UNKNOWN CEMETERY, 88-1

Summary Report

Unknown Cemetcry, 88- 1 Rcdstone Arsenal, Madlson Co. AL, April 28, 2003

This view shows the approach to the cemetery, which is just south of a
gravel road winding to the north and west from its intersection with Pershing
Road, about 250 yards north of Building 8875 and the Woodl®ametery

(88-2). Thisisin Test Area 5, the sotthantral part of the arsenal. The

legal land location description is Section 28 of Township 5 South, Range 1
West. Maps disagree regarding which quarter contains the cemetery, since it



Is very near th center of the section. However, the MapTech version seems
to be the more accurate:

s =N
O i g\ \ q-\ M R

-

This map places the cemetery just slightly in the Southeast Quarter of
Section 28, TRR1W. A broader overview of the area is shown below:
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Note that the MapTecbkersions name the Jamar / New Mount Hope Church
Cemetery(82L) as t he fAMoore Cemeteryo.
currently unknown.

The land records for Section 28 can provide some insights into ownership,
and therefore the likely surnames of burfalsthe 881 cemetery:
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The original owner of the west half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 28
was Joshua McCutchen, who purchased the land from the government in
1834, according to theLD LAND RECORDS book by Margaret

Matthews Cowart. Hismme di at e fAnei ghboro to the
of the NE/4) was Joseph Leeman / Lehman. INiZEX TO LANDS

prepared by G. W. Jones & Sons, Inc., shows that McCutchen sold his
holdings in the SE/4 to Cortes D. Kavanaugh in 1840. Kavanaugh sold to
JohnOtey in 1842. In 1844 William and Caroline OTEY Robinson sold to
Daniel L. Downs, who sold to Ewing B. Bell in 1854. Sarah A. Bell sold to
John W. & C. C. Woodward in 1883. Over the next dozen years, ownership
of land in the area around the cemetepjuded the surnames of Sloss,



Wilson, Jacobs andChapman, among others. In factancy and Sophia
Horton were listed as mortgaging land in the neighboring NW/4 in 1896 to
Joseph Dickson Graham, who sold them the land in 1896. In 1901, Yancy
Hortondeedeé | and i n t [Cemb&lswd BRresbyteriant he 0
Church of Palm Beacld. There is not much doubt that the clerk
misunderstood, and the name of the church actually should have been

r e c or d e@umlzedand Phhesbytérian Church of Pond Beab .
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In 1917 Yancy Horton sponsored a mortgage by Emma (CHAPMAN) and
her husband John Lyle that included land in the SE/4 of Section 28. The
marriage index from the eime website of the Madison County Records
Center shows the mar rcioalgoer eodf 60 )J oahnnd
Chapman in 1911:
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Lyle, John (c) Chapman, Emma 17 May 1911 Vol. 36 p. 425

Considering the presence of the Jacobs and Horton families in the list of
landowners for tracts around the cemetery, it is almost a certainty that the
little cemetery was used by black families of those surnames. That
conclusion is supported by notes made by Beverly Curry of an interview
with one of the descendants of these families, as given below.

From the notes made in the year 2001 by Beverly Curry dirting offices, when she
interviewed Lizzie Jacobs Ward and Walter Joiner, from-arag sent to John P. Rankin
3 November 2004

Lizzie Jacobs Ward andWalter Joiner
(See John Rankin info on Joirlesicy cemetery 82)
She was born on arsenal larsb were her parentdder grandmother Luisa was a slave.

Her grandfather was William Timmon@svhite). 1 We al ways st alhegd on hi s
rang bells when he died.

Willam Timmons € v Pronounced Lu Iza
(white, stone 1n Timmons 4| Annie Latham (Loutsa?) A slave
cemetery) Timmons (white whl:lo&bnd;w %ﬂ‘
: c en by 4
wife) wife of WT Lasr eda
f— Joiner
Pearlie Jacobs, -
Wife of Alex J Alex Joiner, son of Loussa, a

but was set aside
as a free Nation” || Lizzie Jacob Ward, dau
of Alex and Pearlie




Brothers and sisters of Lizzie Jacob Ward were:
JOINER NAME:

Besse
Percy
Louise
Nina
Claudie
Gussie

Wh at Lizzie Ward referred to as t-Be fcol ored
JoinerLacy on our cemetery map.

