GATHANY
PHOTOGRAPHER

4951 CENTURY STREET

3EIW
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Martha Vann Yount, 6420 

65th Northeast, Oak Harbor, WA 
98277.

MESSENGER
I would greatly appreciate 

hearing from someone who is 
knowledgeable about Mountain 
Mills, south of Tuscumbia, AL. 
In 1860s, the Asa MESSENGER 
family had a home and steam 
mill at Mountain Mills, per fam
ily letters, will, and 1860 census.

Virginia Pearson, 1310 
Oakhill, Keller, TX 76248

BOLTON * OWENS * 
BURNES

Interested in contacting any
one researching the following 
family: Gilliam BOLTON, alias 
John OWENS, b. 1794, Sussex 
Co., VA, d. 1878, Graves Co., KY. 
He married 2nd wife, Elizabeth 
BURNES 18 July 1826, Madison 
Co., AL. Who were Elizabeth's 
parents? Any help appreciated.

Wayne Langston, 188 
Mitchell Drive, Atwater, CA

THOMAS * STRAWN * 
POINDEXTER

Seeking any information on 
Josiah Prater THOMAS, b. 1802, 
married Rachel STRAWN 1824, 
in Lauderdale Co., AL. On 1850 
census of Lauderdale Co., A; 
then moved to Webster Co., MO 
around 1855. Children: William 
(b. 1825), Alfred (b. 1830, mar
ried Mary Diana POINDEXTER 
1850), Samuel (b. 1832), Amos 
(b. 1835), Minerva (b. 1837), 
Melinda (b. 1842), Francis (b. 
1850). Will exchange informa
tion.

Linda Buck, Rt. 4, BOX 
5740, Marshfield, MO 65706.

L UMPKIN STAINED 
GLASS

Hand Blown Christmas Balls by 
Wayne Lumpkin

Paper Weights & Hand Blown Vases

Custom Stained Glass 
Beveled Glass, Repairs & Supplies

539-0532 - 534-4252
116 Oakwood Avenue 

Huntsville, Ala.

GRAND OPENING SALE
Item Regular Sale

Ladies Dinner Ring
1.00 CT. T.W. $1650.00 $1237.50

18K Yellow Gold Dia. Slide $1600.00 $1200.00

14K Yel. Gold Omega Chain $770.00 $577.50

14K Yellow Gold Diamond 
Ring Jacket .25 CT. T.W. $425.00 $318.75

14K Yel. Gold Shrimp Earrings $110.00 $82.50

Loose Diamonds, Appraisals, Repairs 
* Wholesale plus Brokerage Fee *

At Your Convenience, bring this ad by for a free 
ring inspection and cleaning.

Gill Diamond and Jewelry, Inc.
2006 Franklin St. - Suite 205 

Franklin Prof. Bldg.

Huntsville, Ala. 534-3334
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Christmas Tips

Fill your dining room with 
candles at different heights - try 
going with one color, like bur
gundy or dark green.

For an eye-catching center
piece for your dining room table, 
loop a wide taffeta ribbon around 
a wreath of greens and place on 
table. Intertwine with small white 
lights and in the middle put 
candles of varying heights.

Make your own stairway 
greenery - just cut a large spray 
of greens, such as boxwood or 
magnolia - add a bow and wire 
it to the banister. Add a few 
Christmas balls to the greens 
and it will look great!

Head off stress by sticking to 
your normal eating, sleeping and 
exercising routines as much as 
possible.

Go to only those parties and 
events that you really want to 
attend - don't feel obligated and 
g°-

Shop early for those presents 
that need to be mailed away. Or
der your greeting cards and be
gin addressing envelopes.

To keep warmer inside - 
vacuum radiator surfaces fre
quently, open your shades and 
draperies on sunny days and 
close them at night, and wear 
warmer clothing, layered, in
doors.

X - . ..
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If you have a room where 
clutter seems to multiply, just get 
a couple of large, attractive 
wicker baskets and toss the clut
ter into the baskets for a quick 
and easy pickup.

