Free People of Color in Madison County, Alabama
By Nancy Rohr

APPENDIX [lI

“Free from All Authority Except the Laws of the Land
And the Laws of God”

This appendix consists of additional material found inrdoerds of the Alabama State
Assembly (Legislature) and in Madison County court réeeoMany of these names are
also in the Federal Censuses; many are not. Thdrenljlbe a very few marriage
records and death dates and fewer birth records. Of tqaged by their manumission
to leave the area, there will be little more to lz@ned here. This section is a
combination of Madison County, Alabama newspapers; ceadrds of land ownership;
personal property assessments; poll tax assessmerddyatses; Probate Court; Circuit
Court; Chancery Court; Orphans’ Court records; Minutead®fCommissioners Court;
County Minute Book, Superior Court of Law and Equity, MigpjgsTerritory, Madison
County; 1850 and 1860 Alabama Mortality Schedule; 1850 and 1860 Federal
Agricultural and Manufacturing Censuses; Huntsville Atden’s Minutes; Freedmen’s
Census of Huntsville, 1865; and Southern Claims CommisAigproved and Rejected.
The Freedmen’s Bank incorporated by Congress in March 18Bbamad an office here
with records that included information about the memaadstheir families. (Some very
few uncertain identities as Jones and Johnson wereedmitt

The sources are listed after the individual entry actkets [ ] to avoid copious
citations. These free people of color, who during tie#s carefully maintained a
balance between black and white, at least now mosturadraes. Even so, unfortunately
some of the legal records only reveal the surnameeoféster and not the emancipated
slave. Some have no surnames.

Most of the following is taken from the actual recortise spelling and wording
for the period is retained; mistakes and omissionsharauthor’s. The pictures used
were appropriate to the times and are not intended tacshesdectful.

Appendix 111 - 1



Armisted, Mahala. Described in her free papers as “about 23, well and
handsomely made, compactly and symmetrically built, n@ghing about 125 pounds,
small black eyes, long and straight coal black hair, eight yellow complexion
(approaching to white), pretty and expressive countenance...hasmglbscar in the
shape of a new moon, on the left cheek, nearly oppibsiteorner of the mouthBy
occupation she wasseamstress and shoemaker. [Madison County, Alabae Book
CC, 606 — hereatfter cited as Deed Book]

Baker, Roda. Born in Alabama, age 16, according to the 1860 census livibé in
household of Edmund Martin at Madison Station.

Bernee. [Beirne?]A “free boy” Wesleyage 25, 5'7”, blk, sound of health,
weighing 135 pounds was listed with the slaves sent in Jat8&f to work on the
fortifications at Fort Henry. [Deed Book DD, 408]

Best, Levina. Also known as Levin&ert or Bowers. Before leaving North
Carolina in 1834, Levina Best obtained a copy of her free pajgered by three justices
of the peace there and presented her papers to be rewsttdéae clerk in Madison
County in 1835. She was a woman of light-yellow cologethabout 20 years, 5’3 %2
inches, large whelk or lump on the back part of righuster, has a very dim scar on the
right cheake [sic] near the nostril) born and raisddentford, North Carolina of free
parents and has always been in enjoyment of her freddayn1834. Her will written in
January 1852 noted her childr8nlon 12;Susan 10;Washington, no age given;
Decromy, 5; Augustine andJames no ages given. Their trustee, John Robinson, was
asked to provide good homes for them until they becar@evidl age. [Deed Book P,
297; Will Book 1, 35]

Blake, William freed a Negro man slave, nanidstob ....and that said Negro
slave, Jacob, shall remove out of this State to resithen the same at no time,
thereatfter. ... if said Negro returns to reside in thiseStashall be the duty of the sheriff
of any county to which he may so return, to expose totkalsaid Negro; and the
proceeds thereof shall be appropriated to county purpo&ets df Alabama, 1820-
1824, 78, approved, Dec. 31, 1823 — hereatfter cited as Acts]

Brewton, Daniel emancipated his man sle¥avie in November of 1829. A deed
of manumission by David Brewton, 1830 in accordance wathidlatative Act of 1829,
Brewton freed “a certain Negro man named Davie, abeatf@et nine or ten inches in
highth of dark complexion, about forty-five years of dgs,left eye out, slow in
speaking when spoken to, an obedient, humble man and verjmmiid] and amiable in
his disposition.” Brewton posted bond for $500 that Daweld/ never become a public
charge. [Acts, 1829, p. 36-38, approved Jan. 20, 1830; Deed\Baa6, 297]

Brewton, Fanny. The will of James Brewton, 1816, bequested to his wée th
slave woman Fanny, with the understanding that Fanny waes/®her freedom if Mrs.
Brewton moved away from the home place or when Brrswton died. (Nothing was
said about Mrs. Brewton remarrying.) [Madison Countyl Bdok 1, 21 - Hereatfter cited
as Will Book]
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Brewton, Sam. James Brewton also bequested to his son Samuel Breweton th
Negro marSam with the understanding that the Negro Sam is tcebd fit the son
Samuel’s death. (Sam must have been a favorite becsss® a slave, was given to John
Yont, while the slave Dick and a saddle went to DaviduBoe, a second son. Neither of
those two slaves was freed.) [Mills, “Free Africamericans,” June, 133; Will Book 1,
219; Acts 1829]

Butcher, Amy. A free woman of color, Amy went to court in Huntsgifor
herself and her grandchildren through their maternalTihey were directly descended
through this line in Virginia from an Indian woman nanBss$s. Previously Amy had
brought suit for her freedom against a certain Boothe &E2} and his wife who though
fraud and artifice deprived them of their liberty and helartieservitude. She, Amy,
and others filed complaint in Chancery at Richmond in 18@8,the suits were decided
in their favor. Thus she and her daugh@aty, according to testimony were free and
living in northern Virginia when James Dowell [or Sellykidnapped them and brought
the two to Huntsville. He then sold the women to ThoMdler for a mere trifle and
Miller later sold Caty to Samuel Davis. (Thomas Milleas already known in the
community for retailing spirituous liquors without licengelB14.) As time passed and
the case was not decided readily, Amy’s descendentfiagancluded_esseyand
Laurancey who claimed their freedom. The two women, in 1818 wikyG children,
brought suit in court for their freedom. If they were hieao establish their freedom, the
plaintiffs were sure Miller and Davis would run them tffthe lower country where
Negroes command higher prices and sell them amongsgestsanvhere it would be
difficult, impossible to establish their identity. Margspectable citizens in this country,
who had been long acquainted with them, could attesetofteedom.

Amy, Caty, daughter of Amy, and Caty’s childréessey Laurancey, and now
alsoHannah, andCharles, appeared before Obadiah Jones, Judge of the Superidr Cour
Madison County, Mississippi Territory 1818. The case cometil. [Circuit Court:
Butcher & others Vs. Miller and Davis, 1818, Case #1714]

Bonds were set for Thomas Miller and now one RoW&iton at $4400 (not
insignificant sums) each as the plaintiffs were apg@réanthe possession of Miller
where they were being held by force and duress by false onpnent, wrongfully
detained in bondage and damages were asked of Davis anch\Wa®8000 each. By
force of arms in and upon their bodies, they had beatebewounded and illy treated,
imprisoned and detained against their will and consentd&paand servitude continued
through court delays. During these years of delay, unfortiyriaydate 1820 Laurancey
had departed this life. However, by February 1824 a jury of gaddawful men found
for the plaintiffs that they indeed were free persorkrant slaves. Damages were
assessed for each of the plaintiffs at six centb.g&uperior Court Minute Book B, 122,
101; Circuit Court, Feb. 1824, Case #38, 281-183]

Bynum [Bindum], Francespaid $1 assessment in 1859, as did her husband,
Sandy,who paid $2 the same year. Sandy, who does not appéar 1850 census, had
in 1855 by license marridérances Ann a daughter of the livery stable ownéohn
Robinson By 1860 they were living with Robinson’s household and SaB@iywas
listed as a stage driver. Although they had a baby, &gen]l, enumerated, the Bynums
lost a baby, Anna, age 2 in 1860. Their family grew and byéxé census, 1870, they
were living in their own household and young John was Iisted as 15; Mary, 8;
another John, 5; and George, 2. There would be moreaahiet later. [Assessment
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1859; Marriage Book 4B, 128; 1860 Census; Barefield, 78; 1870 Censuskr{®g for
her father, John Robinson.)

Cash, Hiram. Unfortunately for Hiram, Dr. David Moore’s slave, Babole or
traded Hiram’s free papers while fleeing Madison County8R9. Bob might have had
more self-assurance than the usual runaway as he éagbeader and preacher among
the slaves for some years. [Dupree, 209]

Chavers, Wesley, Kizzy, Mariah. Each paidbl for thel857 assessment for
personal property at McElhaney (Madison Station). [8ssent Book, 1857]

Clifton, Keziah. A petition was made by Thomas and Theodick Clay in 1861 to
have the various children of Keziah, a free woman twfrcbound out as apprentices
until they reach the age of twenty-one. She waskdysand delicate woman and wholly
unable, owing to the state of her health, to provideppart for these children. For
instance, six year olilliam was dependent on his old and feeble grandmother.
Because of his tender age he would be unable to maintaielhialliam’s brother,
Wiley, alias Bud, were also bound out, as were Caledonia, &&1@ll, 7; Mary, 5;
and, James, 2 years old. [Probate #2457, A-D; 2558-A-B]

In 1865Keziah, Mariah , Caledonia Edy andMaria Clifton, all born free, were living
on Washington Street. [Madison County, Alabama ProBatk 9, 121, 384-5 —
hereafter cited as Probate; Probate #2458- A, B, C; 1868reses Census of
Huntsville — hereafter 1865 Census]

Clemm or Clemmons Isaac.Free papers. Clemm was known to three local men
since infancy, and now was about 26 or 27, black or dark exmopl, 5" 7 or 8", all the
fingers of his left hand are off, except the forefingaa & is of but little service, the
thumb is perfect, also a scar on right side of his,facfront of the ear, also a scar just
over the left eye, one on the left cheek and alsooortée left side of the chin or jaw, his
left also has been broken. Clemm is a son of aviaaan of color, now deceased whose
name wad avisa Finley, generally called “free Lavisa,” and Isaac was bortién
vicinity of Huntsville where his mother lived for many ygalune 15, 1852, signed C.D.
Kavanaugh, William Robinson, Joseph Ward, Alexander EeslkirH. Newman, John
W. Jones and William Acklin. In 1856 he paid $2 assessnieaed Book Y, 537;
Assessment 1856] (See belémley, Jane or Jennyfor likely connections with other
free people.)

Coe, Lafayette. Paid $2 assessment in 1856.

Commons, JoeSelf-purchase and free pass in1835. Harry J. Thornton, i8apre
Court Judge of Alabama attests: “The bearer of this [pagpegmed Joe Commons
(Comans), a black man about 34 years of age. Having had &ioy years an opportunity
of observing the honesty, humility, and other praisewdrtts in the character of a
slave, which this boy possessed, | was induced to aidr as fecould, in effectuating the
kind intentions of his owner to sell him his freedom.d4&d to his master all the price
demanded for him except one hundred dollars, for which sexaduted my note and
took a bill of sale to myself. Joe has since paid mehtiglred dollars, and is fully
entitled to his freedom. By the laws of Alabama, &ythow stand, the only mode of
securing him in his just right is by act of the legislatwhich will endeavor to procure
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passage of. In the meantime, he has my fullest peonissigo where he may please and
| do hereby request all persons not to molest him buvehgm such treatment and
countenance as a continuance of his past good behaviemntitle him to from all

humane and generous people.” [Deed book Q, 581-582]

The 1860 census reflected that Commons had done well fingntmall865 Joe,
Alex, James andLucy were living on Clinton Street.

Commons, along with Richmond Terrell and two other negey Iserved on the
Resolutions Committee for a meeting of black leaders\grgew voters to watch
carefully the political situation, but to also be go@dens and they would be allowed to
vote. [Huntsville,Advocate April 12, 1867] He also had influence with his neighbors
because later in 1867 he and Richmond Terrell were parsrofl group of black
citizens noted in the newspaper as trying to ease thedéaenace among all citizens.”
[Mills, “Free African Americans,” June, 135-136; Deed Bogko@®1-2; 1865 Census;
Huntsville AdvocateDec. 24, 1867]

Eliza Jane daughter of Josegbommon opened an account in the Freedmen’s
Bank in 1870. The records show she was 23, light browrgrasteess and housemaid.
Her mother wagulia, and she had two brothefamesandJoie. Her children included:
Josephdeceased;dgar Lee, andChester. [Fred Charles Rathbun complier “Names
from Huntsville, AL 1, 1870 as Recorded in Registers gindtures of Depositors in the
Huntsville Branch Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Co., Accd@88s791” from National
Archives Microfilm, M816, Roll 1 hereatfter cited as Registor Register Il]

Joseph Commons died in 1899. His widow Wwasy; childrenJosephJr., Jim,
andChick. His sisters wer®otty C. Meyers andChessieAllison. [Probate, #4640]

Corsey [Cosa, Coursay], Josephln 1856Richard andMadison Corsey paid
$2 each for assessment tax in Owens Cross Roads. In 188hkd 60 acres of
improved land, 100 of unimproved land, value $500, $15 in tools and 81ivBstock.
[Assessment 1856; Agricultural and Manufacturing Censusddddison County 1860,
prepared and transcribed by Linda Green, Jan. 2000, 26 — heo#tafleas Green|

Coursey, Richard. Of Owens Cross Roads paid assessment in 1857 of $2.
Coursey, Madison.Also of Owens Cross Roagsaid in 1857 $1.

