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Chapter I.

HUNTSVILLE AND SURROUNDING TERRITORY

N TIL March 3, 1817, Alabama was a part of the M is-

sissippi 'Territory. Between the years 1795 and 1796

certain land companies purchased this territory from

the state of Georgia. The Georgia Legislature granted
title to these land companies for a comparatively nominal con-
sideration— the major portion of which the Legislature itself
received and withheld from the state.

Madison county was purchased by the Tennessee Land Com -
pany : nearly all of North Alabama being included in the grant
from the Georgia Legislature.

The people of Georgia, upon being apprised of the grants
made by the Legislature of 1795-96, rose with righteous indig-
nation and had the action of that Legislature investigated,
revealing what was known as the “Great Yazoo Fraud.” This
fraud was denominated the Yazoo fraud, for the reason that
the Yazoo Land Company was the principal grantee of that
Legislature. The succeeding Legislature revoked these'grants
and declared them null and void. Notwithstanding this, these
land companies continued to sell the lands in the granted terri-
tory for one dollar an acre.

The state of Georgia was unable to force these land com-
panies to relinquish their hold upon the territory, and in order
to accomplish this end was forced to cede this territory to the
General Government on April 24t4h, 1802. W herever title to
any of these lands had been acquired by private individuals,
restitution was made by the Government.

In order that individuals might retain and perfect the title
to their lands it was necessary for them to file their claims
with the Government Land O ffice, at Nashville, Tennessee,
before January 1, 1815. Al parties not having done this were
forced by United States troops to abandon the land.

Although the Mississippi Territory had been ceded to the
Government in 1802, “Old Madison county” never came into
possession of the Government till 1807, when it was ceded by
both Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians. Both these |Indian
tribes claimed it as their hunting ground, but it was never

inhabited by either.
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Early History of Huntsville, Ala. 9

see river, and put off at D itto’'s Landing, about ten miles south
of the settlement, and from there hauled in by wagons. At
this landing on the Tennessee an Indian trading station was
operated by John Ditto, who lived there among the Indians
of this territory, without white associates for some years before
the settlers came into the north part of the county.5

In due time, the cultivation of cotton was begun, and shortly
thereafter the cotton spinning wheel came into very general
use in the settlement. The yarn made therewith superseded in
some measure buckskin, which was still in very general use as
a substitute for cloth; the principle article of clothing being
dressed buckskin. Prior to the arrival of cotton and the cotton
spinning wheel, buckskin was used almost exclusively as bed-
spreads, ropes, sewing threads or thongs, as well as for many
other and varied purposes. For a time, at any rate, the advent
of the cotton spinning wheel, locally, did not supersede the
use of buckskin as an article of dress, for cotton cloth remained
a scarce and seemingly very precious article, as calico cost
50 cents a yard. As a consequence only a few young ladies of
the wealthiest families could afford to disport themselves along
the paths of the settlement clad in a calico dress, colored by
boiling with different kinds of native barks, and shod with
buckskin moccasins. Some few of the wealthier inhabitants
could boast flax spinning wheels, with which clothes, table and
bed linen were made in limited quantities for home use.

Things which we have learned to consider as every day
necessities, such as lamps, were, with these early inhabitants
only “medical” necessities, being used exclusively in cases of
sickness. Gun-powder, the chief instrumentality for protec-
tion and subsistence, was made by the settlers themselves.

In summing up and taking a survey of the apparent hard-
ships undergone by the early settlers, who traveled here from
homes and communities furnishing more of the ease and luxury
of the times, and far greater security of life; we naturally
inquire, why did they abandon such homes and communities,
and why, again, on such abandonment, did they choose this
particular spot, the then furthermost settlement from civiliza-
tion, and many miles away from their former friends and
neighbors? In answer to these queries, we can only surmise.
But, it is not wondrous strange that these people should have

5 It is interesting to know that there still lives, near this landing,

a negro family bearing the name of Ditto, one of whom is named
John.