AThe colored cemetery is on ddmwzresdddshwar ds Lee
one stone in theemetery belongei her brother Claudie Joiner. He was in World

War I. Alex Joiner was paid (by?) to go upkeep the cemet@ry.he | ast ones bur |
the colored cemetery were Ji thizzEesaiddhexr , Aar on

mother was buriethere (Pearlie Jacobsier mother wanted to be buried at flaeobs
Cemetery, but backwater was up [water came up and stolbdyas near the riverThe
Timmons (white) was higher up.

Lizzieds mot her di ed fwshheen dsubeesshekwmgsuilatleg.o year s
She had ababy borWhen t he baby died, she would milKk

[ J ohn Ra nlk 19208Ctaudie livedan: household of Percy, which included his
father Alexander Joiner, a widower at the tink@lix Joiner (?}ived a few houses away,
as did Melvin.]

After WWI, brothers (Claudie and Percy) bought some of Timmons [&hd.land was

near the big housd.onnie Wilson, he owned the Timmons house when Lizzie left the

arsenal.He was white.He came from acrosséh r i ver on t he ot her si dc¢
Ferry.

The house where Lizzie grew up:

AWasnodt no Thedaoddlooded someplacedad to move out of the houses.
First time they had school in the schoolhouse (Hardin School), the water swelled up the
floors.

The house had two bedrooms and a kitchglialxover housesShingle house were
goodiBowso {boughs?} cut from treéd&s on the ot
sometimes a half milewas a well on the Timmons place. Had a bucket on thedrehd
one in the handWe raised:hogs, cows, chickens, corn, cottd@ooked in fireplace.
AHeap coal s Ash oakes.Swept thesfloan with a sage grass brooBame
folks had dirt floors.Cracks. Get a croaker sack of ashd2oured them mthe floor.

Use a sage grass broortwas smelling good when they did this in the spring.



What are ash caked?ot water and corn meaMilk if you have it. Can pour soda it in
(baking powder makes it drySweep the ashes back so no grits ke ihbelieve she
said she remembered her Grandmother making them .

Lizzie was raised by her brothers and sisters.
The chimney in the house was double backed.
See diagram from notebooKNot sent to J. P. Rankin}

Claudie bought north part oifimons farm.His mother is Parthenia Wynn Joiner
Horton.Hi s f at her owned | and on the east side o

Walter Joiner was the son of Claud@a | t e r-fétlser wad Gonqmnie HortorConnie

Horton and Yancy Horton Jr. were the sons of Yadoyton, Sr. Yancy was born of a

slave housekeepef.he master had three by his housekeepancy had one sister and 1

brother. He lived in SilverhilLHi s | and and Bhesnarged Adolghusbés | oi ne
Love.

In the middle of our field was anold graveyard. About %2 acre, that we plowed right

up to. My father is buried there (Claudie). No name for the cemetery.{Claudie

Joiner is buried in the JoindrLacey Cemetery, 89, per Arsenal nomenclature and

maps. However, if this note appliesthefather of Lizzig that was not Claudie, it was

Alex Joiner. Alex may be buried in another cemetery, different from where Claudie

Joiner is buried. Bevds insertion of the na
AMYO r ef err ed jwhopérhdpswas beidgontenviewed at this point.

Besides, the JoindrLacey Cemetery is significantly larger than half an acre, in my

estimation-- JPR}

(Ms. Curryods interview notes continue
Summary Report, therefotlkey were truncated at this point.)

Considering the observation note and explanation added by JPR (John P.
Rankin) to Beverly Curryb6s notes of tl
another cemetery (other than the Horitaloiner Cemetery, 87) that fts as

the burial ground of Alex Joiner. |t
Cemetery,88 0 fits precisely with the inter
deductions. Accordingly, with no record of other names of people buried

here, it would seem appropridteco name t hi s fAunknowno ce
ALEX JOINER CEMETERY , 881.