Cruse, Nancy The 1860 census takewust have a decision to make regarding
color when he liste@€ruse, Nancyas Indian living with her six children who were all
noted as black. Being enumerated, it is assumed she acddildeen were free.

Curtis, Charles. According to the 1860 Alabama Mortality Schedule, livechin t
northeast part of the county, was married, a farmeérdgéd age 50. He shot himself in
September 1860 and died instantly. [1860 Mortality SchedulesSeaenp. Marilyn
Davis Barefield (Easley, SC: Southern Historical Br&987), 77 — hereafter Barefield]

Davis, Belzy.[Betsy?] It was ordered that the overseer of the poor appbiote
the district of William L. Jones’ company of militia mequired to inquire into the infant
children of Belzy Davis a free woman of colour and if sheot capable of supporting
them and bring them up in honest ways to report themgathirt. Her children were
removed. [Dunaway, Wilma ASlavery in the American Mountain So(iiy:
Cambridge Press, 1932), 53; July 1817, Orphans’ Court Book, 96]
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Davis, George age 40, born in Tennessee, lived and worked as a servhet at
household of James Curtis in Madison Station accordiriget 1860 census.

Davis, George Washington.Davis petitioned on July 18, 1861, to relinquish his
freedom. He was described as living here many years,ofe@rk copper complexion
and age about 30 and now “to become slave of Thomas StudBanthate #2442]

Dickson, Emeline or EvelinePaid 1856 and 1857 poll tax assessment of $1. She
also paid the 1859 tax as didmes DicksonAccording to the 1865 Census, Emeline or
Eveline born free, lived in town and took in washing andimg. [Assessment 1857 and
1859; 1865 Census]

In 1870James Dickson age 29, black, opened an account in the Freedmen’s
Bank. His father was given adfred, his motheiEveline, and spouskucy. He was
born in Fayetteville, Tennessee, and was a plas{&eygister I, 29, 30]

A trust was established in 1870 foewis Dickson, age 18 or 19, medium brown.
His fatherAlfred was deceased; motheveline was living, “but very low.” His brothers
wereJamesandWilliam Dickson. [Register I, 21]

Eveline Dickson passed away that year and named her executet tddyette
Robinson. Her heirs wedm; Lewis living in TexasWilliam , andEmma andWilliam
Tate children ofNancy Dickson Tate deceasedMinerva Moore was a sister. Eveline
gave her sons the house and lot and at their death gwaretchildren. Her sister was to
live with Jim at the homestead to help with the grandadmldHer estate besides the lot
with two dwellings and a kitchen was valued at $20, buhslkdecash amounting to
$257.35. After house calls by Doctors Dement and Pynch&2,.30 a visit, (totaling
$118.50) there was less cash. [Probate #3042]

Dupree,Wm. E.freedBilly and gave bond that Billy shall remove out of this
State within twelve months of being a freeman. [Acts, 1B224, 79, Nov., 1823,
approved Dec. 31, 1823]

Erskine, Alfred. Self-purchase and free pass, 1838. Dr. Alexander Erskine
attests: “ | formerly owned the bearer, boy Alfredhons 39 years of age at this time,
five feet four and a half inches, of a light copper calgenerally termed a mulatto, hair
bushy and straight, knock-need, quick of speech and brisk axchtions, has a scar on the
under corner of his right eye, running up on the side afidsg, a scar in the palm of the
right hand and one on the right elbow, both produced bysbomthe left arm near the
elbow joint and a slight contract of said joint ansbathe mark of a burn on the inner side
of the left leg near the knee. By his great industryagirggs said Boy Alfred years since,
during which time he has been living in Alabama & Mississipith out having been
emancipated by the laws of the state. The great diffiauprocuring an act of
emancipation in Alabama is the reason assigned by hienfayrating to a non slave
holding state. A paper of his description is deemed nagessarevent him being
arrested as a runaway on his journey to Indiana, or dngy ee state. [Deed Q, 617;
Mills, “Free African Americans,” March, 137]

Evans, John.Evans, a free man of color living in Madison Statioortgaged his
slave,Archy, to pay a debt of $248 to James Clemens. He would be alloweddem
the slave in one year, by January 1, 1848. He died in 1853 dralwvidl probated [Deed
Book W, 523-24; Probate #1732]
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Evans, Mariah. Wasa free woman of color who set her husb&mnchard Evans
freeby legislative action. She recorded this transactidviadison County in 1823 and
declared “him entirely free from all claims of any persw persons and free from all
authority of every kind or description except the LawthefLand and the Laws of God.”
[Boucher, Morris Raymond Boucher, “The Free Negro in Afaa Prior to 1860” Ph.D.
dissertation, (University of lowa, 1950), 48, 163-4; Deed Bodk37]

Finley, Jane or Jenny.Sarah Foster of Franklin County, Tennessee gave
evidence of freedorfor Jane Finleywith whom she was well acquainted in Tennessee
and earlier in Virginia. This girl is a black womanpab40, born of a free mother, with
wen or risins [sic] grown on her neck, large, ordinang mountenance. | knew her
motherRachael Finleywho was a yellow woman, part Indian; Rachael waes lfig@ving
recovered her freedom in a suit against John Drapeirgmni4.

Rachael “A. Pauper” had a suit against John Drapein $813 Powhatan
County, Virginia. This was preceded by court action itiWgyCounty to the effect that
Rachael “who is detained in slavery by John Draper,alased by the court to sue for
her freedom as a pauper she was assigned counsel.€ dmetimwhile John Draper was
“not to beat or misuse her,” with a bond set to hinh#00. Her endorsement said his
was “an action of trespass, assault and battery aselifaprisonment as Draper on Jan.
20, 1813 with force and arms did make an assault on Rashaelas ill treated and
detained for a long time.” She, Rachael, had alwajiseld to be free.

Rachael and her children previously had a suit against dh@tay in 1770 that
Clay “with force of arms, with staves, and swords mad@ssault and beat and wounded
and evilly intreated them.... Their lives were greatly imgéi’ The ruling in 1771 was
that she was free and not a slave, 12 men witnessedhars1787. Rachael in 1774
was about 20 and her daughiedy about seven. Mentioned also by testimony Rachael
andSam Finleywere brother and sister. Apparently Sam got his freefdom Thomas
Clay. Rachael had been taken, illegally she contendédgwoRiver by Mitchel Clay.

Rachael's mother was call&éthnn, her mother was namé&thanceand she,
Chance, was brought from the Indian Nation by Thomayg €tgandfather, Henry Clay.
(Chance, Nann, Rachael, Jenny and her daughter, Judy, ifieleidenerations.)
Chance'’s sistedudy, had grandchildren who were free in Virginia. Also mboaee Sam,
Rachael's brother, and an older Judy the sister of CH&s=l Book P, 371-376] (There
have long been considered possible connections in tAealand Toney, Alabama
communities with the Sapony/Powhatan Black Indian Twhe migrated quite early
from Virginia to Alabama. This connection could haveudeld Nancy Cruse, Rachael
Finley, and Jane or Jenny Finley also.)

Finley, Vicey. In 1839 the county treasurer paid Vicey Finley, a free woaoifa
color, $36 “for her trouble and expense in taking caf@erfjamin Mason, a free man of
color. [Commissioners Court, 1831-1844, 295] (She may welbbeected to the Finley
above.)

Frazier, Dolly. Now still an infant, under the age of 21, Dolly was bivee in
Sullivan County, Tennessee. There she was bound ontstie illegally, and brought to
this county. An officer of the Tennessee court wasteereturn her, but he did not
deliver her back. She brought suit here against Samuelf@rafamages for $2000.
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After a jury trial she was awarded $500 damages, and onddwme her way back to
home. [Circuit Court #12, 1820, 66,67]

Gamaliel. A negro boy slave, the property of William McBroomegff of
Madison County from 1822-1825) is hereby emancipated and sdtdneslavery:
Provided that the said McBroom, or Pdtaigan,the father of the boy Gamaliel, shall
enter into bond in the penal sum of one thousand datlanditioned that the said boy
shall never become a charge to any county or town witkistéite. [Acts, 1820-1824,
124, Nov. 1824, approved Dec. 24, 1824]

Gaston, William. The first legal paper for one William Gaston attdgtet in
1829 he saw Ann Robinson’s owner, George Lynes, sign Johndols bill of sale for
Ann. [Deed Book M, 524] This is probably not the same mdallasvs, William H.
Gaston. However it would suggest that if this man wasvaitl to “attest” he well could
have been free.

With the above notation it well may be that Willidd. Gaston, whose
grandmother was a free woman of color, was also ff@ee or in bondage, the following
man is worth studying. This Gaston who became an impdgader after the War,
William H. Gaston served military duty in the {?Regiment, USCT and discharged as a
Sgt. Major. [Register I, 15, 16] However at the end ofWae, Gaston did not
immediately return to Huntsville although the Census of 1&®5Slibw other Gastons in
town, likely relations -Matilda, Neal, Rhoda, andSamall born in Georgia. [1865
Census]

When William Gaston came back to Huntsville, he taugatigischool, high
school, and adults at night. (Apparently he was unable say®to teach because of a
War injury.) Committed to serving his community, Gaston gaged his home to pay
for an addition onto the back of the church for clasdeswas an elegant speaker in his
church, of quiet and humble spirit, yet he enteredipsliHe also served as Claims
Agent for the federal government and on the City Couraih 1883-1889 [Deed Books
YY, 105-106; XX, 4; 1865 Census; HuntsvilBazette, 18868Charles O. Boothe,
Cyclopedia of the Colored Baptist of Alabama: Their Leaders and Thek.Wor
(Birmingham: Alabama Publ. Co., 1895), 24, 25 electronic puicdy Library of
Congress; Report by Marguerite Lacey in the Roberte€ain Frances Cabiness
Roberts Collection, Dept. of Archives/Special CollensioM. Louis Salmon Library,
Univ. of Ala. in Huntsville, Series 4, Subseries A, BipX 11]

His involvement as shareholder and officer of the bo&tte HuntsvilleGazette
allowed him to reach an audience of larger proportions g religious feelings,
political messages and educational platforms.

Gastoninherited property in 1866 located on Whitesburg Pike neaiddad
Street at the death of his grandmotlerurning Vining. [Probate #2786] Gaston
opened an account in 1867 at the Freedmen’s Bank and wabddssibeing 32 and
brown. His father was\bram Rathborn who died in Little Cove in 1862. His mother
wasRodal Gastonwho now lived with him. His spouse waane, and their children
wereCornelius age 6Matilda, age 4; andnnah, 12 months. His occupation was
given as a school teacher. His brotisamuel| went to Virginia at the commencement
of the War, and they had heard nothing from him since. sldters includeBatience
Branch in Nashville andAnn Kimball in Stevenson [Register |, 15, 16]
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In 1868 William Gaston opened another account at the Frexed Bank, this
time for his wifeJane she was described simply as being dark. Her faBerjamin
Moore, had died in Huntsville; her mothktatilda was living. Her children were
Cornelius, Matilda and Anna Gaston, and her occupatiorgwas as general
housework. Her brothers includéadrew, Cornelius andSam, now deceased. Her
sisters werdaua, Carolyn, Juliar, Betty andNancy Moore. [Register |, 22, 23]
Another account was opened for Mrs. Jane Gaston in 18Ahwinformation given.
[Register II, 48] An account faCornelius, age 8, dark brown, was also opened in 1870.
His father was William and his mother Jane. The boy lban at the Cove near
Huntsville. He had three sistdviatilda, Anna, and an unnamed baby. An account was
opened for the daughter, Anna, later. [Register Il, 17]

The iconic photograph of a Negro baptism in the basing&pring in May of
1893 shows the Rev. William H. Gaston and crowd:

Harris, Billy. In April 1854 the county authorities issued a permit folyBil
Harris, “a free man of color, to sell his succulemdl gavory pies at the courthouse.” One
wonders if he is the same man, William Harris, laber prominent Baptist minister.
[Record, Vol. 1, 106]

Harris, Lewis. Paid $2 assessment in 1856 in Huntsville.

Harris, Thomas. Free papers recorded on March 7, 1860. Tom about age 69, slim
and stooping, 110 pounds, small black eyes, short curly, viaalydark complexion, 5’
3v" tall, small scar from a burn just above the rodthe 4" and 8" fingers of the hand,
having a halting or limping walk the consequence of RheumaBgmccupation a
gardener or agricultural labourer, born of a free woméasuissex County, Virginia
entitled to all privileges and rights of a free persboador and record by made hereof.
[Deed Book CC, 496, 7]
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Harris, William. Accordingto local information, in 1820 Harris founded what
would become St. Bartley’s African Baptist Church onl&m Street. This group
entered into the Flint River Primitive Baptist Assoioiatin 1821 with 76 members, and
by 1840 had 265 members. Harris in 1860 was listed as aged 78 with $&08dnal
property and $100 in real estate. [Sellers, 300; 1860 Census]

Hawkins, John.Paid1857 andl859 assessment of $2 in Huntsville.

