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UNKNOWN   CEMETERY,   52 ï 1 
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Actually, the above caption is not correct.  William Lanier never owned the 

land where this cemetery is located.  He did own an adjacent quarter section 

for a time. 
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This cemetery is located in the Southeast Quarter of Section 28, Township 4, 

Range 1 West.  It is less than half a mile southwest of the Jordan ï Lanier 

Cemetery (51-1).  As historical land record research reveals, it is located 

between the old sites of a school (Chapman School?) and a ñNegro 

Cumberland Presbyterian Churchò, thought to have been the Poplar Hill 

Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church, dating from 1874. 

 

The cemetery as it appeared in 2003 is shown in the photographs below.  No 

tombstones were found, indicating a likely black cemetery, but the remains 

of internal fencing indicated burials in the 1900s. 
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The jogging trail north of the Sparkman Center runs through the trees at the 

right in this photo, to the east of the cemetery by about 50 yards. 
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There was an obvious grave depression near this fieldstone, but there were 

otherwise very few grave depressions found in the cemetery at the time 

visited.  If visited during February or early March, more depressions may be 

visible, as the overgrowing vegetation would be killed and matted by cold 

weather at such a time. 
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These coils of fencing are recent.  It is not known why they were here. 

 

 

The map shown below was produced by unknown parties in the year 2001.  

This map labels a cemetery in the area as the Chapman Cemetery.  The basis 

of that name is not known, but it may be related to the former nearby 

presence of an old school, probably called the Chapman School, but that is 

simply conjecture at this point.  The point indicated on the map for the 

Chapman Cemetery is actually in the NW/4 of Section 34, rather than the 

SE/4 of Section 28, but it may be a positioning error, as the map maker 

probably intended to show the Unknown 52-1 Cemetery.  There is no known 

cemetery in the location plotted for the Chapman Cemetery. 

 

 


