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DIARY OF CHAPLAIN 
ELIJAH E. EDWARDS

P a r t  II 
Cont inued  f r o m  la s t  i s s u e

T h is  a f t e r n o o n  I b u r i e d  the dead  of  the 7th r e g i m e n t ,  
s id e  by  s id e  in a s in g l e  w id e  g r a v e  in the f i e ld  w h e r e  
th e y  f e l l .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  M in n e s o t i a n s  and an u n ­
known s o l d i e r  found dead  on the  s a m e  f i e l d . *

The  la d y  o w n e r  o f  the B r a d f o r d  m a n s i o n  c a m e  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  tw o  r a t h e r  b e a u t i f u l  young  l a d i e s ,  
p r e s u m a b l y  h e r  d a u g h t e r s .  She l o o k e d  with  s u r p r i s e  
at the h o le s  m a d e  in h e r  f ine  m a n s i o n  b y  shot  and 
s h e l l ,  and c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h e r s e l f  that she  w as  not  at 
h o m e  dur ing  the b a t t l e .  She l o o k e d  r u e f u l ly  at the 
ru in  w r o u g h t  but in the m a in  t o o k  h e r  l o s s e s  p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l l y .

She donated  what d e l i c a c i e s  m i g h t  r e m a i n  in the 
h ou se  to  the u s e  of  the w o u n d e d .  H e r  d a u g h te r s  w e r e  
l e s s  d i s c r e e t  and f o r b e a r i n g  in t h e i r  m a n n e r  and

* N a m e s  o f  the k i l l e d  in b a t t l e ,  b u r i e d  on the f i e ld  
n e a r  the B r a d f o r d  m a n s i o n ,  C o .  B:  C o r p o r a l  
N a p o le o n  C .  C h a m b e r l a i n ,  C o .  C:  G e o r g e  W .  S i ­
m o n s ,  C o .  E :  M i l t o n  B u r o n s ,  C o .  G:  S e b a s t ia n  
B a u l i g . C o .  H: F r e d  H. F e s s e n d e n ,  C o .  K :  A r c h i ­
b a ld  S a v id g e ,  D a v id  C o o l i d g e .  B e s i d e s  the a b o v e  
t h e r e  a r e  s ix  m o r t a l l y  w o u n d ed  and p o s s i b l y  20 w h o  
a r e  d i s q u a l i f i e d  f o r  fu r t h e r  s e r v i c e .
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m a d e  s o m e  ra th e r  i n s u l t i n g  r e m a r k s .  O u r  b u r l y  
E n g l i s h  f i r s t  m u  s i c i a n r e s e n t e d  [this} in la n g u ag e  
r a t h e r  f o r c e f u l  than e le g a n t .  T h e r e  w as  in d e e d  s o m e  
c a u s e  f o r  the young l a d i e s '  c o m p l a i n t s .  But  f o r  the 
w h o l e s a l e  p lu n d e r in g  and l o o t in g  that o c c u r r e d  on the 
f i r s t  da y  of  the batt le  the p r e s e n t  o c c u p a n ts  w e r e  not  
t o  b l a m e .  I w i t n e s s e d  the l o o t in g  and knew  it to  have  
b e e n  don e  b y  u n p r in c ip l e d  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s .  
S o m e  o f  the things  s t o le n  w e r e  the m o t h e r ' s  p i c t u r e ,  
an a l a b a s t e r  statue of  C h r i s t  and the v i r g i n  m o t h e r ,  and 
an  a l b u m  o f  f a m i l y  p i c tu r e s .A .  p i o u s l y  in c l in e d  p i l f e r e r  
s t o l e  the  old  f a m i l y  B i b l e . One  of  the r o b b e r  s c r a m m e d  
a c u r i o u s l y  e n a m e l e d  c l o c k  c a s e  into his  s a t c h e l .  T h e  
m a n s i o n  is  b a d ly  d a m a g e d  by  the ca n n on a d in g  but is 
s t i l l  l i v a b l e . M r s .  B r a d f o r d  e x p r e s s e d  to  the s u r g e o n s  
v e r y  d e c i d e d  v i e w s  as to  d a m a g e s ,  but it w i l l  b e  d i f ­
f i c u l t  to  d e c i d e  as to  w h ich  a r m y  is  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  the 
b u i ld in g  o c c u p y in g  a p o s i t i o n  b e tw e e n  the l i n e s ,  and 
b e in g  in fa c t  d a m a g e d  m o s t  by  H o o d ' s a r t i l l e r y  
p r a c t i c e s .

T h e  B r a d f o r d s  a r e  v e r y  d e c i d e d  r e b e l s  in s e n t im e n t ,  
and the  husband i s ,  I u n d e r s ta n d ,  a fu g i t iv e  in T e x a s  
and had r i s e n  to  the rank  of  G e n e r a l  in the S ou th ern  
s e r v i c e .

A. c u r i o u s  d i a r y  w as  found in the h o u s e ,  p u r p o r t i n g  
t o  b e  that o f  a M r .  C a n t r e l l ,  and its l a s t  date  w as  D e c .  
6th,  ' 6 4 ,  the t i m e  p r o b a b l y  when the m a n s i o n  had to 
be  v a c a t e d .  It is p r e s u m e d  that this d i a r y  with  o ther  
g o o d s  b e l o n g in g  to  the B r a d f o r d s  w as  b r o u g h t  to  the 
m a n s i o n  fo r  sa fe  k e e p in g .  T h e  d i a r y  w a s  f o r w a r d e d  
t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  but c o n t a in e d  no  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w o r t h y  o f  n o t e .  T h e  f i r s t  date  o f  the 
d i a r y  is  1835,  and the w r i t e r  w as  then a young  m a n ,  
a f f i a n c e d  to  an un n a m ed  c o u s i n  of  h i s ,  w h o m  he  sp o k e  
of  as M a y .  That  p a r t  of the d i a r y  ends  a b r u p t ly ,  but 
the p r e s u m p t i o n  is that M a y  and the M r s .  C a n t r e l l  
m e n t i o n e d  in the e n t r y  of  Ju ly  6th a r e  one  and the 
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s a m e .  T h e  e n t r y  r e a d s :  " M r s .  C .  w as  d e l i v e r e d  of  
a ch i ld  this  m o r n i n g .  R e m o v e d  h er  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  to  
M r s .  B r a d f o r d ' s . "

The  m o s t  a u d a c i o u s  u t t e r a n c e s  in the m o d e r n  p a r t  
of  the d i a r y  w e r e  the  f o l l o w i n g  m e l a n g e s  of the p a ­
t r i o t i c  and c o m m o n  p l a c e .  " T h e  s p i r i t  of  the South is 
u n c o n q u e r a b l e .  W o r k e d  a l l  day  in the on ion  b e d s . "  
" T h e  fu ture  l o o k s  d a rk  and p o r t e n t o u s :  Had to  whip  
W i l l i e  and B u d d i e . "  " T h e  Y a n k s  have  s t o le n  a l l  m y  
sw e e t  p o t a t o e s . "  T h e  l a s t  e n t r y  is  s i g n i f i c a n t :  " In  
o r d e r  to  s a v e  m y  p r o p e r t y ,  I ha ve  taken the oath of  
a l l e g i a n c e . "

I hunted up the 2 3r d  C o r p s  this  m o r n i n g  and found 
m y  b r o t h e r  W e s  in r o b u s t  hea l th  but d i r t y  as  tw o  d a y s '  
f ight ing  and w o l l e r i n g  in the mud c o u l d  m a k e  h i m .

I r e t u r n e d  o v e r  our  batt le  l in e  and no ted  the t r a c e s  
o f  the c a r n a g e  in the r e b e l  t r e n c h e s .  T h e  t r e e s  on the 
s u m m i t  o f  the high h i l l  on our r ig h t  w e r e  a l m o s t  
s t r ip p e d  o f  b a r k  and b r a n c h e s  by  our  m i s s i l e s .

T he  t r e n c h e s  w e r e  f i l l e d  with  dea d  that s e e m e d  
a l r e a d y  a p o r t i o n  of  the  e a r th  in w h i c h  they  w e r e  
p a r t i a l l y  i m b e d d e d .  H a l f  w a y  dow n  or  a th ird  o f  the 
w ay  dow n ,  I c a m e  upon  a heap  of  our  d ea d  la id  out f o r  
b u r i a l .  T h e r e  w e r e  20 o f  t h e m ,  the fa l l e n  dead  of  the 
10th M in n e s o t a  of  M c M i l l a n ' s  B r i g a d e ,  (1st) w h i c h t o o k  
p a r t  in the f a m o u s  c h a r g e  up this h i l l  on the s a l i e n t  
p a r t  of  H o o d ' s  l i n e s .

In one  o f  the g ro u p  I r e c o g n i z e d  the f a c e  o f  an old  
St.  P a u l  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  G e o .  L .  L u m s d e n ,  a m a n  with, 
a s in g u la r  and not  u n r o m a n t i c  h i s t o r y .

B r a d f o r d ' s  M a n s i o n ,  D e c .  18
C a p t .  ohn H o u s to n  o f  the 5th M inn ,  w h o m  I

found b a d ly  w o u n d e d  on the f i e ld  at the c l o s e  o f  the  1st 
d a y ' s  bat t le  sent  f o r  m e  to  c a l l  and s e e  h i m  at the 
s h o r t e s t  n o t i c e . I s t a r t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  and s o o n  r e a c h e d
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h i m  in the C i ty  H o s p i t a l .  His wound had b e e n  a s e r i o u s  
one  i n v o lv in g ,  as the h o s p i ta l  s u r g e o n s  thought  the 
n e c e s s i t y  o f  a m putat ion  of  h is  a r m  (his r ight)  c l o s e  to  
the  s h o u l d e r .  T h e  b a l l  o f  the h u m e r u s  b e in g  s h a t t e r e d  
b y  a m i n n i e  b u l le t ,  it w as  co n te n d e d  that on ly  an a m ­
puta t ion  c o u ld  s a v e  his  l i f e .  Capta in  H o u s to n  r e f u s e d  
t o  s u b m it  to  an a m putat ion  b e l i e v in g  that with  s k i l l fu l  
t r e a t m e n t  his  a r m  c o u ld  be s a v e d .  He w i s h e d  m e  to  
g o  at o n c e  and i n t e r v i e w  h is  f r i e n d ,  D r .  V i n c e n t  P .  
K e n n e d y ,  f o r m e r  s u r g e o n  o f  the 5th and n o w  B r i g a d e  
s u r g e o n ,  and a sk  h i m  to  c a l l  at o n c e .  H is  o b j e c t  is  to  
s e c u r e  a t r a n s f e r  t o  the d e p a r t m e n t  in the c a r e  o f  D r .  
K e n n e d y ,  b e l i e v i n g  that his old f r i e n d  w a s  a b le  b y  his  
s k i l l  t o  s a v e  both  his  a r m  and his  l i f e .