Want your kitchen trash can 
to smell fresh? Just toss a hand
ful of good-smelling potpourri 
into the bottom of the can, then 

Huntsville's Most 
Unique Gift Shop

Antiques, Jewelry, (Jift ‘Baskets, 
CoGACtiGles, andMuch. More

Take a Little Time — Stop in and Browse!

820 Wellman N.E. - 
Huntsville - 533-7002

put in your plastic liner.

Make sure your Christmas 
tree is fresh by doing the follow
ing: Use a knife to cut into the 
bark above the base. The ex
posed area should be green and 
begin to show moisture. Once 
you get home, cut about 1-2 
inches off the base, strip away 
the bark an inch above the cut 
and immerse in water. If you've 
done it right, you'll notice that 
your tree is drinking a lot of wa
ter immediately.

When gift-shopping, have a 
list of what you're getting for each 
person. Then you won't find 
yourself hopelessly frustrated 
and wandering around the store 
with hundreds of other shop
pers.

INE
“Antiques 

Are Just a Matter 
of Time . . .

Shepard's Golf Classics - Custom & Handmade Clubs - "Golf Spoken Here" - 881-5548
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Yankees but there goes the hard
est looking gang that I ever saw.”

When they were even with the 
courthouse they filed left and 
went to the Provost Marshals of
fice where they formed a half
circle line in front of the office. 
The Provost Marshal went with 
the Colonel across to Col. C—’s 
office to deliver General Milroy’s 
orders to Col. C—. In the mean
time I walked across the square 
to look for my brother and as I 
approached the southwest cor
ner of the square I noticed him 
and White Buchanan sitting with 
their backs against Dr. Bonner’s 
yard fence engaged in conserva
tion. Just then I noticed Col. 
Stauffer and the Provost Marshal 
coming through Dr. Bonner’s 
yard gate from Col. C—’s office, 
and I noticed the Provost look at 
my brother, then say something 
to the Colonel and the Colonel 
turned and set his eyes on 
brother and gave him a long, 
wicked, vicious look until he had 
walked some distance. The Mar
shal glanced to me but the Colo
nel kept his eyes on brother un
til they had passed without see
ing me. I spoke to White 
Buchanan and my brother and 
passed on to meet Parson Gill 
and another friend who had just 
then driven up and stopped on 
the street in front of Col. C—’s 
office. I walked up and was 
standing with one foot on one of 
the front wheels when Col. C—’s 
office guard walked up to me and 
said in a low voice for me and 
brother to come into his office 
and stay there. The guard passed 
on to brother and notified him. 
Brother glanced at him and we 
both walked into Col. C—’s of
fice. The Colonel was walking the 
floor seemingly in much trouble, 
and without delay made known 
to us General Milroy’s orders, 

and he said for us to get out of 
town without delay and report to 
General Johnson at Pulaski, and 
referred us to his adjutant for 
further instructions.

The adjutant was also excited 
and informed us of General 
Milroy’s orders and told us to 
make our escape if we could and 
report to General Johnson at 
Pulaski, who would protect us.

I remarked that I was sick 
and had not eaten since yester
day morning and I was not able 
to make the trip to Pulaski. The 
adjutant replied, “get away from 
here. Avoid the pickets if you 
can.” Then he turned to brother 
and said, Captain, you have the 
pass that I gave you yesterday to 
pass you and your brother out
side the pickets? Yes, replied 
brother, “a pass for me and one 
other man. “That will do. Your

For an 
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brother is the other man: avoid 
the pickets if possible as they 
may have heard the news. But if 
you meet them show them your 
pass without excitement and 
pass on.”

Brother asked the adjutaiit, 
“Do you know where the pickets 
are on post? He said, No, but I 
believe there are none west. He 
then opened the door for us to 
pass out. We passed out down 
the hill, across the street, and 
going directly west went up 
through a beautiful blue grass 
lawn where we meet a Yankee 
soldier driving some loose 
horses off the pasture. He was 
the only Yankee we saw.