1+/&,.(

$ "

)O -%, /55 ,+. 1,/,.1 9%8&%1)-* ,+. -),.6
J,01 /, ,+/, )8. +/6 7..- 1.,,5.6 /-6 .1,/75)1+.6
4-6.( ,+. /141&)9.1 %0 0% (.)*- &%2.(1 ,),5. ,% 5/-61 )-
4.8 +/ )-* 7..- /9F4)(.6 7' C (/-, O(%8 ,+. ! (%2-E
-6.( ,+)1 1'1,.8 ,+. 8%(. )-054.-,)/56 )-+/7),/-,1 &(%94(.6
&/,.-,1 % /1, /I(./1 %0 5/-6
-5)3. +.(1)1,.(1,/,.,1 2+)9+ +/6 &(.9.6.6 +.()- ,+. -)%-
5/7/8/ 2/1 1.,,5.6 /-6 .1,/75)1+.6 4-6.( ,+. /41&)9.1 %0
L. =), 6 1,1 % .(-8.-, 0%( /1 2. +/ . 1..- ,+. )1:
1)11)&&) . ((),% (" 2/1 9.6.6 ,% ,+. % .(-8.-, 7' .%(*) %-
& ()5 G G 58 %1, )88.6)/,.5' ,+. 7.-.0)9)/5 .00.9,1 %0
7.)-* 4-6.( ,+. 6)(.9, =4()16)9,)%- %0 ,+. .-.(/5 % .(-8.-,
2.(. 8/6. 8/-)0.1, +%(,5' /0,.( ,+)1 5/-6 2/1 9.6.6 ,% ,+.
% .(-8.-, 7' .%(*) ), 7.9/8. ,+. )11)11)&&) .(().% ('
/-6 2/1 /199%(6)-*5" & (% )6.6 2),+ /[ ,.((),%()/5 *% .(-8.-,
L)1 L &(%7/75.@ /1 % ,+)1 +%2. .( ,+. [4,+%( 9/--%,
7.9.(,/)-@ ,+/, 5/7/8/ 2/1 ,+. 0)(1, %-. %O ,+. 1,/,.1 /68),:
,.6 % ,+. -)%- 2+)9+ 2/1 %00)9)/55' 14( .'.6 /-6 &5/,,.6
7" 4. % .(-8.-, 7.0%(. ,+. 5/-61 ,+.(.)- 2.(. %&.- 0% ( 1.,
5.8.-, 4-6.(*% .(-8.-,/5 /68)-)1,(/,)%- %8. ,)8. 64()-*
I L 14( . %0 L+, &% (,)%- %0 ,+. )11)11)&&) . (:
), % (" 2+)9+ )1 -%2 ,+. ,,. %0 5/7/8/ 2/1 9%88.-9.6 7'
0)(1, 5%9/,)-* /-6 .1,/75)1+)-* +. .()6)/- 5)-. 0% ( ,+. ,/,.
3-%2- /1 ,+. C 4-,1 )55. .()6)/- E /5%-* 2+)9+ &/11.1 0% (
| &% (,)%- %0 ,+. 2/ ,+. &(.1.-, .()6)/- )3. 5./6)-* -%(,+
0(% 8 4-.,1 )55. +)1 2%(3 2/1 6%-. 7' /-6 4-6.( ,+.
14&.()1)%- %0 +%8/1 (..8/- /14(.".( %O /1+ )55. .-:
-.11.. +. 14(." 2/1 9%8&5.,.6 /-6 1% (.&%(,.6 ,% ,+.
% .(-8.-, )- I K /-6 )- 4*41, " 5/-612.(. %0:
0.(.6 0% ( 1/5.
| &(%95/8/,)%- %0 %- %7.(, )55)/81 % .(-%( %O
o )11)11)8&) L ((),% (" 56 /6)1%- 9%4-,' 2/1 9(./,.6 /-6
.1,/75)1+.6 ,+. >,+ 6/' %0 $.9.87.( 2),+ | &% &45/,)%-
%0 0). ,+%41/-6 +)1 &(%95/8/,)%- )1 )- 2% (61 /-6 0)*4(.1
/1 0%55%2 1A






Early History of Huntsville, Ala. 19

The reader's pardon is asked for having digressed at such
length from our consideration of courts and court systems
for the county, to discuss with such seriousness the seeming
trivial circumstances relating to Captain Slick. But as it is
the obligation of a narrator of historical events to investigate
and give record to every fact and incident, whether large or
small, as well as circumstances which might have a tendency,
even remotely to illumine the future study of the history of
the people he seeks to commemorate, the author of these pages
would have been recreant to a duty had he not given serious

consideration to Captain Slick and his company.