T h e  s u r g e o n s  have  b e e n  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  
t h e i r  t o o  g r e a t  r e a d i n e s s  to  p e r f o r m  an a m p u ta t io n ,  
w h en  with  p r o p e r  c a r e  the l i m b  c o u ld  b e  s a v e d ,  and 
the on ly  a n s w e r  is  that they  have  neither,  the  t i m e  n or  
a p p l i a n c e s  f o r  the p r o p e r  c a r e , and that the s u r e s t  w a y  
t o  s a v e  l i f e  is  t o  a m p u ta te .  S u r g e o n  K e n n e d y  i m m e d i ­
a t e ly  r e s p o n d e d  to  the c a l l  o f  h is  f r i e n d ,  but as  t o  the 
s u c c e s  s o f  the o p e r a t i o n ,  i f  p e r f o r m e d , I have  not  
h e a r d .
F I E L D  H O S P I T A L ,  B R A D F O R D  MANSION 

D e c .  19th, 1864
T h e  n u m b e r  in h o s p i ta l  is  b e in g  v e r y  m a t e r i a l l y  

r e d u c e d  e a c h  day  by  d i s c h a r g e s ,  and t r a n s f e r s  t o  the 
c i t y  h o s p i t a 1 s , and ye t  t h e r e  is  quite an a r m y  of 
s u r g e o n s ,  c h a p la in s ,  a s s i s t a n t s  and h a n g e r s  on l e f t .  
O u r  f i r s t  c a m p  in the su b u rb s  of  the c i t y  b e y o n d  the 
C h a r l o t t e  P i k e  has  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  b r o k e n  u p .  N oth ing  
r e m a i n s  o f  the ten't u n d er  the m i s t l e t o e  but the d e b r i s  
o f  a c h i m n e y  in the c a m p s i t e  s ty le  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e , but 
sh a p e less  in its  ru ins  . W e  a r e  beg inn ing  to  g r o w  w e a r y  
o f  h o s p i t a l  l i f e  and to  envy  the p a r t  of  the a r m y  n o w  on 
its h u r r i e d  c h a s e  a f te r  H o o d .  T h e r e  a r e  r u m o r s  that 
the  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e  is  u t t e r ly  b r o k e n  up and r u in e d ,



that they  a r e  not  r e t r e a t i n g  in a b o d y  as  b ea ten  a r m i e s  
do  s o m e t i m e s  r e t r e a t ,  but h ave  s c a t t e r e d  and m e l t e d  
a w a y  t i l l  t h e r e  is  s c a r c e l y  a c o r p o r a l  g u a rd  l e f t  a n y ­
w h e r e .  T h e r e  is  n o  l o n g e r  a H o o d ' s  a r m y  and n e v e r  
w i l l  be  a ga in .

F i e l d  H o s p i t a l .  D e c .  20th,  1864
W e  a r e  im p a t i e n t l y  w a it ing  an o r d e r  to  t r a n s f e r  

the pat ients  t o  the c i t y ,  c l o s e  up the  h o s p i t a l  and to  
p r o c e e d  o v e r  the c o u n t r y ,  f o l l o w i n g  in the f o o t s t e p s  
o f  the c o n q u e r o r s  o f  the  f u g a c i o u s  H o o d  t i l l  w e  o v e r ­
take  t h e m .  It d o e s  not  a p p e a r  r e a s o n a b l e  that the 16th 
C o r p s  should  r e t u r n  to  N a s h v i l l e  w h e r e  t h e r e  is  n o  
l o n g e r  n e e d  o f  a m i l i t a n t  b o d y  b e a r i n g  the p e c u l i a r  
s ta m p  of  the f o r c e  known and r e s p e c t e d  as " S m i t h ' s  
G u e r r i l l a s . "  T hat  we  m a y  be  o r d e r e d  b a c k  to  M e m p h i s  
is  sp o k e n  of  as a p r o b a b i l i t y . It i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e m o t e  
o n e .  T h e r e  is  n o  n e e d  o f  us  t h e r e .  It w as  the m i s s i o n  
o f  A .  J .  Sm ith  to  th r e a te n  T e n n e s s e e  and M is  s is  s ip p i ,  
t o  en g a g e  the a t t e n t i o n  o f  F o r r e s t  and p r e v e n t  his  
go ing  e a s t w a r d  to  j o in  f o r c e s  with  [ J o s e p h  J o h n s o n .  
F o r r e s t  thought  h is  h igh m  i s s i o n w a s  to  i n t e r c e p t  
Sm ith  and p r e v e n t  h i m  f r o m  jo in in g  f o r c e s  with S h e r ­
m a n .  N o w  that t h e s e  e m e r g e n c i e s  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t ,  
what  m o t i v e  f o r  S m ith  to  w a y la y  F o r r e s t ,  or  F o r r e s t  
to  i n t e r f e r e  with S m i t h ?  It is  the thought  that f o r  the 
t i m e ,  both  F o r r e s t  and Sm ith  a r e  p l a y e d  out.  N o ,  we 
sh a l l  not  g o  to  M e m p h i s  .

F i e l d  H o s p i t a l ,  D e c .  21, 1864 -  L a s t  D ay
T h e  la s t  d i s c h a r g e s  and t r a n s f e r s  have  b e e n  m a d e ,  

and the B r a d f o r d  m a n s i o n  c e a s e s  this  m o r n i n g  to  be  
a h o s p i t a l .  It is  a ga in  a p r i v a t e  d w e l l in g ,  though  as 
y e t  not in p o s s e s s i o n  o f  its  o w n e r s .  M r s .  B .  a s k e d  
the s u r g e o n  in c h a r g e  to  b e  g o o d  en ou g h  to  h a v e  the 
f l o o r s  c l e a n e d  o f  b l o o d s t a i n s  , and a l l  r u b b i s h  r e m o v e d ,  
and the b u i ld ing  put in g o o d  o r d e r ,  f u m i g a t e d  and
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s w e p t .  S o m e  of  h e r  s t o le n  h o u s e h o ld  g o o d s ,  that had 
b e e n  found h idden  about  the p r e m i s e s  we  had r e s t o r e d ;  
b u t n o t  a l l .  H e r  m o t h e r ' s  p i c t u r e  and the f a m i l y  B ib le  
had b e e n  g iv e n  b a c k .  It s e r v e d  a h a r d  and c r u e l  thing 
that she  should  have  b e e n  p lu n d e r e d  of  th ings  p r e c i o u s  
t o  h e r  and w o r t h l e s s  to  any one e l s e ,  but s u ch  a r e  the 
c a p r i c e s  o f  w a r f a r e  in an e n e m y ' s  lan d .  U pon  the 
w h o l e  she  s e e m e d  a k in d ly  w o m a n  and she  c h e e r f u l l y  
s u r r e n d e r e d  fo r  the u s e  o f  the w ou n ded  a l l  the p r o ­
v i s i o n s  and da in t ies  in the h o u s e  and it w as  l e f t  unto  
h e r  d e s o l a t e .

D e c  „ 22 .  1864
Y e s t e r d a y  the mud in N a s h v i l l e  w as  u n fa t h o m a b le  

or  at l e a s t  o f  u n c e r t a i n  and d a n g e r o u s  depth .  T o d a y  
the m e r c u r y  is  b e l o w  ^he3 f r e e z i n g  p o in t  and a thin 
s t r a t u m  o f  i c e  and f r o z e n  m ud has f o r m e d  on the s u r ­
f a c e  o f  the  s l o u g h .  A  l i t t le  c o l d e r  and w e  sh a l l  have  
a b r i d g e  to  b e a r  us  o v e r  the w o r s t  p l a c e s .  T h e  a p ­
p e a r a n c e  o f  N a s h v i l l e  is  not inv i t ing .  T h e  e y e  r e s t s  
u p o n  h e a p s  o f  r u b b i s , h ,  with  dead  a n im a ls  p r o m i s ­
c u o u s l y  s c a t t e r e d  about .

N a s h v i l l e ,  D e c .  2 3 ,  1864
Stil l  de ta ined  in N a s h v i l l e  by  r e d  t a p e ,  and the 

n e c e s s i t y  o f  gett ing an outfit  to  p r o v i s i o n  us  t i l l  we 
o v e r t a k e  our  r e g i m e n t .
N a s h v i l l e ,  D e c .  24 ,  1964

T h is  is  p o s i t i v e l y  our l a s t  day  in N a s h v i l l e ,  a s  the 
r e d  tape  has b e e n a t  l a s t  unt ied  and w e  s t a r t t o m o r r  ow 
on our  w ind ing  w ay in s e a r c h  of  the 7th M inn .  V o l .  
Inf .

F r a n k l i n ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  D e c .  25 ,  1964
F r o m  the date  a b o v e  this da y  should  be  C h r i s t m a s ,  

b u t t h e r e  is  n o  s ign o f  i t h e r e  in this w a r  w a s t e d  land.  
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Our Cavalry  Expedit ion of  Surgeons and Chaplains 
a c r o s s  the country  f r o m  Nashvi l le  to the vic inity  
o f  Elk Ridge

Log cabin w here  group stopped for  lunch



N o  b e l l s  r in g .  N o  j o y o u s  g a th e r in g s  of  young and old 
in h o n o r  o f  the d a y .  T h e  c o u n t r y  is  d e s o l a t e ,  and f r o m  
the a p p e a r a n c e  of the h o u s e s  and f i e l d s ,  l o o k s  as  i f  it 
m i g h t  n e v e r  {a g a in l  have  I h a p p in e s T j  .

W e  se t  out e a r l y  this  m o r n i n g ,  our c a v a l c a d e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  S u r g e o n s  {A lber t  A*T\ A m e s ,  M u r d o c k  
and ^ i l l i a m H j  L e o n a r d ,  Ad jutant  |Edward l i A c o u s e  
(a w o u n d e d  L ieutenant )  and Cha p la in  ^ a r o n f O K e r r ,  
and m y s e l f ,  (C h ap la in  H u m p h r e y  w as  to  h ave  a c c o m ­
p a n ied  u s ,  but is  d e la y e d  and w i l l  j o i n  us la te r  o n , )  and 
t w o  e n l i s t e d  m e n  with an a m b u l a n c e  w a g o n  to  c a r r y  
our f o r a g e ,  r a t i o n s ,  and l u g g a g e .  T h e s e  m e n  had 
o f f i c i a t e d  as n u r s e s  and c o o k s  in the h o s p i t a l ,  and s t i l l  
o f f i c i a t e d  f o r  us in the la tter  c a p a c i t y ,  and l o o k e d  a f te r  
the h o r s e s .  W e  r o d e  out of  the c i t y  on the F r a n k l i n  
P i k e ,  and c r o s s e d  o v e r  m i l e s  of  our  la te  b a t t l e g r o u n d .  
T h e  m a r k s  o f  the batt le  w e r e  s t i l l  f r e s h  a p p a r e n t l y  as 
on the day  of  the f ight .  T h e  t r e e s  w e r e  s e a r e d  and 
s p l i n t e r e d  with shot  and s h e l l ,  the s o i l  u p tu rn e d  and 
the h i l l  and f i e ld s  t r o d d e n  dow n .  T h e r e  w e r e  n e w  m a d e  
g r a v e s ,  c o n s p i c u o u s  f o r  the ir  (shallov£J width in e v e r y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  th e  dead  hav ing  b e e n  b u r i e d  w h e r e  th e y  
f e l l .  T h e  r o a d  to  F r a n k l in  w as  s t r e w n  with the d e b r i s  
of  w a g o n s ,  and the b o d ie s  o f  dead  a n i m a l s - h o r s e s  and 
m u l e s .  H e r e  and t h e r e  a r e  what  r e m a  i n  e d o f  the 
f e n c e s ,  ev en  t o r n  f r a g m e n t s  of  c lo th ing  both  of  b lue  
and g r a y .