Hogan, Martin . She, Locky Russell, was authorized to emancipate arad set
liberty a certain Negro man slave named Martin Hogaat§AL820-1824, Nov. 1824,
27-8, approved Dec. 21, 1824]

Hunter, Nancy. [Hunt, Hunster, Thurmond] According to court records of
1828, Nancy Hunter and her children have been set free.lAnderson Watkins of
Augusta, Georgia in 1819. The doctor in his deposition ad@tddivis Hunter, the
husband of Nancy, was a free man from birth, having ddsdefnom free parentage on
both sides. Dr. Watkins said that Lewis and Nancy haairftained a reputation
unimpeachable of orderly deportment.” In the 1830 census, Neayead of family of
seven free persons of color and owner of one sl&mphians’ Court Book 6; 200-1;
Deed Book M, 122]

In January 1833 Nandyunter marriedJohn Thurmond, and he in 1840 was
listed as head of household, engaged in manufacturing ale] wah only three free
males there. [Madison County Marriage Records Vol. 41820 Census]

Nancy had died in 1835 leaving a will and an estate for peobkgr heirs,
William , Alex, Eliza, Thomas andEdmund, would sell her house and lot to pay off her
accounts in town. Debts included two years of care fbosn Fearn and Erskine at $2
each visit. The total remaining, with interest, was $353arly Nancy Hunter-
Thurmond was a person of substance. She had extensoungsavith merchant Preston
Yeatman who extended her credit for large quantitiesuaf goods, sugar and coffee,
and she had purchased such luxury goods as an umbrella agid & She had a
similar account with the Andrews Brothers that includedag other things fabric and a
silver thimble. Her account with John W. Jones fot aupart of 1834 remarkably, when
considering it was illegal to sell whiskey to blacks, foeenslaved, included ten quarts
of whiskey at 18% cents per quart. One hundred dollars iche piafor expenses for
William Huntster, infant (under 21), for travel to Cincinnati andrding for school
there. The fares for young William first to Decatwr,Tuscumbia, passage on board the
S. B. Dover from Tuscumbia to Louisville and then th&LNorfolk from Louisville to
Cincinnati came to $20.25. Four yards of crape were purchasbkdrféuneral, and her
Jaconet muslin dress cost $6 for the burial. Mr. P kiderharged $40 for making her
coffin.

In March 1835 it was ordered the sheriff, who was hé&ocadministrator, to
expose to public sale the perishable property of her estagpt her slave. Even after
Corporation taxes and legal fees of $31.87%2 were paid, wasstill remained a balance
of $123.92 for the heirs to divide. Dr. Watkins had known aniradte worker when he
freed her in Georgia. [Probate #281; Orphans # 6, 200-1]
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Hunt, Lewis in 1830, according to the Federal Census, was the heasephrate
household of four free people of color and one slave.

Hunt, Lafayette. In 1857“...is a free man, having been born of free parents in
Huntsville,” suggested that the withesses were well anfinés long-standing status as
free because they knew he had free parents. [Deed B@¥ Rnd Deed Book BB, 141]

Hunt, Rachael. The Madison County Commissioners’ Court in 1833 paid John
H. Bingham $5 to build a coffin faColbert Hunt, the infant child of Rachael Hunt, free
woman of colorDaniel Patterson a free Negro (see below) for digging the grave and
burying the baby received $3. [Minutes of Commissioners Cb881-1844, 74]

Husk, Nancy. Paid $1 assessment in 1857.

Jacobs, FannyWhatever induced the Jacobs family, to come to Madisnmty
from South Carolina, is lost to local history. Howevesuggests that this extended
family had enough finances available to pay for horsegpmsand supplies for the long
trip, and still be able to purchase land when they arireed about 1822. This matriarch
of the family, most likely widowed, was born in So@hrolina about 1778. Her children
were also born there. Once here her adult famikeeiglly settled close to the then-
thriving river-front village of Triana. Those of her childrthat can be most likely
identified includedThomasborn about 1801lisaacin 1803 who located at New Hope;
Rebecca 1807,0liver, 1808;Burwell probably 1810¢nity 1817; and perhaps another
son or relativePavid, 1807. Two more with the same surname incMaey andJohn.

According thel850census, onBebeccalacobswith her children including a
younglsaac Jacobdived near the other families. She perhaps was theov@&avid,
but she was now head of the household. Atypical perltegyspears that the well-to-do
white woman, Mary Austin, widow of Pleasant Austingorally from South Carolina
also, and her four children, lived in the same householthd same census one David
Jacobs, born about 1807 was listed in the househd@@ofge W. Jacobs, age 25,
probably his son.

Isaac Jacobs was born in January 1847 and his Batéy, was born in June of
1859 (Their son Elle was born in 1882.

Like many extended families, first names were oftenl @ggin and again.
Another Isaac Jacobs, born about Audit5settled in the New Hope area.

Unity Jacobs, born in 1818 in North Carolina mardadhes McMunn here in
1836. Burwell Jacobs, Sr. marridelizabeth (Betsy) Jacobs, born in 1818 in North
Carolina, in Madison County on Dec. 20, 1886rrell, Jr . marriedKitty Jordan Feb.
1, 1879. He was born in 1855, she in June of 1860. BurcelbdaJr. died in 1945 and
is buried at Glenwood Cemetery. Their son Elle, ba® about 1882. [This information
is from local records and work by John P. Rankin a®uarBummary Reports to
Redstone Arsenal and “Vintage Vignettes in * and Bgv@urry, Redstone Staff
Archaeologist, “The People Who Lived on the Land th&iow Redstone Arsenal,”
2006.] [Ben Hoksberger, RSA Archaeologist, email convensatug. 25, 2013. Among
the many burying grounds on the RSA property, the JoinebddCemetery contains 121
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noted possible burial depression with room for twice asynpossible burials within the
cemetery grounds.]

Jacobs, Rebecca, Sarah A., Joseph, Jack, AmasdDavid at Whitesburg
District paidtheirtax of $1 and $2 accordingly in 1856. [Assessment 1856]

In 1857John W. Jacobspaid his assessment of $2.

Jacobs, Amos, Joseph, Jackson, EliandSarahin Triana in 1857 paid their $2
and $1 assessments.

Jacobs, Mary Ann and William in Viennal857 paid the assessment of $1.

Jacobs, Elizabeth, Sarah eacpaid $1 assessment in $1 each 1859 as did
Jacobs, David, Jacks JacobandDennis Jacksor2 in 1859. In 185% Triana were
JacobsAmos$2 andUnity $1.

Jacobs, William Riley. “We do hereby certify that [we] are well acquainted with
William Riley Jacobssince he was a child, he is a man of colour, bornvatite
woman...a man of good moral character and [we] do recomimientb the protection of
every honest, respectable, and civil citizen....Any infofomatespecting him, his Father
and the family can be obtained by writing and directingrty of the permanent residents
in the Southeastern part of aforesaid county.” Thigsisfree paper” and the justice of
the peace took the testimony of three white men, bigiand of high standing” who
drafted the paper. He was described as 5’ 8 % inches, 137 p@0ngsrs old in
September last, no remarkable scars at this time. “Benian of good moral character
and as such, | recommend him to the protection of evangdt and respectable civil
citizen and especially to all constables, sheriff andgestof the peace, etc. He was
brought up near Whitesburg and part in New Hope or Viennaté®ents were by John
Wylie, John Kimebrugh, and W. R. Stone, Jan. 14, 1§B&ed Book W, 80]

In 1850 William R. Jacobs owned 40 acres of improved lantéintbnot
improved, with a cash value of $200; $8 worth of tools; and $alied in livestock. [A
& M Census 1850, 25]

Jacobs, Burrell. In the1850Agricultural Census, Burrell owned 50 acres of
improved land, 40 acres unimproved, with cash value of $20; $66 wbibols and
implements; and the value of his livestock was $250. Tarsyater, his farm value had
increased. He now owned 100 acres improved land; 60 acres amedpcrash value of
$500; $15 worth of tools; and his livestock were valued at $40@efG1850, p. 70;
1860, 23]

He paid taxes on property in Triana, that included a 170faareat 40¢; another
of 140 acres at 5¢; and in the town of Triana land valu&8@ipaid 1¢ in tax.
[Assessment 1857] At Burwell Jacobs death in 1873, his adnaitoist Thomas Jamar
was required to give $1200 bond. Burwell’s estate included 160 @iciaasd and
personal property worth $437.50 that included farm animals argreguot. [Probate
#3189]
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Jacobs, George Washingtonn 1850 owned 15 acres of improved land; 145
acres unimproved; valued at $280; $10 worth of tools; and $150 étdke [Green,
1850, 70]

Jacobs, JeffersonDelivered to the judge in 1855 a certificate showing him to be
a free man, it was therefore filed and recorded. Hedescribed as a mulatto, abt. 60,
170 Ib., 5” 1% inches, gray eyes, always in 45 years carside be free. [Probate
#1914]

Jackson, Dennis.Lived atWhitesburg, 1857 and paid an assessment of personal
property for $2.

Johnson, Abraham. On June 18, 1813, in a certificate of freedom from
Washington County, Isaac Davis made oath that a free laldakas bound to Isaac
Davis’s son, Jesse R. Davis, on about May 8, 1810 anddhason was free from his
apprenticeship. [Deed Book A and B, 58]

Johnson, Martin. Thomas Johnson is hereby authorized and “empowered, to
monumit [sic] and set free from slavery a certain bbgolor named Martin, so soon as
the said Martin arrives at the age of 21 years: providhed the said Thomas Johnson
shall on or before that time, enter into bond todierman or chief justice of Madison
County, in the sum of five hundred dollars” conditiordt the said Martin, so
liberated, shall not become chargeable to the public. [A8:9-122, 144-5, approved
Dec. 4, 1819]

Johnson, Salleyage 60, born in Tennessee was listed in the 1860 census living
and working as a servant in the household of James @uiadison Station.

Jones no first name. In February 1818, he brought his freedahweas allowed
the tools of his trade as a blacksmith from his Georgiaeo for $1400. [Robb, 7]

Jones,John N. S. and Alexander P. Jon&snulatto woman, nameflizabeth
age forty years; a mulatto girl, namadn, aged 6; a mulatto girl naméavelina, 13;
Ann, 6; and a mulatto child, nam&thandy, 3 years old to be emancipated as soon as
bond is made. Shandy Wesley Jones was born in HlatBakt. 20, 1816, the son of a
white man and a mixed race, free mother. The famigy lmoved to Tuscaloosa where
he became a barber and a leading activist in the Anme@cdonization Society. After the
War and during the many attempts to wrest control of locktics, Jones was a
candidate for registration clerk of his district.wis said of Jones he was “a freedman of
good character and endowed with no ordinary mind, reliabk intelligent, every way
acceptable to ourselves and the community.” The oppostiggested, however, he
“plays sorter on both sides of the fence & his wouldrleads thinks very much of him.”
Jones went on to serve in the Alabama House of Repegses from 1868-1870.
However the times of the Reconstruction Congress cmitldontain the threats and
violence by the Ku Klux Klan. Jones and his family fledMoundville and eventually
Mobile. There he was appointed by President Grant t€tistoms Inspection Bureau.
[Acts, Nov. 1820, 62, approved Dec. 11, 1820; Richard BdNeither Carpetbaggers
Nor Scalawags1995, (Montgomery, R. Bailey Publishers), 39, 105, 125, 348]
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Jones, Madison. Aged 30, born in Alabama, a mulatto laborer, died in March
1860 of unknown causes after being ill 6 months. [Barkfiél]

Jones, Martha. Lived at Whitesburg and in 1857 paid $1 assessment.
Jones, Phillip. Also at Whitesburg in1859 and paid $2 assessment.

Jones. At his death in 1821, one Thomas Jones’ will provided I§&diel,
Daniel, Nancy, Peter, George Zebedee Noah, together with their increase, were to be
free for their “long and meritorious service, industrg abedience” after future service
to his widow, Rachael Jones. [Probate #2, 215] How®&ahael married William
Stamps in 1822. At her death in 1827 and William’s in 1828, thgptaonants went to
Stamp’s brothers, Elijjah and Joshua Stamps, who asisowrgership. One brother hired
six of them out to David Monroe and tried to sell Danidlus, unless the court should
interpose, all “will be run off or so disposed of thatit right to freedom will be greatly
embarrassed.” Not only should they be free as thesteanavanted, they should receive
payment for services performed since his death.