We addressed him and lei
surely passed on, pointing at and 
talking about some fine cows 
grazing on the blue grass, and 
occasionally turning our eyes
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toward town. Continuing west we 
crossed over the hill south of the 
college and at the head of a ra
vine we stopped where we could 
see back over town and took a 
good look, but could see no sign 
of excitement or unusual move
ment in any way. As we started 
down the ravine we increased our 
gait and were soon under cover 
of the hill so we could not be seen 
and we began to feel more safe. 
We struck the river at the head of 
a small island about one-fourth 
the distance across. Both up and 
down the river as far as we could 
see the water looked as though it 
was deep. But, deep or shallow, 
we must cross to the other side. I 
began to taking off my shoes. My 
brother asked if I meant to re
move my clothes and I answered 
that I was too feeble to travel in 
wet clothes.

We found the water about the 
same depth all the way across, 
reaching to our hips. We felt 
thankful that it was not any 
deeper. We climbed up the bluff 
to where the bush would partly 
hide us and rubbed our limbs diy 
and dressed and then climbed to 
the top of the bluff and crossed a 
field keeping to the southwest we 
reached a beautiful grassy wood
land.

The tall grass killed by frost, 
made a fairly good bed; the sun 
was shining nice and warm and I 
was feeble and needed rest so we 
chose a nice place with a large log 
on the south side which hid us 
from passersby. The sun warmed 
us from our cold bath in the river 
and a half hour’s rest made us 
feel better able to travel. About 
half an hour before the sun set 
we were passing a house and I 
had passed four meals without 
eating and our little jaunt that day 
had made me quite fatigued and 
hungry.

While I was resting brother 
asked the lady of the house if 
she could furnish us something 
to eat. She said nothing was 
cooked but if we could wait we 
could have supper. Brother gave 
fictitious names saying we lived 
in Jackson County, Ala., and 
that we belonged to General 
Hood’s army and that I was sick 
and he, my brother, was de
tailed to wait on me and we were 
now trying to get home.

My physical appearance 
verified the sick part. While we 
were waiting, brother stated 
that in passing west of 
Fayetteville that day we heard 
the Yankees had captured Cap
tain Cunningham and his 
brother and were holding them 
prisoners at Fayetteville and 
General Milroy had sent a 
squad from Tullahoma to ex
ecute them. The lady said, “Yes, 
they are prisoners but I don’t 
think they will be executed. My 
husband is acquainted with 
them and he is in town today. I 
am looking for him home now; 
he will know.” In a short time 
he came in and said it was a 

805 Regal Dr., #7 
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

false report; that he had just 
came through town that after
noon and would have heard it if 
it had been true. He said he said 
he was acquainted with the 
Cunningham boys especially Pe
ter whom he would know any-
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Mullins S Co. - For all your insurance needs



where they met. Peter was our 
County Register before the war 
began. Yes, I (Peter) and the 
gentleman were intimately ac
quainted before the war, and I 
recognized him but he did not 
recognize either of us while we 
stayed and talked an hour.

After supper we left him in 
ignorance as to our identity and 
then we followed the road east. 
After a little it became so dark 
that we could not follow the path 
so we went a few steps to one side 
and lay down in the underbrush 
and took a nap until the moon 
rose so we could see the path. 
Then we arose and traveled on 
until were within a half mile of 
Esquire Myrick’s where 

Plants - Garden Accessories - Unique Gifts
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9am - 5pm / Sunday - 1pm - 5pm 

5537 Winchester Road (Downtown New Market)

379-5350
From the Parkway, East on Winchester Rd., 13 Miles on Left.

brother’s family was stopping. 
We moved on cautiously to the 
house and awoke Mr. Myrick. He 
had not seen or heard of any 
Yankees being about. Day was 
now coming on so we retired to 
an out of the way place for the 
day. During the day one of Col. 
C—'s captains with his company 
passed within half a mile of Es
quire Myrick’s house and went 
on to John Smith’s a mile fur
ther on. The captain requested 
Smith to go to Esq. Myrick’s and 
tell Captain Cunningham’s wife 
to tell the boys to lay low for a 
few days and all would be well.