A t  n o o n  we  t o o k  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  an e m p t y  d e s e r t e d  
c a b i n ,  m a d e  of  l o g s ,  in the c o m m o n  fa s h io n  o f  the 
c o u n t r y ,  the m a in  bui ld ing  conta in ing  tw o  g o o d  s i z e d  
r o o m s  with  an open  ha l l  b e t w e e n ,  and an att ic  a b o v e  
as show n  in the a c c o m p a n y i n g  s k e t c h .  A  k i t c h e n  or 
e l l  in the r e a r  o f  the c a b in  and c o n n e c t e d  with  it b y  a 
ha l l  c o m p l e t e d  the  s t r u c t u r e . T h e r e  w as  e v i d e n c e  that 
the a r m y ,  or a v e r y  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  it ,  had c a m p e d  h e r e  
the day  a f te r  the ba t t le ,  and the  w a l l s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  
with p e n c i l l e d  ( s i c )  i n s c r i p t i o n s  with n a m e s ,  c e r t i f y i n g  
to  the f a c t .
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We s o o n  had a r o a r i n g  f i r e  in one  o f  the s p a c i o u s  
f i r e p l a c e s  and our  c a m p  d in n er  w a s  a r o y a l  o n e .  T o ­
w a r d  e ven in g  w e  r e a c h e d  the v i l l a g e  o f  F r a n k l i n ,  the 
s c e n e  of  a f i e r c e  batt le  on the 30th o f  N o v e m b e r .  T h e  
v i l l a g e  s h o w e d  sad e v i d e n c e  o f  the s a n g u in a r y  s t r u g g l e .  
T h e  h o u s e s  w e r e  sh u t te r e d  and the t r e e s  s p l i n t e r e d  
and p a r te d  b y  ca n n o n  b a l l s  and m i n i e  b a l l s .  A  b r i d g e  
on our batt le  l i n e ,  p la in ly  show n  by  a l o w  e m b a n k m e n t  
h a s t i l y  th ro w n  u p ,  w a s  s t r i p p e d  o f  b a r k  by  the s t o r m  
of m i n i e  b a l l s  f i r e d  b y  H o o d ' s  s o l d i e r s  as  they  m a d e  
8 o r  9 u s e l e s s  c h a r g e s  a c r o s s  the f i e l d ,  l e a v in g  it 
h ea ped  with th e ir  d e a d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  b u r i e d  in the 
f i e ld  w h e r e  th ey  f e l l .  It is  sa id  that in the ir  c h a r g e s  
th ey  le f t  993 dea d  on the f i e l d .  W e  no ted  h e r e  the 
u s u a l  d e b r i s  o f  b a t t l e f i e l d s ,  b r o k e n  a r m s ,  f r a g m e n t s  
of  c l o th in g  and dead  h o r s e s ,  w h i c h  had not  y e t  b e e n  
a c c o r d e d  an h o n o r a b l e  b u r i a l .  It w a s  g r o w i n g  dark  
when w e  p a s s e d  the  fa ta l  f i e l d .  T h e  g ro u n d  w a s  l e v e l  
and m o s t l y  c l e a r  o f  t r e e s .  Such  as  r e m a i n e d  s t o o d  up 
s p e c t r a l  a g a in s t  the ev e n in g  s k y ,  the c r i m s o n  of  w h i c h  
w a s  fa s t  fad ing  into  the s o m b e r  t ints  o f  n ight  l ike  
t a t te r e d  s e n t in e l s  gu a rd in g  the b l o o d y  g r o u n d .

W e  halted  b e f o r e  a c o m f o r t a b l e  though p la in
dw el l ing^which  we  w e r e  t o l d ,w a s  the r e s i d e n c e  of 
G o v .  I s h a m  H a r r i s ,  and a s k e d  f o r  l e a v e  to  c a m p  on 
the g roun d  and to  o c c u p y  s o m e  o f  the v a c a n t  r o o m s  
f o r  a n ight .  T he  r e p l y  w a s  a c u r t  r e f u s a l  on the p a r t  
of the p r o p r i e t o r .  W e  d e c i d e d  that a m i l i t a r y  n e c e s ­
s i ty  w ou ld  j u s t i f y  us  in taking  f o r c i b l e  p o s s e s s i o n  of 
an e m p t y  bu i ld ing  in f r o n t  that ( s i c )  s e e m e d  to  ha ve  
b e e n u s e d  as an o f f i c e  or  sh op  o f  s o m e  k in d ,  and w i t h ­
out fu r th e r  c e r e m o n y  w e  t o o k  p o s s e s s i o n  and m a d e  
o u r s e l v e s  c o m f o r t a b l e .  T h e  r o o m  had a f ine  l a r g e  
f i r e p l a c e  and w e  h e lp e d  o u r s e l v e s  l i b e r a l l y  to  fu e l  
f r o m  the w o o d p i l e  n e a r .

W hen  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  found out that w e  had taken  
f o r c i b l e  p o s s e s s i o n ,  he  a s s u m e d  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t



a i r ,  c a l l e d  on us  and b e c a m e  quite  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  and 
c o r d i a l  e v e n ,  and gave  us m a n y  p a r t i c u l a r s  of  the 
bat t le  and in the end d e c l in e d  to  r e c e i v e  any  c o m p e n ­
s a t io n  f o r  the u s e  of  his  o f f i c e ,  r e m a r k i n g ,  as  an 
e x c u s e  f o r  h is  f i r s t  a brupt  r e f u s a l , that  a s e v e r e l y  
w o u n d e d  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  of H o o d ' s  a r m y  w a s  in his 
h o u s e  ( M a j o r  G e n .  ( w i l l i a m  A ndrewJ  Q u a r l e s ) . He 
had found out b e s i d e s  that we  w e r e  not  a band of  g u e r ­
r i l l a s ,  but on ly  a h a r m  1 e s s g rou p  of  s u r g e o n s  and 
c h a p l a i n s ,  and sa id  that he w as  glad to  en te r ta in  as 
w e l l  as  he c o u l d . His  g u e s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  s t i l l  in a 
c r i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  both a r m s  having  b e e n  s h a t t e r e d .  
O ur  s u r g e o n s  w e r e  invited  to  c a l l  upon  h i m .  The  
H a r r i s  h o u s e  had b e e n  u s e d a s  a h o s p i t a l  and w as  
s t i l l  r e d o 1 e n t with o d or  s of  the b a t t le .  W e  spen t  a 
r a t h e r  p le a s a n t  even ing  h e r e , and I obta ined  and c a r r i e d  
a w a y  f r o m  the b a t t l e f i e l d  as a r e l i c  a c e d a r  w o o d  
c a n t e e n  with the n a m e  of  F r a n k  C h e a th a m  c a r v e d  upon  
i t .  It w a s  t o o  d a r k  fo r  m e  to  m a k e  any s k e t c h e s .

T h e  W a r f i e l d  R e s i d e n c e ,  D e c .  26
D u r in g  the n ight ,  S u r g e o n  M u r d o c k  and C h a p la in  

K e r r  w e r e  taken  s i c k  and w e  w e r e  d e la y e d  in s tar t in g  
on this  a c c o u n t  this  m o r n i n g .  A  s t r a g g l in g  s o l d i e r ,  
b e s i d e s ,  c a m e  with the r u m o r  that a band of  g u e r r i l l a s  , 
had a p p e a r e d  in the n e ig h b o r h o o d  and that t h e r e  w e r e  
f u l l y a  h undred  of  th e s e  m e n  in b u c k r a m ,  and that they  
had a t ta c ked  a r a i l r o a d  t r a in .  He had not s e e n  t h e m  
but had h e a r d  ra p id  f i r i n g .  W e  he ld  the u s u a l  c o u n c i l  
o f  w a r ,  and having  d e c i d e d  that the f e l l o w  w a s  l y in g ,  
and our  in va l ids  d e c l a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w e l l  enou gh  to  
t r a v e l  we  se t  out 'on our p e r i l o u s  w a y ,  d e e m i n g  it 
l i k e l y  that w e  w ou ld  be as sa fe  one p l a c e  as at a n o th e r .  
Without  doubt  t h e r e  w e r e  s m a l l  bands of  s t r a g g l e r s  
f r o m H o o d ' s  s c a t t e r e d  a r m y  p r o w l i n g  a rou n d  b u t t h e s e  
w e r e  in n o  c o n d i t i o n  to  attack  us  and w e r e  d o u b t l e s s  
m o r e  a f r a id  of us than we  of  t h e m .
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A t  any ra te  t r e s p a s s i n g  f a r t h e r  ( s i c )  on the h o s ­
p i ta l i ty  of  our  n o w  h o s p i t a b le  e n t e r t a in e r  w as  out o f  the 
q u e s t io n ,  and w e  se t  out u n d er  c o v e r  of  a d e n s e  f o g .  
W e  c o n j e c t u r e d  that w e  w e r e  p a s s i n g  th rou g h  a r i c h  
c o u n t r y  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  n o t i c e d  a f ine  r e s i d e n c e  
l o o m i n g  up s o m e w h a t  g r a n d l y  in the f o g .  T h e r e  w e r e  
t r a c e s  of  the p a s s a g e  o f  a d e v a s ta t in g  a r m y  in the 
w r e c k a g e  o f  t r e e s  and f e n c e s ,  and w r e c k e d  w a g o n s  
p r o t r u d in g  f r o m  m ud  h o l e s  w h i c h  m a d e  the p a s s a g e  of 
our  o w n  supp ly  w a g o n  ( d i f f i c u l t }  . W e  sa w  a l s o  an 
o c c a s i o n a l  d i s c a r d e d  gun, and at r e g u l a r  in t e r v a l s  the 
in ev i ta b le  dead  m u l e .

W e f e l l  in with a " r e l i a b l e  c o n t r a b a n d "  w h o  c o n ­
f i r m e d  the s t o r y  of  the " o n e  h u n d r ed  v i l l a i n s  in b u c k ­
r a m , "  n o w  ly ing  in wait  s o m e w h e r e  or  a n o t h e r .  But  
an oth er  r e l i a b l e  c o l o r e d  m a n  sa id  t h a th e  " d i d n ' t  know  
nuffin about  i t "  and c o n t i n u e d ,  " I  s p e c k  dar a r e  no  
r e b s  a rou n d  h e r e . "  A t  11 a . m .  we  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  the 
v i l l a g e  of  S p r in g  H i l l ,  w h e r e  we  found a h o s p i t a l  fu ll  
o f  s i c k  and w o u n d e d  s o l d i e r s ,  m a n y  of  w h o m  w e r e  of 
our own a r m y ,  sent  b a c k  f r o m  the f r o n t  or  l e f t  h e r e  
in p a s s i n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  quite  as  m a n y  o f  H o o d ' s  a r m y  
h e r e  and the " B lu e  and the G r a y "  s e e m e d  not on ly  on 
speak in g ,  but on  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  t e r m s .  We r e c e i v e d  
f r o m  our  m e n  the l a te s t  a d v i c e  f r o m  the f r on t ,  and 
that the p r e v a l e n t  o p in ion  w a s  that the 16th A r m y  
C o r p s ,  w a s  d e s t in e d  to a m a r c h  o v e r l a n d  to the Gul f  
o f  M e x i c o ,  p o s s i b l y  to  N ew  O r le a n s  o r  M o b i l e .

We s to p p e d  f o r  o u r  n o o n d a y  lu n c h  at a s o m e w h a t  
p r e t e n t i o u s  but d e s e r t e d  h o u s e  in the s u b u r b s  of  the 
v i l l a g e  of  P o p l a r  G r o v e ,  our  t r a v e l i n g  f o r c e  ha v ing  
b e e n  s o m e w h a t  a u g m e n t e d  at S p r i n g H i l l  b y  a m i s c e l ­
l a n e o u s  f o r c e  o f  m e n  of  o th er  r e g i m e n t s ,  a m o n g s t  
w h o m  w a s  C h a p la in  H u m p h r e y  o f  the 12th Io w a .  It is  
a m o o t  po in t  w h e th e r  w e  o v e r t o o k  t h e m  at S p r in g  H i l l  
o r  th e y  caught  up with u s .  W e  b u i l t  r o a r i n g  f i r e s  in 
the d e s e r t e d  m a n s i o n  and sat  dow n  (we  do  not  a lw a y s  
have  sea t in g  f a c i l i t i e s )  t o  a d in n er  o f  b r e a d ,  f r e s h
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b e e f ,  o n i o n s ,  d r i e d  a p p l e s ,  h a rd  t a c k ,  and c o f f e e .  A  
s k e t c h  of  our dining ha l l  w i l l  be  found f a c in g  p a g e  32.

T h r e e  l i t t le  b o y s  c a m e  to  the h o u s e  and p r o c e e d e d  
t o  i m p a r t  su ch  i n f o r m a t i o n  as th ey  p o s s e s s e d .  T h o u g h  
w hite  c h i l d r e n  they  sp o k e  with  a b r o a d  n e g r o  a c c e n t .  
P o in t in g  to  a s h a t te re d  t r e e  the s p o k e s b o y  of  the p a r t y  
s a id ,  " T h e  r e b e l s  t h r e w  dat s h e l l ,  and hit dat y a r  
t r e e . "  T h e  s c e n e  about  the h o u s e  w as  u n i n t e r e s t i n g .  
T h e r e  w e r e  n o  f e n c e s ,  the t r e e s  w e r e  l e a f l e s s  and 
r a g g e d  and the m ud  w as  d e e p .