COURTS

Along with the laws of the territory, which were extended
over the county in February, 1809, came the courts of the terri-
tory. For a time laws were enforced and justice administered
in the county by the Supreme Court of the Mississippi Terri-
tory. Later, and on December 22, 1809. this court was abol-
ished, and in lieu thereof a county court, known as the “Supe-
rior courtof law and equity,” was established.14 By the close of
1810 all courts had been established and completely organized,
with a full force of officers, appointed by the governor of the
M ississippi Territory.

Stephen Neal was the first sheriff of the county and held

office from his appointment in 1809 to 1822.

If there was any one act of the Congress of the United
States, which was more pregnant with interest to Madison
county and more potent in establishing the settlement upon a
firm basis, than any other, it was the act of March 2, 1810,
which authorized the county to elect one representative to the
territorial general assembly, and also to vote for one delegate
from said territory to the Congress of the United States.15

The matter of establishing and arranging courts, seems to
have been a perplexing problem even in those days. By this
same act, just referred to, authority was vested in the terri-
torial governor to appoint an additional judge “who shall reside
in Madison county.” The territorial Legislature was also
invested with power to establish a superior court in each county

of the territory; and it was further provided that all final

Statutes of Mississippi Territory, Mage 178. Edition 1816.
is Statutes of Mississippi Territory, page 48. Edition 1810.
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causes. O f this court Sam Chapman, brother of Reuben Chap-
man, afterwards governor of the State, was the first judge,
serving as such from 1820 to 1834. Edward Chambers Betts,
grandfather of the author, was the last judge of this court,
serving as such from 1849 to 1850, when it was abolished, and
the present probate court created in lieu thereof with J. M.
Otev as its first, judge.

The superior court of the county, the establishment of which
we have noted, was opened on October 1, 1810, with Obediah
Jones as judge, and Peter Perkins as clerk. A chronicle of
the times has it that this was an occasion of serious moment
in the county’'s history. That it was so regarded by the court
officials can be little doubted, when we learn that great pomp
and ceremony attended this auspicious event. At this session
of the court the hereafter named gentlemen presented their cre-
dentials as attorneys at law, had their names enrolled, and
were accordingly admitted to the practice as members of the
Twickenham Bar: J. W. Walker, who served as attorney-
general at the first term of the court; J. C. Hamilton, Geo.
Cotter, James Rogers, Gabriel Moore, Marmaduke W illiams,
and Lewis Winston, afterwards attorney general of the terri-
tory.

The first business session of this court was held on the first

Monday in November, 1810.

PURCHASERS AT LAND SALES OF 1809

Great numbers of prospective purchasers poured into the
settlement during the year 1809, eager to bid on the lands of-
fered for sale by the Government. Many of these potential
settlers were wealthy and owned large bodies of slaves.

Twickenham was reached by two principal lines of travel,
both leading North for about ten miles to where they merged
into what is now the New Market road, which proceeded thence
northward to Nashville. To the north of New Market this
route was tapped by a road leading eastward through Ten-
nessee and crossing the Tennessee river about the northwest
corner of the state of Georgia, proceeding thence into Georgia.

It is along this latter route that the greater number of these

potential settlers came in 1809. They followed the New
M arket road till Flint river, in this county, was reached, here
they divided. Some of them coming to the settlement by the

Deposit road to what is now Brownsboro, and thence into
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Twickenham; others came along the road leading north from
the settlement to Flint river, along which now passes the
Three Forks of Flint road.

As many of the men, whose names are so indelibly stamped
upon the pages of our State’'s, and in some instances our
nation’s, history, became purchasers at these sales, afterwards
settling in the county, it will not be amiss to here record some
of those names.

Large tracts of land along the road leading north from
Twickenham to Flint river were bid in by W illiam Moore, Na-
than Strong, James Roper, Matthew Weaver, and John R. B.
Eldridge. Closer into the settlement, but along that part of this
same road, which is now known as Meridian Pike, purchases of
land were made by R. Thompson, Thomas Bibb, J. Manning, B.
S. Pope, J. Lowery, J. W. W atkins, J. Connally, P. Cox, J. W .
W alker, Hugh McVay, and C. Cabaniss. Around Twicken-
ham, and in different directions, large tracts of land were
bought by Dr. David Moore, Archie McDonnell, and T. & S.
Acklen, while out toward what is now known as Russell's Hill,
just west of the settlement, purchases were made by E. Dil-
worth, E. Ward, and J. Allison.