The day following we took 
some large wagon covers that we 
had captured from the Yankees
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a short time back and went two 
miles from home to a dense 
woods where a cyclone had 
passed two years before and 
uprooted all the trees in its way; 
and saplings fifty feet tall on 
down to under brush and bri
ers had grown up thick; and in 
this thicket we set our tent made 
of wagon covers. The large logs 
crossed and piled all about us 
made a good wind break. We 
made our fire where a large tree 
had been blown out so the fire 
could only be seen a short dis
tance. We kindled the fire in the 
day time on account of the 
smoke being seen. We made a 
good bed out of forest leaves and 
had blankets and quilts. Our 
tent did not leak and we did our 
cooking at night. There was a 
small stream of running water

within a few feet of our tent.
We never fared better at any 

time of the war; well protected /£ 
from the bad weather, a cozy bed 
to sleep on, fire wood convenient, 
good water at the door, enough 
to eat. But we deemed it advis
able not to stay in one place long 
consequently we moved several 
times before the eighth day of 
May when we were finally pa
roled.

I will not weary your patience 
further.

Yours, Peter Cunningham

A teenage boy is at that 
awkward stage - he likes 
to park but doesn’t know 

exactly why.

It's The Law
All states have, or have had, 

some laws that sound quite 
strange. Here is an assortment 
of some of the most unusual 
ones. Many of them, of course, 
have been repealed or replaced, 
and those that are left are almost 
never enforced. But somewhere, 
somehow, they were real laws.

Alabama:

• Decorating
• Remodeling
• Repair

Colors, Inc
Carpentry ■ Painting - Pressure Washing - Color Consult. 

Wallcovering - Storm Windows - Repairs (Ig./sm.)

534-3232
FAUX FINISHES on: 

Walls, Furniture, 
Floors, Accessories
Benson (Bettye) Morris

It was illegal to wear a false 
moustache in church if it made 
people laugh.

It was forbidden to put salt 
on the railroad tracks.

It was taboo for a man to beat 
his wife with a stick larger than 
his thumb.

Books about outlaws were 
banned.

Arizona:
An automobile had to be pre

ceded by a man carrying a red 
flag.

It was illegal to blindfold 
cows on public highways.

It was illegal to set up a lunch 
counter on Memorial Day within 
a half-mile of a Confederate cem
etery.

California:
It was illegal to shoot any 

game bird or animal from a car— 
except a whale.

A woman could not go for a 
drive in a housecoat.

It was taboo to pick feathers 
from a live goose.

Anyone setting a trap for a 
mouse had to have a permit.



Another 
Severe Winter 
Ahead?

If you notice several of the 
following signs, it will be an
other cold winter this year:

You notice that squirrels 
seem busier than ever, their tails 
are very bushy and they begin 
gathering nuts earlier than 
usual.

Fur or hair on dogs, horses, 
cows, cats and mules is thicker 
than usual.

Squirrels build nests very 
low in the trees.

Birds huddle on the ground, 
and eat up all the berries early.

You notice that your holly 
and dogwood trees have more

berries than usual.
The bark on trees is thicker.
Sweet potatoes have a 

tougher skin.
The woolly worms are every

where. You see them before the 
first frost. Also, if the worm has 
a very heavy coat and the black 
band on his back is very wide, it 
will be a severe winter.

When you see butterflies 
gathering in bunches in the air, 
winter is coming early.

Hickory nuts have a very 
heavy shell.

Wild hogs gather sticks, 
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straw and shucks to make a bed.

The darker green the grass 
is in the summer, the harder the 
winter.

Have you heard lots of low, 
rolling thunder in the fall? Bad 
winter.

If it frosts before November 
23rd, it will be a bad winter.

For every fog in August, 
there will be a stormy day in win
ter. (Remember how many fogs 
we’ve had so far?)

Two frosts and lots of rain 
mean a bad winter is near.

Pine cones open early - bad 
winter.

Laurel leaves roll up? Watch 
out.

"Old Huntsville" has ob
served several of these phe
nomena, therefore for the first 
official “Winter Prediction, ” we 
say it’s going to be as hard a 
winter as last one was. Better 
get your firewood cut up!
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