T o w a r d  ev e n in g  w e  r e a c h e d  C o l u m b i a ,  and c r o s s e d
(the\ D u ck  R i v e r  on a p ontoon  b r i d g e .  T h i s  is  ( a t t h e  

p r e s e n t )  a d eep  and ra p id  s t r e a m  with h igh  b a n k s ,  and 
w e  had s o m e  d i f f i c u l ty  in c r o s s i n g .  C o l u m b i a  is an 
old  tow n  and with  a r a t h e r  d i lap ida ted  a p p e a r a n c e .  
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  o r n a m e n t a l  t r e e s  shading  the s t r e e t s  . 
T h e  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s  b e in g  the h o l l y  and m i m o s a .

A s  it w as  gett ing n e a r  even ing  we  b e g a n  t o  l o o k  
out f o r  a c a m p i n g  p l a c e .  A l l  the d w e l l in g s  in the  town 
s e e m e d  to  b e  inha bi ted ,  and w e  p r o c e e d e d  s o m e  d i s ­
ta n c e  into the c o u n t r y  hop ing  to  f ind a d e s e r t e d  m a n ­
s i o n  l ike  the one  in w h ic h  we  had d in ed ,  but f inding  
non e  d r e w  up in f r o n t  of  a pa la t ia l  b r i c k  h o m e ,  the 
w in d o w s  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  a l r e a d y  l i g h te d ,  and a p p l i e d  
f o r  s h e l t e r .  T h e  t e n a n t  p r o v  e d to b e  the w i f e  o f  
a C o n f e d e r a t e  M a j o r  W a r f i e l d ,  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  s o m e ­
w h e r e  in H o o d ' s  s c a t t e r e d  a r m y .  She r e c e i v e d  us 
m o s t  g r a c i o u s l y  not  on ly  g iv ing  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  us to  
r e m a i n ,  but c o r d i a l l y  inv it ing u s ,  a s s u r i n g  us  that 
our  p r e s e n c e  w ou ld  be  a p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  the s t r a g g l e r s  
and r o b b e r s  that w e r e  p r o w l i n g  in bands  o v e r  the 
c o u n t r y .  W e  a c c e p t e d  h e r  h o s p i ta l i t y  as c h e e r f u l l y  
as it w a s  o f f e r e d ,  p o s t e d  a g u a rd  on the ou ts id e  and 
t o o k  our  stat ion  within  w h e r e ,  f o r  the f i r s t  t i m e  in 
our c a m p a i g n i n g ^  we w e r e  t r e a t e d  to  the  c o m p l e t e  
l u x u r i e s  o f  c i v i l i z e d  en te r ta in m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  as owing 
t o  the h a rd  c o n d i t i o n s  of  the w a r ,  the l a r d e r  o f  our

14



R e s id e n c e  o f  M ajor  Warf ie ld ,  C. S. A.
H eadquarters  of  G eneral  Hood, C . S .  A . ,  N ovem ber ,  1864 
H eadquarters  o f  G eneral  A. J. Smith, D e c e m b e r  24, 1864 
H eadquarters  of  our squad, D e c e m b e r  26 & 27, 1864



h o s t e s s  w as  i n c o m p l e t e ,  we  c o n t r ib u t e d  l i b e r a l l y  of 
our ow n ,  and spent  a de l ight fu l  e ven in g  in c o n v e r s a ­
t ion  .

C a m p  n e a r  P u l a s k i ,  D e c .  27th
F a c i n g  p a ge  41 is  a h a s ty  sk e tch  of  the W a r f i e l d  

M a n s i o n .  It has  b e e n  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  f r o m  the fa te 
that has  b e e n  m e a s u r e d  out to  s o  m a n y  Southern  h o m e s , 
p r o b a b l y  f r o m  the fa c t  that f r o m  its c o m m o d i o u s n e s s  
it has  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  s e l e c t e d  as a h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  
both  a r m i e s .  T h u s ,  H o o d  in his  a d v a n c e  on N a s h v i l l e ,  
and r e t r e a t ,  as w e l l ,  m a d e  it his  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and 
on the 24th G e n .  A .  J .  Sm ith  p i l l o w e d  h is  w e a r y  head  
in the b e s t  b e d r o o m .  L a s t l y  c a m e  our  squad  of  
s u r g e o n s  and c h a p la in s .  T h e  bui ld ing  w as  thus p r o ­
t e c t e d  f r o m  p i l l a g e r s  and f r o m  the t o r c h .  It has  b een  
u s e d  a l s o  in a s m a l l  w ay  as a h o s p i t a l .  W e  found h e r e  
a b a d ly  w ou n d ed  C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r .  H e  w a s  quite 
f r i e n d l y  and c o m m u n i c a t i v e ,  and c r i t i c i z e d  his la te  
c o m m a n d e r  H o o d  m o s t  u n s p a r i n g l y ,  p r o n o u n c i n g  h i m  
a b u t c h e r  f o r  d r iv in g  his  m e n  into  the s h a m b l e s  at 
F r a n k l i n ,  w h e r e  they  w e r e  s la u g h t e r e d  l ik e  s o  m a n y  
d u m b  a n i m a l s .  He  b e l i e v e d  fo r  h i m s e l f  that the t i m e  
f o r  f ight ing  w as  o v e r .  It c e r t a i n l y  w as  f o r  h i m ,  he  
m u s i n g l y  r e m a r k e d ,  s in c e  he  had but one  l e g  l e f t  and 
c o u l d  n e i t h e r  f ight  n o r  run a w a y .  He w a s  a L i e u t e n a n t .  
T h e r e  w a s  a s i c k  and b a d ly  d i s a b l e d  C o n f e d e r a t e  
s o l d i e r  in one  o f  the outer  b u i ld in g s ,  that had b e e n  
u s e d  as n e g r o  q u a r t e r s ,  ( s i c )  w h o s e  f e e t  w e r e  b a d ly  
f r o z e n .  He  to ld  m e  that m a n y  o f  H o o d ' s  s o l d i e r s  
w e r e  a b s o l u t e l y  b a r e f o o t e d ,  and that,  t o o ,  at a t i m e  
w h en  the  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  a v e r y  u n u  s u a 1 thing in the 
South, m a r k e d  as l o w  as 10 a b o v e  O .  (I do  n o t  r e c a l l  
any s u ch  f r o s t y  w e a th e r  as that,  but ca n  t e s t i f y  that 
w h i l e  w e  w e r e  at N a s h v i l l e  it w as  f r e q u e n t l y  s e v e r a l  
d e g r e e s  b e l o w  f r e e z in g . )

W e l e f t  the W a r f i e l d h o m e  quite  e a r l y  this m o r n i n g
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with  f r i e n d ly  a d ie u s  to  the la d y  h o s t e s s  and kind w o r d s  
to  the w ounded  s o l d i e r s .

W e  p a s s e d  t o d a y  th ro u g h  a h i l l y  r e g i o n .  T h e  r o a d ,  
as b e f o r e ,  w a s  s t r e w n  with  b r o k e n  v e h i c l e s  and o ther  
e v i d e n c e  of  a r o u t .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  b a r r i c a d e s  and 
r i f l e  pi ts  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  it w a s  s a id ,  by  F o r r e s t  t o  i m ­
p ed e  the p r o g r e s s  o f  our  c a v a l r y .

We p a s s e d  a s k i r m i s h  o r  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  w h e r e  a few  
C o n f e d e r a t e s  had m a d e  or  a t t e m p te d  to  m a k e  a stand.  
T h is  w as  n e a r  E lk  R i d g e .  T h e  r o a d  wound up th rough  
a v a l l e y  b o r d e r  ed with  r a t h e r  s t e e p  h i l l s  on e a ch  s id e .  
S e v e r a l  dead  h o r s e s  l a y  on the f i e ld  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  the 
t r e e s  w e r e  s c a r  r e d  by  shot  and a h o s p i t a l  f lag  f lutter  ed 
f r o m  a c a b i n  n e a r  b y .  W e  d i n e d  on this  f i e ld  and 
n ear  the f a r m  h o u s e  of  M r .  W a l d r u p .  T h i s  h o u s e  w as  
bui lt  o f  f r a m e .  It w ou ld  have  b e e n  c a l l e d  in the N o r t h ,  
a b a l l o o n  f r a m e . .  A n  e l l  w a s  a t ta c h e d ,  the b o a r d s  on 
w h ich  w e r e  b a t t e r e d  or  put on p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y .  B a ck  
o f  this w as  a l o g  s m o k e h o u s e .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  t r e e s  
or sh ru b s  in the d o o r y a r d ,  the on ly  o r n a m e n t s  of  
w h ich  w e r e  a g r i n d s t o n e  and a l a r g e  ta b le  p r o b a b l y  
u s e d  fo r  d r y in g  a p p l e s .  T o  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  th e s e  o u t ­
w a r d  e v i d e n c e s  o f  p o v e r t y  the W a ld r u p s  w e r e  th o r  - 
oughly  l o y a l ,  and that t o o  in a c o u n t r y  w h e r e  it m e a n s  
s o m e t h in g  to  s u p p o r t  the f lag  o f  the U n ion .  T h e  p o o r e r  
p e o p le  in the m o u n t a i n s  have  n e v e r  owned s l a v e s .  
H e n c e ,  r e c  o g n i z i n g s l a v e r y  as  one  c a u s e  of  the ir  
p o v e r t y ,  they  had l i t t le  s y m p a t h y  w ith  a w a r  w a g e d  to  
p e r p e tu a te  that s y s t e m .

W e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  this  f a m i l y  that H o o d  a d v a n c in g  
on N a s h v i l l e  had 108 guns and that he c a r r i e d  b a c k  
with  h i m  in h is  r e t r e a t  26 .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  he w a s  
o b l ig e d  to  l e a v e  b y  the w a y s i d e .  A  f e w  o f  t h e m  had 
b e e n  b u r i e d ,  and the g rou n d  h e a p e d  up a b o v e  t h e m  in 
the f a s h i o n  o f  a g r a v e ,  and h e a d - b o a r d s .  P a r t  of  
t h e s e  h a ve  b e e n  e x h u m e d ,  and f o u r  f i s h e d  up f r o m  the 
depths  of  [ th e ]  D u ck  R i v e r .
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In the a f t e r n o o n  w e  o v e r t o o k  our D i v i s i o n ,  and 
s e p a r a t e d ,  e a c h  r e p o r t in g  to  his own r e g i m e n t a l  h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s  and I th en ce  to  m y  m e s s  tent ,  and t h e r e  m e t  
the m e m b e r s  of  the m e s s ,  M a j o r  \ w i l l ia m  HT^ B u r t ,  
^ T h e o d o r e  C a r t e r  and L  i e u t e n a n t  ( H e n r y  F }
F o l s o m ,  a f t e r  an a b s e n c e  of  12 days  but c r o w d e d  with 
e ven ts  that s e e m e d  m o m e n t o u s  enough  to  f i l l  the r e c o r d  
o f  as  m a n y  w e e k s .  W e  o v e r t o o k  the c o m m a n d  in the 
a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  go ing  into  c a m p ,  w h ich  w e  e n t e r e d  
l a t e .  It w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e l l  c h o s e n ,  and our  r e g i m e n t  
had a c h o i c e  l o c a t i o n  on the s l o p e  of  a h i l l .  It had a 
s in g le  a dvan tage  o v e r  an e n c a m p m e n t  on l e v e l  g ro u n d  
in p o in t  o f  d r a i n a g e .  T h e  night w as  v e r y  d a r k  and 
f o g g y -