With no action taken, by 1828 papers were filed for the ttabe taken before
the Alabama Supreme Court in Tuscaloosa. Complainamtsaiso includedinerva,
Sally, Cornelius who were also paupers and had been in bondage to Thoness Jo
Although papers were prepared, the state Supreme Court nasond of the case filed.
Apparently after several years they gave up the leddélzand remained in bondage.
[Probate Record 2, 215; Madison County Superior Court, 1811-1825, 281-283]

Jones, Uriah.Received the proof of freedom Sept. 3, 1812promised at thef age o
21 from his family of Kentucky Quakers who had raised hmMississippi Territory.
Ephraim Fraser of Mason County, Kentucky knew theagestellow man, Uriah Jones
and has known him four or five years; there Jonesyalwassed for and generally was
known as a free man. [Robb, 7; Deed A&B, 89]

Jumper, Charles. His free papers recorded in Henry County, Virginia dieed
him as “a free man of color, five feet eight inchad ane fourth of an inch high, light
complexion with two scars on the right side of an imclength, and a round scar about
the size of a quarter of a dollar on the right sidéhefbelly, thick bushy head and a broad
face, 23 years old and formerly bound to Wm. NormanrhpRr transferred his records
here and they were recorded at the court house in 1838:0Hed as a blacksmith and
was here at least in 1850. [Deed Book U, 317]

Kennedy, CaesarKennedy was authorized to manumit certain of his slave
therein named. That he a free man of color, ofdketof Huntsville, and is hereby
authorized to manumit and set free his vif@nnah, and her seven childrekllaria,

John, Mary-Ann, William, Cesar, Jr., Rossell,andThomas,so soon as the said
Kennedy shall have executed to the court justice, a baidswificient security and with
condition that the said slaves.... shall never becoraggelable to the State of Alabama,
or any county or town therein. He manumitted all thmger 21 and promised to free the
minors when they reached 21. Hannah is now liberated sodvigriah and John, above
the age of 21 years; Mary Ann was born November 26, 1804akivilvas born 1808;
Caesar was born June 1818; Russell was born July 15, 1812; §h@sdorn July 18,
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1815. [Acts, 145, 1819-1822, approved Dec. 13, 1819; Deed Book F, 271; Dele®GB
142-43; Mills, “Slave Manumissions,” Sept., 200.]

Lee, Molly. In 1828Molly Lee, a free woman of color, paid LeRoy Pope $50 for
a half acre of land south of Huntsville. Molly Lee purs#in 1830 from the estate of
George Ragland of Franklin for $400 “one negro man slavedaaylor [ Ragland],
about 30 years of age, the title to which boy is vesteby a deed of release and quit
claim from the widow and heirs of Edward Ragland, deceasélthe avowed intention
of setting him free.

In 1835 Molly Lee purchased froBusannah Younga free woman of color, for
$300, a lot in Huntsville of approximately 1750 square feet. Antig8® Molly Lee sold
land to Robert Graham. [Deed Book, L, 402-03]

In 1835 Molly Lee petitioned a Free Pass for her husbalnillofty Lee a free
woman of color purchased of Ursula Ragland... a Negro naae,shamed Taylor
commonly calledraylor Ragland at the succeeding session of the Legislature; but from
some cause or other it was delayed those to whom iterdsed,” and that he should
leave the state in 12 months. By Feb. 8, 1836 she appliedFieee Pass because
“hitherto neither the boy nor the undersigned have filing to leave the state and the
passage of the Bill of Emancipation has not been prédadland was anxious to look
ahead for a permanent place of residence for them perhdlashville or another place
of business. In 1839 she sold property to Robert Graham.

[Deed Books O, 520 -21; P, 455; R, 222; M, 579; Q, 520-21,; |, 181, P, 53§, 18iave
Manumissions,” Sept., 204; Deed Book R, 222]

Liggins, Betsey and Sarah Ann Margaret. Deed made by Rufus C. Rathbone,
1835, “To who it may concern, Know that I, Rufus C. Rati@@f Madison County
have in my possession as my right and property two &siaves, mother and daughter,
the elder a yellow woman about 32 years of age whose raBetsey and known by of
Betsey Liggins and her daughter about 7 years of age (alvhite) whose name is
Sarah Ann Margaret...in consideration of good conduct and semaoéered...hereby
set them free and at liberty to do and act for therasadv in other words, the mother to
raise and protect her child until Maturitage [sic] so Himt is able to act for
herself....Betsey, the bearer of this paper, | with pleasecommend as a first rate house
woman, strictly honest and is a good seamstress, apkak generally of her
gualifications, she is not surpassed by any servant witkiiknowledge.” [Deed Book P,
371; Mills, “Slave Manumissions,” Sept., 201]

Martin, Edmond. In Madison Station in 1859 paid $2 assessment.
In May of 1860 Edmund “Ned” Martin purchased from James Cleradrot #24 on
what would become Front Street in Madison, Alaban@.ofding to the 1860 census he
was a carpenter, 30 and his wdarah was 45. Their daughterucinda, age 9; all were
born in Alabama. Other apparently free black people mothast names lived at this
household that includedaria, 40 born in NCRissia 26;Caldonia, 10;Burrel, 8;
William , 6; Mary, 5;Bud, 1;Infant, 1; andRoda Baker, 16. All these were born in
Alabama. Next door was Edy, 70, a washer, born in N&CaBse they were listed by
name, one assumes they were free. [Assessment 18&@Hoek CC, 521-3; 1860
Federal Census]
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Martin, Martha. Paid her 1857 Poll Assessment of $1 and owned property
valued at $400. In 1870 she was listed as age 36;Saithh, 60; Jane, 18;Eliza, 15;
andWilliam , 7 with a Timmons family at Green Grove on the Baarid of current RSA
property across the river from Talucah in Morgan CoUwtysessment 1857, 1870
Census]

Mason, Benjamin.In 1839 at his death, Vicey Finley (See above) was paid $36
for care and then his funeral expenses. [Commissi@rust, 1831-1844, 295]

Matthews, JamesMay 28, 1839 [Deed Book R, 222.]

Mayo, Nancy and children. Free papers. Appeared before me Clement C. Clay,
Abram Bransford who makes oath that Nancy Mayo, avi@®an of color, aged about
45 now, in Cumberland County, Virginia in 1811 was bound to\&&@icher Bangher [?]
and John J. Reynolds, overseers of the poor in saidycoub810, when she attained age
of 18, living there from age 12. She had been broughtldyeléiller Woodson with him
in 1817 and she lived in his neighborhood andlsedm Mayo, about 27 a bright
mulatto;George 22, a bright mulattdSarah Ann, 20 a bright mulattoElizabeth, 18, a
bright mulatto;jFrances 16, bright mulattoMargaret, 9, a dark copper coloAlex, 6,
dark copper colorjoel, 3, dark copper color. These were the issue of Nangyw Méno
was the daughter @iner Mayo, both of Cumberland County, and rightfully and legally
entitled to their freedom. As some of them desiredwdehe state, and as the affiant is
an old man of feeble health and wants to furnish the sajdo¥e some proof of their
freedom, Oct. 1846. [Deed Book W, 102, 103; Probate #1514]

Bransford may have been an old man of feeble healtibemh he died at age 77,
he had outlived Nancy Mayo by five years. She died in 18%2ha was appointed
Administrator of her estate which included Lot #131 toddd &r debts in the town of
Triana. [Probate #1820, #1540]

McBroom, Martha. Listed in the 1856 and 1859 Assessment. She was in the
Census of 1865.

McBroom, Milley. Paid assessment of $1 in 1856 and was in the 1865 Census.

McBroom, Minnie. In 1861, age 7, in the suburbs of the city, wholly destfite
the means of living and by reason of her tender yeaegjaighter oMartha
McBroom, a free woman of color, who is a drunken, dissolateat abandoned habits
and without the means even if she had the inclinatigoroviding for and supporting her
said child. Melissa E. Aday filed to protect the futurefarel of said child who
absolutely requires that she be separated from a nssh@ofligate and brought up to
some useful employment. [Probate #2432]

McBroom, Samuel. Born in Tennessee, black, he died at age 56 in May 1850 of
unknown causes after being ill one day. [Marilyn Davis H&a. Mortality Schedule,
1850(Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, 1983), 136]

Merrill [?] Pressley. In Vienna 1857 paid assessment of $2.
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Milbry. In May 1829 Milbry a free woman of color and Richard Bastered
into an indenture. Her childréviary, 8; Evelina, 6;Henry, 4; andMahala Ann, about
2 are in indigent circumstances and being desirous afigdmr children in honest ways,
Milbry agrees to bind said children to Richard Bass as appesnintil each reaches the
age of 21. He will instruct them in the art and mystdriarming or some employment.
He will furnish each necessary meat, drink, lodging, wgaapparel etc. and furnish
each one a full suit of clothes at 21. [Deed Book M, 315, Orphans, 96a]

Moore, James Agreement of J. J. Pitman, V. M. Robertson ande3am
Robinson, drawn Dec. 31, 1847. “Whereas we have this dayeddeom a yellow man
called James Moore, the property of James M. Milkex,saum of one thousand & fifty
dollars for the purpose of buying him and giving him his freeddsnagreed between us
that we are not to take any benefit whatever from saichage. We further agree that
upon the death of either of us, whatsoever, rightleriie may have shall go to the
survivor, that the last survivor shall by will or otheserivest the title in some discreet
honest person as trustee for the benefit of him,Jaees Moore. [Deed Book W, 501;
Mills, “Slave Manumissions,” Sept., 202]

Moore, Lillen. Paid $1 assessment fee in 1856.

Osborne, Sandy. In October 1849 free papers were issued for a yellowboan
of a free woman in Burlington, Kentucky in 1822. Sandy b@snd to E. R. Osborne at
the age of 10 years to learn manufacturing of bailing apd,rto be freed by the age of
21. He is working for himself now. [Deed Book M, 359.]

Ostena, Emanuel. Listed as a mulatto in the 1860 census, age 27 born in
Mexico, in his own household, was a barber and lived toeRichmond Terrell. The
1850 census listed his name as Amanuel Austine and he liviedheitVilliam Terrell
household. One wonders about his life stories; he istetl in the 1870 census here.

Paston, Jamesln January 1824 Mary Ann Grason [Grayson?] bound her Negro
James Paston for the sum of $1800. She sold to Jamesrhigre for life for $900
current money or bank notes in three installments wiHde emancipated at the first
payment. The legal petition continued. Mary GraysoneF@rayson, Benj. Grayson,
Ambrose Grayson, Eliz. Grayson, Abraham Grayson andfSGrayson of Madison
authorized to manumit a man slave named James Pasthege early years, nothing
was said about “removing” to another state.) [Deed BooB4AIActs, 1820-24, 124,
Nov. 1824, approved Dec. 4, 1824]

Patterson, Daniel.nd, “a boy of color eight yr old, orphaned, bound ouAltzert
Russel to be taught and instructed as apprentice the drisyateries of the farming
business. [Probate 9, 121]

Patterson, Daniel. Was hired to dig a grave and bury the infant of Rachaet Hun
in May 1833. (See above, Hunt.)

Patterson, Emeline. Asessment personal property paid, 1857, $1.
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Patterson, Julia. Owned property valued at $300. [Land Assessment Book 1859]
Patterson, Margaret. Paid $1 assessment in 1857 in Huntsville.

Patterson, William. Free Papers. A man of yellow complexion and small in
stature is a son and child of the wond@mneywhose name appears in the foregoing
papers and has been reputed for many years, always tebaMiiam, the son was
bound to me when young by his mother Jenney, remained witd fiew years and since
the death of his mother and ever since he became 2febaknown and reputed to be
free. Oath taken August, 13, 1851, Joseph Carothers. In 188sPatpaid the
assessment of $2 in Huntsville. [Deed Book Y, 535-36]

Patton, John.His name was included, as a “Free boy,” with theofs®7 names
of slaves furnished by the citizens of Madison Countysévice at Fort Henry on the
Tennessee River and received on January 6, 1862 to work for Catéefietifications.
His age was 18, 5”10", yellow, sound of health and weightingpt&Mds. Because he
was free, no value was given in dollars. [Deed Book, 4OI3-10]

Phagan, Sally A woman of color was purchased by contributions oflsyn
citizens of the county of Madison for the purpose of meigation and she is herby
forever freed from bondage and slavery. These sameyscitidens offered up a bond of
$100. Perhaps the community felt she was well able tof@arerself and not become a
burden on the citizens. [Acts, 1829, 36-38, approved Jan. 20, 2880,

Pin, German. From Giles County, Tennessee, his manumission papenshaes
him with a “rather light complexion, about 20, 5’7" highslby hair, scar on right hand
between his thumb and forefinger, gave proof that he rgasobrn. [Deed Book L, 402-
3]

Pope, Amy and Mary. Affidavit of John Robinson, Esq.,
“Whereas some two or three weeks ago, | sold to JonaMayhew a negro girl named
Amy, aged abut 7 years, daughter of Mary Pope, a free wofreolor, for $350, and
gave my receipt for the money. The purchase was madadMayhew for Mary Pope
with this understanding that | was to make a bill of sadeséid girl as would enable said
girl to be taken out of this state. Said Mayhew, ingh&srds &c: [to] J. Robinson, Esq.
Dear Sir: The Bearer of this is Mary Pope, whose daughtiesirous of returning very
soon, you will have to goodness to make the Bill of Saleet as the purchaser, 9 April
1849. Yours respectfully, J. Mayhew. [Therefore] | fétobinson], convey the said
Mary Pope all my right and title to said girl Amy.” ¢@d Book X, 214; Deed Book W,
501; Deed Book M, 204.]

Ragland, Taylor. (Also seelee, Molly)

Molly Lee purchased it830from the estate of George Ragland of Franklin for
$400 “one negro man slave namiylor, about 30 years of age, the title to which boy is
vested in by a deed of release and quit claim from thewand heirs of Edward
Ragland, deceased” with the avowed intention of settimgfree. [Deed Book M, 579;
Deed Book P, 455]
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According to 1865 census, there were 27 Raglands inskillat among them
was Taylor living on Greene St, a wagoner. [1865 Census]

In 1870,Joseph Ragland(likely not free in 186Q)brother ofTaylor Ragland,
opened an account at the Freedmen’s Bank. Joseph \edsals5, black, born at
Triana. His father waBavid, motherLerisa, spouséMary, childrenTillman, Jesseand
an unnamed baby. His brother wiaagylor Ragland and sisters werkidsy, Mary,
Manda, Harrette, Sarah andBetty. He, Joseph served during the War with th& 15
Regiment, Co. D. [Register |, 61]

Richardson, Richmond. He a slave of Lemuel Mead, who was hereby
authorized and empowered to emancipate a certain Negro avan [gicts, Nov. 1820,
62, approved Dec."41820]

Roberson, Mary Jane.Paid $1 assessment in 1857 at Owens Cross Roads.