In due season, houses were built— in most instances of logs—
upon these tracts. Great droves of slaves belonging to these
settlers having been brought in, clearing of land commenced
soon thereafter. Now, the business of transforming this fron-
tier settlement into a permanent community and the famed
metropolis of the Alabama Territory it was soon to be, was
begun in earnest, and progressed with a gratifying and unprec-
edented rapidity.

An examination of history’'s pages reveals that not only did
Twickenham and Madison county contribute their share toward
the political and economic development of the Mississippi Ter-
ritory, but that the illustrious names, of those statesmen, which
form the very pillars of history’'s ark and thatch its roof, are
intimate to their history. For among those who purchased
lands and settled in Twickenham during the years 1809 and
1810 were: Thomas Bibb, the first president of the Alabama
Senate, who succeeded to the office of governor of the State
upon the death of his brother, W illiam Bibb, its first governor;
Gabriel Moore, and Clement Comer Clay, both of whom be-
came governors of the State, and the latter of whom served

Alabama as United States senator, shedding lustre upon her




























































































































































%

7)

R $&#
$&#
$&#

%
%
%

K,A 44

KB 44



%
,-D@ ; 8
J
# 8
J 1
" 9 .
( $
$
#
A
> W?
E<8)
,-DA
1 1
% ,-DB
; +
B
1
#
+
1
3 +
+ <
@ $&# % 31 cp
A S&# % 31 P

B $&# % 31 ! P

K@C 44
@KC 448K, @ 44:






+ 7% 1 : _

7) o &
' #
+
2 ' -DB
% D, : :
0 2 .
%
) 3 & & +
& ,-D@
% ) o 5
' © G
& !
%
73 = ' & |
,-D,
,-DA 2
1
J
/
7% # & J -
2
' !
) "
,-DC , S M
!
0o J
' ' !
) 8 %
) J : 4

$&# % 31! | wgpoom



%

$&#
$ & #

$./+, ./

%
%

R $&# %

3!
31!
3!

%

%

.%*3+

8;
7%

%

$1.

1

2 6

g

gt

T

%*3

%

7%






% )
%
)
1 G
e
2
9
1
1
(

@ $&# %

3!



a7;;

<8

<8

%

<8






71

HH*

73

G$



+
+
[ee)

>?5>1?S5>1* */+ $*? 632.3

0
2 7 ' '
%
1
7 8
79 +& G = 3
1
< 1
/
1
%
/
!
1 )
<
1
( 8

4 $&# % 3! ! x# =






8*

*

$J

8 89

* g*

444

QQQ

QQ

%

*

g

3!

L$&# %



#
1
1
+ 1
+ $ >
G 9 + ,-5B !
?
+
%
+ 6
7* 6 1
( (
% & !
88888888
< % T AC
% ,-D- / !
* =
1 |
<
1
<
+
9
(
7* 8% <8*
1 /
1 = J
7
: < 6
7& F
0 G (






+ |
* 8% <@8* 1 * 8% <
+ *
< < *
+
+ |
1 7 : * Q% <g*
2
-D- % * 8* < ,C44
9
+ % <
+ 1
# 3 (
1 +
1 +
1 * 8* <
+
1 7
+ G
1
)
1 +
7 * 8* <
1 7 :
* 8* <8* 7
9 ,-54 *
8 2
|
-5 8
2 * 8
* <8* % %
3 D ,D -5,
= = " 9 + 9 +
9
J 9 9 + !
& G



; = & J<
7
*8* <*
7*
3
0
1
%
+
+
1
*8*
2
% 0 1

7% G E

2 6
7F
/
3
Q
8
A5 L& H# % 3t

g

E<8) "
" %
6
* 8* <
!
!
* 8* <8*
* 8
!
8
* 8*
+!
3 !
/
!
!
!
%
+
Q

<8






71

%

6$












T

ug?1l

HSNE &() FH S M#
#

# -l
01234 11562-