D e c .  28th .  1864
F o r  s o m e  u n e x p la in e d  c a u s e  the D i v i s i o n  w a s  not 

m o v e d  f o r w a r d  t o d a y ,  and w e  have  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a 
l e i s u r e  d a y  to  be  g iv e n  up to  r e s t  and s o c i a l  c o n c e r n s  
on the  g r e a t  e v e n ts  o f  the p as t  two  w e e k s .  We d i s c u s s e d  
a ls  o s e n s a t i o n a l  r u m o r  s of  the next  m o v e m e n t ,  of 
w h i c h  w e  k n ow  a b s o l u t e l y  noth ing .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  the 
s t r a t e g y  of  the la te  b a t t l e s ,  and e x p la in e d  w h e r e i n  our 
g a l lan t  c o m m a n d e r s  b l u n d e r e d .  E x p e c i a l l y  a n im a t e d  
i s  the  d i s c u s s i o n  as  to  w h eth er  the e c h e l o n  c h a r g e  of 
the 2nd d a y ,  a f t e r n o o n  at 4 o ' c l o c k j w a s  o r d e r e d  by  
G e n s ,  \ 5 e o r g 0  T h o m a s  or  [a . J ^  S m i t h ,  o r  the 
D i v i s i o n  c o m m a n d e r  on the r i g h t ,  or  w h e th e r  it  w a s  
s p o n ta n e o u s  and without  a u th o r i ty .  S o m e  a r e  d i s c u s  s ing  
the c l a i m  of  the 12th Iowa m a d e  in a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  
t h e i r  c h a p la in ,  f o r  h o n o r s  due c h i e f l y  to  the 7th and to  
b e  d i s t r ib u t e d  a l l  a long  the l in e .  V a r i o u s  n e w s p a p e r  
a c c o u n t s  of  the batt le  a r e  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i s e d ,  e s p e ­
c i a l l y  th o s e  in the C in c in n a t i  p a p e r s .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n ­
dents f o r  th e s e  p a p e r s  a r e  s e v e r e l y  d e n o u n  c e d f o r  
g l o r i f y i n g  G en .  John S c h o f i e ld  at the e x p e n s e  of  o ther  
c o m m a n d e r s ,  and c l a i m in g  h on or  s f o r  the 2 3r d  C o r p s
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due to  the 16th. W e  have  the r e p o r t  of  G e n .  T h o m a s  
g iv in g  the 16th C o r p s  the c r e d i t  o f  c a r r y i n g  the sa l ien t  
po int  of  H o o d ' s  l ine  of  d e f e n s e .  G e n .  T h o m a s  1 s r e p o r t ,  
w h i l e  thus g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d ,  is  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  g iv ing  
t o o  m u c h  c r e d i t  to  M c M i l l a n ' s  B r i g a d e  (the 1st) when 
w e  of  the 3rd  think the s e c o n d  as w o r t h y  o f  an h o n o r a b l e  
a m e n t io n  and o u r s e l v e s  as not  a whit  be h in d .  I have  
w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  the B a t t l e  f o r  the St. P a u l  
p a p e r s ,  but t h e s e  a r e  not  u n d er  d i s c u s s i o n ,  as y e t .

T h is  has b e e n  t r u l y  a l a z y  d a y .  It is n ight  n ow  and 
w e  a r e  s t i l l  s i t t ing  round  our  c a m p  f i r e s  o b s e r v i n g  
" h o w  f i e ld s  w e r e  w o n ,  "  and d i s c u s  s ing  the next  g en era l  
o r d e r  not ye t  i s s u e d .  T h e  night  is c l e a r ,  c o l d ,  and 
s t a r r y .  T h e  h i l l s i d e s  a r e  b r ig h t  with a thousand c a m p  
f i r e s .  T h e  wind  r i s e s  and the f i r e s  f l a m e  send ing  
s h o w e r s  o f  s p a r k s  to  the t r e e  t o p s ,  and in a t e m p e s t  
th rou g h  the c a m p .  A g ig a n t i c  h o l l o w  b e e c h  t r e e  has 
b e e n  f i r e d .  A s p i r e  of  f l a m e  l e a p s  out f r o m  its v e r y  
s u m m i t  and f l o a t s  l ik e  a g l o r i o u s  ban n er  on the b la c k  
n ight .  T h e  trunk  o f  the t r e e  is  d a r k ,  but its b a r k  is 
thin,  and the h e a r t  of  f i r e  t h r o b s  n e a r e r  and n e a r e r  the 
s u r f a c e  . A t  length  the f l a m e s  b u r s t  f o r th  and the 
m a m m o t h  t r e e  g l o r i f i e d  f o r  a few  m o m e n t s  by  its 
d e s t r o y e r ,  w as  l ike  a f u r n a c e  f r o m  f o o t  to  c r o w n .  It 
is a g ra n d  s ight  - a m ou n ta in  to r  ch  s ig n a l l in g  v i c t o r y ,  
or  it is a t ru e  p i l l a r  of  f i r e  in the w i l d e r n e s s .

T h e  c a m p  is v o c a l  with shouts  n o  one  knows  w h e r e ­
f o r e .  S o m e th in g  has h a p p e n e d .  A n o n  a p e a l  l ike  the 
h e a v i e s t  c l a p  of  t h u n d e r .  S u r e l y  we  ha ve  h e a r d  that 
sound b e f o r e .  It is  the r e p o r t  o f  a b u r s t i n g  s h e l l .  
T h e r e  is  a m o m e n t a r y  p a n ic  . A  f e w  m e n  s ta r t  a m a z e d  
to  th e i r  f e e t ,  thinking that H o o d  and his  m i n i o n s  have  
op en ed  f i r e  on the c a m p .  A s  we  w a i t  to  h e a r  a r e p e t i ­
t ion  o f  the  f e a r f u l  s o u n d ,  a m e s s e n g e r  r i d e s  by  
s h o u t in g ,  " P e a c e  is  d e c l a r e d ' . "  It w as  a p r e m a t u r e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  but tu r n e d  the  c a m p  into  a b e d l a m .  T h e  
m o r e  p i ty  it is  a s tu p en d ou s  j o k e ,  p r o b a b l y  s u g g e s t e d
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by  the  b u r s t in g  o f  s o m e  o f  H o o d ' s  s h e l l s ,  l e f t  b y  h i m  
a lon g  the  w a y s i d e .  T h e s e  s h e l l s  had b e e n  p l a c e d  in a 
d e e p  r a v i n e  and a f i r e  m a d e  round and th e y  thus e x ­
p l o d e d  without  h a r m .

C a m p  C o n te n t ,  D e c .  29th,  1864
T o d a y  w e  m a r c h e d  12 m i l e s  th ro u g h  a b eaut i fu l  

c o u n t r y ,  though s o m e w h a t  d e s o 1 a t  e d b y  w a r . T h e  
h o m e s  of  the p e o p l e  a r e  n e i th e r  w e l l  bui lt  nor  t a s t e ­
fu l .  T h e y  a r e  g e n e r a 11 y  w o o d e n ,  c a b in  or f r a m e  
b u i ld in g s ,  in n ocen t  of pa int .  The  p e o p l e  a r e  p o o r  and 
l o y a l .  T h e  m e n  a r e  d r e s s e d  in c o a r s e  butternut  
c o l o r e d  j e a n s ,  and the w o m e n  in a kind of  h o m e m a d e  
c o t t o n  c l o t h ,  c o a r s e  of t e x tu re  and white .  I a m  s o r r y  
to  s a y  that s o m e  of  our b u m m e r s ,  I w i l l  not  c a l l  t h e m  
s o l d i e r s ,  r ob bed  the se  p o o r  p e o p le  of  the l i t t le  that the 
t a t t e r d e m a l i o n s  of  H ood  had le f t  t h e m .  W o m e n  and 
m e n  c a m e  in s id e  our l in es  and m a d e  c o m p l a i n t ,  and 
a s k e d  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  the ir  p r o p e r t y  ev en  w hen  t h e r e  
w as  nothing  to  p r o t e c t .  The  G e n e r a l  i s s u e d  an o r d e r  
a g a in s t  p i l l a g in g ,  w h ich  was  about  as e f f e c t i v e  as St. 
A n t h o n y ' s  s e r m o n  to  the f i s h e r s ,  a f te r  w h i c h  " th e  
e e l s  w en t  on with the ir  sinning - the p ik e s  with  t h e i r  
s t r i k i n g . "

W e  pas  sed  thr ough P u l a s k i ,  a d i lap ida ted  old  t o w n , 
w a r  w o r n  as w e l l  as  t im e  w o r n ,  and of  s o m e  i n t e r e s t  
to  us as the s c e n e  of  a s p i r i t e d  f ight  b e t w e e n  s o m e  of  
the f o r  c e s  o f  H o o d  and our a d v a n c e  c o r p s  . T h is  p r o v e s  
that H o o d ' s  a r m y  did not e n t i r e ly  m e l t  a w ay  a f t e r  the 
r o u t  at N a s h v i l l e ,  but had kept  up a p a r t ia l  s e m b l a n c e  
of  m i l i t a r y  o r d e r ,  t h o u g h  f e a r f u l l y  w e a k e n e d .  T h e  
g rou n d  was  s t i l l  str'ewn with the w r e c k a g e  of  the bat t le ,  
and the u su a l  p e r c e n t a g e  of dead h o r s e s  and b r o k e n  
w a g o n s .  An  a t tem p t  had b een  m a d e  t o  burn  the b r i d g e ,  
w h ich  had a l m o s t  s u c c e e d e d .  W e  d e la y e d  h e r e  a sh o r t  
t i m e  and I m a d e  a hur r i e d  run thr ough the old c e m e t e r y .  
T he  t o m b s t o n e s  w e r e  m o s s  g r o w n  and l i c h e n  c o v e r  e d , 
20



and I found (one] bear ing  the date of  1817. T h ere  w e re  
so m e  u n c o m m o n ly  quaint inscr ip t ions  which I had not 
t im e to c op y .

Leav ing  P u lask i  we c r o s s e d  a deep unfordable  
s t r e a m  on a c o v e r e d  b r id g e ,  the sam e  which the r e ­
treating rebs  had tr ied  to  burn.  A f te r  c r o s s i n g ,  we 
le ft  the t rave led  pike to the le ft  and fo l low ed  a c o m m o n  
country  road .  We cam p ed  at night in a beautiful v a l l e y . 
Its pr inc ipa l  features  w e r e  a winding s t r e a m ,  c l e a r ,  
and rippling over  a shaly bed and shaded by c lum ps  of 
w i l lows  and along which a few white trunked s y c a m o r e s  
stood as sentry .  The hi l ls ides  s lope  gently ,  and there  
is a dry  ve lve ty  sward  on which to pitch  our tents.  Our 
tent f l o o r  is y ie ld ing to  the touch and odorous  with 
pennyroya l .  A  p r in ce  could  not wish a couch  m o r e  
m agn i f i cent .

D e c .  30. 1864
We left  our p leasant  cam p  this m orn ing  with much  

r e g r e t ,  and m a r c h e d  about 12 m i l e s  over  a p ic turesque  
country ,  m a r r e d  as all  parts  of  the State are  with the 
desolating touches  of  C iv i l  W a r .  We p a s se d  many d e ­
serted  h o m e  s t e a d s  andas usual ev e r y w h e r e  l ove ly  
m onumental  ch im neys  rep resen t in g  cottage  or h o m e s ,  
once the cen ters  of happy households  now s ca t tered .  
One town, L a w r e n c e b u r g , the county seat  o f L a w r e n c e  
County,  we found in p i c tu re sq u e  ruin. A l l  the b r i ck  
buildings surrounding the old fash ioned  c o u r t h o u s e  had 
been burned,  only the b r i c k s  and c rum bl ing  wal ls  r e ­
m ain ing .  Strangely enough the c o u r t  house  had been 
s pa red .  In f ront  of  this building was a tall  and s lender  
shaft of  p r i s t in e ,  on the apex of a p y r a m id a l  b a s e ,  or 
ped im ent .  This  monum ent  c o m m e m o r a t e d  the h e r o e s  of  
the M ex ican  War,  their  nam es  being in s c r ib e d  upon its 
s id e s .  The in sc r ip t ion  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e m  as " H e r  oes  
who gave t h e i r  l ives  to extend the boundaries  of  our 
e m p ir e  to  the P a c i f i c  O c e a n . "
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The m onum ent  is about 60 feet  high and in a good 
state of p r e s e r v a t i o n .  T h e re  w e r e  s o m e  f r a m e  houses  
that the f lam es  had s pa red ,  p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  they w e re  
too  dilapidated and w o rth le ss  to  be counted worthy of 
the to r ch .