Robinson, John If ever hard work paid its own rewards, this free miacodor
and his family not only survived, they achieved financial sseesd an esteemed place
in the community. John P. Neale, acting for WilliamPawell, emancipated John
Robinson by act of the state assembly in Tuscaloosaen3\ 1827 with a bond of $400
to assure that Robinson would not become a public wardslapproved the following
January. Robinson was “to have and take possession andregiess and regress to any
point or place in the world to which inclination may ldach to act and do all things for
himself that any other free person of color might, comtdshould wish to do, meanwhile
amiable to the laws of the state. [Acts, 1827, 106, Appides. 9, 1828; Deed Book L,
506-508]

Born in Virginia, Robinson did not travel any farthetle world to which he
now had “ingress and regress”; his future and that of higyfavas here. At that time
Robinson was described as “about 28 years of age, bushy helaavastdture, quick in
replying to questions when propounded and very polite.” [Desak Bl, 306]

By 1828Robinson was the only known man of color regularly dbuginess
with the individual political wards in the township, prbharoad work. On one occasion
his petition was presented to the City Aldermen statiag he had hired a slave whose
terms of service would not fulfill the newly enactequeements of the city. He was
granted an exemption as he “the applicant may be deemapwidn 1834 his “boy”
Levi was among the slaves hired by the town for workherstreets at $125 for the year.
[Minutes, 8, April 18, 1828; 138, Oct. 17, 1831, 296, Jan. 21, 1834]

The 1830 census showed a family total of seven and four skallesugh the
slaves were members of his family, he was able to eipat® them soon after that. In
1832, by legislative act, Robinson was authorized to freifesAnn and her two
children, Lelia Ann and Lafayette. Robinson gave $500 bondcefarrisy. “Ann is tall,
tolerably slim woman of choclate [sic] between 25 ange#ls of age, of a remarkably
mild amiable disposition and she has a large fine fatleer flat than otherwise, with
fine rolling eyes, atolerably  head of hair for alildbded African.” Lelia Ann is
about three with “a full round and well of rather lteg complexion than her
mother, Ann. Lafayette is about nine, with “a fac@Enge complexion, very fine large
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black eyes, and a very fine countenance.” [Acts, 1829, 38438 oved Jan. 20, 1830;
Deed Book L, 306, 307]

The words “very polite” and “remarkably mild amiable dispor” used to
describe John and Ann Robinson may have been keys tatiseess among the white
neighbors in town. At the same time, Robinson had afrbadome a leader among the
small group of free people of color. The visiting agerthefAmerican Colonization
Society, Josiah F. Polk, listened to Robinson to distespossibility for emigration and
the need to raise money for that purpose. At the saneethe former slaves appeared to
be aware of the reported dangers of settlement iniaibj€obert E. Perry, “The
American Colonization Society in Alabama, 1825-1833htsville Historical Review
IV (1974), 21, 22]

Robinson next freed his two sons, William and John. Wrlieir father’s
emancipation, these brothers would be required by laeateelas soon as they became
twenty-one. There is little else known about theselirothers. [Acts 1830-33,127,
approved Jan. 12833 That year Robinson added to the property he alreadydame
paid $175 for an area 43 by 129 feet to expand his livery stabled [Be705] Still
expanding the business, in 1836 Robinson and London Urquhart paifb$z0€orner
lot, 147 by 54 feet near Holmes and Gallatin Streeteed@®ooks Q, 50 and P, 680]

His wife Ann died and i1844John Robinson married Perlina Robinson.
[Marriage Book Vol. 4A, 053] As the outlook in the Sobdtame more contentious,
John Robinson “to provide a permanent means by which my ehitshn at all times be
identified and their names ascertained had this informégadly entered at the Court
House, “William, 26; Caledonia, 18; Lelia Ann (now wifeWflliam Terrell), 21;
Frances, 13; and Adora, 9 are my own children born fréeralawful wedlock,”
recorded July 1848. [Deed Book W, 632]

In the meanwhile, his worth continued to rise as showeolmty records. In
1857 the assessment of personal property for his lot in,temlued at $1000, was $2 in
taxes; personal assessment that year was 50¢ for kigavie, and 50¢ for John and
Lafayette $2.

There were more land purchases. In 1858 Robinson paid Hugle 600 “in
hand” for a lot, 91x 140 feet, beginning on African Streeed®BB, 536] By1859his
assessment of $2 and 50¢ more for horses valued at $100 asldwenat $3.10, and he
paid 40¢ for two slaves into the Execution Fund. In 1860 tbHerBeéCensus showed that
now 65 years old, his real estate was valued at $4000 anchplegstate as $8000. That
year he purchased a lot on Holmes St., adjoining his otbpepy for $17.

As the troops of General Mitchel invaded Huntsville ingpheng of 1862, John
Robinson was arrested and held in jail for 48 hours. kttayffered to take his father’s
place, but once John’s loyalty was determined therenwdsrther need. Robinson’s
livery stable became a source of supplies for the Fettergds as his claims after the
War would show. During these anxious years, fearful aftwhight happen and fearful
that it might not happen, John Robinson appeared to holdrig/fand workplace
together.
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After the War, John Robinson with his son, Lafayeipglied as Southern
Loyalists to the Southern Claims Commission for darsabje was not reimbursed for all
his losses, however, according to the records filed hvdtlson, he was allowed $2674.
reimbursement for the nine horses (all first class alsiaacording to testimony), six
saddles and bridles, 2400 Ib. bacon, 250 bushels of corn, angdi@fs of fodder. He
was not allowed the total amount he asked for the parkheouse of the stable (54 x 44
feet) for nine months by the body guard of General Shefaraheir mounts. (At that
time the value of the horses was given at $150 each,7petkper pound, 50¢ per barrel
of corn, fodder 1¢ per pound.) This is a considerable anafymbvisions and equipment
owned by John Robinson, a former slave. Yet, the investidat the application hinted
that Robinson was “quite wealthy and possessed evenpraperty than he claimed to
have.” [Southern Claims Commission, John Robinson amj 8871-1880, Roll 25,
Madison County, #557, accepted #2754 — hereafter cited assClaim

In December of 1865 John Robinson opened one of the fastats at the new
Freedmen’s Bank where his son Lafayette was cashudn was described then as 5'4”,
yellow, no age given and his last master’s name wasoAll His wife at the time,
Perlina, also opened an account. She was listed as 4'daharstep-mother of
Lafayette. [Register I, 8, 9]

Apparently John’s second wife, Perlina, died soon afieterand in December of
1870 John Robinson opened an account for his new wife, aige&0, mid-brown. Her
father and mother were William and Hannah, and she heal li@n in Montgomery
County, Maryland. [Register I, 8, 9]

In 1867 and 1868 John Robinson was able to buy more property nesaa
Road. He also then deeded lots on Holmes and Gallahiis sbn Lafayette and his
daughter, Frances Bynum. He leased space for a schodibate Freedman’s Bureau
for $19 a month. In 1869 he purchased for $250 a lot on Holtmest §Deed GG, 264;
Deed HH, 264]

John Robinson died on August 8, 1881. He, born into slakiedymost likely
arrived in Alabama in shackles. By his own endeavorfsdesl himself, his wife and their
children. Among other activities he served as a deacom iAftican American Baptist
Church and was on the board of the Freedman’s Savinds Bae HuntsvilleGazette
gave his age as about 85, one of the oldest citizenshadthoome from Virginia about
1829, prominent in the Baptist Church where his funeral waducted by Bartley
Harris. [HuntsvilleGazette Aug. 13, 1881]

The children of John Robinson were notable for theivities within the home
and in the community.

Lelia Ann Robinsonmarried in 1843, a neighbddilliam Terrell who with
Richmond Terrell, operated the two barber shops on the&qgéacording to the census
in 1850 William Terrell, age 32, born in Tennessee, a barkas, with his wife
Cornelia,(Lelia Ann) 21; childretWilliam , 5; Anne, 3; andMary Ann, 1. With this
household also was the MexicAmanuel Austine, also a barber. Their neighbors in the
census records included the Robinsons, Eveline Dicksony &ymdim and other free
black families. Thel860census reported William Terrell, age 40, to be worth $2000
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real estate and $500 personal property with his wife, el 34; childrerWilliam ,14;
Ann, 12;John, 8; Alonzo, 5;Robert, 2; and babyora, 3/12. In 1870 the last name was
spelled Terrill, the family was intact and included a leossrvant. Lelia was noted as
having $2000 in real estate and $150 personal property. By 188(0Rehason)

Terrell, a widow whose father was born in Virginradéher mother in Georgia, was
listed. Of the seven children at home with her, tlafebe boys were barbers and one a
hostler. Their livelihoods had stayed close to homearfige Book 4A, 8]

By the beginning of the 1860s, Robinson’s dafayette, also known akarkin ,
was doing well for himself. As the omnibus driver, he these arriving at the new
railroad depot and took them to the hotels on the squararativalual homes. His
assessment in 1857 was $2; by 1859 he was also assessed 4@tstavésw and 25¢ for
one gold watch.

In 1862 Civil War action advanced to Huntsville, but the invadiagkees left
Madison County for a brief time. When the Confedeeatgy returned, blacks were
threatened and impressed into manual labor. Lafayettsevado work at the Jackson
County saltpeter mines for the “Cause.” In view offdw that it was not his cause, he
fled to Tennessee to stay with his sigkdora Lowery. [Southern Claims Commission
Approved Claims, Robinson, John and Lafayette #557, approved #2754]

If his father appeared reticent early on about his posmitime community,
Lafayette was able to take advantage of the many poseglie saw during the Federal
Occupation and Reconstruction periods after the War. Wlogrened in December
1865, he became the cashier at $50 a month for the Fre@dBank in Huntsville. By
1869 the deposits in the Huntsville branch amounted to oves®17He described
himself in his account registration as 37 years of age awinbof color. (His deceased
siblings by that time includedbhn, William , andCaledonia His motherAnn, having
died 15-16 years earlier, his step-motRernia had recently died.) Lafayette and his
wife, Fanny, had no children. She opened an account also and wabddsxs 4'5”,
born in Maysville, Kentucky. [Richard BaileMeither Carpetbagger Nor Scalawag:
Black Officeholders during the Reconstruction of Alabai@ntgomery, Ala. Richard
Bailey Publishers, 1995), 153] Obviously he urged other famégnbers to open
accounts and he established several for nephews, nietesighbors.

The activities of Lafayette continued when he represkthe people of the
northern part of the state at the Alabama Constitati€onvention in late fall ci867.
He served as treasurer of the local Union Republicab &hdl he along with his in-laws,
Sandy BynumandRichmond Terrell, were delegates at ti868state Constitutional
Convention where he was a member of the Republican Bxecdmmittee. 111869,
he and his wife purchased for $250 a lot on Holmes Streeéthd 8 Isom Davis; he
sold another lot on Church Street for $225. And therewarre transactions. [Deed
Book JJ, 538; GG, 264]

Lafayette Robinson established accounts in trust &rgedman’s Bank for
Emma andWilliam Tate in 1870. Their fathe\WVilliam was deceased as was their
mother,Nancy. Emma had been born in Canada and William in Ohio. Agpyrthe
deceased parents had associated with the family ofskes,#idora Lowery, earlier
while they were all up north. Robinson also establisheataount fol_ewis and
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William Dickson whose fatherAlfred , was deceased and whose motheline
Dickson a long-time neighbor was living, “but very loiBailey, 154]

Following the Depression of 1873 and despite having 72,000 accatioisatly
worth perhaps $57 million, the Freedman’s Bank faileti8i4 Frederick Douglass said
of the bank it was “the black man’s cow but the whiteisianilk.” [cited in Bailey, 151]

Although that investors’ source was gone, not everyostealbtheir assets.
Lafayette Robinson was able, with a partner, to puechas lots on Whitesburg Pike
near Madison Street. [Deed YY, 105-106] One lot had belotgy®dlliam Gastonwho
inherited the property from his grandmother Mounfiging. Robinson also purchased
property from Henry C. Bradford. [Deed Book XX, 4]

Lafayette Robinson died at his residence on HolmesSs#arly in 1878 after a
brief iliness. His Probate file, under the name akiraRobinson, included the usual
doctors’ bills, but $126.30 cash remained and his property. wWid®wv, Fannie, later
married Edward Pope, also a political activist, in Jana&841.) [Probate #3501,
Marriage Vol. 11, p. 379]

The newspaper reported that he, like his father John,letichlegacy of service
and community standing.” The Colored Masonic band led a gsaoethat was “very
large testifying to the great esteem in which he was helde.alWays acquitted himself
with credit. He was an honest upright man in all hididga.” [AdvocateFeb. 6, 1878]

Even if he was unable to shape his own signature or dowitla ease the
newspaper obituary of his son, John Robinson, so acutekeay their position as
former slaves, father and son, must have indeed beed pnd hopeful for the next
generations.