Additional observations and past notes are included below for consideration
of the need to find yet another cemetery that was reported in the area:



Leemanbs Ferry, assabonecwas atthenbase ofi n
Leemanés Bluff, in Section 27.
positions:
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(The Unknown 88L Cemetery is located west of the 700 foot elevation
rounded hump a the bottom left side of the above map excerpt.)
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An interesting point of conjecture is that several of the census pages for the
folks that were located (as mentioned in the 1952 notes) included Woodward
/ Woodard families as neighbors. It is known that the Woodwards lived near
the Woodward Cemetery, &8 in a community that was known as
Woodwardville and had its own post office in the 1840s. There is another
small, unnamed cemetery @8 without any tombstones in that area, in
Section 28 of Township 5, Range 1 West. The cemetery is along a gravel
roadon the west side of Pershing Road, about 400 yards north of the
Woodward Cemetery. It is about one mile southwest of the Joicerey
Cemetery, 82. From the interview comments by Lizzie Jacobs Ward

recorded in the not esllbethatthidisstheAr my 6 s f i
cemetery referred to as being the Acol
Leemanbés Ferry in the pineo. [ A The c«
Leemanbs f erirfompagerBabovegd pi ne. O

't i s known t hat catedeoe thhesbanissof tie@ennegseewa s |

River in Section 27, less than a half mile east from the location of this

unnamed cemetery. Of course, it was also about a half mile south from the

location of the Joineir Lacey Cemetery (82), so that may not be

condusive. However, it seems that the census trails indicate a southern

| ocation for the fAcolored cemeteryo, \
than the one now called JoirieL. a c e y . For example, bei
of our fi el do oawn dr ibgehitn gu pa btloe tthoe fepd g e
fits the one near the Woodward Cemetery, which is in relatively flat land.

The Joineii Lacey Cemetery is on a steeply sloped hillside. It is not at all

likely that anyone ever plowed right up to its edges, dsdstay Lizzie

Jacobs Ward on page 4 above. The statement about being in the middle of a

field suggests a relatively flat place, not hillsides. Furthermore, the
unknowncemetery (88 ) i s definitely dAin the pin
trees in abundae there, and there are large old pine stumps in the cemetery.
Finally, the size fits. Lizzie said that the cemetery in the pine was about a

half acre. That agrees with current estimates, as opposed to the higher

estimated size of the JoirieL.acey Cermstery, 892.

While this could explain the Unknown Cemetery B8t still leaves the

question of another cemetery that Li z:
Cemeteryo, where her mother wanted to
water beingi mphhgykeg #dGlpacked upo from t
at flood stage). That situation most certainly would not fit either the Joiner
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Lacey Cemetery or the Unknown-88Cemetery, as both are in high areas
far above the river 6s ouldreotfittheptheai n .

L i

known nJacobso cemeteries on the arsert

stories told by at least two people of an old tombstone overgrown with

Kudzu behind an igloo in the extreme southern end of the arsenal. The igloo
in queston was thought to be either 8574, 8575, or 8577. Access into this
area has not yet been gained, so nothing further is known of the stories of

another cemetery to the south of the

\

t he pieces of tihtleresindeedarothdr old cemeteryet h e r

in that area, near the river, where floodwaters would back up and delay
burials in the Spring of the years. Accordingly, there may be another
cemetery as yet unmarked on the base installation maps.

Perhaps time anfdirther research will tell the rest of the story. For now, the
other photos made of the little cemetery designated-4sa88 given below:
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wh Cemetry, 88-1, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL, April 2, 2003
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Unknown Cemetery, 88-1, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL, April 28, 2003
(This view is looking south, along the eastern side of the fence.)
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Recent bulldozer tracks were notadhe mud, just inside the gate.
Numerous stones were on top of the ground in the area at the north end of
the cemetery.
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