A  m i le  beyond L a w r e n c e b u r g  we fo rded  a beautiful 
s t ream k n ow n  as Shoal C r e e k .  The w aters  w e re  c l e a r  
and s p a rk l in g , the s h o re s  on one side  w e r e  s loping and 
c o v e r e d  with a stunted growth of t r e e s  or shrubs ,  and 
on the other ran p re c ip i to u s  r o c k y  b lu f fs ,  an e s c a r p ­
ment  so  smooth  and regu lar  that it might  have been 
taken for  an a r t i f i c ia l  w al l .  It was 40 or 50 feet  in 
height,  and c ro w n e d  with a s lope  gently rounded and 
crow ned  with pines and thatched with lau re l .  On this 
s t r e a m  I counted 5 cotton m i l l s  which  had apparently  
been c l o s e d  for  s o m e  t im e ,  but w e re  sti l l  in running 
o r d e r . At least  one was . A m i s c h i e v o u s  so ld ier  
opened a f lood  gate above the wheel  and soon the m a ­
ch inery  within was in full  m ot ion  but c r e a k i n g , rattl ing, 
and banging m o s t  d is co rd a n t ly .

Near one of these  m i l l s  was a l a n d s c a p e  ( see  
opposite  page)  that s truck  m e  as w orth  ske tch in g . The 
fo reg round  had a few gnarled  s y c a m o r e s  and a c r o s s  the 
s t r e a m  hung a w ire  suspens ion  b r id g e ,  ( for  foot  p a s s ­
engers  only).  Beyond a r e t h e  hil ls  andthe f o r e s t .  The 
s t r e a m  is h e re  about 40 feet  w ide .  I c r o s s e d  at this 
point,  and having not iced  a v iv id  e v e r g r e e n  shrub 
growing in abundance on the h i l l s id e ,  I a s k e d  an a t iv e ,  
a g i r l  of 14 with a great  wreath  of f r o w z y  ha ir ,  what 
this shrub might be ,  and the m aiden  fa ir  m ade  a n s w e r : 
"W hy ,  that 's r o - l a  rank p izen .  It k i l ls  all  the c r i t t e r s  
that eats it.  T h a t ' s  the p izen  i v o r y . "  I thanked the 
gentle g i r l  for  her  in form ation  and r o d e  on som ew hat  
s c e p t i c a l  as to her  botanica l  definition.

Stil l  farther  on on the sam e  s t r e a m  was a v i l lage  
of cabins  c lu s te r e d  round a m i l l ,  these  cabins  stil l  
o c c u p i e d ,  at l e a s t  by the w o m e n ,  the m  en being 
absent -  perhaps in hiding. T h e se  w om en  with their
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ch i ld re n  w e re  p o o r ly  c lad ,  and s e em ed  quite ignorant 
and spoke th e patois  of the poor  er c las  s of whites , with 
a s trong touch of the A fr i c a n  dia lect .

T h ey  s eem ed  to knownothing about the war and its 
c a u s e s .  They  a d d re ss e d  us as "y o u 'u n s "  and ca l led  
t h e m s e lv e s  " w e ' u n s . "  " W e ' u n s , 11 said t h e y  to  u s ,  
"have  never  done no h a r m  to you 'uns .  What a re  y o u ' ­
uns cornin'  down hyar f e r ? "  The n e g ro e s  w e r e  far  
better  posted  as to  the war and its causes  than they.  
I a m  s o r r y  to say our bu m m e rs  did not spare  their  
s im p l i c i t y .  I am ashamed to n a r r a t iv e , ( s i c )  but I w rite  
what I saw m y s e l f .  The starting of the m i l l s  was a 
s m a l l  bit of d ev i l t ry  co m p a re d  with plundering these 
p oor  peop le  of  their scanty stores  of m ilk ,  butter ,  and 
potatoes  and s o m e t im e s  of their bedding and a lm o s t  
good for  nothing household  u tens i ls .  The w om en  had 
no concep t ion  of the d isproport ionate  f o r c e  of  t h e m ­
se lv e s  and their  p lunderers  and frequently  fought for  
their rights  with tooth and nai l ,  and bludgeon which 
the b u m m e r s  c o n s id e r e d  a r a r e  jok e .  I not iced  one 
so ld ie r  who had a u d a c i o u s l y  stolen a long handled 
drinking gourd pursued with a shovel with w hich  she 
banged h im  over  the head,  while she shouted " I ' l l  be 
ru m sm u d g eon ed  if you shall have that ar g o u r d . "  I a m  
glad to put on r e c o r d  that in this contest  it was not the 
w om an who was " r u m s m u d g e o n e d . "  The ch i ldren  of 
the vi l lage,  a num erous  white haired  progeny ,  did not 
s e e m t o  be d isturbed at the s cen es  of v i o le n ce  and the 
p lundering of the cab ins .  Perhaps  they did not u n d e r ­
stand it.  It was a depth of human b a se n e ss  they had 
ne v e r  b e f o r e  encountered  and ,̂ t h e r e f o r e , they could  
not c om prehen d  it ‘ enough to be troubled  by it. They 
ran into our l ines as we w ere  m arch ing  through with 
the innocent a s su ra n ce  and trusting faith of chi ldhood 
and im portuned men and o f f i c e r s  for  buttons. I made 
a sketch of this v i l l a g e  as the wagon train p assed  
through,  or labored  rather to  make its way through mud 
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and m i r e ,  \and} the s o l d i e r s ,  or  r a t h e r  the d i s o r d e r l y  
ones  known and d e s p i s e d  as  g o b b l e r s  and b u m m e r  s .  In 
the f o r e g r o u n d  s o m e  of  t h e s e  b u m m e r s  a r e  t r y in g  to  
d r i v e  aw ay  a c o w .  T h e  o w n e r  of  the  a n i m a l  is  wag ing  a 
batt le  with the r o b b e r s  s in g l e  handed  to  s a v e  the s tay  
of the  h o u s e h o ld  f r o m  c a p t u r e .  T h e  c o w  h e r  s e l f  s e e m s  
to  v i o l e n t l y  p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  f o l l o w i n g  the f l a g ,  and turns  

h i ther  and th i ther  to  f ind a w a y  of e s c a p e ,  and she is 
w i s e .

I have  sa id  b e f o r e  that t h e r e  is  a p o s i t i v e  o r d e r  
a g a i n s t t h i s  p l u n d e r i n g ,  but o f f i c e r s  f ind it i m p o s s i b l e  
to  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  m e n  n o t u n d e r  t h e i r  c o m m a n d .  
Our  M in n e s o t a  m e n  as  a r u l e  a r e  not  g iven  to  this  kind 
of  l a w l e s s n e s s .  S o m e  have  a t t e m p te d  it on ly  to  be  
p r o m p t l y  a r r e s t e d  and p u n i s h e d .  A s e r g e a n t  of the 7th 
w h o  had taken  a b lan k et  w as  a r r e s t e d ,  r e p r i m a n d e d  
and s t r ip p e d  of  h is c h e v r o n s  by  C o l .  ^ i l l i a m  r T~| 
M a r s h a l l  and w a s  s o  r e d u c e d  to  the  r a n k s .

W e  a d v a n c e d  a f e w  m i l e s  f a r t h e r  b e f o r e  go ing  i n ­
to  c a m p  but w ithout  s ta r t l in g  in c id e n t .  W e  have  a 
p o o r  c a m p i n g  p l a c e  ton igh t .  T he  g ro u n d  is  m a r s h y  and 
t h e r e  a r e  no  g o o d  d r y  r o a d s .

D e c .  31st.  1864
W e  had a bad night  of  it .  T h e r e  w e r e  p o r te n ts  of  

s t o r m  in the h e a v e n s ,  m e n  and o f f i c e r s  g r u m b l e d  and 
ta lked  in th e ir  s l e e p  and to  c r o w n  it a l l  the night  w as  
m a d e  h i d e o u s b y  the i n c  e s s a n t  b r a y i n g  of  C o .  D ' s  
m u l e s .  T h e  w e a t h e r  is  m o r e  d i s a g r e e a b l e  t o d a y  and 
the m ud  d e e p e r  than h e r e t o f o r e .  T o  c r o w n  it a l l  we  
d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  w e  a r e  g o i n g ,  s o m e w h e r e  in a w e s t ­
e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a c r o s s  c o u n t r y ,  o v e r  the w o r s t  r o a d s  
p o s s i b l e .  H e n c e , th is p e s s i m i s t i c  v e i n . T h e  m e n  
g r o w n  w e a r y  of  m a r c h i n g  thr ough m u d  and s lu s h ,  have  
d r a f t e d  into  the s e r v i c e  e v e r y  h o r s e ,  m u l e ,  and a s s  in 
the c o u n t r y .  On t h e m  th ey  heap  t h e i r  k n a p s a c k s  and 
b la n k e t s ,  and hang th e ir  m u s k e t s  and in m a n y  c a s e s
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r i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e r e o n ,  and t o o  of ten with a s u b l im e  
d i s r e g a r d  of the s trength  and a b i l i t y  of  the s t e e d .  I 
h a v e  s e e n  as m a n y  as t h r e e  s ta lw a rt  m e n  m o u n t e d  on 
one s o r r y ,  r a w b o n e d  h o r s e .  N o t i c e d  a l s o  an a m u s in g  
s c e n e  that aw a k en ed  s o m e  h i la r i t y  a long  the l in e .  A  
b u m m e r  had d r a f t e d  into  the s e r v i c e  a d o n k e y  that 
w o u ld n ' t  g o .  In v a in ,  a l l  k i c k s  and b l o w s  with  whip  
b ig  as a c l u b ,  in va in  the k i c k s  and b l o w s  of  f r i e n d s  on 
f o o t ,  the d o n k e y  s tood  his  g roun d  l ike  a h e r o .  In w h i c h  
c a s e  the s y m p a t h y  of  the o r d e r l y  and w e l l  d i s p o s e d  m e n  
w h o  o b e y e d  the r e g u la t i o n s  of  the s e r v i c e ,  m a r c h i n g  on 
f o o t  and c a r r y i n g  the ir  own guns and k n a p s a c k s ,  w as  
a r o u s e d  and they  gave  loud  and v o c i f e r o u s  c h e e r s  f o r  
the d o n k e y .

O ur  c a m p  tonight  is in a c o r n f i e l d  and n e w l y  c l e a r e d  
p a t c h  of  land in the c o r n e r  of  w h ich  stands a m i s e r a b l e  
c a b i n .  T h e  winds  a r e  b le a k ,  the snow  is d r i f t in g  in our  
f a c e s .  O ur  f i r e s  do  not burn  r e a d i l y .  W e  a r e  b idd ing  
a d ieu  to  the old  y e a r  u n d er  the m o s t  i n c o n s p i c i o u s  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h e  old y e a r  c o u ld  not  w e l l  a v o id  dying 
on su ch  a night as th i s .

26



ANDREW JACKSON’S ACTIVITIES 
IN THE TENNESSEE VALLEY

B y  H e n r y  M a r k s

A l m o s t  e v e r y  one  o f  us has l e a r n e d  about  one  o f  the 
m o s t  i l l u s t r i o u s  p a t r i o t s  in ou r  h i s t o r y ,  the m a n  who  
w a s  b o r n  in W a x - h a w ,  South C a r o l i n a ,  and who b e c a m e  
the se v e n th  p r e s i d e n t  o f  the United States .  He i s  a 
p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  how one  ca n  o v e r c o m e  o b s t a c l e s  
o f  p o v e r t y ,  s i c k n e s s ,  and death  in the United States to 
r i s e  to  a p o s i t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  c o n s e q u e n c e  and e v e n  
to attain the o f f i c e  o f  the p r e s i d e n c y .

M o s t  A m e r i c a n s  do  not know,  h o w e v e r ,  that A n ­
d r e w  J a c k s o n  w as  a p r o m i n e n t  f i g u r e  in the e a r l y  
h i s t o r y  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  r e g i o n  o f  A la b a m a ,  
a l m o s t  as  s o o n  as  he b e c a m e  p r o m i n e n t  in his adopted  
state  o f  T e n n e s s e e .