Another daughter of John Robinsdéimances marriedSandy Bynumin 1855.
As their family grew within the close-knit confines oéthneighborhood, the ties
remained secure as the houses of John Robinson, LafRgpdtiteson, Bynum, and
William Terrell were all next to one another.

Sandy Bynum, had been born and raised in Lawrence Cdautitgravitated to
Madison County when in the 1860 census he was listegtaga driver and of course
was already closely affiliated with the Robinson figmihen he married Frances.
During the War he was arrested and sentence to belshatas released from jail.

After the War, like others, he took advantage of hig satus to become active
in politics. Bynum andRichmond Terrell were delegates to ti&867Republican
Convention held in Montgomery. He became the Redgisteroters at Moulton,
Lawrence County District, a highly sought-after positidhis political office served one
of 45 districts in Alabama established by the Federalmowvent to allow new voters
(black) and disenfranchised voters (white) to registente.\Apparently he campaigned
and won against a “full” black candidate, even though donas felt the black man was
more worthy of their vote than Sandy, only a mula{®ailey, 38, 39)

Appendix Il - 23



The Bynums opened an account at the Freedmen’s BarthefodaughterSilsa,
age 5 in March 1868. Two years later an account was opengohin Bynum; the child
was described as yellow, and proudly a schoolboy. His Bysiblings includedary
Frances Sandy, GeorgeandSpence [Register |, 22; Register II, 12]

Bynum presided over a meeting in Huntsville at the Cdordse and although the
gathering, as reported by the Huntsvildependentwas disorganized, Sandy Bynum
stressed the need for colored school improvement$878he, along with William
Councill and others represented Huntsville at the NatiGoé&red Conference in
Nashville. His brother-in-lasam Lowery also was among the delegates as was E. D.
Pope, the future husband of the Frances Robinson aftbeshene the widow of
Lafayette Robinson. [Huntsvillmdependent, Feb. 27, 1879; May 1, 1879; May 8, 1879;
Huntsville Advocate June 25, 187%GazetteDec. 27, 1879; Feb. 7, 1880; Bailey, 348]

By 1880 their household was still living in Huntsville alaside the in-laws and
in his household wererances 45;John, 21;Mary, 18;Sandy, 16;George E, 12; and
Charles, 10. Additional information gave his parents’ birthplac&lasth Carolina.
Earlier he was noted as not being able to read or write J$tied as a clerk in the livery
stable. Although he must have realized that feeling$igin Sandy Bynum continued
his political activities. Bynum was shot and killed by laites ex-deputy in 1882 at a
Republican Rally — in broad daylight in front of hundreflsiitnesses. His assassin was
found not guilty by the all-white juryAssessment Book, 1859; Bailey, 38, 39]

AnotherRobinson daughteAdora, marriedSamuel R. Loweryof Tennessee.
As one might expect because of her gender, theréesitiformation about Adora
Robinson, but her husband, Samuel R. Lowery, offers amgzed life full of bold
missions and near misses. Lowery was born near NigsbmiDecember 9, 1832. Peter
Lowery, his father, had been born a slave but was psedhay his wife, Ruth Mitchell,
who then freed him. Samuel's mother as a free Cherad¢®@ed that Samuel was born
free. Lowery, from his early years, became involvethenministry with the Church of
the Disciples, an affiliation he continued all hig lif

In May of 1857 he and John Robinson’s daughter, Adora, marriddntsville.
Adora would begin a moving life-style from many perspectiizesng in Tennessee
their first sons, Peter and Martin, were born th&he unsettled times of race riots in
Nashville led them to Canada where, Lowery remainedeaatihis Church leadership,
and their sonJohn, was born. For a time, in 1862 during the War, theyeskin Fayette
County, Ohio where daughtefsinie andCarrie were born. Returning to Tennessee he
served as chaplain of the™0. S. Colored Troops and th® 9. S. Heavy Attillery.
After the War, he promoted a Manual Labor Universitydolored men but more
importantly to what lay ahead, Samuel began to studyS3awThomaswas born,
followed by another girlJane In 1875the family moved to Huntsville and baRyth
was born here. Samuel Lowery continued to study and prdatic [Rev. William J.
SimmonsMen of Mark; Eminent, Progressive and RisiB¢gctronic Edition Cleveland:
George M. Rewell Co., 1887, 144-148]

About the same time he became interested in the nardge of possibilities for
silk worm culture and growth of mulberry trees, a nattogad for the worms. An 1878
interview inThe New York Timegescribed his samples of mulberry leaves, cocoons and
spun silk — all produced at his site in Huntsville, Alabanhens he maintained a small
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farm. Lowery, it was written, thought 200 pounds of silklddoe produced per acre and
ready for a market in New York. Moreover as presidéhtowery’s Industrial Academy
in Huntsville, he hoped to train colored youth for this indusThis article and a later one
described an endowment fund proposed by Senator Blancheu&e Bf Mississippi, who
at that time presided over the U. S. Senate. Hisvbilild produce an endowment fund
from the proceeds of sale of public lands, in this cteeland of former Governor
Chapman, know locally as the “The Barracks.” Unfortulydta his plan, Bill #1046 did
not become law. Two versions in due course were subriittbe 47" Congress, one in
1881 introduced by Rep. John Wait of Connecticut and anoti&8i8 submitted by
Sen. Henry Blair of New Hampshire. Neither bill weny darther than being removed to
committee. $cientific AmericanJune 22, 1878; New Yorkmes May 21, 1878; U. S.
Senate Bill #1046, April 5, 1878; James Matrtin. Senior Legalhmivion Analyst, Law
Library of Congress, Nov. 15, 2013.]

Scientific Americaimn 1878 published an article about the promotion by Samuel
Lowery principal of an independent school for colored pefguléhe cultivation of
silkworms. In Huntsville his concern had hatched 500 wormswhioduced 20 spools
of silk thread. He proposed to plant 20 acres more witingstand which he felt in a
year would furnish food for two or three million wormghis was a promising new
industry for the small farmer of the South. Frenck isilthe previous year had amounted
to $6,000,000 worth of imports. [June 22, 1878]
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1O LOWErY'S 1nausirial ACBAeIy UV JIUDEVIIY, un
institution for the educational aud industrint
training. of .colored youth,.and one alming - to
_combine educational with «industrial develop-
meont as respects* the colored -people of the South.
In thetcourse of an interviow yesterdsy hegave a
very interssting account of his exporiment in silk
culture at Huntsville. Thres years ago he procured
from an: English gentleman in Nashville, Tonu., &
fow eggs, and the corporation of Huntsville granted
him alarge, white mulberry in the midst of the city,
npon the leaves of which his- first worma were fod.

This tree is porennial in Southern Alabama, but
drope'ita lanves from fonr to six- weaks in the latl-
tudo of Iluntsville. Itis not troubled with para-
sites, and the worms fed upon it have proved unu-,
snally healthy. Mr. Lowery has now about &
qunarier of an acre planted to mulberry trees,
and is the owner of moro than 100,000,
worms, ench female of which will produce from
100 to 150 eges, Tho preponderance of males Inthe,
sill-worm he stptes to be from 2 to 3 per cent.—a
rare fact in nataral history, when -1t 18 recolloctod
that the preponderance of females in the insect king-
dom is usunlly very marked and decided. Io esti-,
mates that he will have for sale this Sgdng from
4,000,000 10 5,000,000 of eggs, worth about $6 50
an ounce, or 81 per 100. He thinks that the cost
per acre of silk eultnre would bo abont the same s’
that of cotton, and estimatos the product as from 150
to 200 poundsof silk per acre, worth from $4 to 8
per pound in the New-York market. Mr. Lowery's
exporiment is one of such industrial importance to
the Nouth that ho has come North to estublish the
necessary market, and also to procure the requisites
for carsying on the work, namely, all the improved
labor-saving applisnces now employed in the prepar.
ation of silk for the market.

It 15 not genorally: known, perhaps, that Lowery's,
Industrial School has becomo one of the institations;
of Alabama, tho 25 aeres, with bulldings, upor which
the United States barracks at Huntsville wore
situated having been given to the school by a wealthy
citizen of Hunteville, who takesan intorest in the
enterprise, provided an endowment fund of $100..
000 ean be taised. Tae buildings and land are now
held by lease, aud aro valued at $100,000. United
States Senate bill No, 1,046, introduced by Senator
Bruce, of Mississippi, .-{pril 5, 1878, provides for
this endowment fund from tho proceeds of the sule
of public launds, and will probably pass.

Ehe New Fork Eimes
Published: May 21, 1878
Copyright © The New York Times

The secondimesarticle, four years later in 1880, noted that Lowery thesfifth black
man admitted to practice before the United States SupCeue. [New YorkTimes
Feb. 3, 1880] Belva A. Lockwood, who nominated him, was Hetsefirst woman to be
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allowed to practice before that court. (She also Wwaditst female to be formally
nominated as a candidate for the U. S. presidency in 1884888.) Samuel Lowery
certainly found connections with people in relativeljnagkable positions. If he wasn'’t a
“player” those he associated with certainly were.
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At the New Orleans World Exposition of 1884 Lowery’'s exhdfimulberry
leaves, clearly larger than any of the French congustitvon first prize. As food for the
silk worms this was clearly significant to the futurdustry which he founded as S. R. &
R. M. Industrial Academy, Silk Culture Industry & Mfg. dday 23, 1887. A patent was
given in 1894 for Loweryvale, 80 acres for a cooperatbraraunity for the manufacture
of silk in Jefferson County. There he also edited3bathern FreemarAlthough
Lowery traveled to New Jersey and Connecticut to meétmarserymen, nothing more
is known of his endeavors. [Alabama Secretary oe&t&usiness Entity data base;
Alabama Secretary of State’s Tract Book, 1894]

In 1900 the couple and sdames age 14, were living in Precinct 25 of Jefferson
County. Of their 13 children, seven were living at that tifeither James, Samuel, nor
Adora Robinson Lowery appeared on the 1910 census.

Unfortunately the worm production failed as did the sitkuistry, and there are no
copies of the newspaper available. Lowery said to adyiérstill hope for competency
yet ahead. Hope is a large faculty in my organizationwéry could have been a
dreamer or a schemer or some combination of the tweee tis little evidence today.
[Simmons, 184.]

Roundtree, Lewis and JanePaid assessmentsiB859
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Sampson, Charles.In those days to some the sanctity and legality of forma
marriage was important. Perhaps it was symbolic aefsgio enter the larger white world
on a more even footing. Aftéraveling to Huntsville from Madison Station to obtain a
license, Charles Sampson, a blacksmith at Madisom&tabarriedirerer Smith in
1822. The 1830 census listed one Charles Sampson as whitéyevitiee persons of
color at the household — perhaps his former master asguBampson was one of those
enumerated. By 1840 at one separate household, ten freeagpefsolor were listed and
with no whites. By 1850 more information included that Gigrb2, born in Virginia, a
mulatto, was a blacksmith whose real estate was valugtD@0. The household
includedirena 45, born in North CarolinaVilliam , 24;Sarah, 22;Matilda, 20;

Charles, 18;John, 16;Catherine, 14; andEllen, was 12 years old.

In 1857, assessments were paid by Lucy, Charles, WilaachCharles — for her
$1 and the men $2 each. Charles also paid 2¢ into the Exe€utind for one slave that
year.

A year later Charles Sampson of Triana district agaid his assessment for one
slave. Wm. F. and Charles. J. Sampsonf Triana in 1857 paid assessment on personal

property.

In 1859John Sampsonpaid $2 assessmerbampson, Wm F. owned a slave
and paid 2¢ to the Execution fund and $2 tax for himself in.1858mpson, Lucypaid
$1 in 1859 Perhaps reflecting increased worth and suc€&satles Sampsorpaid the
1859 assessment but also tax for a clock at 35¢.

By 186Q Charles, Sr., now age 61, had only $500 in real estate valuenddris
wife was 52, and the children at home included Matilda, 2@rl€s 25; John, 22;
Catherine, 17; and, Ellen, 12. In 1855 Matilda had marriedoN&arls [Marriage Book
4B, 129] and Catherine in 1869 married Cal8andifer. [Marriage Book 5, 827]

Sampson, Jr. CharlesIn 1862during the Civil War, Charles, Jr. hand-delivered
letters from Huntsville to northern Virginia for theemof the & Alabama including
Henry Figures who mentioned him by name. One can only giugssng Sampson went
into dangerous territory as a lark, for money, or sonssipa for his homeland. [Henry
Figures to William D. Figures, Feb. 9, 1862 in Figures Cbde¢ Huntsville Public
Library Archives.]

In 1863, Probate records show that Alice, Edward, and James®n were put
under a guardianship. [Probate, #2599, A-C] And unfortunatelggdmpson family
appeared to have few remaining members in Madison County by I8i&1870 census
listed Calvin Sandifer, 26, farmer who was unable to readrite. His wife Catherine,

23 was able. Alice Sampson was living with them, workimg@ aeamstress, and Edward
Sampson who with his sister could read and write also.

Seaward, Antony. Purchased land on April 2, 1828 from Andréinn, also a
free man of color, who bought the land from Henry arity &abb which he later sold for
$112 to Seawardr his property was lying in the village of Pin Hook neax tbwn of
Huntsville, Sec. 35, T3, R1W. [Deed Books L, 402; Q, 82- 84]
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Shavers, Wesley.According to the 1860 agriculture census, his land was
unvalued and he had only $5 worth of tools. [Green, 24]

Smothers, [Smithersin 1859 Prudence. In Viennapaid 1857 assessment of $1
and again in 1859. (One might suggest a relationship here to Ridhheorell whose
wife was a free woman of color named Smithers.)

Snoddy, Sally.Bond of Nathaniel D. Snoddy as administrator of thatesif
John Snoddy, deceased. He secured a legislative ach pdassed, authorizing him to
emancipate a female slave named Sally. He now postst&s@rantee that she will not
become a public charge. Affidavit of Joseph C. Waylandiewfor Sally Snoddy, 1832:
“Sally a black woman aged about 36 years, of ratherlawelast, about 5’6" high, of
slender form with a small scar on her forehead & abmitenter of it with a full mouth
of large teeth shewing plainly in conversation & laughteeaks readily & converses
with much ease for a person in her condition, whgeineral has the appearance of a
genteel servant, is the same woman formerly belortgidghn Snoddy, dec.” She was
liberated in Jan. 1830. [Deed Book O, 25; Mills, “Slave Marssmns,” Sept., 208; Acts
1829, 36-38, approved Jan. 20, 1830; Deed Book U, 317; Deed Book O, 189; Dee
Book P, 134; Probate #1039]

Spence, Judy.Her name first appeared whéacob Wilson a free man of color,
petitioned the city aldermen to be allowed to hire Judy Spent834.

In 1837 Judy (no surname), a free woman of color, hadhleirenTimothy, 15;
Sam, 8;Nancy, 5; andLind , 20 months taken from her and bound out to James W.
McClung. From what may be garnered from later infornmatibis well could be the
same as Judy Spence. There was a bit of chit-chat abdytSpence in the 1840s. In
these Lewis letters, the sisters thought fondly airi® Spence, but described her current
predicament. From a letter written in 1843 by Eliza Lewien 13:

“Madame Judy Spence was married to a coloured gentleman
belonging to Mr. B. Robinson, as usual no darkies wereeithyvitut the
house was thronged with white ladies and gentlemen ailhfyl bride
was arrayed in a delicate blue figured silk with a handsuosegay in
one hand, and the bridegroom was arrayed also in a blutoves
correspond with that of his bride. The supper was elegadtyas
arranged by Mrs. Cavanaugh. We were not invited, but Uhelkace
and Aunt Ann who are near neighbors to them attended, [@lckve
they were much delighted, but in the mean time, letathgou the
couple made their appearance at church, the following Sufiday,
which they say she is to be turned out, for [her new}l and master it
seems has another wife from whom he has never beerced.”

In late 1845, Frank Mastin emancipated his Negro woman skawved Judy
Spence and pledged his bond $500. One year later it was anyclesdher to make her
Last Will and Testament: “l give and bequeath to ngnfit James W. McClung all my
property of every description and | do appoint him as my Exe¢ signed July 17,
1846, witnessed Sam.| Breck, E. R. Wallace and Virgini#/allace.
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Her will was soon recorded as that of a coloured wolaie of this county. The
remarkable inventory of her goods and chattels, righteedlits included cash on hand
$40 and two notes amounting to $72 due her, one Negro man namisd the beds,
one cow and calf, saddle and bridle, 10 chairs, dining t&iithen table, 2 small tables,
looking glasses, and numerous other household items. rfuné&ely her friend, Mr.
McClung, died May 31, 1848. As a result, the dispositiothefestate of Judy Spence,
coloured, became lost to history.)

[Minutes June 17, 1834, 337; Commissioners Court, 1831-1844, 164; Rohr,
Nancy, edAn Alabama School Girl iRaris, (Huntsville, AL, SilverThreads Publ.,
2001), 114, 119, 150, 164; Acts, 1842-46, Dec. 1845, approved Feb. 2, 18465, Sel
213; Orphans, Mar. 8, 1847; Probate #13, 153, Will, dated July 17, @846 #1412,
Probate #13, 178, 179, Inventory of property, Case #1412]

Steele, ElizabethWell aware the laws were becoming more strict, in 1855
George Steele, the preeminent architect in Huntsvilletercarefully and specifically
about select slaves in his will. Item seven freedwilyeof NegroesBessor Elizabeth,

a Mulatto woman aged about 23; a mulatto Big about nine; also a mulatto boy
namedJohn Brahan about seven; a bright [light-skinned] mulatto boy nai@bdrley
about two; and a bright mulatto giEmma about one — all children of Bess. To be
within the constraints of the law, they were to baoeed to a Free State, Ohio, lllinois
or Michigan, in order to be emancipated there and to renfairnthermore their new
home was to be stocked and supplied as necessary for Merteele also left to Bess
and her children fitteen hundred dollars from his estatéhis purpose. The expense of
removing Bess and her children was to be taken from laseemhd with a year’s
provisions for them. In the meanwhile they were toaienat the Fagan property where
they were then, and to be well treated. Almost thiezes later, a notation in the
accounts by his son and executor, Matthew, noted that ti&pdor copies of her legal
papers and handed Bess $265 in gold as she left for Cinciruaasti.Wfill and testament
of George Steele, 1855, Will Book 1, 69-72; selected accofi@earge Steele estate,
paid by Matthew Steele, Executor, Chancery Court AA, 60tyalg 19, 1858]

Strain, Robert. Alabama vs. Henry Beal who with force and arms upobeR
Strain, free man of color, assaulted, beat, woundedlatr@ated Strain. [Circuit Court
Book 1833-35, 40]

Swan, Isaac Paid assessment of $2 in 1856.

Sykes, Henry. 1857 assessment paid $2; in Meridianville 1859, $2. (There
appear to be two Henry Sykes, perhaps father and son.)

Sykes, Henry. A pauper, in 1859, free boy of color, age six was boundoout t
George Douglas until the boy became 21; anotheBuolmyond, age unknown an8usan
Jane Sykesage 8, a free girl of color whose mother, a freenam of color, is unable to
support and maintain her, being destitute. [Probate #2233@] B,

Sze, Nancy(Sykes). In 1857 paid assessment of $1.
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Taylor, John. Bond of Jacob Johnston, 1825. Johnston has receiveddiom
Taylor, a man of color, $500 “in part payment to me offllisvalue which is the sum of
$750.” As soon as Taylor pays the rest, Johnson willipetihe Legislature to free him
legally. Johnston binds himself and heirs in the pemal&u$1500 that he will fulfill this
promise. Taylor, to avoid leaving the state, moved tohyelaimestone County. In 1840
he was the head of a family, wife and three childrentb@@dwner of three slaves. [Acts,
1826, approved Dec. 12, 182; Deed Book H, 367; Mills, “Slave Masgioms,” Sept.,
209; 1840 Census]

Terrill, Delia. 1857 paid $1 assessment.

Terrell, Richmond. Accordingto the 185Gensus, Richmond Terrell, age 49; his
mother Lucy, age 70; his sons James, 4; and Richmondg&i9, a&ere living in
Huntsville.

The local newspaper reported the terrible damage causedrbyin the center of
town on May 2, 1850. Among other businesses the flames gedti@rrell’'s Bath and
Barbershop on Jefferson Street. [Record, Vol. 1, 101]

In1852 he in order to “procure some lasting memorial tottvs][children’s
rights to freedom,” Richmond Terrell, also knownRashmond Valentine, a mulatto,
was born free in South Carolina of a free mothacy Valentine. He had moved here
about1834where he was always known as a free man. He IgwharriedFanny
Smithers (Smothers)in 1841, and she died Dec. 15, 1847 leaving two children,
Richmond, Jr. 10 andJames7 years old. Fanny had been born about 1820, the daughter
of Louisa Smithers a free woman of color in Rockingham County, Nordrdlina.
“Growing old, the only others who knew these facts vadse past the meridian of life,”
Terrell would like to establish the right of his childtenfreedom. Testimony was taken
of Theophilus and Thomas H. Lacy. The Lacy men had knowwifesFanny before
moving here. [Madison County Chancery Court Records, 1851-18%4 1862, Book
R, 245-248]

He purchased, with wife, Fanny, a lot on Jefferson Stne¢he Square across
from the Bell Tavern. 11857along with his assessments William Terrell paid 50¢ tax
for his gold watch. According to the 1860 City Directory,Rmnd Terrell owned a
barber shop and a bath house located in the MadisoreHaiughe north corner of the
Square. [Deed T, 558 untsville Directory, City Guide and Business Mirror, 1859-1]860
The 1860 census show Richmond, age 40, born in Tennessee, withr&208tate and
$500 personal estate.

William Terrell. One does not know the exact kinship of the two men, &hlli
and Richmond, but certainly they were related. Williarthwine slave, in 1857 paid an
assessment of personal property and a property assedentastlot in town worth
$600, paid a tax of $1.20. Although listed in the city directdr¥860, as a barber in
basement of Court House he does not appear in any latsrsceecords of Madison
County. According to his testimony on behalf of the Rolnigsa 1871, William
Terrell's age was given then as about sixty. (Seeahelia Robinson.) [Claims, #557]

Like their neighbors, the Robinsons, many of the Tierremained in Huntsville
during the War. They include@ella, Eliza, George John, Judy, Lanier, Mary,
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Martha, Mrs. Terrell , Robert, andWilliam . Most were born free except for the four
who had been slaves of George Ragland. [1865 Census]

In 1869James Terrell age 42 described as a yellow man, opened an account
with the Freedmen’s Bank. His father was listed athRRond also, no spouse or children,
brother Richmond, occupation barber. That mdvitk. Lealiar Ann (Robinson)

Terrell also opened an account. She was 42, light brown.géeise wa$Villiam , and
their children werdohn, Ann, Adda, Alonzo, Robert, Mary , Marthy , Manue, and a
baby. Her brothers weteafayette RobinsonandWilliam andJohn Robinson the
latter two deceased. Her sistersre Caledonia, FrancisandAdora. [Register |, 58]

One year lateRobert Terrell, yellow, and proud to be recorded as a schoolboy
had an account opened for him. His father Wal§iam ; motherLealea (Robinson);
brothersJohnny, AlonzoandWilliam ; sisters twindMary andMartha, Lealea and
Ada. [Register I, 29] An account was also openedAorer Terrell but no other
information was given. Also enrolled weélliam Terrell, Jr ., yellow, a school boy.

His parents were William and Lealea; his siblings includtgah, Alonzo, Bob, Ann,
Mary, Marthy, andLealen. [Register Il, 59].

Lelia (Robinson) Terrell, daughter of John Robinson and wife of William
Terrell, died in 1866. At that time, her children includedia, Addie Bohannan
Alonzo andWilliam . She appointed as her Executor her grandson, Willidro,had
always stayed at home with his mother and his grandmdteka. [Probate #7505]

Thompson, Robert.Executoreemancipatedohn and also his wifeDelilah, the
property of Thompson, deceased. [Acts, Nov. 1829, p 36-38,\agzpdan. 20, 1830]

EdmundTownsendin his will expressed the desire to emancipate his twaitboul
daughtersElizabeth andVirginia . However, he did not make specific provisions to
have them first removed from the state for this purpdééthat time, it would have been
illegal for them to remain in the state and emancipat@d.a result the two women and
an estate valued at $500,000 went to his white heirs. Unfoeturthe two sisters
remained in slavery until they were purchased and laedfby Samuel Townsend,
brother of Edmund. Elizabeth and Virginia were serXeaia, Ohio in 1860 and
emancipated there.

By the time of his death in 1856, Samiielwnsendhad planned more carefully for his
estate and to avoid the legal difficulties for his nindatto children. And, he wished to
secure the freedom of thirty-one other slaves. Of catiseavill was also contested by
other Townsend heirs, but his attentiveness to wordingr@diahis will to be valid. The
Negroes were taken out of state and freed. [The definitork on this topic was written
for her M. A. degree by Frances Roberts is “An ExperinreBEimancipation of Slaves by
an Alabama Planter,” University of Alabama, 1940. Muctheffollowing material is
from this thesis.]

Townsend, Amos, Armstrong, Austin, Bolling, Caroline, Ced, Dick, ......
[Mills, “Slave Manumissions,” Sept., 211.]
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Townsend, Armstead and WoodsonAt his death in 1853, Edmund Townsend
attempted to free a select group of his slaves. Afteirigdidy sums to his brother and
nephews, he bequeath $10,000 to his executors “for benefibofellow boys,

Armstead and Woodson. He asked that the executors theorpine Legislature for
their freedom. Furthermore the sld\ed was to remain with his family and be as a free
man to continue the work he had done for Townsend &yrmgears, with $100 per year
as payment. [Will Book 1, 9]

Townsend, Eliza M. and Virginia. At the same time Edmund Townsend
bequeath to these two sisters his land, Negroes, stockatantools, household and
kitchen furniture, and all moneys in his possessionintéeded all the plantations kept
together and as free persons they would enjoy the behéis property, “as | have every
reason to believe that they are my own children.”

Unfortunately for them, none of his requests were aéhwwe had not removed
these people from the state before manumission by-\hié law at the time. His estate,
therefore, went to his brother, Samuel, who would takierecof his own.