A s  s o o n  a s  the F o r t  M i m s  m a s  s a c r e  b e c a m e  known 
in T e n n e s s e e  d u r in g  the la te  s u m m e r  and fa l l  o f  1813, 
J a c k s o n  b e c a m e  the c h i e f  a r c h i t e c t  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  
a g a in s t  the " r e d  s t i c k s "  f a c t i o n  o f  the C r e e k  Nation ,  
l ed  by  W i l l i a m  W e a t h e r f o r d .  O v e r  100 m e n ,  w o m e n ,  
and c h i l d r e n  had b e e n  b u t c h e r e d ,  and a l l  o f  A la b a m a ,  
in c lu d in g  e v e n  M o b i l e ,  w a s  r e g a r d e d  as  at the po int  o f  
b e in g  e x t e r m i n a t e d .  At the t i m e  o f  the in i t ia l  T e n ­
n e s s e e  r e a c t i o n  J a c k s o n  w a s  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  a l m o s t  
fa ta l  w ou n ds  s u f f e r e d  in a m e l e e  w i th  Jes  se  and T h o m a s  
H art  B en ton  in N a s h v i l l e  on S e p t e m b e r  4, 1813.  ̂ When 
G o v e r n o r  W i l l i e  B lount  o f  T e n n e s s e e  w a s  g iv e n  the
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a u th o r i ty  on S e p t e m b e r  25 to c a l l  3, 500 v o l u n t e e r s  
f r o m  the f i e ld ,  in add i t ion  to  the 1, 500 m e n  a l r e a d y  
e n r o l l e d  in the s e r v i c e  o f  the United States ,  J a c k s o n  
w a s  s t i l l  e x t r e m e l y  w o r n  and d e b i l i ta te d .  N e v e r t h e ­
l e s s ,  on  the t w e n t y - f i f t h  he o r g a n i z e d  his  f o r c e s  
into the f i e ld .  On the next  day he sent  his  f r i e n d  and 
p a r t n e r , C o l o n e l  John Co f fee , to  H untsv i l le  to r e s t o r e  c o n ­
f i d e n c e  to the f r o n t i e r ,  to en l i s t  v o l u n t e e r s  into  m i l i t a r yO
s e r v i c e  and to  obta in  s u p p l i e s .  C o f f e e  w r o t e  to 
J a c k s o n  t w i c e  on O c t o b e r  4, stating that " I  a m  j e r k i n g  
B e e f  and the c o n t r a c t o r  s a r e  do ing  a l l  they  c a n t o  p r o ­
c u r e  b r e a d ,  w h i c h  is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to do.  . . Soon 
C o f f e e ' s  f o r c e s  had i n c r e a s e d  to n e a r l y  1,300 m e n .  The 
c o l o n e l  cont inued  to  v i s i t  H untsv i l le  in N o v e m b e r  and 
D e c e m b e r  and w r o t e  m any  l e t t e r s  to J a c k s o n  r e p o r t i n g  
his a c t i v i t i e s .  M ea n w h i le ,  J a c k s o n  le f t  his a d v a n c e  b a s e  
at F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  32 m i l e s  f r o m  H u n tsv i l l e ,  
and m a r  ch ed  n o n - s t o p  in Hunts v i l l e  on  O c t o b e r  11, 1813. 
T h u s ,  H untsv i l l e  w a s  J a c k s o n ' s  f i r s t  s top  in A l a b a m a ,  
then  o f  c o u r s e  p a r t  o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y .  The  
p r e s e n t  m a r k e r  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  this  m o v e m e n t  w a s  
e r e c t e d  at the c o r n e r  o f  H o l m e s  A venue  and L i n c o l n  
S t re e t  in H untsv i l l e  by the A c m e  Club o f  H u n tsv i l l e  in 
1951.

N ext ,  J a c k s o n  m o v e d  to D i t t o ' s  Land ing  on the 
T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r ,  ten m i l e s  o r  so  f r o m  H u n tsv i l l e ,  
w h e r e  he j o in e d  with C o f f e e ,  then m o v e d  a b o u t  24 
m i l e s  a lon g  the r i v e r  n e a r  the s o u t h e r n m o s t  c o u r s e  o f  
the r i v e r  and e r e c t e d  F o r t  D e p o s i t ,  d e s ig n e d  to  be his 
m a j o r  b a s e  o f  s u p p l i e s .  The  depot  w a s  f in i s h e d  on 
O c t o b e r  24,  and J a c k s o n  s tated  in a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  on 
that date  that the depot  " i s  w e l l  s i tuated to  r e c e i v e  
s u p p l i e s  f r o m  H o ls ton ,  and f r o m  M a d is o n  county ,  and
I a m  d e t e r m i n e d  to p u sh  f o r w a r d  i f  H i v e  upon a c r o n s .  "5 
S om e  s o u r c e s  state that F o r t  D e p o s i t  w a s  l o c a t e d  
south  o f  the r i v e r ,  a l though m o s t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  m a p s  
and a u t h o r i t i e s  p l a c e  the depot  n o r th  o f  the T e n n e s s e e .
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A m a p  o f  A l a b a m a ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  T .  G.  B r a d f o r d  in 
1838 and a s e c o n d  m a p ,  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  in 1838, p l a c e  
F o r t  D e p o s i t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Yet  a m a p  
p u b l i sh e d  in 1836 p l a c e s  the d ep o t  south  o f  the r i v e r ,  
as  d o e s  S. A u gu stu s  M i t c h e l l ' s  m a p  o f  1846 and the 
T h o m a s  C o w p e r t h w a i t  m a p  o f  1850. John A p e n c e r  
B a s s e t t  p l a c e s  F o r t  D e p o s i t  at the s o u t h e r n m o s t  po int 
o f  the T e n n e s s e e  in A la b a m a ,  at the m o u th  o f  T h o m p ­
s o n ' s  C r e e k .   ̂ C. G. S u m m e r  s e l l  s ta tes  that the depot  
w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on the r i v e r .   ̂ H o w e v e r ,  a n o th er  
s o u r c e  s ta tes  that J a c k s o n  l o c a t e d  the depo t  n e a r  
W a r r e n t o n ,  a f t e r  c r  os  s ing  B r i n d l e y  M ounta in  to 
B r o w n ' s  V a l l e y .  ® N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  J a c k s o n  m u s t  have 
c r o s s e d  the T e n n e s s e e  at G u n t e r s '  land ing  o r  G u n t e r ' s  
F e r r y  (now G u n t e r s v i l l e ) ,  f o r  John Gunter  se t t l e d  at 
what  w as  c a l l e d  the " b i g  b e n d "  o f  the r i v e r  about  1784 
o r  1785, w h e r e  he had d i s c o v e r e d  a sa lt  d e p o s i t ,  and 
one  o f  his  s o n s ,  E d w a r d ,  w a s  to e s t a b l i s h  a f e r r y  
a c r o s s  the T e n n e s s e e  at this  l o c a t i o n  in 1818. 9

J a c k s o n  then  m o v e d  a c r o s s  R a c o o n  Mounta in ,  to 
w h i c h  he r e f e r r e d  as " th e  a m e r i c a n  a lp s ,  r e a c h e d  
the C o o s a  R i v e r  and e r e c t e d  his  m a j o r  supp ly  b a s e ,  
F o r t  S tro th e r ,  on this  r i v e r ,  about  50 m i l e s  f r o m  F o r t  
D e p o s i t .

T h e r e f o r e ,  H u n tsv i l l e  and the s u r r o u n d in g  a r e a  
w e r e  o f  l a r g e  i m p o r t a n c e  to J a c k s o n  in the C r e e k  W ar ,  
w h i c h  c u lm in a t e d  in the Batt le  o f  H o r s e s h o e  Bend,  
and the aid this  a r e a  g a v e  to  the c a m p a i g n  should  not 
be i g n o r e d .  In a dd i t ion ,  an Indian b o y  o f  t h r e e  c a p t u r e d  
at one  o f  the e n g a g e m e n t s  w a s  tak en  as  a w a r d  by 
J a c k s o n  and sent  b a c k  to  H u n t s v i l l e . ^  J a c k s o n ' s  w i fe  
R a c h e l  and t h e i r  ch i ld  m e t  J a c k s o n  in H u n tsv i l l e  on 
h is  t r iu m p h a n t  r e t u r n  f r o m  the Batt le  o f  H o r s e s h o e  
B end .  12 The  Indian b o y ,  L i n c o y e r ,  d ied  o f  t u b e r ­
c u l o s i s  in 1827,  a f t e r  b e ing  r a i s e d  by  J a c k s o n  at the
H e r m i t a g e .  He w as  b u r i e d  t h e r e  as  a m e m b e r  ofi-i
the fa m i ly .
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T h is  w a s  but the f i r s t  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  m a n y  i n v o l v e ­
m e n t s  with  the T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  r e g i o n  o f  A l a b a m a .  
M a n y  o f  th o s e  who  s e r v e d  a ga in s t  the C r e e k s  saw  the 
o p p o r tu n i t y  f o r  the e c o n o m i c  g r o w th  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  
V a l l e y  a r e a .  M en  s u ch  as C o f f e e  and J a c k s o n  p u r ­
c h a s e d  e x t e n s i v e  h o ld in g s  in what  w a s  to b e c o m e  p a r t  
o f  A la b a m a .  C o f f e e  and o t h e r s  c r e a t e d  the C y p r e s s  
Land  C o m p a n y ,  w h i c h  w as  ab le  to p u r c h a s e  a s i z a b l e  
t r a c t  o f  land b e l o w  the M u s c l e  Shoals o f  the T e n n e s s e e  
R i v e r .  14 The c o m p a n y ,  o f  w h ich  J a c k s o n  o w n e d  e ight  
s h a r e s ,  then va lu ed  at $430 .  0 0 , ^  c r e a t e d  F l o r e n c e .  
M a r q u i s  J a m e s ,  in A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  The B o r d e r  C a p ­
t a in , s ta tes  that J a c k s o n  " a c q u i r e d  a lot  o r  tw o .  "  H o w ­
e v e r ,  he held  m o r e  town p r o p e r t y  than th is ,  f o r  as  
l a te  as  1840 J a c k s o n  so ld  t h r e e  l o t s  f o r  $240 .  00,  to 
p a y  d eb ts  o f  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ,  Junior ,  w h i c h  " s a v e d  
h i m  f r o m  the s h e r i f f ' s  g r a s p .  "1^ M o r e  im p o r t a n t ,  
J a c k s o n  w as  a l l o w e d  to  buy c o n s i d e r a b l e  a c r e a g e ,  at 
the m i n i m u m  g o v e r n m e n t  p r i c e  o f  $2.  00 an a c r e .  It 
i s  s tated  that by p r i o r  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  no  one  p l a c e d  a 
b id  a g a in s t  h i m  f o r  this p r o p e r t y .