Townsend, Amos, Armstrong, Austin, Bolling, Caroline, Ced, Dick,
Elizabeth, Elvira, Emile, Freeman, Hannah, Henry, Jane, Janeof Hannah), Jane,
wife of Wesley, Joseph, Joseph (of Lucy), Lucy, Lucy of Celiaylalinda, Martha,
Martin, Mary, Milcha, Milly, Osborn, Parthena, Peggy, Rachel,Rainey, Susan,
Sylvanus, Thomas, Virginia, Warren, Wesley, William, Willis and Wooden. Samuel
Townsend learned a lesson from the events followiagttempted distribution of his
brother’s estate. Edmund’s omitted legal point had bleemecessity to remove the
slaves first from the state of Alabama to a fretesaad then emancipate them there. In
his will, Samuel Townsend, sefBtizabeth andVirginia (the daughters of Edmund) to
Xenia, Ohio, in 1860. In his will of 1856 these slaves and tirease” were to be
freed:Wesley 25, (child ofRainey), Caroline 20 (child ofRainey), Elvira 20 (child of
Hannah), Thomas 15 (child ofHannah), Joseph9 (child ofCelia), Susan4, (child of
Celia), Milcha 8, (child ofLucy), Willis 17 (child of deceaseéd/inney), Osborn 13
(child of deceasewWinney), Parthena 11 (child of deceased/inney), Elizabeth 17 (
property of his deceased brother), &idjinia 14, (also property of his deceased
brother.”) All were noted as being “of light compliecis” and they of this group were to
be moved north first.

Also to be freed werd/oodson(light complexion, former property of Edmund);
Racheland her three daughteRegggy with sonBolling, Jane andMary ); Rainey and
children Milly , Freeman); Hannah and her husbarnidick and her childrenJane,
Malinda, Armstrong); Celia (and her infant child.ucy); Lucy and children\(Varren,
Joseph); Martha and sorWilliam ; Jane (wife of Wesleyand her unnamed child);
decease@&mile’s children and brotherdartin, Henry, Sylvanus, Amos, and, the
deceasedlVinney’s child Austin, 19. This second group was also to be sent north and
freed if there were enough funds. Furthermore $200 wasgstlaside for each slave
according to the will of Samuel Townsend.

Under the direction of Townsend’s lawyer, Septimu£Bbaniss, Rev. William
D. Chadick escorted the slaves from Huntsville to Ohleere he helped them with legal
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issues and to become established with housing, jobs, andipnsuisade for their
education.

As the will was written, item #22 included more local instions. Servant
Woodson husband o€aroline, if capable was authorized to receive his own account up
to $5000 out of the share of Caroline.

According to Samuel Townsend’s will, 20 other slaves weremain on his
plantation that was given to Samuel, his nephew. Tinegeded ‘Malinda, the wife of
deceased slaveled, and all their children excepanethe wife ofWesley One hundred
dollars were to be distributed annually among Ned and mgyfand children and also
to Edmond and his wife and their children. [Madison County Willdka#1, 9, 167,
Mills, “Slave Manumissions,” Sept., 211.]

Among these emancipated slaves and their children whoakéxeo relocate, the
instability of their new life in uncertain times, lealattempts to succeed within the
bounds of their newfound freedom. Their struggles weitewitk varying degrees of
success and failure. Many of the group moved to Leavenwatisas. Most were able
to receive some schooling that would have been deniednoith®ladison County.
Perhaps they were no more or no less successful thdslaakyperson of these years.
During trying circumstances, most had some schooling, rdamwierked at menial jobs
as domestics or farmed for others. Willis found workiger boats and a reasonable
living. Osborne Townsend had joined the Union army and mateed to Denver with
the Henry Townsend family.

Wesley Townsend, who began with such possibilities agwbd education, took
unfair advantage of his relatives, used their funds, enuotmed to ask for more assistance
from the executors of the estate. Some had more sexijustments to make and failed.
For instance Woodson Townsend, a son of Edmund, aldedsiet Leavenworth where
he had several arrests and later was accused by a vamtarnin 1864 of attempted rape.
Woodson was sentenced to six years at hard lalansis History31, (Winter 2008-
2009), 265]

On the other hand among the second group going to LeavenKartbas were
Martha (or Margaret) Richardson and her son William Bo@lewnsend. Bolden, who
claimed Samuel Townsend as his grandfather, attend prepesahool and taught
school before getting his law degree from Kansas UniyeiAg a lawyer, journalist, and
politician he used his influence in what became consdjéy whites and often to more
moderate blacks, to more extremist and militant conftmms. His influence lessened
and dissatisfied, he moved to Colorado where he lateeg as clerk for the Judiciary
Committee in the Colorado House of Representatives.
[http:/mww.blackpast.org/aaw/townsend-william-bolden-1854-1917Heb. 19, 2014);
“W. B. Townsend and the Struggle against Racist Violem¢eeavenworth,’Kansas
History, 31 (Winter 2008-2009), 260-273]

Thomas Townsend attended Wilberforce School, taught ms&&and returned in
1868 to Huntsville to teach. He also purchased land in HaeelGand began to farm.
Managing well, he was able to purchase a home on Adamsu@werd other lots nearby.
When the Federal Government began to issue pension®otedohen for service during
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the War, he became a claims lawyer. Townsend wasiygeghamired and his influence
helped many less educated neighbors use their money widelgontributed to the
Huntsville Gazetteand was welcomed, in the newspaper at least, by whit@s as
alderman on the city board. [Roberts, 53-103]

Two recent papers by R. Isabela Morales investigateféheflSusanna
Townsend and a reconstruction of the lives of a feth@freed Townsend women, “The
Townsends: Reconstructing the Lives of Seven Enslavechéi, 1830-1856 and
“Letters from a Planter’s Daughter: Understanding Freedod Independence in the
Life of Susanna Townsend (1853-1869)” Of course the standardomndtie Townsends
remains the Master’s Thesis by Dr. Frances Robekts Experiment in Emancipation of
Slaves by an Alabama Planter.”

Townsend.OneHenry Townsend, most likely related to the brothers Eainu
and Samuel above, had settled on 160 acres near New Mafl&t7. He died in 1838
and freed three of his slaves by his will. This inclutdidney, 60, “a very old woman;”
her sorLige (Elijah), age 40; and a second shm 32, an idiot. Townsend also stipulated
Winney would have a four-year- old mare, one cow and sialfjeese, 1 flax wheale,
one cotton wheale and cards, the bed and furniture aneéeavtre that belongs to her
house. His will was declared null and void by the Alab&upreme Court in 1838.
[Townsend, Henry, 1838, Probate #526]

Thurmond, John [See Nancy Huntster]

Urquhart, London. Urquhart while in Lauderdale County in 1831 had testimony
from William Gee who stated he knew Urquhart to be fre papers from Southampton
County, Virginia included a statement of Martha P. Urqubghis emancipation in
1825. Gee, as Justice of the Peace in that County destitdéxtmer slave who would
make his way to Madison county as “a man of rathegra Gomplexion of the height of
five feet six inches about thirty nine years of age andhiedIto be bold...and who has
sustained an extrodenary [sic] Good Character.”

Thomas Fearn and Alexander Erskine for $400 in hand saJdgohart, free man
of color, in 1836, part of lot #90 in Huntsville beginningtba south side of Williams,
east to the line which divides the lot of William Véitand to Madison StreetUrquhart
andJohn Robinsonon June 10, 1839 purchased for $500 from John Otey and his wife
property at the corner of the street running to Pin Hoottg@rand one running to the
spring by Kelly's Blacksmith Shop, 147 by 54 feet. [Emilyr&ell, “Search for Susan
B. Turner Gee: A Miniature Portrait from Antebellum Heawitle” in Huntsville
Historical Reviewol. 35, #1 (Winter-Spring 2010), 62, 63; Deed Book Q, 50]

The will of Urquhart in 1837 attempted to protect his wifeidy, and he
bequeathed her to James T. Gee. Judy would be, “upon thiandisonfidence, that he
shall permit her, during her life, to enjoy her freedom e use and benefit of said lot
and its appurtenances...the lot and appurtenances to be his aelgsafter death. | will
and devise the balance of my estate, real and persoraljtebsand in fee simple to
William H. Gee.” [Deed Book P, 680, 681; Probate 8:153; Reoba7]

Vining, Creasy.Paid1857 assessment of $1.
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Vining, Mourning. A female slave, propertyf John Vining who promised a
bond of $500, was to be freed forever from slavery and ben&e did well for herself
because she owned property and later paid 80¢ in taxes flanddan town valued at
$400. The 1850 census gave her age as 71, but she was not exdiimet860. By 1865
there were eight people named Vining in the 1865 town censns,named Mourning
and none born free. [1865 Census] However her will of 18&@eiVilliam Gaston, her
grandson, the Executer. [Acts. 1828, 94, approved Dec. 20, 1828;Baek M, 321 -2;
Deed Book YY, 105-106; XX, 4] Her heirs includBthoda Gaston of full age and in the
county;Ann Vining; SampsonVining, of age, living in Florida;Kizzie Horton, wife of
Washington Horton; Mary Vining, of age living in TexasfRodah Irwin, wife of Lewis
Irvin ; James Vining Annie Vining; andJohn Vining were minors living in Huntsville.
Her house and lot on the east side of Madison Streed 1@ be sold by public auction or
“public outcry.” William Gaston had the highest bid and viloa property for $401.
[Probate #2786]

Related in some manner, M&naner Vining, age 67, opened an account at the
Bank in 1866. Her mother was listedMerning Harris , her fatheiAnthony, her spouse
Sam and childrerBen, Antony, Sealy, Solomon Lionon, Adeline, Maria, Kizer,
Samue] Priscilla, andShadrack Vining. There had been 5 deceased children. She was
born in Georgia, and she was at the John Laughinghoaisepbn, no occupation was
listed as she was “too old to workShadrack Vining made the deposit. [Bank |, 32]

Vining, Shadrack. Paid1857 assessment of $2.
Ward, Moses.Paid $2 assessment in Triana district for 1857.

Walker, Tom. Emancipated by Catherine Butcher in July 1842 her man,slave
Tom Walker for “long faithful and meritorious services” who theowld leave the state.
She had followed the regulations and published in the newsfoa@0 days prior to her
court petition. [Orphans, 1840-42, 480]

Walten, Mary . [Walton, Waltin] Paid in 1859 assessment of $1. Accgrtin
the 1860 census she was a laborer with two children buthedsead of the household.

Wake, John. He came from Washington County, Virginia to Alabama ais@
man in 1827. Recorded in Madison County by the clerk, hifficate described him as a
“black man about 25 years of age, about five feet five aedhalf inches high, scar on
his right hand and a scar on his left hand, thigh and fiyobccupation a blacksmith.”
[Deed Book L, 237]

Watkins. Ike. A “free boy,” age 30, 5’6", sound of body, weighing 179 pounds
was among the slaves sent to work on the fortificateari2ort Henry in 1862. [Deed DD,
408-410]

Williams, John. Paid 1857 assessment of $2 as a free black man. Age about 21,
he petitioned the Probate Court on June 4, 1860 to declar® ‘siisve for life” of
Thomas Douglass of Madison. “Having become satisfiedridiats, liberties, and
privileges exercised by free persons of color is [sig$thy theoretical. Therefore... is a
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free person of color and wedded to the South and being desoa@well and make the
South his permanent place of residence...Thomas Douglass @asner and master.”
Approved by Legislature of Alabama Feb. 25, 1860. [Proba2d42]

Williams, Josephine.Bound herself out on Jan 18, 1854. [Probate #1782]
William, Malinda . Paid assessment of $1 in 1856.

Wilson, Jacob. A free man of colopetitioned the City Board for him to be able
to hireJudy Spence [Minutes 1828, June 7, 1834, 337] (For more about her, see,abov
Spence, Judy.)

Winn, Andrew. On April 2, 1828 Andrew Winn, free man of color, bought land
from Henry and Sally Bibb which he later sold for $112Atdony Seaward also a free
man of color. This property was lying in the village afi Piook near the town of
Huntsville, Sec. 35, T3, R1W, approximately %2 and #/d0an acre. [Deed Book L,
402; Q, 82- 84]

Winn, Hanna. Will of Gallanius Winn who died in1839, “For the kind
attendance of my old Negro Hanna, her freedom.” and Ittty yellow girl Narcissa”
However his other two slaves, Elizabeth and Bob, wealets the highest bidder at the
courthouse door and the proceeds went to his daughter ElizEdgdhn Lawrence
County. [Probate #A, 30; Probate #194]

Young, Susannah.Susannah, a free woman of color, purchased property in 1826
which she sold for $300 in hand, on May 28, 183®atdly Lee, free woman of color, a
lot in Huntsville, part of Lot 4, bounded by Holmes and kagton Streets,
approximately 24%2 by 70 feet. This property was useful to Mmbause her house
stood in the southeast corner of the lot. [Deed Book P,3&€ Book R, 222]

Milley andJulia. both free women of color were provided coffins and
burial for $12 in 1852. [Commissioners Court, 1849-1854, 174.]

,Emeline. at her deatin 1852 required an inquest by the coroner who
was reimbursed. [Commissioners Court, 1849-1854, 187]

, Dublin.He and his property were removed to the poor house for a

cost to the county of $2 in 1855.
, Sophia. Paid $1 assessment in 1857.

Works Cited

! There has long been considered possible connectidne ifriana and Toney, Alabama communities
with the Sapony/Powhatan Black Indian Tribe who migratem firginia to Alabama quite early. This
connection could have included Nancy Cruse, Rachael FarelyJane or Jenny Finley also.
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