P a r t  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  ho ld in gs  f r o n t e d  on the T e n n e s s e e  
R i v e r  at M e l t o n ' s  Bluff .  T h is  p a r t  o f  his p r o p e r t y ,  
s i tuated  at the head o f  E lk  R i v e r  Shoals on the south  
bank o f  the T e n n e s s e e ,  w as  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  John M e l ­
ton .  Anne R o y a l l ,  in her  L e t t e r s  F r o m  A l a b a m a  1817- 
1822,  s ta tes  in a l e t t e r  dated January  14, 1818, that M e l ­
ton  "a t ta c h e d  h i m s e l f  to  the C h e r o k e e  Ind ians ,  m a r r i e d  
a sq u aw ,  and se t t led  a t t h i s  p l a c e  m a n y  y e a r  s a g o ;  that 
w i th  the a s s i s t a n c e  o f  the Indians ,  he u s e d  to  r o b  the 
b o a t s  w h i c h  p a s s e d  down the r i v e r ,  and m u r d e r  the 
c r e w s .  By  t h o s e ' m e a n s  he b e c a m e  i m m e n s e l y  r i c h ,  
ow n ed  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  s l a v e s ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  he r o b b e d  
f r o m  th o s e  boats ,  "  She fu r th e r  stated that M e l ton  
" u s e d  to  k e e p  a h ou se  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t  at M e l t o n ' s  
Bluff ,  a f te r  his p i r a c i e s  c e a s e d ;  and kept  an e x c e l l e n t  
h o u s e .  "  Other s o u r c e s  note  that M e l t o n ' s  B lu f f  w a s
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s u r v e y e d  into  658 lo t s  by  John C o f f e e ,  b e c a m e  the 
sea t  o f  j u s t i c e  in L a w r e n c e  County ,  but d e c l i n e d  in 
i m p o r t a n c e  a f t e r  1820 when the county  sea t  w as  m o v e d

1 O

to  M oulton .  •LO In any even t  J a c k s o n  e v id e n t ly  did not 
p r o f i t  f r o m  his  i n v e s t m e n t  h e r e .  In 1822 he s o ld  
p a r t  o f  th is  p r o p e r t y  f o r  c o s t  p lus  $1, 000 f o r  i m p r o v e ­
m e n t s ,  and w as  pa id  o n e - t h i r d  the p r i c e  o f  the t r a n s a c ­
t ion  on the b u y e r  taking  p o s s e s s i o n  and the r e m a i n d e r  
two  y e a r s  l a t e r  " in  g o o d  m o n e y .  "19 J a m e s  G. B i r n e y  
o f  M a d i s o n  County ,  l a t e r  the c a n d id a te  o f  the L i b e r t y  
P a r t y  f o r  the p r e s i d e n c y  in the e l e c t i o n s  o f  1840 and 
1844 and a l e a d in g  opp on en t  o f  s l a v e r y ,  l o o k e d  at the 
p r o p e r t y  but w a s  not a b le  to pur  c h a s e  it due to a l a c k  o f  
funds .  J a c k s o n  con t in u ed  to  o p e r a t e  and m a in ta in  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  the gin  l o c a t e d  on  o r  n e a r  this  p r o p e r t y .  
The  r e m a i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  at M e l t o n ' s  B lu f f  w as  s o ld  in 
1827, a f te r  the co t to n  c r o p  had b een  p i c k e d  and p r o ­
c e s s e d .

In a dd i t ion  to  his ow n  h o ld in g s  the G e n e r a l  a l s o  
d i r e c t e d  the a f f a i r s  o f  the H u n tsv i l l e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  
A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  Hutch ins .  W hen  he w a s  s i x  y e a r s  old  
h is  fa th e r ,  John H utch ins ,  had d ied  and J a c k s o n  had 
p r o m i s e d  to c a r e  f o r  the b o y ,  m a k in g  this  v o w  at the 
d ea thbed  o f  the fa th e r .  The fa th e r  had o n c e  b e e n  the 
j u n io r  p a r t n e r  o f  J a c k s o n  and H utch ins  in e a r l i e r  d a y s .  
J a c k s o n  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  the b o y  " m y  l i t t le  w a r d "  in 
l e t t e r s  he w r o t e  to C o f f e e .  The  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e ­
tw e e n  J a c k s o n  and his  " L i t t l e  W a r d "  is  w e l l  c o v e r e d  
e l s e w h e r e ;  any i n t e r e s t e d  in th is  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  s e e  
the a r t i c l e  by  John H. D eW itt ,  " A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  and 
h is  W a rd  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  H u tch in gs ,  "  T e n n e s s e e  
H i s t o r i c a l  M a g a z i n e ,  S e r i e d  II, V o l .  1, No. 2. In 1821 

* the c o t t o n  c r o p  o f  the J a c k s o n  and Hutch ins  p la n ta t ion s  
w e r e  g inned  by J a n u a ry  1, and the G e n e r a l  d e c i d e d  to 
s e l l  the co t to n  in N ew  O r l e a n s ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a wait  
unt i l  the w in te r  r a in s  f i l l e d  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r  so  
that the co t to n  c o u ld  be f l o a te d  o v e r  the r a p i d s  o f  the
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r i v e r  at M u s c l e  Shoals .  The t r a n s a c t i o n  w a s  handled  
by  M a j o r  G e o r g e  W. M a rt in ,  one  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  a id e s  
in the C r e e k  and L o u is ia n a  c a m p a i g n s ,  who s e r v e d  on 
the  s ta f f  o f  C o f f e e .  22 J a c k s o n  r a i s e d  Hutchins  as  a 
m e m b e r  o f  h is  own h o u s e h o ld  and p l a c e d  o v e r s e e r s  
in c h a r g e  o f  the p lantat ion ,  a l though m a n y  t i m e s  he 
p e r s o n a l l y  w a s  to  v i s i t  the p lantat ion  to  d i r e c t  its 
a c t i v i t i e s .  In A p r i l ,  1833, Hutchins  attained h is  m a ­
j o r i t y  and J a c k s o n  r e l in q u i s h e d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the p l a n ­
ta t io n  to h im .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  Hutchins w a s  to  s u f f e r  
t r a g e d y  a f t e r  t r a g e d y  - -  death o f  a ch i ld  and h is  w i fe ,  
M a r y  C o f f e e ,  daughter  o f  John C o f f e e ,  p o o r  e c o n o m i c  
c o n d i t i o n s  and f ina l ly ,  death f r o m  t u b e r c u l o s i s  a f te r  
an u n s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  to Cuba to s t e m  the a f f l i c t i o n .

In 1819 J a c k s o n  built  the H e r m i t a g e ,  his  p e r m a n e n t  
h o m e  f o r  the r e s t  o f  his l i f e .  In 1834 a f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  
the h o m e ,  in e f f e c t ,  the b l a z e  ru in ing  m u c h  o f  the 
i n t e r i o r  and s p a r in g  on ly  the dining r o o m  wing .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  the w a l l s  and foundat ions  w e r e  u s e d  in the n ew  
b u i ld in g ,  as  w e l l  as  s a lv a g e d  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  the o ld .  
O n c e  a g a in  J a c k s o n  c a l l e d  on H untsv i l le  and M a d i s o n  
C ounty  f o r  he lp .  Dur ing  the in f la t io n a r y  p e r i o d  o f  1835 
c a r p e n t e r s  and m a s o n s  w e r e  v e r y  s c  a r a c e and the 
G e n e r a l ' s  c o n t r a c t o r s  l o o k e d  b e y o n d  T e n n e s s e e  f o r  
h e lp .  The G e n e r a l  w r o t e  at this  t im e  that "H a n d s  
ca n n ot  be  got.  I have  w r i t t e n  to  C inc innat i ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
H u n tsv i l l e  and Lex in gton .  But t h e r e  i s  no  r e c o r d
o f  how  m u c h  he lp  he a c tu a l ly  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the T e n ­
n e s s e e  V a l l e y  r e g i o n .

B y  the 1830 's  J a c k s o n  w as  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  a n o th er  
f a c e t  o f  l i f e  in the T e n n e s  s e e  V a l l e y  and in H u n tsv i l l e .  
A f a m e d  s p o r t s m a n ,  he long  had e n jo y e d  the h os p i ta l i t y  
o f  the G r e e n  B o t t o m  Inn,  ̂ e r e c t e d  in 1815 on what  is 
t od a y  p a r t  o f  the c a m p u s  o f  A la b a m a  A & M  U n iv e r s i t y ,  
in H untsv i l le .  The  inn w as  c o n s t r u c t e d  by  John C o n ­
n e l l y ,  l ike  J a c k s o n  a l o v e r  o f  r a c e  h o r s e s .  C on n e l ly  
ow n e d  " G r a y  G a n d e r , "  then the c h a m p io n  t h o r o u g h b r e d
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stall ion in the South. Several  t im es  Jackson ra c e d  at 
the r a c e  t rack  constructed  by Connel ly  on the grounds 
o f  the inn. In p a r t i cu la r ,  the G enera l  was in Hunts­
v i l le  on D e c e m b e r  13, 1819, attending the m eet ing  of  
the s t a t e  l e g is la tu re .  He had been invited and was 
given al l  the " p r iv i l e g e s  o f  the f l o o r .  "  Staying at the 
inn for  a few days ,  he brought  along s o m e  o f  his h o r s e s  
and a lso  s o m e  o f  his f ighting r o o s t e r s .  ^5 His h o r s e s  
did well .  Of c o u r s e ,  p o l i t i c s  could ne v e r  be le ft  out 
of  Jack son 's  l i fe ,  and T. P. Abernethy ,  i n  h i s  The 
F o rm a t ive  P e r i o d  in Alabam a,  1815-1828, succ inc t ly  
sums up the p o l i t i ca l  a sp ec t  o f  the G e n e r a l ' s  v is i t  to 
Huntsville.  The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  the G enera l  A s s e m b ly  
p assed  a reso lu t ion ,  which  read  as f o l l o w s :

And be it further resolved that this General Assembly  
do highly disapprove of the late attempt made by some 
m em bers of the Congress of the United States at the 
last session  to censure the m ilitary course of this 
inestimable officer from  motives (as we believe) other 
than patriotic.

It was c a r r i e d  by a m a jo r i t y  o f  tw e n ty -s e v e n  to twenty-  
one. Those  that did not support  Jackson  through this 
r eso lu t ion  in e f fe c t  s igned  their  p o l i t i ca l  death w arrants  
in Alabama.  A la bam ian 's  approved  o f  Jack son 's  r e cent  
invasion  o f  Spanish F lo r id a  and the capture  of  P e n ­
saco la ,  act ions  that w e r e  not supported  on the national 
leve l .  Jack son 's  p r e s e n c e  a lso  in f luenced the naming 
o f  Jackson County for  him, the county c reated  on D e ­
c e m b e r  13, 1819. Hasti ly  c reated ,  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
boundaries  w e r e  so vaguely  set  that the l ines  have 
been  changed s ix  t im e s  s ince .  ^

Jam es  Jackson,  bu i lder  o f  the fam ed  " F o r k s  of  
C y p r e s s "  s o m e  f ive  m i l e s  f r o m  F l o r e n c e ,  was a l s o  a 
l o v e r  of  h o r s e s  and a fr iend  and bus iness  a s s o c ia t e  
o f  The G enera l .  Jam es  Jackson  c o n s tru c te d  a r e g ­
ulation r a c e t r a c k  in the flat m e ad o w  in front  o f  the 
m a n s i o n  and on May 28, 1821,w ro te  a le t ter  to the

33



G e n e ra l  f r o m  his home which stated that he r a c e d  and 
won at Huntsville.  Some o f  his c o m m e n ts  a re  i m ­
portant in showing the s ign i f i cance  o f  Huntsville as a 
sport ing  p lace  and the large  amounts o f  w ager ing  that 
ev ident ly  w e re  not too  unusual.  To quote f r o m  var ious  
parts  o f  this le t te r :  "I  won the r a c e  at Huntsvil le ,  the 
G rey  had great  super io r i ty  of  heels ,  he took the t rack  
and kept it . . .  to p lease  o thers  I p erm it ted  a m uch  
w o r s e  r id e r  and heavyor  (s i c )  Boy to r ide .  Camp 
C a m p b e l l  los t  upwards of $4, 000 a n d o f f r e e d  ( s i c )  to 
bet m e  $6, 000 in Land C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  but I had too 
m any  Children  for  such dashing.

Thus, the General  was no stranger  to the T e n ­
n e s s e e  Val ley .  There  w e re  c l o s e  t ies  between T e n ­
n e s s e a n s  and N o r t h  A l a b a m a :  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c ia l ,  
sport ing ,  and Andrew Jackson naturally avai led  h i m ­
s e l f  o f  the opportunit ies  a f f o r d e d  by the a re a .  In 
r e t r o s p e c t ,  this a lso  shows the h is to r i c a l  im p ortan ce  
o f  the T e n n e ss e e  Val ley  during the l i f e t im e  o f  the  
Genera l ,  who died in 1845, to be buried in the garden 
o f  the H erm itage ,  by the side of  his be loved  Rachel ,  
who had p r e ce d e d  h im  to the grave  seventeen  y e a r s  
b e f o r e .
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